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Bible Prophecy Study

INTRODUCTORY MATTERS
1. We are living in the final days of human history as we have known it!  One day soon the Lord Jesus Christ will rapture His living church and resurrect the righteous dead, signaling the beginning of many momentous events on earth, including:  the rise of the Antichrist, the Great Tribulation, the Second Coming of Jesus Christ, the Millennium, and ultimately the establishment of new heavens and earth.  All of the signs seem to be in place for these events to begin to occur!  Indeed, we are living on borrowed time!

2. This study is an attempt to give a brief overview of the signs leading up to these events, as well an overview of the events themselves.    

3. I will not claim to have all the answers, nor will I attempt to interpret every event in today’s newspaper in terms of Bible prophecy.  A lifetime of study of eschatology (last things) would be insufficient time to exhaust the subject!  Additionally, events are now happening so quickly in fulfillment of Bible prophecy that one would find it almost impossible to keep up with them!  To attempt to do so would necessitate the neglect of other pastoral duties.

4. What I will try to do is give you a chronological order of events, with Scriptural references, to aid you in your understanding of the broad scheme of events which are to take place in the future, according to the Bible.  I encourage the reader to study out for himself what the Bible has to say about these things.

5. There are many diverse schools of thought in terms of eschatology.  My theological position is one of a Pre-Millennial, Pre-Tribulationist.  This means that I believe in the Rapture of the Church prior to a literal seven-year period of tribulation and that following the tribulation, there will be a literal 1000-year Millennium.  I have approached this subject, and the differing schools of thought, with an open mind and prayerful thought, and have come to the conclusion that the Pre-Millennial, Pre-Tribulation point of view is the most Biblical.  This is not to say that there are not some difficult questions that arise upon embracing this point of view; however, each of the others raises questions far greater in both complexity and number.  Having said all this, I will be devoting little time to other points of view.  Many books are available to the one who would seek further.

6. A study of the End Times needs to be more than an academic exercise.  Many people love to “debate” this subject for debate’s sake alone.  My contention is that any approach to the Word of God must culminate in application.  The Bible has much to say on the subject of the last days, and the Bible’s intent throughout is to encourage at least three responses from its faithful reader:

a. Watch.  Matthew 24:42 states:  “Watch therefore:  for ye know not what hour your Lord doth come.”   1 Thessalonians 5:6 – “Therefore let us not sleep, as do others; but let us watch and be sober.”  God has intentionally given us many evidences in His Word indicating the season of Christ’s return.  I will be enumerating many of those “signs of the times”.  Since so many prophecies are now being fulfilled, as in no other time in history, the faithful believer would do well to be watchful for Jesus’ coming in the air!

b. Walk in Purity.  1 John 3:2b-3 states:  “…But we know that, when He shall appear, we shall be like Him; for we shall see Him as He is.  And every man that hath this hope in Him purifieth himself, even as He is pure.”  Additionally, speaking of the man who is faithfully serving His Master in his Master’s absence, Jesus says in Matthew 24:46, “Blessed is that servant whom his Lord when he cometh shall find so doing.”  Knowing the certainty of Jesus’ return, and the haste with which that day approaches, the believer should walk in both holy behavior and faithful service, lest he be ashamed when Jesus does appear.

c. Witness.  Again in Matthew 24, verse 14 states:  “And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a witness unto all nations; and then shall the end come.”  Peter, when questioned about the delay in Jesus’ promised return, answers in 2 Peter 3:9, “The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some men count slackness; but is longsuffering to usward, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance.”  

When I was pasturing in Syracuse, Missouri as a young preacher, I had 

conversation with an older preacher by the name of Bro. Cole.  We were talking about these things, and Bro. Cole, who had quite a sense of humor, said, “You know what I want to be doing when Jesus comes back?  I want to be preaching the funeral of a Christian!”  We both had a good laugh at that image.  Upon thinking about this later, though, it occurred to me that the thing I wanted to be doing when Jesus returned was leading someone in the Sinner’s Prayer!  Wouldn’t it be wonderful to think that Jesus would be sitting on the edge of His seat, telling Gabriel to get his trumpet ready, because the one He had been waiting for, that last soul to be won before the Rapture, was about to become a child of God!  

Once the Rapture of the Church occurs, we will have forfeited any opportunity to share the gospel of Jesus Christ with any other human!  Those who have not heard and received our message will be left behind to endure unimaginable torment on this earth!  How imperative it is, then, that we share with as many people as possible about the salvation found in Jesus Christ in the few days we have remaining!

7. Dr. David R. Reagan, of Lamb and Lion Ministries, suggests these additional guidelines for preparing for the coming appearance of the Lord Jesus:

a. Order your Priorities.  Make certain God and His will are first in your life.

b. Stand on the Word.  The last days will be days of deception.  Only in the 

Word of God can you find truth.

c. Believe in the Power of God.  Satan and society would have you believe He is either not capable or not interested in helping believers.  God’s Word indicates otherwise!

d.   Persist in Prayer – not as a last resort, but as a foolproof first resort in         

      finding the strength, power, and peace we need.

e. Rely on the Holy Spirit.  Only by being filled with the Spirit and walking    in the Spirit can we overcome in a non-Christian world.

f. Practice Tough Faith.  Faith comes easy when everything is going smoothly.  The test of faith comes when all the circumstances of life turn sour.  Remain steadfast, even during trying times.

g. Keep an Eternal Perspective.  We are in the world, but not of the world.  Keep your eyes on Jesus, not on the issues of this temporal existence.

h. Look for Jesus.  His appearance is very near at hand!  He will reward the faithful, punish the unrighteous, and be victorious over our enemies.

CHRONOLOGICAL OVERVIEW
Before considering each of the following in much greater detail, I will give you a quick overview of what the Bible says will occur in the future.

1.
There will be many Signs indicating the imminence of Christ’s sudden appearance in the sky.

2.
One day, Jesus will appear to Rapture the Church and Resurrect the righteous dead to meet the Lord in the air.  This event is anticipated, and its season will be known by the aforementioned signs, but its exact day and time is unknown to all except God Himself. The Bible says this event will come “as a thief in the night” (1 Thessalonians 5:2) and will come “in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye”

      (1 Corinthians 15:52).

3.
In Heaven, the Saints will experience The Bema Seat Judgment of Christ for the rewarding of their faithfulness.  This will be followed by the Marriage Supper of the Lamb.

4.
On earth, the Rapture will inaugurate seven years of Tribulation in which the Antichrist will make a treaty with Israel.  The Temple will be rebuilt.  Midway through the Tribulation, the Antichrist will break that treaty and set himself up in the temple to be worshipped as god.  The second half of this seven-year period will be known as the Great Tribulation and will be a time of great terror and torment, with many cosmic and cataclysmic events occurring.  

5.
After the seven years of tribulation will occur the Second Coming of Christ to the earth.  Satan and Christ will wage war, and Satan will be bound for 1000 years.

6.
This will inaugurate the Millennium, a 1000 year period of time in which Jesus will reign over the earth.

7.
 At the end of the Millennium, Satan will be released, will again wage war 

against Jesus, and will be finally and permanently defeated and cast into         the eternal Lake of Fire.

      8.
The Great White Throne Judgment on the unrighteous will occur.  

      9. 
A New Heavens and a New Earth will be established, ushering a new era                          

in earth’s existence.

THE SIGNS OF THE TIMES

A.   Jesus’ Promise to Return!

There are many references in the Bible promising the bodily appearance and return of the Lord Jesus Christ to planet Earth!  Here are but a few:

John 14:1-6 – “Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in me. In my Father's house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you.  And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also.  And whither I go ye know, and the way ye know. Thomas saith unto him, Lord, we know not whither thou goest; and how can we know the way? Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.”

Matthew 24:30 – “And then shall appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven: and then shall all the tribes of the earth mourn, and they shall see the Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven with power and great glory.”
Matthew 26:64 -  “Jesus saith unto him, Thou hast said: nevertheless I say unto you, Hereafter shall ye see the Son of man sitting on the right hand of power, and coming in the clouds of heaven.”

Acts 1:9-11 – “And when He had spoken these things, while they behold, He was taken up; and a cloud received Him out of their sight  And while they looked steadfastly toward heaven as He went up, behold, two men stood by them in white apparel; Which also said, ‘Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven?  This same Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have seen him go into heaven.”

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 – “But I would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning them which are asleep, that ye sorrow not, even as others which have no hope.  For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so them also which sleep in Jesus will God bring with him.  For this we say unto you by the word of the Lord, that we which are alive and remain unto the coming of the Lord shall not prevent them which are asleep. For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first: Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord.  Wherefore comfort one another with these words.”

Revelation 22:7, 12, 20 – “Behold, I come quickly:  blessed is he that keepeth the sayings of the prophecy of this book.  And, behold, I come quickly:  and My reward is with Me, to give every man according as his work shall be.  He which testifieth these things saith, Surely I come quickly.  Amen.  Even so, come, Lord Jesus!”


Unfortunately, many believers today are doing more yawning than yearning for the appearance of Jesus.  Indifference and apathy are their attitude rather than eager expectation.  Reasons for this unfortunate state of affairs include:  1) ignorance of what the Bible has to say about the subject, 2) unbelief about what they do read in the Bible, and 3) preoccupation with the world and its allurements.  None of these, however, will delay or hinder the inevitable – Jesus will return! The wise believer will be alert to both the Word of God and the signs of the times which are so clearly pointing to that blessed moment when Jesus returns!  This truly is a time for yearning, not yawning!

B.   The Signs Pointing to Jesus’ Return


A multitude of signs point to Jesus’ return.  I will give you a general overview of each, with the Scriptures associated with each.  We will consider:  1) Signs of Nature, 2) Signs of Society, 3) Negative and Positive Spiritual Signs, 4) World Political Signs, 5) Technological Signs, 6) The Acceleration Signs, and 7) Signs Concerning Israel.  Additionally, we will give confirming evidences from the world around us for many of the signs.

( Signs of Nature 
( Famines, Earthquakes, Plagues, and Signs in the Heavens
Matthew 24:7 – “For nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom: and there shall be famines, and pestilences, and earthquakes, in divers places.”

Mark 13:8 - :For nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom: and there shall be earthquakes in divers places, and there shall be famines and troubles: these are the beginnings of sorrows.”

Luke 21:11 – “And great earthquakes shall be in divers places, and famines, and pestilences; and fearful sights and great signs shall there be from heaven.”


The L. A. Times reported recently that more than one billion people suffer from serious malnutrition, exacerbated in the recent past by worldwide droughts.  More than 35 million people, living mostly in the southern states of Africa, suffer from hunger and are threatened with imminent death.  


The rate of infectious diseases has increased by 58% since 1980, according to the U.S. Centers for Disease Control.  Diseases once considered conquered are now reappearing, sometimes in drug-resistant forms.  AIDS has become a worldwide scourge, and viral diseases pose an international threat because of transcontinental flight.


The number of dangerous earthquakes measuring 6.0 or greater on the Richter scale has been steadily increasing since the 1950’s when there were nine.  In the 1960’s there were 13.  In the 1970’s 51. In the 1980’s, 86.  In the 1990’s the number neared 200!


The Associated Press reported recently that a recently completed Atlantic hurricane season produced 11 hurricanes, 8 tropical storms, and $7.7 billion in damage.  Serious flooding has also occurred in the U.S., Russia, Japah, Mexico, China, Europe, Korea, and the United Kingdom.


In 1994 the comet Shoemaker-Levy 9, a string of 21 space rocks that slammed into Jupiter with the power of thousands of nuclear explosions, could be a heavenly sign.  The appearance of comets and other phenomena have greatly increased.  

( Signs of Society 

( Lawlessness, Violence, Immorality, Greed, Selfishness, Hedonism, Rebellion, and Despair

Matthew 24:12, 37-39 – “And because iniquity shall abound, the love of many shall wax 

cold.  But as the days of Noe were, so shall also the coming of the Son of man be.  For as 

in the days that were before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving 

in marriage, until the day that Noe entered into the ark,  And knew not until the flood 

came, and took them all away; so shall also the coming of the Son of man be.”

2 Timothy 3:1-4 – “This know also, that in the last days perilous times shall come.  For 

men shall be lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, 

disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, Without natural affection, trucebreakers, false 

accusers, incontinent, fierce, despisers of those that are good, Traitors, heady, 

highminded, lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God;  Having a form of godliness, 

but denying the power thereof: from such turn away.”


Has there ever been a time when these words were more true!  Our society has 

deteriorated to incredible lows at a remarkable rate!

Since 1960 violent crime has increased by 560% according to FBI statistics, and the 

number of reported cases of child abuse in the U.S. has risen from 670,000 in 1976 to 

nearly 3 million by the end of the century.  Other nations are experiencing similar 

dramatic increases in violent crime.  Since the removal of prayer in schools, school 

crimes have become much more severe, with shootings, rapes, etc.  

( Negative and Positive Spiritual Signs  

a. 
Negative:
( False Christs and Prophets and their cultic groups  

Matthew 24:5, 11 – “For many shall come in my name, saying, I am Christ; and shall deceive many.  For many shall come in my name, saying, I am Christ; and shall deceive many.”
Mark 13:6, 21-22 – “For many shall come in my name, saying, I am Christ; and shall 

deceive many.  And then if any man shall say to you, Lo, here is Christ; or, lo, he is there 

believe him not: For false Christs and false prophets shall rise, and shall shew signs and 

wonders, to seduce, if it were possible, even the elect.”

Luke 21:8 – “And he said, Take heed that ye be not deceived: for many shall come in my name, saying, I am Christ; and the time draweth near: go ye not therefore after them.”


These negative spiritual signs began to appear in the mid-19th century when “Christian” cults started forming.  First came the Mormons, then the Jehovah’s Witnesses, and then a great variety of spiritualist groups like the Church of Christ Scientists and the Unity Church.  Every year more and more persons step forward claiming to be, or worshipped as the new christ.

( Apostacy in the professing church  

2 Thessalonians 2:3 – “Let no man deceive you by any means: for that day shall not come, except there come a falling away first, and that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition.”

2 Timothy 3:5, 4:3-4 – “Having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof: from 

such turn away.  For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but

after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears;  And they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables.”


Throughout the years there has been a constant attack upon God and the power of God from the enemies of the church.  But today a new thing has happened – the power of God is being denied from within the church!  Oh, they have a form of godliness, but to them God is dead.  We have theistic evolution.  We have “new evangelicalism”.   

( Widespread heresy in the church 

2 Timothy 4:1-4 – “For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but 

after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears;  And

they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables.”


Mainline Christian denominations began to be affected in the 1920’s when the German school of higher criticism invaded American seminaries and undermined the authority of the Scriptures, teaching that the Bible is Man’s search for God rather than God’s revelation to man.  The inspiration of the Scriptures, the deity of Christ, and the blood of Christ have all come under attack from within the church itself!  Modern versions of the Bible often deny the blood, and seek to undermine the deity of the Lord Jesus – our only hope!  Liberal “churches” teach that the resurrection of Jesus was a legend, not a real event, that there was no empty tomb, no angels, no appearances.  They teach that no reasonable person could believe in the literal interpretation of the Bible, and that the church should actively endorse and even celebrate homosexual behavior!

( Movement toward a one world religion 
Revelation 17 – “And there came one of the seven angels which had the seven vials, and 

talked with me, saying unto me, Come hither; I will shew unto thee the judgment of the 

great whore that sitteth upon many waters:  With whom the kings of the earth have 

committed fornication, and the inhabitants of the earth have been made drunk with the 

wine of her fornication. So he carried me away in the spirit into the wilderness: and I saw 

a woman sit upon a scarlet coloured beast, full of names of blasphemy, having seven 

heads and ten horns.  And the woman was arrayed in purple and scarlet colour, and 

decked with gold and precious stones and pearls, having a golden cup in her hand full of 

abominations and filthiness of her fornication:  And upon her forehead was a name 

written, MYSTERY, BABYLON THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND 

ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH.  And I saw the woman drunken with the blood of 

the saints, and with the blood of the martyrs of Jesus: and when I saw her, I wondered 

with great admiration.  And the angel said unto me, Wherefore didst thou marvel? I will 

tell thee the mystery of the woman, and of the beast that carrieth her, which hath the 

seven heads and ten horns.  The beast that thou sawest was, and is not; and shall ascend 

out of the bottomless pit, and go into perdition: and they that dwell on the earth shall 

wonder, whose names were not written in the book of life from the foundation of the 

world, when they behold the beast that was, and is not, and yet is.  And here is the mind 

which hath wisdom. The seven heads are seven mountains, on which the woman sitteth.

And there are seven kings: five are fallen, and one is, and the other is not yet come; and

 when he cometh, he must continue a short space.  And the beast that was, and is not, 

even he is the eighth, and is of the seven, and goeth into perdition.  And the ten horns 

which thou sawest are ten kings, which have received no kingdom as yet; but receive 

power as kings one hour with the beast.  These have one mind, and shall give thiir power 

and strength unto the beast.  These shall make war with the Lamb, and the Lamb shall 

overcome them: for he is Lord of lords, and King of kings: and they that are with him are 

called, and chosen, and faithful.  And he saith unto me, The waters which thou sawest, 

where the whore sitteth, are peoples, and multitudes, and nations, and tongues.  And the 

ten horns which thou sawest upon the beast, these shall hate the whore, and shall make 

her desolate and naked, and shall eat her flesh, and burn her with fire.  For God hath put 

in their hearts to fulfil his will, and to agree, and give their kingdom unto the beast, until 

the words of God shall be fulfilled.  And the woman which thou sawest is that great city, 

which reigneth over the kings of the earth.”


The dream of a worldwide church was first presented in 1910 at the World 

Conference on Missionary Cooperation at Edinburgh.  The movement finally become

 recognized in 1944 with the World Council of Churches.  From 1944 to 1961 this 

Council was of interest primarily to liberal Protestant denominations but in November of 

1961 Roman Catholic observers were first present at their meeting in New Delhi.  


The first Ecumenical Council was called by Pope John and re-called by Pope Paul.  

This was an invitation “to the Christian brothers, separated from its perfect unity, in a 

way to make attractive, easy, and joyous to them the sincere recomposition in truth and 

charity, of the mystic body of the sole Catholic Church”  This condition for unity was 

that the separated Protestant brothers return to the sole Catholic Church!


The Bible clearly teaches that, following the Rapture, this Ecumenical Church will be 

the church of Antichrist, the church of the Great Tribulation period.  It will be a totally 

apostate church.  We find in Revelation 13-18 a merger of all religions under one great

 head.  There will be two-Devil-inspired men who will take over the rule of the earth.  

The “beast” here is the Antichrist.  This whole chapter (13) deals with the worship of 

this man by the people.


Furthermore, in Revelation 17 we find the figure of a woman (the great whore) used 

symbolically of religion several times.  We find the Antichrist using the whore to further 

his own cause, and then turning against her.


The idea of churches working together in taking the gospel of Jesus Christ to the 

world is a great one.  Unfortunately, with the ecumenical movement, the differences in 

theological point of view have created such a “watering-down” of the truth that the 

gospel has become corrupt and ineffective.  Work together for the cause of Christ, yes; 

compromise truth, no.

( Persecution of true believers 

Matthew 24:9-10 – “Then shall they deliver you up to be afflicted, and shall kill you: and ye shall be hated of all nations for my name's sake. And then shall many be offended, and shall betray one another, and shall hate one another.”

Mark 13:9,11-13 – “But take heed to yourselves: for they shall deliver you up to councils; 

and in the synagogues ye shall be beaten: and ye shall be brought before rulers and kings 

for my sake, for a testimony against them.  But when they shall lead you, and deliver 

you up, take no thought beforehand what ye shall speak, neither do ye premeditate: but 

whatsoever shall be given you in that hour, that speak ye: for it is not ye that speak, but 

the Holy Ghost.  Now the brother shall betray the brother to death, and the father the son; 

and children shall rise up against their parents, and shall cause them to be put to death. 

And ye shall be hated of all men for my name's sake: but he that shall endure unto the 

end, the same shall be saved.”

Luke 21:12-19 – “But before all these, they shall lay their hands on you, and persecute 

you, delivering you up to the synagogues, and into prisons, being brought before kings 

and rulers for my name's sake.  And it shall turn to you for a testimony.  Settle it therefore 

in your hearts, not to meditate before what ye shall answer:  For I will give you a mouth 

and wisdom, which all your adversaries shall not be able to gainsay nor resist.  And ye 

shall be betrayed both by parents, and brethren, and kinsfolks, and friends; and some of 

you shall they cause to be put to death.  And ye shall be hated of all men for my name's 

sake.  But there shall not an hair of your head perish.  In your patience possess ye your 

souls.”


Even as I write, 8 Christians are being held in prison in Afghanistan because they 

committed the “crime” of sharing their faith in Christ!  In many places Christians are 

being persecuted in ways ranging from denial of basic democratic rights to torture and 

even death.  In our own nation, the U.S., persons who believe the Word of God to be 

literally true and worthy of our respectful adherence are labeled scornfully as “intolerant 

right-wing fundamentalists” and face great discrimination.  Great recriminations occur 

against the person who speaks out against any other race, religion, or sexual orientation; 

however, persons who take pot-shots against Christians – even in such public forums as 

the news media – are acclaimed!  Judeo-Christian values, once the foundation of Western 

Civilization, are now openly mocked.

( Outbreak of demonic and occultic activity 

1 Timothy 4:1 – “Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils.”


During the 1960’s Satanism exploded on the American scene and has since been exported worldwide through American movies, books, and television programs.  Dabbling in the occult has become commonplace in the form of astrology, numerology, crystal gazing, transcendental meditation, and channeling.  The whole trend has consummated in the appearance of the  New Age movement with its teaching that Man is God.

b. 
Positive

( Outpouring of the Holy Spirit 

Joel 2:28-29 – “And it shall come to pass afterward, that I will pour out my spirit upon all 

flesh; and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall dream 

dreams, your young men shall see visions:  And also upon the servants and upon the 

handmaids in those days will I pour out my spirit.”


On January 1, 1901 the Holy Spirit was poured out in Topeka, Kansas, at Azusa 

Street in California ushering in a new era of the Spirit.  A year later a great Holy 

Spirit revival broke out in the English area of Wales.  Then, in 1906 the Spirit fell with 

great power on a home meeting on Azusa Street in Los Angeles led by a black preacher 

named William J. Seymour. This gave birth to the Pentecostal Movement. In the middle 

of the 20th century, the ministries of men like Oral Roberts and Kenneth Hagin among 

others spread the message of the Baptism of the Holy Spirit on a much broader scope.  In 

the 1960’s, and 70’s and beyond the Charismatic Movement affected the church 

worldwide!  God’s Spirit is moving in wonderful ways in anticipation of Christ’s

 appearance!

( Revival of Davidic worship 

Amos 9:11 – “In that day will I raise up the tabernacle of David that is fallen, and close up the breaches thereof; and I will raise up his ruins, and I will build it as in the days of old.”

( Worldwide evangelism 

Matthew 24:14 – “And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a witness unto all nations; and then shall the end come.”

Mark 13:10 – “And the gospel must first be published among all nations.”

2 Peter 3:9 – “The Lord is not slack concerning his promise (to return), as some men count slackness; but is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance.”


Not long ago Billy Graham conducted a week-long crusade from Costa Rica that was translated into every known language on the planet and was broadcast via satellite with the potential of reaching virtually every home around the globe.  With Communism’s collapse, Christian radio and TV are now reaching into almost every nook and cranny of the planet.  Christian television station Trinity Broadcasting Network , for instance, transmits 24-hours a day, 7 days a week, 365 days a year to practically every nation on earth!

( Understanding of Bible prophecy 

Daniel 12:4, 8-9 – “But thou, O Daniel, shut up the words, and seal the book, even to the 

time of the end….  And I heard, but I understood not: then said I, O my Lord, what  shall 

be the end of these things?  And he said, Go thy way, Daniel: for the words are closed up 

and sealed till the time of the end.”


The acceleration in the understanding of Bible Prophecy began in 1970 with the 

publication of Hal Lindsey’s book The Late Great Planet Earth.  It seemed to open up to 

popular understanding many prophecies that had been “sealed up” until the end times.  

Remarkably, it became the number one best seller in the world with the exception of the 

Bible for the next ten years!  Since then, the subject of Bible Prophecy has seen

increasing popularity and interest.  Books of non-fiction as well as fiction (most recently 

the “Left Behind” series) are best-sellers.  More and more movies are being produced 

addressing the subject. 

( Technological Signs
( Nuclear weapons. 

Luke 21: 25-26 - – “And there shall be signs in the sun, and in the moon, and in the stars; 

and upon the earth distress of nations, with perplexity; the sea and the waves roaring;  

Men's hearts failing them for fear, and for looking after those things which are coming on 

the earth: for the powers of heaven shall be shaken.”

Revelation 8:7 – “The first angel sounded, and there followed hail and fire mingled with blood, and they were cast upon the earth: and the third part of trees was burnt up, and all green grass was burnt up.”

( Television and satellite transmission 

Revelation 11:3-12 – “And I will give power unto my two witnesses, and they shall 

prophesy a thousand two hundred and threescore days, clothed in sackcloth. These are 

the two olive trees, and the two candlesticks standing before the God of the earth.

And if any man will hurt them, fire proceedeth out of their mouth, and devoureth their enemies: and if any man will hurt them, he must in this manner be killed. These have power to shut heaven, that it rain not in the days of their prophecy: and have power over waters to turn them to blood, and to smite the earth with all plagues, as often as they will.

And when they shall have finished their testimony, the beast that ascendeth out of the 

bottomless pit shall make war against them, and shall overcome them, and kill them.

And their dead bodies shall lie in the street of the great city, which spiritually is called 

Sodom and Egypt, where also our Lord was crucified. And they of the people and 

kindreds and tongues and nations shall see their dead bodies three days and an half, and 

shall not suffer their dead bodies to be put in graves. And they that dwell upon the earth 

shall rejoice over them, and make merry, and shall send gifts one to another; because 

these two prophets tormented them that dwelt on the earth. And after three days and an 

half the Spirit of life from God entered into them, and they stood upon their feet; and 

great fear fell upon them which saw them. And they heard a great voice from heaven 

saying unto them, Come up hither. And they ascended up to heaven in a cloud; and their 

enemies beheld them.”

( Computer and laser technology 

Revelation 13:16-18 – “And he causeth all, both small and great, rich and poor, free and 

bond, to receive a mark in their right hand, or in their foreheads: And that no man might 

buy or sell, save he that had the mark, or the name of the beast, or the number of his 

name. Here is wisdom. Let him that hath understanding count the number of the beast: 

for it is the number of a man; and his number is Six hundred threescore and six.”


There are many Bible prophecies that cannot be understood apart from modern technology.  For example, how can the whole world look upon tow bodies lying in the streets of Jerusalem (Revelation 11:8-9)?  Modern television satellite technology makes it easy.  How can the False Prophet build an image of the Antichrist that appears to be alive (Revelation 13:15)?  Perhaps through the science of robotics.  How could he require all people on earth to take the mark of the beast in order to buy and sell?  By the use of computers, lasers, and modern technology.  I read recently that a major U.S. corporation in Florida already has the technology ready to place implants underneath the skin of every human being in order to track their location, and to monitor their bank accounts, spending, health history, etc.!

( The Acceleration Signs 

( Population explosion
Revelation 9:15-16– “And the four angels were loosed, which were prepared 

for an hour, and a day, and a month, and a year, for to slay the third part of men. And the 

number of the army of the horsemen were two hundred thousand thousand: and I heard 

the number of them.  


Demographers estimate that the population of the world at the time of Christ was only 

200 million.  It took 1,650 years for the world’s population to double to 500 million!  But 

thereafter it began to double very rapidly.  It then took only 200 years for the population 

to double to 1.3 billion.  One hundred years after that (1950 AD) the population doubled 

to 2.5 billion.By 1980 (only 30 years later) that almost doubled to 4.5 billion!  It is 

estimated that there are now over 6 billion people on the planet!  Population is increasing 

exponentially.

( Increase in knowledge and transportation

Daniel 12:4 –“ But thou, O Daniel, shut up the words, and seal the book, even to the time of the end: many shall run to and fro, and knowledge shall be increased.” 


I read not long ago about Cape Hope at the southernmost point of Africa.  Passing ships would stop and look under marked rocks for letters or messages that had been left in the hopes that some passing ship would find them and pass them on to the receiver.  Often those letters would reach the receiver ten years after having been written!  Today, we have telephones, radio, television, email, cellular phones, pagers, and fax machines.  Just watch international news sometime and observe what they are using to transmit information half-way around the world in a split second – video phones!  All of these can transmit data, information, and communication in milliseconds!  An entire encyclopedia can be put on a single compact disk!


Consider the advances in transportation that have occurred in just the last few decades!  Automobiles, jets, rockets, space shuttles, etc.!  At no other time in history have all these things been possible!  Recently I read in the news that the Stealth Bomber can reach a point half-way around the world, drop its payload, and return to the U.S. within a 30-hour period, without ever having to land!  One pilot told of having taken his son to school in the morning, flown a mission to the other side of the world, and then being back for his son’s little league game the next afternoon!  Incredible!  

( World Political Signs 

( Arab hostility toward Israel 

Psalm 83:4-8 – “They have said, Come, and let us cut them off from being a nation; that 

the name of Israel may be no more in remembrance. For they have consulted together 

with one consent: they are confederate against thee: The tabernacles of Edom, and the 

Ishmaelites; of Moab, and the Hagarenes; Gebal, and Ammon, and Amalek; the 

Philistines with the inhabitants of Tyre; Assur also is joined with them: they have holpen 

the children of Lot. Selah.”

Ezekiel 35:1 - 36:7 - Moreover the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, Son of 

man, set thy face against mount Seir, and prophesy against it, And say unto it, Thus saith 

the Lord GOD; Behold, O mount Seir, I am against thee, and I will stretch out mine hand 

against thee, and I will make thee most desolate. I will lay thy cities waste, and thou shalt 

be desolate, and thou shalt know that I am the LORD. Because thou hast had a perpetual 

hatred, and hast shed the blood of the children of Israel by the force of the sword in the 

time of their calamity, in the time that their iniquity had an end: Therefore, as I live, saith 

the Lord GOD, I will prepare thee unto blood, and blood shall pursue thee: sith thou hast 

not hated blood, even blood shall pursue thee. Thus will I make mount Seir most 

desolate, and cut off from it him that passeth out and him that returneth. And I will fill his 

mountains with his slain men: in thy hills, and in thy valleys, and in all thy rivers, shall 

they fall that are slain with the sword. I will make thee perpetual desolations, and thy 

cities shall not return: and ye shall know that I am the LORD. Because thou hast said, 

These two nations and these two countries shall be mine, and we will possess it; whereas 

the LORD was there: Therefore, as I live, saith the Lord GOD, I will even do according 

to thine anger, and according to thine envy which thou hast used out of thy hatred against 

them; and I will make myself known among them, when I have judged thee. And thou 

shalt know that I am the LORD, and that I have heard all thy blasphemies which thou 

hast spoken against the mountains of Israel, saying, They are laid desolate, they are given 

us to consume. Thus with your mouth ye have boasted against me, and have multiplied 

your words against me: I have heard them. Thus saith the Lord GOD; When the whole 

earth rejoiceth, I will make thee desolate. As thou didst rejoice at the inheritance of the 

house of Israel, because it was desolate, so will I do unto thee: thou shalt be desolate, O 

mount Seir, and all Idumea, even all of it: and they shall know that I am the LORD. Also, 

thou son of man, prophesy unto the mountains of Israel, and say, Ye mountains of Israel, 

hear the word of the LORD: Thus saith the Lord GOD; Because the enemy hath said 

against you, Aha, even the ancient high places are ours in possession: Therefore prophesy 

and say, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Because they have made you desolate, and swallowed 

you up on every side, that ye might be a possession unto the residue of the heathen, and 

ye are taken up in the lips of talkers, and are an infamy of the people: Therefore, ye 

mountains of Israel, hear the word of the Lord GOD; Thus saith the Lord GOD to the 

mountains, and to the hills, to the rivers, and to the valleys, to the desolate wastes, and to 

the cities that are forsaken, which became a prey and derision to the residue of the 

heathen that are round about; Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD; Surely in the fire of my 

jealousy have I spoken against the residue of the heathen, and against all Idumea, which 

have appointed my land into their possession with the joy of all their heart, wit despiteful 

minds, to cast it out for a prey. Prophesy therefore concerning the land of Israel, and say 

unto the mountains, and to the hills, to the rivers, and to the valleys, Thus saith the Lord 

GOD; Behold, I have spoken in my jealousy and in my fury, because ye have borne the 

shame of the heathen: Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD; I have lifted up mine hand, 

Surely the heathen that are about you, they shall bear their shame.”

( Russia as a menacing power to Israel 

In 1917 Russia was in a state of revolution.  At the end of World War I she was a broken nation with most of her cities destroyed.  Today she is one of the most powerful nations in the world.  Russia’s place in prophecy is clearly outlined in Ezekiel 38-39.  Here we read that Russia comes down out of the north and does her deadlist work by invading the land of Palestine.  God foretold that Gog (the prince of Russia) and Magog (the land of that prince) as well as Mesheck (Moscow) and Tubal (Tobolsk) would seek to invade the land of Israel and that this coalition would be destroyed by God.  The destruction will of such a great scale that 7 months will be required to bury their dead.  

Ezekiel 38:1 - 39:16 – “And the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, Son of man, 

set thy face against Gog, the land of Magog, the chief prince of Meshech and Tubal, and 

prophesy against him, And say, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold, I am against thee, O 

Gog, the chief prince of Meshech and Tubal: And I will turn thee back, and put hooks 

into thy jaws, and I will bring thee forth, and all thine army, horses and horsemen, all of 

them clothed with all sorts of armour, even a great company with bucklers and shields, all 

of them handling swords: Persia, Ethiopia, and Libya with them; all of them with shield 

and helmet: Gomer, and all his bands; the house of Togarmah of the north quarters, and 

all his bands: and many people with thee. Be thou prepared, and prepare for thyself, thou, 

and all thy company that are assembled unto thee, and be thou a guard unto them. After 

many days thou shalt be visited: in the latter years thou shalt come into the land that is 

brought back from the sword, and is gathered out of many people, against the mountains 

of Israel, which have been always waste: but it is brought forth out of the nations, and 

they shall dwell safely all of them. Thou shalt ascend and come like a storm, thou shalt be 

like a cloud to cover the land, thou, and all thy bands, and many people with thee. Thus 

saith the Lord GOD; It shall also come to pass, that at the same time shall things come 

into thy mind, and thou shalt think an evil thought: And thou shalt say, I will go up to the 

land of unwalled villages; I will go to them that are at rest, that dwell safely, all of them 

dwelling without walls, and having neither bars nor gates, To take a spoil, and to take a 

prey; to turn thine hand upon the desolate places that are now inhabited, and upon the 

people that are gathered out of the nations, which have gotten cattle and goods, that 

dwell in the midst of the land. Sheba, and Dedan, and the merchants of Tarshish, with all 

the young lions thereof, shall say unto thee, Art thou come to take a spoil? hast thou 

gathered thy company to take a prey? to carry away silver and gold, to take away cattle 

and goods, to take a great spoil? Therefore, son of man, prophesy and say unto Gog, Thus 

saith the Lord GOD; In that day when my people of Israel dwelleth safely, shalt thou not 

know it? And thou shalt come from thy place out of the north parts, thou, and many 

people with thee, all of them riding upon horses, a great company, and a mighty army:

And thou shalt come up against my people of Israel, as a cloud to cover the land; it shall 

be in the latter days, and I will bring thee against my land, that the heathen may know 

me, when I shall be sanctified in thee, O Gog, before their eyes. Thus saith the Lord 

GOD; Art thou he of whom I have spoken in old time by my servants the prophets of 

Israel, which prophesied in those days many years that I would bring thee against them?

And it shall come to pass at the same time when Gog shall come against the land of 

Israel, saith the Lord GOD, that my fury shall come up in my face. For in my jealousy 

and in the fire of my wrath have I spoken, Surely in that day there shall be a great 

shaking in the land of Israel; So that the fishes of the sea, and the fowls of the heaven, 

and the beasts of the field, and all creeping things that creep upon the earth, and all the 

men that are upon the face of the earth, shall shake at my presence, and the mountains 

shall be thrown down, and the steep places shall fall, and every wall shall fall to the 

ground. And I will call for a sword against him throughout all my mountains, saith the 

Lord GOD: every man's sword shall be against his brother. And I will plead against him 

with pestilence and with blood; and I will rain upon him, and upon his bands, and upon 

the many people that are with him, an overflowing rain, and great hailstones, fire, and 

brimstone. Thus will I magnify myself, and sanctify myself; and I will be known in the 

eyes of many nations, and they shall know that I am the LORD. Therefore, thou son of

 man, prophesy against Gog, and say, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold, I am against 

thee, O Gog, the chief prince of Meshech and Tubal:  And I will turn thee back, and leave 

but the sixth part of thee, and will cause thee to come up from the north parts, and will 

bring thee upon the mountains of Israel: And I will smite thy bow out of thy left hand, 

and will cause thine arrows to fall out of thy right hand. Thou shalt fall upon the 

mountains of Israel, thou, and all thy bands, and the people that is with thee: I will give 

thee unto the ravenous birds of every sort, and to the beasts of the field to be devoured.

Thou shalt fall upon the open field: for I have spoken it, saith the Lord GOD. And I will 

send a fire on Magog, and among them that dwell carelessly in the isles: and they shall 

know that I am the LORD. So will I make my holy name known in the midst of my 

people Israel; and I will not let them pollute my holy name any more: and the heathen 

shall know that I am the LORD, the Holy One in Israel. Behold, it is come, and it is done, 

saith the Lord GOD; this is the day whereof I have spoken. And they that dwell in the 

cities of Israel shall go forth, and shall set on fire and burn the weapons, both the shields 

and the bucklers, the bows and the arrows, and the handstaves, and the spears, and they 

shall burn them with fire seven years: So that they shall take no wood out of the field, 

neither cut down any out of the forests; for they shall burn the weapons with fire: and 

they shall spoil those that spoiled them, and rob those that robbed them, saith the Lord 

GOD. And it shall come to pass in that day, that I will give unto Gog a place there of 

graves in Israel, the valley of the passengers on the east of the sea: and it shall stop the 

noses of the passengers: and there shall they bury Gog and all his multitude: and they 

shall call it The valley of Hamongog.  And seven months shall the house of Israel be 

burying of them, that they may cleanse the land. Yea, all the people of the land shall bury 

them; and it shall be to them a renown the day that I shall be glorified, saith the Lord 

GOD. And they shall sever out men of continual employment, passing through the land to 

bury with the passengers those that remain upon the face of the earth, to cleanse it: after 

the end of seven months shall they search. And the passengers that pass through the land, 

when any seeth a man's bone, then shall he set up a sign by it, till the buriers have buried 

it in the valley of Hamongog. And also the name of the city shall be Hamonah. Thus shall 

they cleanse the land.”

( Asian nations capable of fielding an army of 200  million 

Revelation 9:15-16,16:12 – “And the four angels were loosed, which were prepared for 

an hour, and a day, and a month, and a year, for to slay the third part of men.  And the 

number of the army of the horsemen were two hundred thousand thousand: and I heard 

the number of them.  And the sixth angel poured out his vial upon the great river 

Euphrates; and the water thereof was dried up, that the way of the kings of the east might

be prepared.”  


At no other time in history has the fulfillment been possible.  China (to the east) is 

now capable of putting together a force that large.

( Wars and rumors of wars, Kingdom against kingdom -- that is, civil wars and ethnic wars 

Matthew 24:6-7 – “And ye shall hear of wars and rumours of wars: see that ye be not  troubled: for all these things must come to pass, but the end is not yet. For nation shall  rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom: and there shall be famines, and pestilences, and earthquakes, in divers places.”

Mark 13:7-8 – “For nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom: and there shall be earthquakes in divers places, and there shall be famines and troubles: these are the beginnings of sorrows.”

Luke 21:10 – “Then said he unto them, Nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom.” 

( Reunification of Europe 

Daniel 2:41-44 – “And whereas thou sawest the feet and toes, part of potters' clay, and 

part of iron, the kingdom shall be divided; but there shall be in it of the strength of the 

iron, forasmuch as thou sawest the iron mixed with miry clay. And as the toes of the feet 

were  part of iron, and part of clay, so the kingdom shall be partly strong, and partly 

broken.And whereas thou sawest iron mixed with miry clay, they shall mingle themselves 

with the seed of men: but they shall not cleave one to another, even as iron is not mixed 

with clay. And in the days of these kings shall the God of heaven set up a kingdom, 

which shall never be destroyed: and the kingdom shall not be left to other people, but it 

shall break in pieces and consume all these kingdoms, and it shall stand for ever.”

Daniel 7:8, 24-25 – “I considered the horns, and, behold, there came up among them another little horn, before whom there were three of the first horns plucked up by the roots: and, behold, in this horn were eyes like the eyes of man, and a mouth speaking great things. I considered the horns, and, behold, there came up among them another little horn, before whom there were three of the first horns plucked up by the roots: and, behold, in this horn were eyes like the eyes of man, and a mouth speaking great things.”


A careful eye needs to be kept on the events occurring in Europe today.  The coalition of nations we see occurring are undoubtedly the forerunner of the union of nations prophesied by Daniel.

( Movement toward a one world economy

Revelation 18 - And after these things I saw another angel come down from heaven, 

having great power; and the earth was lightened with his glory. And he cried mightily 

with a strong voice, saying, Babylon the great is fallen, is fallen, and is become the 

habitation of devils, and the hold of every foul spirit, and a cage of every unclean and 

hateful bird. For all nations have drunk of the wine of the wrath of her fornication, and 

the kings of the earth have committed fornication with her, and the merchants of the earth 

are waxed rich through the abundance of her delicacies. And I heard another voice from 

heaven, saying, Come out of her, my people, that ye be not partakers of her sins, and that 

ye receive not of her plagues. For her sins have reached unto heaven, and God hath 

remembered her iniquities. Reward her even as she rewarded you, and double unto her 

double according to her works: in the cup which she hath filled fill to her double. How 

much she hath glorified herself, and lived deliciously, so much torment and sorrow give 

her: for she saith in her heart, I sit a queen, and am no widow, and shall see no sorrow.

Therefore shall her plagues come in one day, death, and mourning, and famine; and she 

shall be utterly burned with fire: for strong is the Lord God who judgeth her. And the 

kings of the earth, who have committed fornication and lived deliciously with her, shall 

bewail her, and lament for her, when they shall see the smoke of her burning, Standing 

afar off for the fear of her torment, saying, Alas, alas, that great city Babylon, that mighty 

city! for in one hour is thy judgment come. And the merchants of the earth shall weep and 

mourn over her; for no man buyeth their merchandise any more: The merchandise of 

gold, and silver, and precious stones, and of pearls, and fine linen, and purple, and silk, 

and scarlet, and all thyine wood, and all manner vessels of ivory, and all manner vessels 

of most precious wood, and of brass, and iron, and marble, And cinnamon, and odours, 

and ointments, and frankincense, and wine, and oil, and fine flour, and wheat, and beasts, 

and sheep, and horses, and chariots, and slaves, and souls of men. And the fruits that thy 

soul lusted after are departed from thee, and all things which were dainty and goodly are 

departed from thee, and thou shalt find them no more at all. The merchants of these 

things, which were made rich by her, shall stand afar off for the fear of her torment, 

weeping and wailing, And saying, Alas, alas, that great city, that was clothed in fine 

linen, and purple, and scarlet, and decked with gold, and precious stones, and pearls!

For in one hour so great riches is come to nought. And every shipmaster, and all the 

company in ships, and sailors, and as many as trade by sea, stood afar off, And cried 

when they saw the smoke of her burning, saying, What city is like unto this great city!

And they cast dust on their heads, and cried, weeping and wailing, saying, Alas, alas, that 

great city, wherein were made rich all that had ships in the sea by reason of her costliness! for in one hour is she made desolate. Rejoice over her, thou heaven, and ye 

holy apostles and prophets; for God hath avenged you on her. And a mighty angel took up a stone like a great millstone, and cast it into the sea, saying, Thus with violence shall that great city Babylon be thrown down, and shall be found no more at all. And the voice 

of harpers, and musicians, and of pipers, and trumpeters, shall be heard no more at all in thee; and no craftsman, of whatsoever craft he be, shall be found any more in thee; and the sound of a millstone shall be heard no more at all in thee; And the light of a candle shall shine no more at all in thee; and the voice of the bridegroom and of the bride shall be heard no more at all in thee: for thy merchants were the great men of the earth; for by thy sorceries were all nations deceived. And in her was found the blood of prophets, and of saints, and of all that were slain upon the earth.”


Again, the nations of Europe working together with a common currency is undoubtedly the forerunner of  the events prophesied in the Bible.

( Signs Concerning Israel 


Perhaps no other “sign of the times” is of greater import than the one concerning 

Israel’s re-establishment as a nation.  From the time of the Babylonian Captivity to 1948 

Israel was continually under another government’s authority, and they had no autonomy.  

In our times one of the greatest signs necessary before Jesus’ return has been fulfilled!  

Israel has been re-established as a nation!  Too much emphasis cannot be made on this 

history-changing, prophecy related 

( Historical Synopsis of Israel’s History During the Last Century


To help clarify Israel’s fulfillment of Biblical Prophecy in the last century, I am going 

to give a brief historical sketch of events which have transpired.  This is truly amazing,

 and more than any other evidence proves the Bible’s accuracy in predicting the events 

of the last days!  We are living in those days!


After the city of Jerusalem and the Temple were destroyed by the Romans in 70 A.D., 

the Jews were dispersed throughout the nations.  The land had been renamed “Palestine” 

(Latin for “Philistines”)  by the Romans, as an  affront to the Jews.  For 19 centuries the 

land was occupied by other nations, including the Romans, the Byzantines, the Moslems, 

as well as the European Crusaders.  For the majority of that time, the land was under 

Moslem control.  


In the early 1900’s Zionism began to gain great momentum.  This was a religious, 

social, and political movement aimed at the establishing of a Jewish State in Palestine. At 

that time there were only about 50,000 Jews living in Palestine.


In 1917, British Foreign Minister Lord Arthur James Balfour issued what has become 

known as the Balfour Declaration, in which he declared Britain’s favorable view of the 

establishment of a national Jewish State.  After that time, Jews began trickling into Israel 

at a little swifter pace, but, unfortunately, few took advantage of the opportunity to do so.  

Events within the next few decades indicated that they would have been wiser to have 

done so.


Following World War I there was still a resistence to Jews returning to Israel.   Many 

large Christian organizations, such as the Roman Catholic Church and the  liberal World 

Council of Churches were very reluctant to offer support to this endeavor.  


Two years after the Balfour Declaration, in 1919, Hitler was already formulating his 

anti-Jewish sentiments, and by 1926 had written his Mein Kampf.  

When Hitler launched his killing crusade against Europe's Jews in 1936, refugees 

began pouring into Palestine until the Jews numbered 200,000. The Arabs rioted in protest against their British overlords and, with World War 2 on the horizon, the British government--with Winston Churchill, God bless him, dissenting--believed Arab good will should be the Crown's highest priority. So they restricted Jewish immigration to 15,000 a year for the next five years. After that time, no Jews would be allowed into Palestine without Arab consent.
Satan knew that when Israel was re-established as a State his days would be 

numbered, did everything within his power to eliminate that possibility.  The Holocaust, which killed one third of the Jews on the earth, was his effort to destroy the Jews so that they would not return to their land.  It is very interesting to note, parenthetically, that Hitler was a staunch Roman Catholic, and was supported in many ways by the Roman Catholic Church!  The Roman Catholic Church’s stance against (and persecution of) Israel has been well-documented throughout history.  Her place during the tribulation is to be found upon a close reading of the book of Revelation.


Satan’s attempt to keep the Jews out of Israel backfired.  Two things resulted from the 

Holocaust:  1)  Jews were more determined than ever to find a safe haven from per-

secution, and began flocking into Israel in even greater numbers!  2)  World sentiment 

was with persecuted Jews, thus opening the door for the establishment and world 

recognition of an Israeli state.  The trickle of Jews into Israel became a flood!

At war's end during the disastrous Yalta Conference, Franklin D. Roosevelt handed over Eastern Europe to Russian domination, only now being overthrown. Then FDR met with Arab King Ibn Saud, founder of Saudi Arabia, who threatened Arab reprisals if the United States supported Jewish emigration into Palestine. As a result, Roosevelt's already anti-Zionist sentiments hardened. Chief FDR aide David Niles later noted, "If Roosevelt had lived, I have serious doubts that Israel would ever have come into being." But on April 12, 1945 FDR suffered a massive brain clot and died before his views could move world opinion. 

By 1947, the United Nations had agreed on a plan to solve the situation. According to this scheme, the territory of Palestine would be split in two. The proposed Jewish state would include rocky Eastern Galilee, the central coast--including Haifa and Tel Aviv--and the Negev desert. The Arabs were ceded the more fertile central and western Galilee plains, the southern coast including Gaza, and nearly all the central inland territory. But, despite receiving the lion's share of the bargain, the Arabs were still unhappy. Accepting a piece of the Palestine pie--even if it were the largest piece--grated against the Moslem commandments to rule the entire Holy Land. So the Arabs boycotted the Committee. On the other hand the Jews, desperate for any haven in a storm, agreed to accept only a small part of the original territory promised to them. 

U.S. President Harry Truman sympathized with the Jewish refugees as international underdogs. Facing the election of 1948, he found himself a decided underdog who needed Jewish political support in swing states like New York, Illinois and Pennslvania. So when the question of partitioning Palestine into Jewish and Arab states came up for a vote in the U.N., both Truman and Joseph Stalin, who believed the European Jews of Palestine would favor his Socialist Republic over the Imperial British in international forums, joined forces to push hard for ratification. 

On November 29, 1947, the roll of the 56 U.N. representatives was called. Thirty-

three nations voted yea, thirteen nay, and ten countries including Great Britain abstained. 

The plan was officially adopted. Immediately the Arab nations walked out of the UN General Assembly, vowing to settle the matter in blood. The next day, Arabs blew up a busload of Jews on the road to Jerusalem. Armed patrols from neighboring Arab lands crossed the border in unprovoked attacks against Jewish farm settlements. By the end of the first week, over a hundred Jews had been killed. At this point, David Ben Gurion and his advisers knew how close to extinction were the Jews of Palestine. 

On their newly mandated borders stood the combined armies of six nations--Egypt, Lebanon, Syria, Iraq, Saudi Arabia and Jordan. A half-million Arab soldiers stood fully poised for Jihad, or Holy War. According to Ben-Gurion's own war diary, he had only 16,400 Jewish fighters, with rifles for less than 10,000. Beyond their rationed rifles, Jewish weapons consisted of forty automatic weapons, four artillery pieces and forty trucks converted to serve as mobile armor. 

A word about the Moslem:  Even though they claim to be a peace-loving, tolerant people, the Moslems are actually very militant in their approach to the Jews as well as any who would support them.  They re-wrote Israel’s history in their own sacred writings, and are also very anti-Christian.  They believe Jesus was a prophet on the same plane as Mohammed, and they reject his atonement on the cross.  Furthermore, they embrace the ridiculous “swoon theory” which would have one to believe that Jesus did not die on the cross; he merely swooned and then revived in the tomb.  A close examination of the historically and Biblically documented facts shows the ludicrousy of such a belief.

U.S. General George C. Marshall, after whom the Marshall Plan was named, sympathetized with the Jews but saw their position as impossible. So he sent the following telegram to Prime Minister David Ben Gurion--"For God's sake, Ben Gurion, tell your people in Palestine not to proclaim a Jewish state. If they proclaim a Jewish state, within ten days or maximum fifteen days, not a single Jew will remain alive." Though Marshall knew his military strategy and classical conflict probabilities, what he didn't know was that God Himself had determined the outcome.

At midnight Friday, May 14, 1948, the British mandate over Palestine was to formally end. At 4 o'clock that afternoon, David Ben Gurion assembled a hundred associates at the Tel Aviv Museum of Art on Rothschild Boulevard. On its rooftop flew the blue and white flag with its Star of David, while inside Ben Gurion delivered a 650-word proclamation that read in part: 

"The Land of Israel was the birthplace of the Jewish people. Here their spiritual, religious and political identity was shaped. Here they gave to the world the eternal Book of Books. By virtue of our natural and historical right and on the strength of the Resolution of the United Nations General Assembly, we hereby declare the establishment of a Jewish State in Eretz-Israel. This state will be known as the State of Israel. The State of Israel will be open for Jewish immigration and for the Ingathering of the Exiles."

Eleven minutes later, Harry Truman announced U.S. recognition for the State of Israel. That night Arab armies began to attack in force. Arabs in Haifa, Jaffa and other places were warned by the Arab League to leave Jewish population centers or the invading Arab soldiers would treat them like enemy Jews. Most Arabs complied as the Arab League announced to the world press that "This will be a war of extermination, a momentous massacre which will be spoken of like the Mongolian massacres and the Crusades."

But even as the bombs and shells exploded and Arab legions roared across the borders, while Jewish casualties mounted amid a spirit of grim desperation, wretched survivors of the Holocaust ovens began to pour into the besieged land. From the detention camps of Cyprus and the displaced-persons camps of Europe they came in by the thousands, and before they even learned how to speak Hebrew, they were taught how to fire a rifle. Five thousand arrived the first week, 150,000 over the next six months. Despite being outgunned and outnumbered, in amazingly short order these survivors of Dachau and Auschwitz proved themselves as valiant and tenacious on the field as any Sabra born and raised on the hallowed soil of historical Israel.

Field guns, tanks, automatic rifles and machine guns were airlifted in from Czechoslovakia. Small arms were bought with private Jewish money in the U.S.A., South Africa, England and France, then shipped in on leased vessels. Colonels, majors and air force pilots came from the United States and Britain, eager to join their fellow Jews in the struggle for survival. The "lightning victory" predicted by Arab leaders hit a stone wall of unexpected Jewish resistance. 

Suddenly, the tide of battle swung. Egyptian attacks against Beersheba were repelled by kibbutz pioneers, dug into desert bunkers with ancient mortars and machine guns. Settlements in the north won victories, using the Bible as a source of military strategy against the Syrians. In JOSHUA 6 they read how Joshua and his "mighty men of valor" vanquished the Canaanites by marching seven trumpet-blowing priests at the head of a small column of Hebrews around the city of Jericho seven times a day for seven days until, on the seventh day the people gave a "great shout and the walls came tumbling down."

Faced with assaulting the holy city of Safad, which had fallen into Arab hands, the Israelis concocted a "new weapon" inspired by Joshua, consisting of a home-made mortar which, though useless as a weapon of mass destruction, set off an enormous blast when it went off. When they exploded it on the streets of Safad, Arab soldiers--convinced the Jews were using nuclear bombs against them--turned tail and fled in horror. 

Down south in Jerusalem, the situation was even more desperate. Starvation was widespread and Jordan's crack Arab Legion controlled the road from Tel Aviv to the Holy City, with heavy fortifications based at Latrun. Ben-Gurion ordered a series of attacks against the Legion and all three were repulsed with heavy Jewish casualties. Then, reading in The First Book of Chronicles of an ancient Latrun bypass, under cover of darkness one morning a crew of several hundred Israelis followed the old Biblical trail and laid down a primitive track which bypassed Latrun. 

That night the first armored truck was able to enter the Holy City carrying flour, water, weapons and ammunition to their trapped countrymen. With the siege of Jerusalem broken, Arab spirits sagged and white flags began flapping from weary Arab footsoldiers. By January 7, 1949, Egyptian forces in the Sinai surrendered unconditionally and a few days later on the Island of Rhodes, the Israelis and Egyptians at last concluded a firm armistice agreement. 

By July, similar agreements recognized by the United Nations were arranged with Jordan, Syria and Lebanon. But the Iraquis and Saudis adamantly refused to sign. At the end of hostilities, Israel consisted of enlarged boundaries as a result of the fighting. The Kingdom of Jordan held the West Bank of the Jordan River, Egypt controlled Gaza--and Jerusalem was cut in half. Jordanian King Abdullah annexed the sacred Old City with all its fabled sites holy to three world faiths, while Israel held the hollow shell of the New City outside the ancient Temple's western wall. 

The population of the new Jewish homeland was now just over 800,000--one fourth Arab, three-quarters Jewish. The great majority were Ashkenazic European Jews, toughened like steel by the fires of persecution and genocide, looking ahead to reborn lives as Israelis. The real losers were the Arab residents of Palestine, who had abandoned their homes expecting to return after the Arab armies had crushed the Jews, seized their possessions, and driven them into watery graves in the Mediterranean. 

The rebirth of Israel in our times was a true miracle in many ways. Retired Israeli General Yehezkel "Hezzi" Schachar, whose Ashkenazic family had lived in Palestine since 1864, had led Jewish soldiers in all the major Israeli wars. A few years ago I had the privelege of hearing Hezzi speak when he visited the USA and sat on a panel discussing the War of Independence.

"It looked totally impossible," he related. "There was no such thing that so few people could resist all those Arab countries. I was head of one of the two batallions--actually not even batallions but two companies with platoons. Every platoon was so important we knew who was the commander of that platoon. A commander of a section was like a general in the U.S. Army. For every ten men, we had two rifles and two grenades. When I think about it now when we have a modern army, it was something from FANTASY LAND. And what happened there was totally miracles. Only the hand of God could have done such a thing. 

"I remember one day when five Egyptian companies, maybe a thousand men, were attacking our thirty-two. Everyone was saying prayers, and we knew it was all over. Suddenly, I don't know why, they retreated! They turned all their men around and started a full retreat so when their backs were to us we started chasing them, firing our guns, and many were killed. There were so many miracles like that.

"Many years later, after Sadat came to Jerusalem and we made peace with Egypt, I visited Cairo and sat down together with the Egyptian general who commanded troops in the Sinai. Later, at dinner, I asked him because it had always amazed me, why did an entire Egyptian army run away from thirty-two poorly armed Israelis. 'You had us right in the palm of your hand,' I told him. 'You could have finished us off in twenty minutes, we were so outnumbered.'

'Outnumbered?' he answered in astonishment. 'How can you say that, Sachar? You know as well as I do that right behind your small forward emplacement stood thousands of Jews dressed in white desert uniforms, backed by hundreds of tanks racing at us across the desert. We were the ones outnumbered, not you!' My heart filled with joy when he told me that because I knew that our victory came, not because we were such great fighters, but because God had sent His angels to fight for us." (Incidentally, Hezzi  Sachar became a born-again child of God in Yeshua Hamaschiach, Jesus Christ. Hezzi came to the United States in 1989, continued to study and give his testimony here to whomever would listen, and just when he was ready to go back home to evangelize his own people in Israel, the Lord took him home with a sudden heart attack.

On May 11, 1949, four days before her first anniversary, Israel was formally admitted as the fifty-ninth member of the United Nations. That certified what many Biblical scholars had been yearning for for hundreds of years. The rebirth of Israel as a nation was the sure prophetic sign that the world had entered the time of the Latter Days, the era described by the prophet Jeremiah in Chapter 23, verses 7-8. 

It was only after the predominately Ashkenazic warriors had reclaimed the land through warfare that the Arab and Oriental Jews began to return to the land in any significant numbers. More than 600,000 were forcibly expelled from Arab countries, and over the next decade over a million and a half more poured into Israel from Moslem lands until at last they outnumbered the European Jews. Soon there was scarcely a Jew to be found in Yemen, Syria, Iraq, Egypt and the other Moslem countries. Again, exactly as foretold as happening during the "latter days" by the prophet Zechariah in Chapter 10, verses 9-10--check it out for yourself.

What had been a barren wasteland for centuries was now being transformed into a Mideast garden. In 1910 Mark Twain toured Palestine and wrote on his return that "This is the most desolate and Godforsaken dustbowl I've ever seen, where even the grasshoppers starve to death." Rainfall was so scarce as to be virtually negligible. But, since then, something happened. The Pilgrim Bible records an amazing change that has taken place in this very century-- "There always used to be two rainy seasons in Palestine, one in the spring, the other in the fall. The second rain God withheld while Israel was scattered, but He promised in JOEL 2 to send it again when Israel would be returning. It is interesting that the fall rain began again, lightly, at the beginning of the 20th century, and has been increasing ever since." You can check out this prophesy for yourself by reading JOEL Chapter 2, verses 23-25. 

Egyptian General Gamal Abdel Nasser was elected president of Egypt in 1956. From 1948, Egypt had closed the Suez Canal to Israeli ships. Then in 1955, she began a blockade also of the Gulf of Aqaba, cutting off Israel’s access to the Red Sea and Indian Ocean. Responding to this challenge, Israel again mobilized her citizen army in October 1956, striking at Egypt through the rugged Sinai wasteland. That desert campaign became known as "Operation Kadesh."  With divine help from the G-d of Israel, the Jewish people (house of Judah) defeated the plans of Nasser and Egypt and won the 1956 war. 
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When Nasser blockaded the Straits of Tiran and closed off the Israeli port of Eilat, he prevented Israel’s only access from the Gulf of Aqaba to the Red Sea, and from there to the Gulf of Aden and the Arabian Sea, and it meant Israel’s access to oil from the Persian Gulf was cut off. The blockade, considered an act of war by Israel, was provocation of the first order. Israel had already notified the UN Security Council that it would soon have to act in its own self-defense. But, the UN failed to enforce the conditions of the truce that had existed since 1956. 
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The Arabs massed 547,000 troops, 2,504 tanks, and 957 combat aircraft. Israel mustered 264,000 troops, 800 tanks, and 300 combat airplanes. Israeli generals Yitzchak Rabin and Moshe Dayan foresaw that surprise was their only hope.  The preemptive strike was decisive. "In 170 minutes Israel’s pilots had smashed Egypt’s best-equipped air bases and had turned three hundred of Nasser’s combat planes into flaming wrecks … The Egyptian air force, the largest in the Middle East, was in ruins."  The same scenario was replayed in Syria, Jordan, and Iraq. "By nightfall of June 6, Israel had destroyed 416 planes, 393 on the ground. It had lost twenty-six planes during that time, all to antiaircraft." 
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In two days, the Egyptian army in the Sinai was virtually wiped out, leaving Israel to occupy the Gaza Strip. To the north, after a desperate and costly tank battle, the Syrians were routed and the strategic Golan Heights was taken. Thus ended the long nightmare of Syrian bombardment of Galilean villages. Israel was now secure on her northern border. 
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In the battle with Jordan, Israel gained control of the West Bank and the old city of Jerusalem fell into Israeli hands. By gaining control of the West Bank, the cities of Bethlehem, Hebron, Jericho, and Shechem as well as Jerusalem came into Israel hands. For the first time in nineteen hundred years, the Jews had control of the old city of Jerusalem. A newly composed ballad, "Jerusalem the Golden," became Israel’s popular anthem in the aftermath of the Six-Day War. 
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In the war, "The Arabs suffered 15,000 casualties; Israel’s losses were 777 killed, 2,186 wounded."  To its previous eighty-five hundred square miles, it added twenty-eight thousand square miles in the Sinai, Golan Heights, and West Bank.  The occupied territories proved to be an ideal bone of contention for the Arabs, leading to further conflicts that would dwarf even the monumental battles of Israel’s first twenty years of nationhood. 

Against overwhelming odds, on June 7, 1967 the Israelis won back the city of Jerusalem during the Six Day War.   The scriptures call for the Jewish people to be, not only back in Israel, but in control of Jerusalem as well. A very interesting development in Bible prophecy took place in June of 1967 regarding this scriptural reality. The Jewish people had not been in control of Jerusalem since 70 A.D. But, during the Six Day War in June of 1967, the Jewish commandos advanced up the southern end of the old walled city of Jerusalem . Under heavy fire they broke into the city through the Lion's Gate and returned Jerusalem into Jewish control for the first time in 1897 years.
This was considered a very important event among those who study the prophetic scriptures, because in Luke 21:24, Jesus gave an interesting prophecy that said that "Jerusalem would be trampled under foot by the Gentiles until the times of the Gentiles be fulfilled". "The Times of the Gentiles" is a scriptural term that refers to the periods of history in which Gentiles would dominate world politics and more specifically, Jerusalem. Gentile power has controlled Jerusalem for many centuries but now, in this century, while so many other "signs of the times" are being fulfilled, Jerusalem has come back under Jewish control.
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On October 6, 1973 on Yom Kippur, the Arabs attacked Israel once again. They had 750,000 troops, 3,200 Soviet tanks, 860 planes, and the latest Soviet missiles.  In the first grim hours at the Canal Zone, Israeli reservists were obliterated. Their token defenses consisted of "precisely 436 Israeli soldiers in a series of bunkers seven to ten miles apart, together with three tanks and seven artillery batteries."  Coming at them, "were five Egyptian infantry divisions, three mixed infantry and tank divisions, and twenty-two independent infantry, commando, and paratroop brigades. With the air force, the enemy constituted not less than 600,000 men, 2,000 tanks, 2,300 artillery pieces, 160 SAM missile batteries, and 550 combat planes." 
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In the third and fourth days of the war, Israel began to win the war. First, Israel was able to defeat Syria in the north. By October 18, Israeli troops headed toward Damascus. In the battle with Egypt in the Suez, Israel gained the upper edge over Egypt. By October 23, the Israeli army was at the Gulf of Suez. As a result, Egypt and Russia demanded that the United Nations Security Council require Israel to pull back to its pre-1967 borders. 
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As a result of the war, the United Nations demanded that Israel withdrawal from the West Bank and Gaza Strip based upon UN Resolution 242. When Israel refused to comply, the council nearly voted her out of the United Nations in the summer of 1975.  


Having considered this historical synopsis of Israel’s recent history, let’s look at the Bible’s prophesies concerning these events!

  ( Regathering of the people 

Isaiah 11:10-12 – “And in that day there shall be a root of Jesse, which shall stand for an 

ensign of the people; to it shall the Gentiles seek: and his rest shall be glorious. And it 

shall come to pass in that day, that the Lord shall set his hand again the second time to 

recover the remnant of his people, which shall be left, from Assyria, and from Egypt, and 

from Pathros, and from Cush, and from Elam, and from Shinar, and from Hamath, and 

from the islands of the sea.  And he shall set up an ensign for the nations, and shall 

assemble the outcasts of Israel, and gather together the dispersed of Judah from the four 

corners of the earth.:

Ezekiel 37:1-12 – “The hand of the LORD was upon me, and carried me out in the spirit 

of the LORD, and set me down in the midst of the valley which was full of bones, And 

caused me to pass by them round about: and, behold, there were very many in the open 

valley; and, lo, they were very dry. And he said unto me, Son of man, can these bones 

live? And I answered, O Lord GOD, thou knowest. Again he said unto me, Prophesy 

upon these bones, and say unto them, O ye dry bones, hear the word of the LORD.

Thus saith the Lord GOD unto these bones; Behold, I will cause breath to enter into you, 

and ye shall live: And I will lay sinews upon you, and will bring up flesh upon you, and 

cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and ye shall live; and ye shall know that I am 

the LORD. So I prophesied as I was commanded: and as I prophesied, there was a noise, 

and behold a shaking, and the bones came together, bone to his bone. And when I beheld, 

lo, the sinews and the flesh came up upon them, and the skin covered them above: but 

there was no breath in them. Then said he unto me, Prophesy unto the wind, prophesy, 

son of man, and say to the wind, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Come from the four winds, O 

breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they may live. So I prophesied as he 

commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived, and stood up upon their 

feet, an exceeding great army. Then he said unto me, Son of man, these bones are the 

whole house of Israel: behold, they say, Our bones are dried, and our hope is lost: we are 

cut off for our parts. Therefore prophesy and say unto them, Thus saith the Lord GOD; 

Behold, O my people, I will open your graves, and cause you to come up out of your 

graves, and bring you into the land of Israel.”

( Re-establishment of the state 

Zechariah 12:1-6 – “The burden of the word of the LORD for Israel, saith the LORD, 

which stretcheth forth the heavens, and layeth the foundation of the earth, and formeth 

the spirit of man within him. Behold, I will make Jerusalem a cup of trembling unto all 

the people round about, when they shall be in the siege both against Judah and against 

Jerusalem. And in that day will I make Jerusalem a burdensome stone for all people: all 

that burden themselves with it shall be cut in pieces, though all the people of the earth be 

gathered together against it. In that day, saith the LORD, I will smite every horse with 

astonishment, and his rider with madness: and I will open mine eyes upon the house of 

Judah, and will smite every horse of the people with blindness. And the governors of 

Judah shall say in their heart, The inhabitants of Jerusalem shall be my strength in the 

LORD of hosts their God. In that day will I make the governors of Judah like an hearth of 

fire among the wood, and like a torch of fire in a sheaf; and they shall devour all the 

people round about, on the right hand and on the left: and Jerusalem shall be inhabited 

again in her own place, even in Jerusalem.”

Matthew 24:32-35 – “Now learn a parable of the fig tree; When his branch is yet tender, 

and putteth forth leaves, ye know that summer is nigh: So likewise ye, when ye shall see 

all these things, know that it is near, even at the doors.”

 ( Restoration of Fertility of the land 

Isaiah 35:1-2,7 – “The wilderness and the solitary place shall be glad for them; and the 

desert shall rejoice, and blossom as the rose. It shall blossom abundantly, and rejoice 

even with joy and singing: the glory of Lebanon shall be given unto it, the excellency of 

Carmel and Sharon, they shall see the glory of the LORD, and the excellency of our 

God. And the parched ground shall become a pool, and the thirsty land springs of water: 

in the habitation of dragons, where each lay, shall be grass with reeds and rushes.”

Ezekiel 36:34-35 – “And the desolate land shall be tilled, whereas it lay desolate in the 

sight of all that passed by. And they shall say, This land that was desolate is become like 

the garden of Eden; and the waste and desolate and ruined cities are become fenced, and 

are inhabited.”

( Revival of the language 

Zephaniah 3:9 – “For then will I turn to the people a pure language, that they may all call upon the name of the LORD, to serve him with one consent.”


When the Jews were dispersed in Europe, they developed a language which was a blending of German and Hebrew, known as Yiddish.  They still speak that to this day; however, efforts are underway to return to the original language of Hebrew.

( Resurgence of the military 

Zechariah 12:6 – “In that day will I make the governors of Judah like an hearth of fire among the wood, and like a torch of fire in a sheaf; and they shall devour all the people round about, on the right hand and on the left: and Jerusalem shall be inhabited again in her own place, even in Jerusalem.”


Israel, in its few years of re-existence, has rapidly become one of the dominant military powers in the world.

( Refocusing of world politics 

Zechariah 12:2-3 – “Behold, I will make Jerusalem a cup of trembling unto all the people 

round about, when they shall be in the siege both against Judah and against Jerusalem. 

And in that day will I make Jerusalem a burdensome stone for all people: all that burden 

themselves with it shall be cut in pieces, though all the people of the earth be gathered 

together against it.”

( Reoccupation of Jerusalem 

Zechariah 12:2-6 – “Behold, I will make Jerusalem a cup of trembling unto all the people 

round about, when they shall be in the siege both against Judah and against Jerusalem.

And in that day will I make Jerusalem a burdensome stone for all people: all that burden 

themselves with it shall be cut in pieces, though all the people of the earth be gathered 

together against it.  In that day, saith the LORD, I will smite every horse with 

astonishment, and his rider with madness: and I will open mine eyes upon the house of 

Judah, and will smite every horse of the people with blindness. And the governors of 

Judah shall say in their heart, The inhabitants of Jerusalem shall be my strength in the 

LORD of hosts their God. In that day will I make the governors of Judah like an hearth of 

fire among the wood, and like a torch of fire in a sheaf; and they shall devour all the 

people round about, on the right hand and on the left: and Jerusalem shall be inhabited 

again in her own place, even in Jerusalem.”

SUMMARY:  It is obvious, from the multitude of “signs” we have covered, that we are indeed living in the last days!  Signs in nature, in society, in technology, in world politics, and concerning the nation of Israel are all coming to pass in fulfillment of Biblical prophecy!  Undoubtedly, we are the generation that will see the return of the Lord Jesus Christ to resurrect the dead, to rapture His church, and to take us to be with Him in Heaven!  Now we turn our attention to these subjects.  

THE RAPTURE OF THE CHURCH

All of the “signs” we have considered in the last several pages point to a very momentous event which is about to occur – the Rapture of the Church with the Resurrection of the Dead in Christ!  

Scriptures:

John 14:1-6 – “Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in me. In 

my Father's house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to 

prepare a place for you.  And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and 

receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also. And whither I go ye 

know, and the way ye know. Thomas saith unto him, Lord, we know not whither thou 

goest; and how can we know the way? Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and 

the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.”

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 – “But I would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning them which are asleep, that ye sorrow not, even as others which have no hope.  For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so them also which sleep in Jesus will God bring with him.  For this we say unto you by the word of the Lord, that we which are alive and remain unto the coming of the Lord shall not prevent them which are asleep. For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first: Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord.  Wherefore comfort one another with these words.” 
1 Corinthians 15:20-26, 50-57 – “But now is Christ risen from the dead, and become the 

firstfruits of them that slept. For since by man came death, by man came also the 

resurrection of the dead. For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive.

But every man in his own order: Christ the firstfruits; afterward they that are Christ's at 

his coming.  Then cometh the end, when he shall have delivered up the kingdom to God, 

even the Father; when he shall have put down all rule and all authority and power. For he 

must reign, till he hath put all enemies under his feet. The last enemy that shall be 

destroyed is death….  Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the 

kingdom of God; neither doth corruption inherit incorruption. Behold, I shew you a 

mystery; We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, In a moment, in the 

twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be 

raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. For this corruptible must put on 

incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality. So when this corruptible shall have 

put on incorruption, and this mortal shall have put on immortality, then shall be brought 

to pass the saying that is written, Death is swallowed up in victory. O death, where is thy 

sting? O grave, where is thy victory?  The sting of death is sin; and the strength of sin is 

the law. But thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus 

Christ.”


The word “Rapture” comes from the Greek word “harpazo”, which means “to seize 

upon with force” or “to snatch up”.  Latin translators of the Bible used the word “rapere”, 

the root of the English term “rapture.”  At the Rapture the dead in Christ will be 

resurrected and those alive will be caught up into the air to be with them and with the 

Lord.  Somehow the word has caught on and we call this snatch of the church “The 

Rapture”.  


The passage out of 1 Thessalonians 4 recorded earlier indicate that one day (soon!) 

we will hear the sound of a trumpet, a shout, and the voice of the archangel!  This is the 

indication that Jesus has appeared to take us to be with Him!  At that moment, three 

significant things will happen.  These things will all happen almost simultaneously.  The 

Bible says they will occur “in the twinkling of an eye.”

Three Events Which Will Occur at the Rapture

1)
The Resurrection of the Righteous Dead

Physical death does not end human existence.  One of the most comforting and 

reassuring teachings in God’s Word is the promise of a bodily resurrection.  Jesus’ 

resurrection is the proof and example of our own resurrection.  His resurrection is 

described as the “firstfruits”, implying additional resurrections.


At the time of the Rapture, according to the passages above, those who have died in 

Christ will be literally, bodily resurrected and will be transformed into glorified bodies, 

which are imperishable, eternal, and recognizable.  

2)
The Rapture of the Living Believers in Christ


Suddenly, at the sound of that trumpet, that shout, and the voice of the archangel, belivers in Christ Jesus will suddenly disappear off the face of the earth!  The Bible says that two will be working in the field, one will be taken, one will be left behind.  This event will occur without warning.  No one knows the day or the hour.  Only by considering the prophetic “signs” given in the Bible (as we have seen earlier in this material) can we know the season.  That season is now!  We are the generation living in the season of Christ’s appearance!

3)  A Great Family Reunion


The Word says that at the time of the Resurrection and Rapture we would meet the Lord in the air, and so should we ever be with the Lord.  In other words, we will be reunited with the Lord Himself, with lost friends and family who died in the Lord, with all of the Biblical saints as well as every other saint who has ever lived!  What a great big, glorious family reunion that will be!

Will the Rapture Occur Before The Tribulation?


In The Rapture Question, page 192, John F. Walvoord mentions fifty arguments for a Pre-Tribulation Rapture.  Here are a few of his compelling arguments:

 1.
Pre-Tribulationism is the only view that allows literal interpretation of all Old and New Testament passages on the great tribulation.

 2.
Pre-Tribulationism distinguishes clearly between Israel and the Church and their respective programs.

 3.
The Great Tribulation is properly interpreted by pre-tribulationists as a time of preparation for Israel’s restoration.  It is not the purpose of the tribulation to prepare the Church for glory.

 4.
None of the Old Testament passages on the Tribulation mention the Church.

 5.
None of the New Testament passages on the Tribulation mention the Church.

 6.
The unity of Daniel’s seventieth week is maintained by pre-tribulationists alone.

 7.
The translation of the church is never mentioned in any passage dealing with the Second Coming of Christ after the Tribulation.

 8.
The church is not appointed to wrath and therefore cannot enter “the great day of wrath.”

 9.
It is characteristic of divine dealing to deliver believers before a divine judgment is inflicted on the word as illustrated in the deliverances of Noah and Lot.

10.
The pre-tribulation interpretation teaches that the appearance of Christ is actually imminent.  None of the other positons can claim this.

11.
The exhortation to be comforted by the coming of the Lord would be ridiculous if one were first to have to go through the Great Tribulation.

12.
Only the pre-tribulation rapture allows for the Biblical comparisons between the Jewish wedding and the Marriage of the Bride (the Church) to her Groom (Christ).  

THE BEMA SEAT JUDGMENT


Those who believe that a Christian’s actions carry no eternal consequences have overlooked a major area of Biblical theology. There are those who believe heaven will be the same for every believer and therefore as long as they are “in” that’s all that matters.  Afterall, if one accepts God’s plan of salvation by grace, salvation through a belief in Jesus, then they are assured of an eternal life with God.  So what is the motivation to keep away from sin and to maintain faithfulness and service?  Does it matter?  Do we have anything to lose?  Is there anything to gain?

The answers to these questions become evident when a person understands the Bible’s teaching on Christ’s judgment of believers.  

Following the Rapture the Church will experience the Bema Seat Judgment of Christ.  A “Bema” in ancient Greece or Rome was a raised, stepped platform or a tribunal on which a magistrate would sit to deliver a public address or judgments.  The Bible teaches that every believer will stand before Christ’s “bema” to be evaluated.  Several passages state this explicitly. 
Scriptures:

Primary Text:  2 Corinthians 5:10 – “For we must all appear before the judgment seat 

(bema) of  Christ; that every one may receive the things done in his body, according to 

that he hath  done, whether it be good or bad.”

1 Corinthians 3:11-15 – “For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is 

Jesus Christ. Now if any man build upon this foundation gold, silver, precious stones, 

wood, hay, stubble;  Every man's work shall be made manifest: for the day shall declare 

it, because it shall be revealed by fire; and the fire shall try every man's work of what sort 

it is. If any man's work abide which he hath built thereupon, he shall receive a reward. If 

any man's work shall be burned, he shall suffer loss: but he himself shall be saved; yet so 

as by fire.”

Romans 14:12 – “So then every one of us shall give account of himself to God.”

Matthew 12:36-37 – “But I say unto you, That every idle word that men shall speak, they 

shall give account thereof in the day of judgment. For by thy words thou shalt be 

justified, and by thy words thou shalt be condemned.”

Parables:

Matthew 25:13-30 – “Watch therefore, for ye know neither the day nor the hour wherein 

the Son of man cometh. For the kingdom of heaven is as a man travelling into a far 

country, who called his own servants, and delivered unto them his goods. And unto one 

he gave five talents, to another two, and to another one; to every man according to his 

several ability; and straightway took his journey. Then he that had received the five 

talents went and traded with the same, and made them other five talents. And likewise he 

that had received two, he also gained other two. But he that had received one went and 

digged in the earth, and hid his lord's money. After a long time the lord of those servants 

cometh, and reckoneth with them. And so he that had received five talents came and 

brought other five talents, saying, Lord, thou deliveredst unto me five talents: behold, I 

have gained beside them five talents more. His lord said unto him, Well done, thou good 

and faithful servant: thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will make thee ruler over 

many things: enter thou into the joy of thy lord. He also that had received two talents 

came and said, Lord, thou deliveredst unto me two talents: behold, I have gained two 

other talents beside them. His lord said unto him, Well done, good and faithful servant; 

thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will make thee ruler over many things: enter 

thou into the joy of thy lord. Then he which had received the one talent came and said, 

Lord, I knew thee that thou art an hard man, reaping where thou hast not sown, and 

gathering where thou hast not strawed: And I was afraid, and went and hid thy talent in 

the earth: lo, there thou hast that is thine. His lord answered and said unto him, Thou 

wicked and slothful servant, thou knewest that I reap where I sowed not, and gather 

where I have not strawed: Thou oughtest therefore to have put my money to the 

exchangers, and then at my coming I should have received mine own with usury. Take 

therefore the talent from him, and give it unto him which hath ten talents. For unto every 

one that hath shall be given, and he shall have abundance: but from him that hath not 

shall be taken away even that which he hath. And cast ye the unprofitable servant into 

outer darkness: there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” 

Luke 19:11-27 – “And as they heard these things, he added and spake a parable, because 

he was nigh to Jerusalem, and because they thought that the kingdom of God should 

immediately appear. He said therefore, A certain nobleman went into a far country to 

receive for himself a kingdom, and to return. And he called his ten servants, and 

delivered them ten pounds, and said unto them, Occupy till I come. But his citizens hated 

him, and sent a message after him, saying, We will not have this man to reign over us.

 And it came to pass, that when he was returned, having received the kingdom, then he 

commanded these servants to be called unto him, to whom he had given the money, that 

he might know how much every man had gained by trading. Then came the first, saying, 

Lord, thy pound hath gained ten pounds. And he said unto him, Well, thou good servant: 

because thou hast been faithful in a very little, have thou authority over ten cities. And 

the second came, saying, Lord, thy pound hath gained five pounds. And he said likewise 

to him, Be thou also over five cities. And another came, saying, Lord, behold, here is thy 

pound, which I have kept laid up in a napkin: For I feared thee, because thou art an 

austere man: thou takest up that thou layedst not down, and reapest that thou didst not 

sow. And he saith unto him, Out of thine own mouth will I judge thee, thou wicked 

servant. Thou knewest that I was an austere man, taking up that I laid not down, and 

reaping that I did not sow: Wherefore then gavest not thou my money into the bank, that 

at my coming I might have required mine own with usury? And he said unto them that 

stood by, Take from him the pound, and give it to him that hath ten pounds  (And they 

said unto him, Lord, he hath ten pounds.) For I say unto you, That unto every one which 

hath shall be given; and from him that hath not, even that he hath shall be taken away 

from him. But those mine enemies, which would not that I should reign over them, bring 

hither, and slay them before me.”


Before proceeding any further, it is important to distinguish between the Bema Seat 

Judgment of believers from the Great White Throne Judgment mentioned in Revelation 

20:12-13.  The Great White Throne Judgment is a judgment upon unbelievers, upon 

whom will descend the judgment of their eternal destiny in hell.  The Bema Seat 

Judgment is upon believers, who have already received the atonement for their sins, 

which were judged on Christ’s Cross.  This judgment will not be to determine their eternal destiny, but to determine the rewards they will receive.  


So, what are the criteria by which we will be judged?  What will the Lord be looking for?  At least three things…

1)
Fellowship.  Are we walking in fellowship and love with God and others?  Jesus said that these were the two greatest commands.  

2)
Faithfulness.  Are we faithful in our daily worship?  In our weekly worship?  In our stewardship of the time, talents, and treasures God has given us?

3)
Fruitfulness.  Are we bearing the Fruit of the Spirit, the Fruit of righteousness, the fruit of converts for Christ?


What, then, are the rewards meted at the Bema Judgment?  The Bible identifies at 

least five Crowns that will be given.

The Five Crowns Given as Rewards

1)  
The Incorruptible Crown.  This is the Worker’s Crown.  Paul states in 1 Corinthians 9:25 – “And every man that striveth for the mastery is temperate in all things.  Now they do it to obtain a corruptible crown; but we an incorruptible.”  

2)
The Crown of Rejoicing.  This is the Soul Winner’s Crown.  1 Thessalonians 2:19 – “For what is our hope, or joy, or Crown of Rejoicing?  Are not even ye in the presence of our Lord Jesus Christ at His Coming?”

3)
The Crown of Righteousness.  This is the Watcher’s Crown.  2 Timothy 4:8 – “Henceforth there is laid up for me a Crown of Righteousness, which the Lord, the Righteous Judge, shall give me at that day: and not to me only, but unto all them also that love His appearing.”   

4)
The Crown of Life.  This is the Martyr’s Crown.  Revelation 2:10 – “…be thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee a Crown of Life.”  James 1:12 – “Blessed is the man that endureth temptation: for when he is tried, he shall receive the Crown of Life, which the Lord hath promised to them that love him.”

5)
The Crown of Glory.  This is the Shepherd’s Crown.  1 Peter 5:4 – “And when the Chief Shepherd shall appear, ye shall receive a crown of glory that fadeth not away.feed the flock, which is among you, taking the oversight thereof, not by constraint, but willingly; not for filthy lucre, but of a ready mind; Neither as being lords over God’s heritage, but being ensamples to the flock.”


1 Corinthians 9:25 states, “And every man that striveth for the mastery is 

temperate in all things. Now they do it to obtain a corruptible crown; but we an 

incorruptible.”  Here Paul mentions a crown in the midst of urging us to observe the rules 

of the race, in other words, to live a holy life of servitude to the Lord in order to honor 

and please Him.  

THE MARRIAGE SUPPER OF THE LAMB
Scriptures  

2 Corinthians 11:2 – “For I am jealous over you with godly jealousy: for I have espoused 

you to one husband, that I may present you as a chaste virgin to Christ.”

Ephesians 5:22-23 – “Wives, submit yourselves unto your own husbands, as unto the 

Lord.  For the husband is the head of the wife, even as Christ is the head of the church: 

and he is the saviour of the body. Therefore as the church is subject unto Christ, so let the 

wives be to their own husbands in every thing. Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ 

also loved the church, and gave himself for it; That he might sanctify and cleanse it with 

the washing of water by the word, That he might present it to himself a glorious church, 

not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be holy and without 

blemish. So ought men to love their wives as their own bodies. He that loveth his wife 

loveth himself. For no man ever yet hated his own flesh; but nourisheth and cherisheth it, 

even as the Lord the church: For we are members of his body, of his flesh, and of his 

bones. For this cause shall a man leave his father and mother, and shall be joined unto his 

wife, and they two shall be one flesh. This is a great mystery: but I speak concerning 

Christ and the church.  Nevertheless let every one of you in particular so love his wife 

even as himself; and the wife see that she reverence her husband.”

Revelation 19:7-9 - “Let us be glad and rejoice, and give honour to him: for the marriage 

of the Lamb is come, and his wife hath made herself ready. And to her was granted that 

she should be arrayed in fine linen, clean and white: for the fine linen is the righteousness 

of saints. And he saith unto me, Write, Blessed are they which are called unto the 

marriage supper of the Lamb. And he saith unto me, These are the true sayings of God.”

The Jewish Approach to Marriage


In order to best understand the Marriage Supper of the Lamb, it should be placed in 

the context of the entire Jewish Wedding.  The Jews had an entirely different approach 

than we do today.  Theirs was a beautiful and meaningful process, which occurred 

through several stages.  

First, the prospective groom would approach a prospective bride and “propose” to 

her.  He would place a cup of wine before her, and if she drank it, she was indicating her 

agreeance to the union.  The groom would then say something to the effect, “I go to

prepare a place for you, and I will return to receive you unto myself.  

He would then leave and begin preparations for the bridal suite.  This was always a 

beautiful structure, with careful attention given to its construction.  Not only did it have to be a structurally sound place, but it had to be beautiful enough to receive the Bride.  Additionally, provisions had to be laid up, as the couple would be in the Bridal Chamber for a seven day period.  The father of the groom would oversee the process, and only when the father agreed to its being proper would he give the Groom the signal to go ahead and get his Bride!  


During the wait, the Bride would consider herself Betrothed, and would keep herself 

chaste and pure for her Groom.  Additionally, she would always be watching, knowing 

that the Groom would indeed return as promised!  This was always a time of great 

anticipation!  Additionally, she was considered fully married.  If her Groom were to die 

before returning, she would be considered a widow.


When the Father of the Groom gave the “go ahead” the Groom would go to get his 

Bride!  The Bride would be waiting, but never knowing the exact hour!  The Groom 

would always give her a little advance warning of his arrival, however.  He and the 

party attending him, passing toward her house with gaity and joyfulness, would give out a 

shout, allowing her just a few moments to prepare herself!  Obviously, she stayed ready 

the entire time, especially as more time passed and it became more likely the Groom 

would come soon!


The Groom would “snatch away” his Bride, and take her to the place he had prepared 

for her.  He would take her into the structure for a period of seven days.  During this 

seven day period, the wedding party would be waiting outside, feasting and making 

merry.  At the end of the seven day period, the Groom and his Bride would exit the Bridal 

Chamber and would come out to greet the well-wishers as guests at a great banquet – the 

Marriage Supper.  


The similarities between this and Jesus’ marriage to His bride are many.  Christ has 

offered the cup of wine, the cup of the New Covenant, to His Bride, the Church.  When 

we accept His offer, we are then betrothed to our new Husband, the Lord Jesus Christ.  

He has promised to return, and has gone to prepare a place for us (John 14:1ff).  We are 

Betrothed to Him, and are to walk in chaste purity, ever watchful in eager anticipation of 

His return.  One day – SOON! – He will return to take His bride for a seven day (seven 

year) period to the Bridal Chamber in Heaven!  Then, at the end of that seven year period 

we will partake with Him in the Marriage Supper of the Lamb!


What a glorious day that will be when the Lord Jesus returns to snatch away His 

Bride!  How important it is that we be a pure Bride when He returns!  How we ought to 

be looking forward with joyful anticipation the return of our Groom to take us to the 

Bridal Chamber in Heaven He has prepared for us!  That day will be very soon, and how 

glorious a day it will be!  Quoting again Revelation 19:9 – “Blessed are they which are 

called unto the marriage supper of the Lamb!”  Amen!

THE GREAT TRIBULATION

In the seven years following the Rapture and Resurrection, a great Reunion, the Bema of Christ, and the Marriage Supper of the Lamb will occur in Heaven.  Unfolding on earth during that same seven year period of time will be events of a most horrid and cataclysmic nature.  This period of time is best know by students of the Bible as:

( the Tribulation / Great Tribulation.  It is also known by many other names,         

        including: 

( the Day of God’s Vengeance (Isaiah 34:8, 63:1-6),

( the Time of Jacob’s Trouble (Jeremiah 30:7), 

( the Indignation of the Lord (Isaiah 26:20, 34:2), 

( the Overspreading of Abominations (Daniel 9:27), 

( the Time of Trouble Such as Never Was (Daniel 2:1), 

( Daniel’s Seventieth Week (Daniel 9:24-27), 

( the Time of the End (Daniel 12:9), 

( the Great Day of Wrath (Revelation 6:17), 

( the Hour of Judgment (Revelation 14:7), 

( the End of the World (Matthew 13:40, 49), and (most frequently)

( the Day of the Lord (Isaiah 2:12, 13:6-9, Ezekiel 13:5,  30:3; Joel 1:15, 

         2:1,11,31; Joel 3:14; Amos 5:18-20; Obadiah 15; Zephaniah   1:7,14;       

   Zechariah 14:1; Malachi 4:5; Acts 2:20; 1 Thessalonians 5:5;  2 Thessalonians  

   2:2;  2 Peter 3:10).

The following Passages are among many which describe this future fearful time:

Isaiah 13:6-7, 10,11 – “Howl ye, for the day of the Lord is at hand. . . .  Therefore shall all hands be faint, and every man’s heart shall melt. . . .  For the stars of heaven and the constellations thereof shall not give their light; the sun shall be darkened in his going forth, and the moon shall not cause her light to shine. . . .  And I will punish the world for their evil. . . .”

Isaiah 2:19 – “And they shall go into the holes of the rocks and into the caves of the earth for fear of the Lord. . .when He ariseth to shake terribly the earth.”

Isaiah 24:1, 19-20 – “Behold, the Lord maketh the earth empty. . .and turneth it upside down, and scattereth abroad the inhabitants thereof. . . .  The earth is utterly broken down, the earth is clean dissolved, the earth is moved exceedingly.  The earth shall reel to and fro like a drunkard.”

Isaiah 34:2-4 – “The indignation of the Lord is upon all nations, and His fury upon all their enemies. . . .  Their slain also shall be cast out, and their stink shall come up out of their carcasses, and the mountains shall be melted with their blood.  And all the host of Heaven shall be dissolved, and the heavens shall be rolled together as a scroll. . . .”

Isaiah 63:3,4,6 – “I have trodden the winepress alone. . .for I will tread them in mine anger, and trample them in my fury; and their blood shall be sprinkled upon My garments, and I will stain all My raiment.  For the day of vengeance is in Mine heart. . . .  And I will tread down the people in Mine anger, and make them drunk in My fury. . . .”

Jeremiah 25:32-33 – Thus saith the Lord of hosts, Behold, evil shall go forth from nation to nation, and a great whirlwind shall be raised up from the coasts of the earth.  And the slain of the Lord shall be at that day from one end of the earth even unto the other end of the earth; they shall not be lamented, neither gathered, nor buried. . . .”

Joel 2:1-2 – “Blow ye the trumpet in Zion, and sound an alarm in My holy mountain:  let all the inhabitants of the land tremble, for the day of the Lord cometh. . .a day of darkness and of gloominess, a day of clouds. . .there hath not been ever the like, neither shall be any more after it. . . .”

Zephaniah 1:14-15 – “The great day of the Lord is near. . .that day is a day of wrath, a day of trouble and distress. . . .”

Matthew 24:21-22 – “For then shall be great tribulation, such as was not since the beginning of the world to this time, no, nor ever shall be.  And except those days should be shortened, there should no flesh be saved. . . .”

Luke 21:25-26 – “And there shall be signs in the sun and in the moon and in the stars, and upon the earth distress of nations, with perplexity, the sea and the waves roaring, men’s hearts failing them for fear. . . .for the powers of heaven shall be shaken.”

1 Thessalonians 5:2-3 – “. . .the day of the Lord so cometh as a thief in the night.  For when they shall say, Peace and safety, then sudden destruction cometh upon them, as travail upon woman with child; and they shall not escape.”

Revelation 6:12-17 – “. . .and lo, there was a great earthquake; and the sun became black as sackcloth of hair, and the moon became as blood; and the stars of heaven fell unto the earth, even as a fig tree casteth her untimely figs, when she is shaken of a mighty wind.  And the heaven departed as a scroll when it is rolled together; and every mountain and island were moved out of their places.  And the kings of the earth, and the great men, and the rich men, and the chief captains, and the mighty men, and every bondman, and every free man, hid themselves in the dens and in the rocks of the mountains, and said to the mountains and rocks, Fall on us, and hide us from the face of Him that sitteth on the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb: for the great day of His wrath is come; and who shall be able to stand?”

Events which will occur in NATURE.

It is almost too much to fathom! 

( The earth will be traumatized by earthquakes of unimaginable number and ferocity. (The seas will turn to blood and the earth’s water supply will become undrinkable.

(The atmosphere will dissolve.  

(The sun, moon, and stars will be shaken.  

(The earth will groan under the burden of cataclysmic floods, fire, famine, pestilence,     

       and distresses.  

(Demonic hordes will be released to torment man and nature with unbearable miseries.  

(Mankind will be tormented with horrendous physical aliments, and will wish for death.

(Men of all social stature will run to holes in the rocks and caves in a vain effort to 

       escape all this torturous agony.

Events which will occur in SOCIETY.

* The PERSONS of the GREAT TRIBULATION.  A number of personalities will take 

    center stage during this time of wrath:

( The Devil.  

Revelation 12:12 – “Woe to the inhabiters of the earth and of the sea!  For the devil is come down unto you, having great wrath, because he knoweth that he hath but a short time.”

( The Antichrist.
2 Thessalonians 2:3-4, 9 – “. . .that man of sin. . .the son of perdition, who oppeseth and exalteth himself above all that is called God, or that is worshipped, so that he as God sitteth in the temple of God, shewing himself that he is God. . . . Even him, whose coming is after the working of Satan with all power and signs and lying wonders.”

( The False Prophet.

Revelation 13:11 – “And I beheld another beast coming up out of the earth; and he had two horns like a lamb, and he spake as a dragon.”

( Two Special Witnesses.

Revelation 11:3 – “And I will give power unto my two witnesses, and they shall prophesy a thousand two hundred and threescore days, clothed in sackcloth.”

( One Hundred Forty-Four Thousand Israelite Preachers.

Revelation 7:4 – “And I heard the number of them which were sealed:  and there were sealed an hundred and forty and four thousand of all tribes of the children of Israel.”  

Note:  These preachers will be instrumental in turning many Jews and a multitude of Gentiles to the Lord Jesus as Savior and Lord.  As a matter of fact, one of the greatest harvest of souls in the history of the world will occur during this time!

* OVERVIEW of EVENTS during this SEVEN YEAR PERIOD of WRATH:  


The period we are discussing is known, among other names, as “Daniel’s Seventieth Week.”  This refers to Daniels prophecy concerning the nature and duration of this time of tribulation.  

Daniel 9:24-27 – “Seventy weeks are determined upon thy people and upon thy holy city, 

to finish the transgression, and to make an end of sins, and to make reconciliation for 

iniquity, and to bring in everlasting righteousness, and to seal up the vision and prophecy, 

and to anoint the most Holy. Know therefore and understand, that from the going forth of 

the commandment to restore and to build Jerusalem unto the Messiah the Prince shall be 

seven weeks, and threescore and two weeks: the street shall be built again, and the wall, 

even in troublous times. And after threescore and two weeks shall Messiah be cut off, but 

not for himself: and the people of the prince that shall come shall destroy the city and the 

sanctuary; and the end thereof shall be with a flood, and unto the end of the war 

desolations are determined. And he shall confirm the covenant with many for one week: 

and in the midst of the week he shall cause the sacrifice and the oblation to cease, and for 

the overspreading of abominations he shall make it desolate, even until the 

consummation, and that determined shall be poured upon the desolate.”

The word translated “weeks” here means a unit of seven years.  Therefore, “seventy 

weeks” is a period of 490 years.  This 490 year period is divided into three sections:  

1)  Seven Weeks (from the time of the prophecy to the time of the decree) 2) Sixty-Nine

 Weeks (from the time of the decree to the time of the Messiah) and 3) a Final Week (the 

future Tribulation).

God revealed to Daniel that sixty-nine periods of  sevens, i.e., 483 years, would occur 

between the time of the commandment to rebuild Jerusalem (which occurred on March 5th, 445 B.C.) to the coming of the Messiah, the Anointed One, who would be cut off, but not for Himself (i.e., for us!).  Jesus Triumphal  Entry into Jerusalem occurred on March 31, A.D. 30 – 483 years later!


So, 69 of the 70 weeks (483 of 490 years) have been fulfilled exactly as Scripture indicated.  That leaves the final of the three sections mentioned above, the Final or 70th Week.  This is the seven-year period of time we are referring to in our discussion of the Tribulation.


You will note that, though the 1st through 69th weeks occurred in order, with no break in time, there is a great time gap between the 69th and 70th weeks.  The reason for this is that the 70 weeks refer to Israelite history.  After the Messiah was cut off (Jesus’ crucifiction) the Church Age was ushered in.  This was a Mystery to the Old Testament Prophets.  When the Church is removed at the Rapture, the Church Age will end and Israel’s final week, “Daniel’s Seventieth Week” will finally come to pass.


Notice again Daniel 9:27, which refers to the Antichrist’s activities during this final 

week:  “And he shall confirm the covenant with many for one week: and in the midst of 

the week he shall cause the sacrifice and the oblation to cease, and for the overspreading 

of abominations he shall make it desolate, even until the consummation, and that 

determined shall be poured upon the desolate.”
( The First 3½ years of the Tribulation .

Following the Rapture of the Church, the earth will be left in turmoil at the disappearance of millions of adults and every child.  The people of the earth will be ready to set aside their political, geographical, and ideological differences in order to restore “order” to the chaos.  A great political leader will arise whose charisma and gifts will become so apparent that his proposal to the world of a plan for peace will be embraced by almost the entire planet.  He will be successful in developing a treaty of peace between the Jewish Israelis and her Muslim neighbors.  This great leader will allow the Jews to rebuild their long-ruined temple and for three and one-half years peace will seem to reign on earth.  A one-world government and religion will be established.

There will be some who resist this great leader, in a time when non-conformity will be discouraged and even greatly opposed.  Every citizen on earth will be required to wear an identifying mark (the mark of the Beast) in either their forehead or hand.  (Note;  The technology already exists and is ready to put in operation to make this happen; i.e., microchips which can be implanted under the skin can contain a complete record of a persons medical and financial records).  Those who refuse this mark will be unable to operate in that society (cannot purchase food,  cannot get medical attention, etc.) and will be pursued as criminals.  

( The Second 3½ years of the Tribulation .

At the mid-way point of this seven-year period of Tribulation, according to Daniel’s prophecy,  this Great Leader will be revealed as the Antichrist when he enters the Jewish temple and sets himself up in it as god, desiring to be worshipped.  This is known as the “Abomination of Desolation” in Daniel 9:27 and Matthew 24:15.  2 Thessalonians 2:4 describes the Antichrist as one who “opposeth and exalteth himself above all this is called God, or that is worshipped; so that he as God sitteth in the temple of God, showing himself that he is God.” 

This will inaugurate the final half of the Tribulation, a period known as “Great Tribulation”.  It is during this time that the cataclysmic events described earlier will exponentially increase to a point of unimaginably horrid degree.    It will be a time of horrendous pain and suffering to both man and nature.

( The End of the Tribulation .

The Scriptures indicate that at the end of the Tribulation, Satan will gather together many nations at Armageddon.  Armageddon, located in north-central Palestine, means “the mountain of Megiddo.”  Under the direction of the Antichrist Satan will make war against God and His people in a battle that will involve the entire world..  When that occurs, Christ’s Second Coming to the earth will take place.  He will destroy the Antichrist, his armies, and all who do not obey the gospel.  Thereupon Christ will bind Satan for 1000 years and will establish His Millennial Kingdom.  

Jesus alluded to the time of Noah when describing these future events.  During Noah’s day, people were continuing life as usual, despite Noah’s warnings of a coming day of wrath.  Matthew 24:38-39 – “For as in the days that were before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day that Noe entered into the ark, And knew not until the flood came and took them all away; so shall also the coming of the Son of man be.”

 C. H. Spurgeon’s comments on this text are worth heeding:  “Universal was the doom, neither rich nor poor escaped:  the learned and the illiterate, the admired and the abhorred, the religious and the profane, the old and the young, all sank in one common ruin.  Some had doubtless ridiculed the patriarch – where now their merry jests?  Others had threatened him for his zeal which they counted madness – where now their boastings and hard speeches?  The critic who judged the old man’s work is drowned in the same sea which covers his sneering companions.  Those who spoke patronizingly of the good man’s fidelity to his convictions, but shared not in them, have sunk to rise no more, and the workers who for pay helped to build the wondrous ark, are all lost also.  The flood swept them all away, and made no single exception.  Even so, out of Christ, final destruction is sure to every man or woman born; no rank, possession, or character, shall suffice to save a single soul who has not believed in the Lord Jesus.  My soul, behold this wide-spread judgment and tremble at it. How marvelous the general apathy!  They were all eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, till the awful morning dawned.”

* Will CHRISTIANS go Through the TRIBULATION?

We have already stated in an earlier section of these notes that Christians will NOT go through this time of great peril.  Several reasons were given.  Three of the greatest reasons we have for believing Christians will not go through the Tribulation are as follows:

1)
Immenence.


The events of the Tribulation occur can be “clocked” according to a Scriptural time-table.  Once the decree allowing the Jews to rebuild their temple and a peace treaty among the nations of the mid-east are established, the clock of Daniel’s 70-week prophecy will begin to run again.  In the middle of that 70th week (3 ½ years later) the Scriptures indicate that the Antichrist will set himself in the temple and declare himself as God.  Also, the Scriptures indicate that at the end of that time Jesus’ Second Coming will occur and Satan and the Antichrist will be defeated.


The point is this:  The Scriptures indicate that we as believers cannot know the time of Jesus’ appearance to translate His saints into heaven.  The time of that appearance is secret, and His appearance is described as a thief in the night; i.e., unexpectedly and suddenly.  The time of Christ’s Second Coming will be able to be calculated once the events in the above paragraph begin to transpire.  Thus, we do not know the time of Christ’s appearance in the sky to Resurrect and Rapture the saints, but the time of His Second Coming to the earth will be known once the Antichrist’s decree of peace and permission is given to rebuild Israel’s temple.

2)
Saved from Wrath.

The time of the Tribulation is know as the time of Jacob’s (or Israel’s) Trouble.  The restraining Church, according the 2 Thessalonians 2, will have been removed so that the full measure of evil may be accomplished.  


Furthermore, we have examples in Scripture of God’s saving His righteous ones before His wrath is manifest.  Examples include:  a) Lot’s removal before Sodom and Gomorrah’s destruction and b) Noah’s removal before the destruction of the entire earth by means of the flood.

3) 
The Blessed Hope.

Titus 2:13 – “Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ.”  

If the Church knew she had to go through the Tribulation before Christ’s appearance, she would NOT be eager for that event!  Only the promise of her removal from this earth prior to that evil day of distress can be described as a Blessed Hope.

* The CHRISTIANS RESPONSE and RESPONSIBILITY


A day of great tribulation will come upon the earth following Christ’s appearance to Resurrect and Rapture His saints.  In the introductory material I stated that the Christian’s response and responsibility were threefold:

1)  
In light of the immenent RAPTURE of the Church, the Church should WATCH.  

Matthew 24:42 states:  “Watch therefore:  for ye know not what hour your Lord doth come.”   1 Thessalonians 5:6 – “Therefore let us not sleep, as do others; but let us watch and be sober.”  

2)  
Knowing we shall all face THE JUDGMENT SEAT (BEMA) OF CHRIST, the 

            Church should WALK IN PURITY.

1 John 3:2b-3 states:  “…But we know that, when He shall appear, we shall be like Him; for we shall see Him as He is.  And every man that hath this hope in Him purifieth himself, even as He is pure.”  Additionally, speaking of the man who is faithfully serving His Master in his Master’s absence, Jesus says in Matthew 24:46, “Blessed is that servant whom his Lord when he cometh shall find so doing.”  Knowing the certainty of Jesus’ return, and the haste with which that day approaches, the believer should walk in both holy behavior and faithful service, lest he be ashamed when Jesus does appear.

3)
Knowing that the TRIBULATION is coming for all those who have not received Christ’s offer of salvation prior to His Appearance, there is an ever-increasing urgency to WITNESS.

Matthew 24:14 -   “And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a witness unto all nations; and then shall the end come.”  Peter, when questioned about the delay in Jesus’ promised return, answers in 2 Peter 3:9, “The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some men count slackness; but is longsuffering to usward, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance.”  

THE SECOND COMING OF CHRIST

Following the seven years of terrible tribulation on the earth and seven years in which the Resurrected and Raptured Saints are in heaven with the Lord, an event will transpire which has been foretold by many Old and New Testament prophets – the Second Coming of Jesus Christ to the earth!  This event is different from the Rapture on the basis of the following distinguishing features1:

	The Rapture
	The Second Coming

	1.  Christ comes in the air.


	1.  Christ comes to the earth.

	2.  He comes for His Saints.


	2.  Christ comes with His Saints.

	3.  The rapture is a mystery, a truth  

     unknown in Old Testament times.


	3.  It is not a mystery; it is the subject of

      many Old Testament prophecies.

	4.  The Rapture is presented as a time of

      of blessing


	4.  The main emphasis on His Coming will

      be on judgment

	5.  The Rapture takes place in a moment, in 

      a twinkling of an eye, implying that it 

      will not be witnessed by the world.


	5.  His Coming will be visible worldwide.

	6.  The Rapture involves the Church 

      primarily.


	6.  His Coming involves Israel primarily, 

      then also the Gentile nations. 

	7.  The Rapture is Immenent, at any 

      moment.
	7.  His Coming follows definite signs, 

      including the Tribulation


( The Chronology of Christ’s Second Coming

1.
It begins with fearful manifestations in the skies.

Matthew 24:29 – “Immediately after the tribulation of those days shall the sun be darkened, and the moon shall not give her light, and the stars shall fall form heaven, and the powers of the heavens shall be shaken.”

2.
In the midst of this, the heavens open and Jesus comes forth.

Matthew 24:30 – “And then shall appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven:  and then shall all the tribes of the earth mourn, and they shall see the Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven with power and great glory.”

3.
The returning Savior touches down upon the Mount of Olives, causing a great earthquake.


Zechariah 14:4 – “And His feet shall stand in that day upon the Mount of Olives, which is before Jerusalem on the east, and the Mount of Olives shall cleave in the midst thereof toward the east and toward the west, and there shall be a very great valley; and half of the mountain shall remove toward the north, and half of it toward the south.”


Note:  Tradition states that Christ first spoke the Lord’s Prayer on this mountain.  It is interesting to note that in the Lord’s Prayer He prayed, “Thy Kingdom Come” – and the place He prayed that prayer is the place it will occur!  Additionally, it is from here that he sent for a colt to ride during the triumphal entry of Palm Sunday.  And, it was from here that He ascended after His resurrection.  He will return to the exact place from which He left!

4.
It is at this time that Satan and the world’s nations will be assembled at Armageddon to wage war against the Coming King.  Satan and the Antichrist will be overthrown and Satan will be bound for 1000 years.

( The Purpose of Christ’s Second Coming

1.
To defeat the antichrist and the world’s nations assembled at Armageddon.

2.
To regather, regenerate, and restore faithful Israel.  Although this has seen partial fulfillment already, it will culminate at this time in Israel’s final and complete restoration.

3.
To separate the sheep from the goats.  Matthew 25:31-46 – “When the Son of man shall come in his glory, and all the holy angels with him, then shall he sit upon the throne of his glory: And before him shall be gathered all nations: and he shall separate them one from another, as a shepherd divideth his sheep from the goats: And he shall set the sheep on his right hand, but the goats on the left.  Then shall the King say unto them on his right hand, Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world: For I was an hungred, and ye gave me meat: I was thirsty, and ye gave me drink: I was a stranger, and ye took me in: Naked, and ye clothed me: I was sick, and ye visited me: I was in prison, and ye came unto me. Then shall the righteous answer him, saying, Lord, when saw we thee an hungred, and fed thee? or thirsty, and gave thee drink? When saw we thee a stranger, and took thee in? or naked, and clothed thee? Or when saw we thee sick, or in prison, and came unto thee? And the King shall answer and say unto them, Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto me. Then shall he say also unto them on the left hand, Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his angels: For I was an hungred, and ye gave me no meat: I was thirsty, and ye gave me no drink:  I was a stranger, and ye took me not in: naked, and ye clothed me not: sick, and in prison, and ye visited me not.  Then shall they also answer him, saying, Lord, when saw we thee an hungred, or athirst, or a stranger, or naked, or sick, or in prison, and did not minister unto thee?  Then shall he answer them, saying, Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye did it not to one of the least of these, ye did it not to me. And these shall go away into everlasting punishment: but the righteous into life eternal.”

 
Note:  1)  The Sheep and Goat Judgment is not the same as the Great White Throne Judgment of Revelation 20:11-15, because the one takes place at the end of the Tribulation and the other occurs at the end of the Millennium.  2)  The basis of this judgment is how those Gentiles who survived the tribulation have treated faithful Israel.

4.
To bind Satan.  Revelation 20:1-3 – “And I saw an angel come down from heaven, having the key of the bottomless pit and a great chain in his hand.  And he laid hold on the dragon, that old serpent, which is the Devil, and Satan, and bound him a thousand years, and cast him into the bottomless pit, and shut him up, and set a seal upon him, that he should deceive the nations no more till the thousand years should be fulfilled.”

5.
To resurrect Old Testament and tribulation saints.


Note:  There are at least four major Biblical resurrections.  These are:


a.
The resurrection of Christ.


b.
The resurrection of believers at the Rapture.

c.
The resurrection of Old Testament and tribulation saints at the Second Coming.

d.
The resurrection of the unsaved at the end of the Millennium. (See Revelation 20:5, 11-14).

6.
To judge fallen angels.  Jude 6 – “And the angels which kept not their first estate, but left their own habitation, he hath reserved in everlasting chains under darkness unto the judgment of the great day.”

1Willimgton’s The King Is Coming, Tyndale Publishing, ©1986 was consulted in compiling this information.
THE MILLENNIUM

Christ’s Second Coming will inaugurate His Kingdom Reign on the Earth.  At His 

First Coming He came as the Suffering Servant, the Lamb of God sacrificed for our sins.  At His Second Coming He will come as the King of Kings, the Lion of the Tribe of Judah, coming to reign over His creation.

* Scriptures Concerning the Millennium
The primary text explanation the duration of this time is found in Revelation.

Revelation 20:1-6 – “And I saw an angel come down from heaven, having the key of the 

bottomless pit and a great chain in his hand.  And he laid hold on the dragon, that old 

serpent, which is the Devil, and Satan, and bound him a thousand years,  And cast him 

into the bottomless pit, and shut him up, and set a seal upon him, that he should deceive 

the nations no more, till the thousand years should be fulfilled: and after that he must be 

loosed a little season.  And I saw thrones, and they sat upon them, and judgment was 

given unto them: and I saw the souls of them that were beheaded for the witness of Jesus, 

and for the word of God, and which had not worshipped the beast, neither his image, 

neither had received his mark upon their foreheads, or in their hands; and they lived and 

reigned with Christ a thousand years. But the rest of the dead lived not again until the 

thousand years were finished. This is the first resurrection. Blessed and holy is he that 

hath part in the first resurrection: on such the second death hath no power, but they shall 

be priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign with him a thousand years.”

In addition to this text, the Old and New Testaments both have a number of references to 

this event.  Here are the references to a few of them:

( Old Testament References to the Millennium
Psalm 2:6-9

Psalm 22:27-31

Psalm 47

Psalm 67

Psalm 89:19-29

Psalm 110

Psalm 132:13-18

Isaiah 2:1-4

Isaiah 9:6-7

Isaiah 11:3b-9

Isaiah 24:21-23

Jeremiah 23:5

Jeremiah 33:6-18

Ezekiel 20:33-44

Ezekiel 37:24-28

Ezekiel 29:21-29

Ezekiel 43:7

Daniel 7:13-14, 18, 27

Hosea 3:4-5

Joel 3:14-17, 21

Micah 4:1-7

Zephaniah 3:14-20

Haggai 2:20-23

Zechariah 2:10-13

Zechariah 6:12-13

Zechariah 8:2-3

Zechariah 9:10

Zechariah 14:1-9

( New Testament References to the Millennium

Matthew 19:28

Matthew 25:31

Luke 1:26-38

Acts 1:3-6

Acts 3:21

Romans 8:18-23

2 Thessalonians 1:7-10

2 Timothy 2:12, 26-27

Revelation 3:21

Revelation 5:9-10

Revelation 11:15

Revelation 12:5

Revelation 15:3-4

Revelation 19:15-16

* Conditions Existing Within the Millennium 

 
(Things to Come, J. D. Pentecost, p. 487)


Much Scripture is devoted to stating the untold blessings and glory poured out upon 

earth through the beneficence of the Lord Jesus Christ in the Kingdom.  Following are 

some of those blessings:

A.
Peace.  The cessation of war through the unification of the kingdoms of the world under the reign of Christ, together with the resultant economic prosperity, since nations need not devote vast proportions of their expenditure on munitions, is a major theme of the prophets.  National and individual peace is the fruit of messiah’s reign (Isaiah 2:4; 9:4-7; 11:6-9; 32:17-18; 33:5-6; 54:13; 55:12; 60:18; 65:25; 66:12; Ezekiel 28:26; 34:25, 28; Hosea 2:18; Micah 4:2-3; Zechariah 9:10).

B.
Joy.  The fullness of joy will be a distinctive mark of the age (Isaiah 9:3-4; 12:3-6; 14:7-8; 25:8-9; 30:29; 42:1, 10-12; 52:9; 60:15; 61:7, 10; 65:18-19; 66:10-14; Jeremiah 30:18-19; 31:13-14; Zephaniah 3:14-17; Zechariah 8:18-19; 10:6-7)

C.
Holiness.  The theocratic kingdom will be a holy kingdom, in which holiness is manifested through the King and the King’s subjects.  The land will be holy, the city holy, the temple holy, and the subjects holy unto the Lord (Isaiah 1:26-27; 4:3-4; 29:18-23; 31:6-7; 35:8-9; 52:1; 60:21; 61:10; Jeremiah 31:23; Ezekiel 36:24-31; 37:23-24; 43:7-12; 45:1; Joel 3:21; Zephaniah 3:11,13; Zechariah 8:3; 13:1-2; 14:20-21)

D.
Glory.  The kingdom will be a glorious kingdom, in which the glory of God will find full manifestation (Isaiah 24:23; 4:2; 35:2; 40:5; 60:1-9)

E.
Comfort.  The King will personally minister to every need, so that there will be the fulness of comfort in that day (Isaiah 12:1-2; 29:22-23; 30:26; 40:1-2; 49:13; 51:3; 61:3-7; 66:13-14; Jeremiah 31:23-25; Zephaniah 3:18-20; Zechariah 9:11-12; Revelation 21:4).

F.
Justice.  There will be the administration of perfect justice to every individual (Isaiah 9:7; 11:5; 32:16; 42:1-4; 65:21-23; Jeremiah 23:5; 31:23; 31:29-30).

G.
Full Knowledge.  The ministry of the King will bring the subjects of His kingdom into full knowledge.  Doubtless there will be an unparalleled teaching ministry of the Holy Spirit. (Isaiah 11:1-2 ,9; 41:19-20; 54:13; Habbakuk 2:14).

H.
Instruction.  This knowledge will come about through the instruction that issues from the King (Isaiah 2:2-3; 12:3-6; 25:9; 29:17-24; 30:20-21; 32:3-4; 49:10; 52:8; Jeremiah 3:14-15; 23:1-4; Micah 4:2).

I.
The Removal of the Curse.  The original curse placed upon creation (Genesis 3: 17-19) will be removed, so that there will be abundant productivity to the earth.  Animal creation will be changed so as to lose its venom and ferocity.  (Isaiah 11:6-9; 35:9; 65:25).

J.
Sickness Removed.  The ministry of the King as a healer will be seen throughout the age, so that sickness and even death, except as a penal measure in dealing with overt sin, will be removed (Isaiah 33:24; Jeremiah 30:17; Ezekiel 34:16).

K.
Healing of the Deformed.  Accompanying this ministry will be the healing of all deformity at the inception of the millennium (Isaiah 29:17-19; 35:3-6; 61:1-2; Jeremiah 31:8; Micah 4:6-7; Zephaniah 3:19).

L.
Protection.  There will be a supernatural work of preservation of life in the millennial age through the King (Isaiah 41:8-14; 62:8-9; Jeremiah 32:27; 23:6; Ezekiel 34:27; Joel 3:16-17; Amos 9:15; Zechariah 8:14-15; 9:8; 14:10-11).

M.
Freedom from Oppression.  There will be no social, political or religious oppression in that day (Isaiah 14:3-6; 42:6-7; 49:8-9; Zechariah 9:11-12).

N.
No Immaturity.  The suggestion seems to be that there will not be the tragedies of feeble-mindedness nor of dwarfed bodies in that day (Isaiah 65:20).  Longevity will be restored.

O.
Reproduction by the Living Peoples.  The living saints who go into the millennium in their natural bodies will beget children throughout the age.  The earth’s population will soar.  These born in the age will not be born without a sin nature, so salvation will be required ( Jeremiah 30:20; 31:29; Ezekiel 47:22; Zechariah 10:8).

P.
Labor.  The period will not be characterized by idleness, but there will be a perfect economic system, in which the needs of men are abundantly provided for by labor in that system, under the guidance of the King.  There will be a fully developed industrialized society, providing for the needs of the King’s subjects (Isaiah 62:8-9; 65:21-23; Jeremiah 31:5; Ezekiel 48:18-19).

Q.
Economic Prosperity.  The perfect labor situation will produce economic abundance, so that there will be no want (Isaiah 4:1; 35:1-2, 7; 30:23-25; 62:8-9; 65:21-23; Jeremiah 31:5, 12; Ezekiel 34:26; Micah 4:1,4; Zechariah 8:11-12; 9:16-17; Ezekiel 36:29-30; Joel 2:21-27; Amos 9:13-14).

R.
Increase of Light.  There will be an increase of solar and lunar light in the age.  This increased light probably is a major cause in the increased productivity of the earth (Isaiah 4:5; 30:26; 60:19-20; Zechariah 2:5).

S.
Unified Language.  The language barriers will be removed so that there can be free social intercourse (Zephaniah 3:9).

T.
Unified Worship.  All the world will unite in the worship of God and God’s Messiah (Isaiah 45:23; 52:1, 7-10; 66:17-23; Zechariah 13:2; 14:16; 8:23; 9:7; Zephaniah 3:9; Malachi 1:11; Revelation 5:9-14).

U.
The Manifest Presence of God.  God’s presence will be fully recognized and fellowship with God will be experienced to an unprecedented degree (Ezekiel 37:27-28; Zechariah 2:2, 10-13; Revelation 21:3).

V.
The Fulness of the Spirit.  Divine presence and enablement will be the experience of all who are in subjection to the authority of the King (Isaiah 32:13-15; 41:1; 44:3; 59:19, 21; 61:1; Ezekiel 36:26-27; 37:14; 39:29; Joel 2:28-29; Ezekiel 11:19-20).

W.
The Perpetuity of the Millennial State.  That which characterizes the millennial age is not viewed as temporary, but eternal (Joel 3:20; Amos 9:15; Ezekiel 37:26-28; Isaiah 51:6-8; 55:3, 13; 56:5; 60:19-20; 61:8; Jeremiah 32:40; Ezekiel 16:60; 43:7-9; Daniel 9:24; Hosea 2:19-23).

* Final Matters Concerning the Millennium 

Revelation 20:7-15 – “And when the thousand years are expired, Satan shall be loosed 

out of his prison, and shall go out to deceive the nations which are in the four quarters of 

the earth, God and Magog, to gather them together to battle, the number of whom is as 

the sand of the sea.  And they went up on the breadth of the earth, and compassed the 

camp of the saints about, and the beloved city:  and fire came down from God out of 

heaven, and devoured them.  And the devil that deceived them was cast into the lake of 

fire and brimstone, where the beast and the false prophet are, and shall be tormented day 

and night for ever and ever. And I saw a great white throne, and him that sat on it, from 

whose face the earth and the heaven fled away; and there was found no place for them.

And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before God; and the books were opened: and 

another book was opened, which is the book of life: and the dead were judged out of 

those things which were written in the books, according to their works. And the sea gave 

up the dead which were in it; and death and hell delivered up the dead which were in 

them: and they were judged every man according to their works. And death and hell were 

cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death. And whosoever was not found written 

in the book of life was cast into the lake of fire.”

At the end of the Millennium, four events will occur:

( Satan Will Be Released and will be Permanently Overthrown

Satan will be released and will lead the nations in a revolt against God at the Battle of Gog and Magog.  He will be soundly and finally defeated and will be cast forever into the lake of fire.

( The Great White Throne Judgment will Occur


All of the unrighteous dead will finally be resurrected to face judgment for their rejection of righteousness and for their wicked deeds.  Christ will sit on the throne and two books will be opened.

1.
The Book of Life – to determine whether their names are included.  If their names had been included, based on their faith in Jesus Christ prior to death, they wouldn’t even be facing this judgment; therefore, the point will be to prove one final time that they had refused salvation God’s way, and will face His judgment and wrath.
2.
The Book of Works – to demonstrate their wickedness and God’s justification in his righteous judgment and wrath against them.


Everyone present at this judgment will be faced with the futility and hopelessness 

of their standing before God, and will be cast into the lake of fire – hell – for eternity.  

( The Old Heavens and Earth as We Know Them Will Be Destroyed.

2 Peter 3:10-11 – “…The heavens shall pass away with a great noise, and the elements 

shall melt with fervent heat, the earth also and the works that are therein shall be burned 

up.”

( New Heavens and a New Earth Will Be Created.

ETERNITY

Following the Millennial reign of Jesus Christ, and after Satan’s final rebellion 

and permanent incarceration in hell, and the destruction of the present earth and its atmosphere by fire, eternity will be ushered in.  The Bible speaks of a New Heavens and a New Earth being established.  Additionally, the Bible speaks of either Heaven or Hell as the future destiny of ever soul that ever lived.  This section will seek to explain what the Bible has to say about these subjects.  First, though, a word about the eternal destiny of the unrighteous.

* Concerning the Abode of the Dead and Hell


Hell is the biblical term for the place of those who are eternally lost.  The two Greek words used for “hell” in the New Testament are Hades and Gehenna..  The temporary holding place is Hades, while Gehenna refers to the final place of torment for lost souls.  The lake of fire is synonymous with Gehenna, which differs from Hades in that Gehenna is a place where there are degrees of suffering.  


The word Gehenna is used twelve times in the New Testament.  It takes its name from the “Valley of Hinnom” a place where King Ahaz introduced the sacrifice of little children to the god Molech.  This place became so detested that it was used a dump for all kinds of refuse that burned continually.  Therefore, Gehenna is equivalent to the “lake of fire”.  Gehenna is the final place of punishment and torment for all those who reject Christ.  Those consigned there are all whose names were not found in the book olf life.


The lake of fire is described in Scripture as a place “where their worm dieth not” (Mark 9:44), as a place of outer “darkness” (Matthew 9:12), where “the smoke of their torment ascendeth” (Revelation 14:11), and where the “second death occurs” (eternal separation from God in “fire and brimstone (Revelation 20:14, 21:8).

( The Abode of the Dead Before the Cross

It is held by a number of Bible students that before Jesus died, the souls of all men descended into an abode located somewhere in the earth known as Sheol in the Old Testament and Hades in the New Testament.  Originally, there were two sections of Hades, one for the saved and one for the lost.  The saved section is sometimes called “paradise” and is at other times referred to as “Abraham’s bosom.”  (Note Luke:23:32 and Luke 16:22.)

There is no name given for the unsaved section apart from the general designation of Hades.  In Luke 16 Jesus relates the account of a poor believer who died and went to the saved part of Hades and of a rich unbeliever who died and went to the unsaved section.  A number of extremely interesting conclusions may be derived from this account:

1.
Angels were the pallbearers of the righteous dead’s souls.

2.
For the righteous, this abode of the dead was a place of comfort and rest.

3.
For the unrighteous, this abode of the dead was a place of torment, pain, flame, thirst, separation, anger, hopeless frustration, and `endless remorse.

4.
In both sections of this abode, the residents are alert, have their former identities


and memories, minds, wills, emotions, and consciousness.  They will be recognizable.

5.
There is a great gap between the two sections that cannot be transcended by one half to the other.  Therefore, there is no chance of someone leaving one section to enter the other.

( The Abode of the Dead After the Cross


The state of the unsaved dead remained (and remains) unchanged after the cross.  

They remain in Hades awaiting the final great white throne judgment.


But, a glorious change has occurred concerning the state of those who fall asleep 

in Jesus.  Note the following verses:

Acts 7:55, 59-60 – “But he, being full of the Holy Ghost, looked up steadfastly into 

heaven, and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing on the right hand of God. . . . And 

they stoned Stephen, calling upon God, and saying, Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.  And he 

kneeled  down, and cried with a loud voice, Lord lay not this sin to their charge.  And 

when he had said this, he fell asleep.”

2 Corinthians 5:8 -  “We are confident, I say, and willing rather to be absent from the 

body, and to be present with the Lord.”

Philippians 1:21, 23 – “For me to live is Christ, and to die is gain.  For I am in a strait

 betwixt two, having a desire to depart, and to be with Christ; which is far better.”


Thus, from these Scriptures, we understand that the righteous dead no longer go 

to the abode of the dead known as Hades; rather, they now enter the third heaven where 

Christ is.

* New Heavens and a New Earth
Isaiah 65:17 – “For behold, I create new heavens and a new earth:  and the former shall not be remembered, nor come into mind.  But be ye glad and rejoice for ever in that which I create:  for, behold, I create Jerusalem a rejoicing, and her people a joy.”

Isaiah 66:22-23 – “For as the new heavens and the new earth, which I will make, shall remain before Me, saith the Lord, so shall your seed and your name remain.  And it shall come to pass, that from one new moon to another, and from one Sabbath to antother, shall flesh come to worship before Me, saith the Lord.”

2 Peter 3:13 – “Nevertheless we, according to His promise, look for new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness.”

Revelation 21:1 – 22:5 – “And I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the first heaven 

and the first earth were passed away; and there was no more sea. And I John saw the holy 

city, new Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven, prepared as a bride adorned 

for her husband. And I heard a great voice out of heaven saying, Behold, the tabernacle 

of God is with men, and he will dwell with them, and they shall be his people, and God 

himself shall be with them, and be their God. And God shall wipe away all tears from 

their eyes; and there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there 

be any more pain: for the former things are passed away. And he that sat upon the throne 

said, Behold, I make all things new. And he said unto me, Write: for these words are true 

and faithful.  And he said unto me, It is done.  I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and 

the end. I will give unto him that is athirst of the fountain of the water of life freely.

He that overcometh shall inherit all things; and I will be his God, and he shall be my son.

But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable, and murderers, and whoremongers, 

and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall have their part in the lake which burneth 

with fire and brimstone: which is the second death. And there came unto me one of the 

seven angels which had the seven vials full of the seven last plagues, and talked with me  

saying, Come hither, I will shew thee the bride, the Lamb's wife.  And he carried me 

away in the spirit to a great and high mountain, and shewed me that great city, the holy 

Jerusalem, descending out of heaven from God, Having the glory of God: and her light 

was like unto a stone most precious, even like a jasper stone, clear as crystal; And had a 

wall great and high, and had twelve gates, and at the gates twelve angels, and names 

written thereon, which are the names of the twelve tribes of the children of Israel: On the 

east three gates; on the north three gates; on the south three gates; and on the west three 

gates. And the wall of the city had twelve foundations, and in them the names of the 

twelve apostles of the Lamb. And he that talked with me had a golden reed to measure 

the city, and the gates thereof, and the wall thereof. And the city lieth foursquare, and the 

length is as large as the breadth: and he measured the city with the reed, twelve thousand 

furlongs. The length and the breadth and the height of it are equal. And he measured the 

wall thereof, an hundred and forty and four cubits, according to the measure of a man, 

that is, of the angel. And the building of the wall of it was of jasper: and the city was pure 

gold, like unto clear glass. And the foundations of the wall of the city were garnished 

with all manner of precious stones. The first foundation was jasper; the second, sapphire; 

the third, a chalcedony; the fourth, an emerald; The fifth, sardonyx; the sixth, sardius; the 

seventh, chrysolite; the eighth, beryl; the ninth, a topaz; the tenth, a chrysoprasus; the 

eleventh, a jacinth; the twelfth, an amethyst. And the twelve gates were twelve pearls; 

every several gate was of one pearl: and the street of the city was pure gold, as it were 

transparent glass. And I saw no temple therein: for the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb 

are the temple of it. And the city had no need of the sun, neither of the moon, to shine in 

it: for the glory of God did lighten it, and the Lamb is the light thereof. And the nations of 

them which are saved shall walk in the light of it: and the kings of the earth do bring their 

glory and honour into it. And the gates of it shall not be shut at all by day: for there shall 

be no night there. And they shall bring the glory and honour of the nations into it.

And there shall in no wise enter into it any thing that defileth, neither whatsoever worketh 

abomination, or maketh a lie: but they which are written in the Lamb's book of life.  And 

he shewed me a pure river of water of life, clear as crystal, proceeding out of the throne 

of God and of the Lamb. In the midst of the street of it, and on either side of the river, 

was there the tree of life, which bare twelve manner of fruits, and yielded her fruit every 

month: and the leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations. And there shall be 

no more curse: but the throne of God and of the Lamb shall be in it; and his servants shall 

serve him: And they shall see his face; and his name shall be in their foreheads. And 

there shall be no night there; and they need no candle, neither light of the sun; for the 

Lord God giveth them light: and they shall reign for ever and ever.”


From these verses we draw the conclusion that God will establish a new heavens (atmosphere surround the earth and the physical heavens – stars, etc. – beyond our atmosphere) and a new earth.  

In this new earth there will be New Jerusalem.  This will be a literal city, as it has all the elements of an actual city – dimensions, foundations, walls, gates, streets, etc.  The Scripture is definite in the city’s length, width, and height being 12,000 furlongs, or approximately a base area of 1,750,329 miles!  It has been conservatively estimated that the city could hold in excess of 72 billion inhabitants.  The city walls will have gates of pearl, and the wall itself will glisten like diamonds.  The foundation is composed of twelve precious stones of various brilliant colors.  The streets are made of transparent gold, and the Light of the city is Jesus Himself!

In the New Jerusalem there will be no more death, destruction, sickness, sorrow, suffering, pain or problems.  In the midst of that city will be a river that flows from the throne of God down through the city.  The tree of life will be on either side of the river bearing fruit and lives.

It would seem evident from a careful study of the Scriptures that the following are true:

1.
Following the Millennium Satan will engage the Lord in one final battle in which he will be finally and completely defeated and banished to hell for eternity.

2.
At that final battle the earth and atmosphere will be burned with fire.  

3.
Soon thereafter, God will establish a new earth and new heavens.

4.
The Holy City, New Jerusalem shall descend from God out of heaven and will be eternally established on this new earth.

5.
God Himself will abide in this city, as will the righteous.


Therefore, it is the opinion of this writer that the eternal “heaven” we eagerly 

anticipate will actually be here on a re-created planet.  Obviously there are those who 

believe otherwise.  The “location” of heaven is irrelevant when one considers that, 

regardless of “where” we are, we will be with the “Lord” of heaven for all eternity in a 

state of eternal blessedness!

CONCLUSION

* Awesome events are soon to occur in our future!  

1.
All the signs point to the immanent appearance of Jesus Christ in the clouds to 

resurrect the righteous dead and to rapture the living righteous.  

2.
Following that event, the saints will be in heaven facing the Judgment Seat of Christ and partaking in the Marriage Supper of the Lamb.

3.
On earth, those left behind will encounter the rise of the Antichrist and the seven-year period of time know as the Tribulation.

4.
At the end of that seven-year period of time, Christ will come again (His Second Coming) to the earth with the saints, will engage Satan in battle, will overcome and bind him, and will inaugurate His Millennial Reign on earth.

5.
At the end of the 1000 years, Satan will be temporarily released.  He will lead a final revolt against the Lord resulting in His final defeat and permanent banishment into Hell.  In that battle, the earth and the heavens will be destroyed with fire.

6.
A new heavens and a new earth will be created by the Lord, and the city of New Jerusalem will descend from heaven to the earth.  God will sit upon the throne surrounded by His righteous and faithful subjects.

* I want, in conclusion, to remind you once again of the three things we need to be 

   doing now in light of these future realities:

1.
Watch.  Be ever alert and ready for the Appearance of Jesus in the skies!

2.
Walk in Purity.  Be ready for His appearance by living a life that is pleasing to Him.

3.
Witness.  Tell as many people as you can about Jesus’ offer of a free gift of salvation.

Maranatha!  Even so, come quickly, Lord Jesus!

Additional copies of these notes, as well as a six-tape audio sermon series are available by contacting:

Dr. James D. Butterfield, Pastor

Kingdom Life Ministries International
P. O. Box 309
Pleasant Hill, MO  64080

(816) 987-LOVE
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