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How to Use This Booklet

This booklet was written as a companion study guide to the six-tape series of messages of the same name preached by Dr. James Butterfield.  It is intended to be used for either individual or group study.  Although listening to the tapes is not essential, it would be helpful.  


The material is divided into 13 parts.  If you are studying the material as a group, it is suggested you meet weekly.  Listen to each appropriate tape and work through each section of material in your own devotional times before each group meeting.  


As you go through this material, be sure to meditate on each of the Scriptures given, and answer each of the questions as honestly as possible.  Ask the Holy Spirit to help you work through this process, and to both enlighten your understanding and empower you to advance to the next level in your walk with Him and your ministry for Him!



At the group meetings, share with one another your answers and insights, your victories and your struggles, your questions and concerns.   Pray for one another, both during the meetings and during the week between meetings.  Be specific in your prayers.  Hold one another accountable, in love, to each of the steps.      


An important point to remember as you study this material:  Every advancement to the next level in your life and ministry will require a sacrifice.  Are you willing to pay whatever price is necessary to move beyond where you are to where God wants you to be?

May you indeed experience Excellence in life and ministry!
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An Essential Fact:

God Has a

WONDERFUL PLAN

For Your Life!

Look up each of the following Scriptures.  What does each have to say about your relationship to God, and about His plan for your life?

Jeremiah 29:11
Psalm 138:8; 139:13-18
1 Thessalonians 5:24
1 Corinthians 3:20
Philippians 1:6  
Philippians 2:13  

Based on these verses, what do I need to do in order to take the next step toward Excellence in my life and ministry?  ______

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Step 1
Be Single-Minded in Purpose

We saw in the last section that God has a wonderful plan for your life!  In order for that to come to fruition in your life, you have to determine that you will accomplish that plan, no matter what.  You are to let absolutely nothing stand in the way of God’s will for your life being accomplished.  God’s will for your life must block out all else.

1)  More than anything else, God wants intimacy of fellowship with you! He wants to spend time with you every day, all day. (Note:  It will take daily determined effort to accomplish this!)

How are your times with God?  Are you experiencing intimacy with Him on a regular basis?  Why or why not?  What do you need to change in your life in order to grow in your intimacy with Him?

2) God wants you to make Him known.
Look up the following:

Matthew 28:18-20
Mark 15:15-20
Acts 1:8.  
Note also the following Scriptures. What do you believe God’s will to be, according to these verses?
Matthew 4:23-24 
Luke 4:18-19  
1 John 3:8b 
                                                  - 2 -


Are you single-minded in your determination to know God and to make Him known? What adjustments need to made in your priorities and in your daily routine? -  ___________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Step 2
Absolutely Surrender

We must make it our objective to please God, not ourselves.  His agenda must become ours.  His will must become ours.  We must totally sell out to Him, setting aside the desire to advance our own reputations, comforts, etc.  

Note the following testimonies  Both had determined that God’s will was more important than their own.
1)  John the Baptist (John 3:30)
2)  Jesus  (Luk3 22:42)

If we are to go to the next level, we must have the attitude of Absolute Surrender.  It is only when this occurs that God is able to truly use us!  Note the following Scriptures:
Romans 12:1-2
Galatians 2:20
2 Chronicles 16:9a

Someone once said to the great evangelist D. L. Moody, “The world has yet to see what God can do through a man who is fully committed to Him”  Moody’s response:  “By the grace of God, I want to be that man!”  Is this your heart’s desire?  Are you willing to be completely sold out to Him?  Explain your answer: _
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Step 3
Determine to Be a Vessel of Honor

Read 2 Timothy 2:21.  A vessel of honor is one that has been set aside for a special purpose, to be used for something special.  God wants us to be that kind of a vessel.  As God looks for just the right “vessel” to use for His special task, He is looking for purity.  He is looking for someone who has not become polluted by the things of the world.


Every day that God gives you is a “vessel”.  What are you filling your days with?  Your mind is a “vessel”.  What are you filling your mind with?  Is every area of your life set apart, cleansed, purified, useful, handy, prepared, and ready?  


Have you positioned yourself to be available, acceptable, when God needs you and calls upon you?


What changes do you need to make in your life to become a more useful vessel for the Lord? _____ ____________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Step 4
Strip Away Every Encumbrance

Read carefully the following Scriptures:
Hebrews 12:1-2
2 Timothy 2:4
Romans 12:1-2
Romans 6:13-16
Proverbs 25:4

Encumbrances are things which slow us down or distract us.  They are things which cause us to lose focus of the most important things (knowing God and making God known).  


Additionally, encumbrances can be not only the “bad” things of life (sins), but they can also be “good” things.  

What encumbrances are keeping you from fully the potential God has for you?

Possessions?

Unforgiveness / Bitterness?

Attitudes?


Jealousy, Greed, Lust, Pride?

Habits?


Secret sins?

Distractions?

Laziness?

Entertainment?

Selfishness?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Step 5
Saturate Your Life with

The Word of God

Read the following Scriptures:

Deuteronomy 6:5-9

Joshua 1:5-9

Proverbs 4:20-23

2 Timothy 3:16-17

Hebrews 11:6

Romans 10:17


How seriously do you take God’s Word?  How much time and effort do you put into it?  Are you willing to make the sacrifice required to immerse yourself in God’s Word, to saturate every pore of your being with God’s Word?  Explain your answer. _______________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Step 6
Pray and Fast

Read the following Scriptures:

Matthew 7:7-11

John 16:23-24
1 John 5:14-15

Ephesians 3:20
John 15:7, 16

John 14:12-14
Matthew 18:19-20

Psalm 2:8
Matthew 21:33

Mark 11:22-24
1 John 3:22

Matthew 17:21

There are 10 Essentials for effective praying.  Which of the following need work in your own life?
 1.  Faith / Believe  (Matthew 21:22, John 14:12, Mark 11:22-
24, James 1:5-7
 2.
Agreement  (Matthew 18:19-20)

 3.
In Jesus’ Name  (John 14:12-14, John 15:16, John 16:23-
24)

 4. 
Abide in Christ  (John 15:7)

 5.
Abide in the Word  (John 15:7)

 6.
Pure Motives  (James 4:3)

 7.
Obedience  (1 John 3:22)
 8.
According to God’s Will  (1 John 5:14-15)

 9.
Forgiveness  (Matthew 6:12, 14-15)

10.
Marital Harmony  (1 Peter 3:7)
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Step 7
Determine to be Led of the Spirit

If we will learn to truly listen to the voice of the Lord, and trust to the leading of His Spirit, we will hear and know things we would not know otherwise.  Read the following:

1 Corinthians 2:9-16

Ephesians 3:20

Psalm 32:8, 31:3
Proverbs 3:5-6

Isaiah 48:17

John 15:26, 16:13-15


What is God saying to you in the above Scriptures? ______

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Step 8
Determine to Walk in the Filling,

Power, Authority, and Anointing

of the Holy Spirit

We are instructed in God’s Word NOT to try to do the work of God until we have been empowered by the Holy Spirit.  See Luke 24:49 and Acts 1:5-8
Why did Jesus come?

Luke 4:18-19

Acts 10:38

1 John 3:8b
What did Jesus commission, empower, and anoint YOU  to do?
Matthew 10:1, 7-8

Luke 9:1-2, 6

Luke 10:1, 8-9

John 14:12-14

Mark 16:15-20

1 John 2:20-27

What is the Lord saying to YOU through the above verses?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Step 9
Determine to Walk in Love
The Fathers’ Love

1 John 3:1

John 3:16

Romans 5:8

Ephesians 2:1-7

Romans 8:35-39

1 John 4:10-11, 16-21

Romans 5:5
Love for Others

John 13:34-35

John 15:13

1 John 3:16-18

Matthew 25:31-46

Ephesians 5:1-2

Note:  Love is a CHOICE, a DECISION, an ACTION.  It is not based on emotions or circumstances.

What is God saying to you through these verses? ___________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Step 10
Shun Unforgiveness, Bitterness,

Anger, and Rivalry

Note Hebrews 12:15.  Bitterness is like a cancer.  It spreads its tentacles into every area of our life. It “defiles” us spiritually, emotionally, relationally, mentally, and even physically.    This “defilement” keeps us from being a vessel of honor.  Anger and unforgiveness will stop the flow of the presence and power of God.  It brings them to a screeching halt.  It is essential we shun unforgiveness.


Note the following verses:

Matthew 6:14-15

Mark 11:25-26

Ephesians 4:32

Colossians 3:13

Matthew 18:23-25


There are many wonderful benefits that come from forgiving others, including peace of mind, peace with God, peace with others, an enhanced awareness of the presence of God, and an increased flow of the power of God through us.

What is God saying to you?  ________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Step 11
Determine to Walk in Covenant

Of all the relationships in existence, the most binding is that of Covenant.  God has entered into a Covenant Relationship with us through the Blood of Jesus Christ.


Because of that, God has pledged His absolute love and His absolute loyalty to us!  He is bound by His Word to give us protection, provision, prosperity, peace, and His unwavering presence.


Read carefully the following verses and apply them to your own life and ministry:

Joshua 1:5-9
Philippians 4:13

Philippians 4:19

What is God saying to you?  ________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________
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Step 12
Dare to Trust God!

In Genesis 3:1 Satan asks Eve, “Yeah, hath God said…?”  Although His intent was malicious, the question still is one we ought to ask ourselves.  When we consider what we read in the Bible, we need to ask ourselves:

· Did GOD say it?

· DID God say it?

· Are these HIS Words?

· If they ARE His Words, are they TRUE?

· Is God dependable, faithful, and reliable?

· Can we TRUST God?

· Can we trust God to KEEP His Word?

· Can we trust God to KEEP His PROMISES?


The answer is YES!!  Yes, God DID say it!  Yes, God IS dependable, faithful, and reliable!  Yes, His Words ARE true!  Yes, He WILL keep His Word!  Yes, He WILL keep His promises!  


Look up the following Scriptures.  Ask yourself:  Is this TRUE?  YES, it IS!  Therefore, dare to trust God!

Matthew 7:7-11

1 John 3:22
Matthew 21:22

1 John 5:14-15
Mark 11:22-24

John 14:12-14
Ephesians 3:20

John 15:7, 16
Psalm 2:8


John 16:23-24

Mark 16:15-20

Acts 1:8
- 14 –

What is God saying to you?  Are you willing to Dare to Trust God?  Are you willing to make whatever sacrifice is necessary to advance to the next level in your walk and ministry with God? Only you can make the next move! __________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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NOTES:

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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OTHER RESOURCES
from

Disciple Maker Ministries International

Suggested Accompanying Resource:  
“12 Steps to Excellence in Life and Ministry”6- tape album
INDIVIDUAL TAPES:


TAPE ALBUMS:
•  “How to Know for SURE You


• “Bible Prophecy”

     Are Going to Heaven”



• “Covenant Relationship”

•  “Find HOPE in Hopeless 



• “You Have Christ’s 

     Situations”




     Anointing”

•  “You Can Have Peace During


• “The Gospel of the

     Troubled Times”



     Kingdom”

•  “Proof that God Loves You”


• “The Holy Spirit”

•  “Forging Your Judas”



• “Prayer to Gets Results”

•  “Don’t Be Too Quick to Judge”


• “Prosperity Principles”

•  “You Too Can Change”



•  “Sowing and Reaping”

•  “Asking God – Receiving Answers


• “The New Testament”

     to Your Prayers”



• “Purpose Driven Church”

•  “A Scene from Heaven – the


• “Words of Comfort”

     Throne Room of God”



• “Perfect Love”

•  “Christ in YOU”




• “God Wants You WELL!”
•  “The Gospel of the Kingdom”


•  “Experiencing God 
•  “Spiritual Warfare”



        Through Worship
•  “Victory in Jesus”



•  “Christianity 101” based
•  “Worship: Your Guide to


                      on 1 John
     Approaching God”



•  “Spiritual Warfare”
•  “How to be Filled with the





                      
     Holy Spirit”




ALSO:
•  “Results of Being Filled with


• “Filling of the Holy Spirit”
     the Holy Spirit”




• “Kingdom Life Disciple-

•  “The Beauty of Your Heavenly


    ship Manual, Part 1”

     Prayer Language” 



• “Kingdom Life Disiple-

•  “Treasure Hunting:  A Passionate Pursuit for

    ship Manual, Part 2”

        the Presence of God”



• “Lay Pastor Training
•  “Surviving Stress: Seven Things to Do When

        Manual”
        Problems Come”



• “Bible Outlines on CD”






• “20 Common Sense Money







      Principles” Vol. 1,2,3

For more information about DMMI or to order additional resources, visit:
www.dmmi.ws
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