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CHAPTER ONE
“Introductory Matters”
In the latter years of a person’s college experience he takes many courses that coincide with the major he or she has chosen.  But, when a person first goes to college as an incoming freshman, his first year is ordinarily spent taking introductory courses.  These courses usually have the suffix “101” after them, i.e., Algebra 101, English 101, etc.  

Tucked in the back of our Bibles is a little book called 1 John.  Although only five chapters long, it is packed with powerful insights to help the sincere disciple of Jesus Christ measure his level of spiritual maturity.  There are at least 12 “tests” in the book he can use to help him do such measuring.

These 12 “tests” are fundamental to the disciple’s spiritual growth and maturity.  They are the elementary factors which must be established in his life if he is serious about being a true disciple of Jesus Christ.  Thus the title: “Christianity 101”.  

Before we delve into this wonderful book, however, it would benefit our study if we first considered some introductory matters.

People
The author of the book is John, Jesus’ disciple, often known as John the Beloved.  Early church tradition and history credit John with authorship of the book.  John had a disciple by the name of Polycarp, who credited the book to John’s pen.  Polycarp had a disciple named Iranaeous, who also credited John with authorship.  

The recipients of the book?  The book doesn’t say!  We will see that it is addressed generically to believers;  thus,  it would 
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be fair to say that the book was written for all believers in Christian history.  That includes you!

Purpose
Why was 1 John written?  Its purpose is stated very clearly in chapter 5, verse 13:  “These things have I written unto you that believe on the name of the Son of God; that ye may know that ye have eternal life, and that ye may believe on the name of the Son of God.”  

Let me paraphrase that for clarification.  John is saying, “I have written these things to those of you who already believe in Jesus.  I have done so for two reasons:  That you may be convinced of your salvation, and that you might keep on believing in Christ.”

In addition to the others books John wrote is the Gospel of John.  John declares his purpose in the Gospel in John 20:31: “But these are written, that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing ye might have life through his name.”

Again, let me paraphrase:  “I have written this book in order to help you believe in Jesus so that you might have eternal life.”

Did you notice the difference in purpose between John’s Gospel and John’s epistle?  John wrote the Gospel as an evangelistic tool.  He is trying to help people become believers.

John wrote his epistle as an equipping tool.  He is trying to help people who are already believers grow in their faith to spiritual maturity!  In this book he will state, one after another, twelve “tests”, or twelve “gauges” each believer should use in spiritual self-examination.
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Presuppositions
As we begin to study this book, there are four quick presuppositions we must agree upon if 1 John is going to have its full intended effect:

Presupposition #1:  We believe that God’s Word is absolute truth and is the final authority in our lives.  We believe the Bible is indeed God’s Word to us, and therefore, we accept it as the final word in matters of faith and practice.

Presupposition #2:  Since the book was written to believers, we are going to assume that you are already a believer.  If you are not, or you are not sure, I encourage you to write KLMI for a free leaflet explaining how you can become a Christian.  Or, you can visit our web site (www.klmi.us) and click on the tab “Have you met Jesus?” for an online version of the leaflet.

Presupposition #3:  It is assumed that as a genuine believer in Jesus Christ you will have a sincere desire to grow into spiritual maturity.

Presupposition #4:  Therefore, you will put the principles found in John’s book into practice in your life.  To merely hear God’s Word without acting upon it is self-deception.  James 1:22 says, “But be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves.”


Are you ready to begin?  Are you ready to allow the following 12 “tests” in our “Christianity 101” course to reveal to you areas where you need improvement?  Are you willing to let God’s Word mold you and change you into conformity to God’s wonderful will for your life?  I hope you are!
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CHAPTER TWO
“The Reality Test”

1 John 1:1 - 4

    “That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we have looked upon, and our hands have handled, of the Word of life;   (For the life was manifested, and we have seen it, and bear witness, and shew unto you that eternal life, which was with the Father, and was manifested unto us;) That which we have seen and heard declare we unto you, that ye also may have fellowship with us: and truly our fellowship is with the Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ.  And these things write we unto you, that your joy may be full.”

Christ’s Humanity

John begins this little book with something that might seem obvious to most believers in our century.  He very strongly stresses the reality of Christ’s humanity.  In other words, he wants the readers to know that Jesus really was a human being.


Again, it is interesting to note the contrast between the introductions to John’s Gospel and John’s Epistle.  Note what John says in John 1:1-3:  

“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. The same was in the beginning with God. All things were made by him; and without him was not any thing made that was made.”

    
John, in his Gospel, is emphasizing not Jesus’ humanity, but Jesus’ deity!  
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For our purposes here, though, we want to consider John’s declaration of Jesus’ humanity.  He emphasis it in both verse one and verse 3.  John clearly states that he had seen Jesus.  He had heard Jesus.  He had touched Jesus.  Jesus was truly a live, flesh-and-blood human being!

    
Why is this important?  Why emphasize this? There is a very good reason:  If Jesus wasn’t a human, He couldn’t have lived and died.  If He didn’t physically die, there was no actual death on the Cross.  And if there was no actual death on the Cross, then we are still in our sins.  We have not found the redemption we so desperately need! 


The Bible makes it very clear that the wages of our sin is death.  That wage must be paid.  If it isn’t, we will never have opportunity to be reconciled to God.  Jesus came and paid that wage in our place!  He was our Substitute.  If Jesus had NOT died, then the wage would not have been paid, and we would still be alienated from God the Father.


Thus, it is imperative that Christ was actually alive, and actually died!

The Purpose of Christ’s Coming

We have just seen that Jesus had to be human in order to physically die in our place, as our Substitute.  But WHY?  Why did He do that?  Why did God the Father allow His Son to endure the physical, emotional, spiritual, and psychological pain associated with crucifixion?  The answer is found in 1 John 1:3.  He came that fellowship might be restored.  


Fellowship in the Bible means that intimacy exists.  It goes beyond a superficial acquaintance type of relationship to one of deep closeness.  
Jesus came that we might have fellowship with one another, but more importantly, He came that we might be restored to fellowship with the Father!  Once Jesus died, the penalty for our sin was paid.  The barrier that existed between us and God was destroyed! 
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This was the whole purpose in Christ’s coming!  He came to restore relationship and fellowship between God and mankind!


A consequence of this restored fellowship, according to verse 4, is joy!  It is vitally important that we remember this.  God wants us to have JOY!!!


As we consider these twelve “tests” to determine the level of our spiritual maturity, we must remember that the Holy Spirit did not inspire John the Beloved to pen these in order to burden us with a sense of self-condemnation.  Rather, He wants us to do all we can on our part to insure that nothing stands between us and God.  We must seek to eliminate anything in our lives that interferes with our having intimate fellowship with God.


We don’t seek to conform to God’s will with the objective in mind of earning His love.  His love is unconditional, eternal, and unchanging.  We do seek to do God’s will because He knows what is best for us.  And, He wants nothing to interfere with or hamper the beautiful intimacy between us and Himself which He so longs for!
Application:

So, what does all this have to do with a “Reality Test”? The question before you at this point is this:  Who is Jesus to YOU?  How real is He in your life right NOW?  You may have had wonderful experiences and a wonderful sense of intimacy with the Lord at sometime in the past.  But, how real, how vital, is that relationship NOW?  


Jesus did die on the Cross!  He did abolish the barrier that once stood between us and the Father!  Why? That He might reestablish intimacy between us and God!  If this is not your current experience, get alone with God, confess your sin, and come back to Him!  He eagerly awaits!
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CHAPTER THREE
“The Light Test”

1 John 1:5-10
    “This then is the message which we have heard of him, and declare unto you, that God is light, and in him is no darkness at all. If we say that we have fellowship with him, and walk in darkness, we lie, and do not the truth:  But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin. If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. If we say that we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us.”

 1 John 2:9-11
    “He that saith he is in the light, and hateth his brother, is in darkness even until now.  He that loveth his brother abideth in the light, and there is none occasion of stumbling in him.  But he that hateth his brother is in darkness, and walketh in darkness, and knoweth not whither he goeth, because that darkness hath blinded his eyes.”

Light vs. Darkness

In the Bible “Light” is usually associated with that which is good, righteous, and true.  It means that which is pure, that which has no degree of imperfection or sinfulness.  

John states that God is light, and that in Him there is no darkness.   Practically speaking, this means that GOD is good, righteous, and true. It means that GOD is pure, and has no degree of imperfection or sinfulness.
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God is not 99.9% good; He is 100% good!  You can trust God!  God is good!  He is faithful!  He is trustworthy!  He means what He says, and He has your best interests at heart!  


On the other hand, the Bible describes “Darkness” as being that which is evil, impure, untruthful, deceitful, and wicked.  It is the exact opposite of Light.


John mentions this concept of walking in the Light in his Gospel several times:  
“And this is the condemnation, that light is come into the world, and men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil.  For every one that doeth evil hateth the light, neither cometh to the light, lest his deeds should be reproved.” John 3:19-20

 “Then spake Jesus again unto them, saying, I am the light of the world: he that followeth me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life.”   John 8:12
“Then Jesus said unto them, Yet a little while is the light with you. Walk while ye have the light, lest darkness come upon you: for he that walketh in darkness knoweth not whither he goeth. While ye have light, believe in the light, that ye may be the children of light. These things spake Jesus, and departed, and did hide himself from them.”   John 12:35-36 


And, notice what Paul says to the believers in Ephesus:


“For ye were sometimes darkness, but now are ye light in the Lord: walk as children of light:  (For the fruit of the Spirit is in all goodness and righteousness and truth;) Proving what is acceptable unto the Lord.”   Ephesians 5:8-10
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John and Paul here give us another “test” by which we can determine the level of our spiritual maturity.  It is the “Light” test.  In essence, he is saying, “One way to determine whether you are growing as a believer in Jesus Christ is to evaluate whether you are walking in the light of God, or in darkness.”  


To walk in the light means we walk with God.  It means we seek to do His will and to be in fellowship with Him.  The opposite would be to walk in darkness; i.e. to walk outside of the will of God and in the way of the world, which is still in darkness.  


A genuine believer in Jesus Christ is not going to continue to walk in darkness.  He will walk in the Light of God and of God’s Word.

Back in 1 John, It is interesting to notice that in verses 6 through 10 of chapter one John gives five “ifs” that are both a challenge and a comfort to the reader.


1)  He says in verse 6 “If we say that we have fellowship with him, and walk in darkness, we lie, and do not the truth.”  This is the hypocrite, the one who lies to others.  It is the person who says to others, “I walk with God!” but then proceeds on the other hand to walk in darkness.  


2)  John says in verse 7, however, “But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin.”  If we do walk in the light, we will receive at least two benefits:  a)  We will have true fellowship with other believers, and b)  We will be cleansed by the blood of Jesus!


3)  John then states in verse 8, “If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us”  Verse 6 spoke of the person walking in darkness lying to others.  Here he is lying to himself.  He is saying, “I have no sin in my life!”


4)  Again, John turns to good news,  in verse 9:  “If we 
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confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”  If, instead of trying to deny or cover our sins, we confess our sins, two great benefits are ours!  a)  Our sins will be forgiven!  God will no longer hold them against us!  b)  Not only will we be forgiven for the sin we have committed, but He promises to cleanse us!  He helps us to be cleansed from the tendencies that caused us to sin in the first place!  


John says God is faithful to do so.  In other words, God will always forgive us and cleanse us when we come to Him!  And, John says that God is just to do so, because He has a legal basis for doing so.  He has a legal basis for forgiving and cleansing us because Jesus has already paid the penalty for our sin(s)!


5)  The last “if”  is found in verse 10:  “If we say that we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us.”  In verse 6, the person was lying to others.  In verse 8, he was lying to himself.  Here in verse 10 he stoops to even lower depths by lying to God!  He is in essence saying, “I have NEVER sinned!”  This is calling God a liar because God stated in Romans 3:23, “For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God.”

So, do you pass the “Light” test?  Are you walking in light rather than in darkness?  


John lets us know how we can tell.  It is found in  1 John 2:9-11:  

“He that saith he is in the light, and hateth his brother, is in darkness even until now.  He that loveth his brother abideth in the light, and there is none occasion of stumbling in him.  But he that hateth his brother is in darkness, and walketh in darkness, and knoweth not whither he goeth, because that darkness hath blinded his eyes.”

The way we can truly tell whether we are passing the “Light” test is by looking at how we treat others.  If we are not treating others in love, we are still in darkness, according to the Word of God.  We are not walking as God would have us to.
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But, if we do love our brother, it is an excellent indication that we are indeed walking in the light!

Application:

Do you pass the “Light” test?  Are you walking in the light of God’s will, God’s Word, and in fellowship with Him?  Or, are you walking in darkness – in sin and disobedience?  

And, do you love your brother?  This is the true indicator!
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CHAPTER FOUR
“The Obedience Test”

1 John 2:1-8
    
“My little children, these things write I unto you, that ye sin not. And if any man sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous:  And he is the propitiation for our sins: and not for ours only, but also for the sins of the whole world. And hereby we do know that we know him, if we keep his commandments. He that saith, I know him, and keepeth not his commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him. But whoso keepeth his word, in him verily is the love of God perfected: hereby know we that we are in him. He that saith he abideth in him ought himself also so to walk, even as he walked. 

   
“ Brethren, I write no new commandment unto you, but an old commandment which ye had from the beginning. The old commandment is the word which ye have heard from the beginning. Again, a new commandment I write unto you, which thing is true in him and in you: because the darkness is past, and the true light now shineth. “


We now turn to the third of the twelve “tests” John gives to help us determine our level of spiritual maturity.  It is the “Obedience” test.

Two Descriptions of Jesus


In verses 1 and 2, John gives two wonderful descriptions of Jesus!  The first is “Advocate”.  This means that Jesus is called alongside us as our aid.  The idea is that of a Defense Attorney pleading another’s case in a courtroom.


The Bible indicates that Satan is always seeking to accuse us before God.  In the courtroom he would be the Prosecuting Attorney.  He is always enumerating our faults, our transgressions, our sins.   He is always proclaiming our guilt, and his objective for each of us is the death penalty!
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Fortunately, we have JESUS as our advocate, as our Defense Attorney!  And, Jesus always wins his case, because not only is He our Advocate, but He is also our Propitiation!  The word “Propitiation” means an appeasing, a satisfying.  


Because Jesus is our Propitiation, He always succeeds as our Advocate.  Picture the Heavenly courtroom.  The Judge is God the Father.  The Prosecuting Attorney is Satan.  The Defense Attorney is Jesus.  Satan lays his case before God. He tells God all the bad things we have done, all the sins we have committed, all the mistakes we have made.  Then, Jesus steps forward!  He says, “Your Honor, if You will check the record, You will see that the penalty has already been paid!  I have paid it Myself.  I died instead, in place of the accused.”  God looks up the record.  Indeed, our names are in the Lamb’s Book of Life, because we have accepted Jesus as our Substitute.  God then says, “The debt has already been paid.  It has been “satisfied” (i.e. propitiation!).  


Remember 1 John 1:7?  It said, “…the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin.”  Every one of our sins has already been covered by the blood of Jesus!  Hallelujah!

    
Oh, don’t you know this makes Satan howling mad!  When he comes before God and accuses us of sin, God says in every instance, every time:  “The debt is already satisfied!”  Satan says, “He rebelled against You!”  God says, “Covered by Jesus’ blood!”  Satan says, “But, he sinned!”  God says, “Covered by Jesus’ blood!”  Over and over this dialogue is repeated.  Over and over, Jesus pleads our case, on the basis of His blood!  Over and over, the Father says, “Covered by Jesus’ blood!  Forgiven!”


Oh, how we need to understand the power of Jesus’ blood!  Because of it, we are made righteous before God!  We are forgiven!  We are cleansed!  Our relationship and fellowship with God are restored!  It is all made possible because of Jesus’ blood!
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The True Test of Our Obedience

This brings us, then, to the “Obedience” test.  Having received forgiveness and cleansing because of the blood of Jesus, John writes that one indicator that demonstrates we truly do know Him is if we keep His commandments.   This statement is asserted over and over, in different ways, throughout 1 John 2:3-5.  


If we truly know God, we will be obedient to Him.  It is as plain and simple as that.  Romans 6 asserts that it is impossible for us to continue to walk in sin if we have been delivered from it:  


“What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin, that grace may abound?  God forbid. How shall we, that are dead to sin, live any longer therein?”  Romans 6:1-2


To continue in habitual sin after we have been delivered from it by Jesus’ blood is impossible!  It would be like the alcoholic saying, “I have been delivered from liquor, and I still drink.”  Impossible!  Likewise, it is impossible for us to claim to be in relationship with God and to continue to live like the devil!


John tells us what our motive ought to be in obeying God’s commandments.  We ought not to be motivated by fear of what God might do to us if we disobey.  Nor are we motivated by duty, doing what we do because we are supposed to.  We obey God because of Love!  We ought to seek to obey God because He loves us, and we love Him, and we do not want to do anything that would jeopardize our fellowship with Him!  


Just as two fiancés will seek to do the things that are pleasing to each other, we seek to do the things that are pleasing to God!  Why?  Because He loves us!  Because we love Him!  Because Jesus is our Advocate!  Because Jesus is our Propitiation!  Because God demonstrated His love for us by sending Jesus to die in our place!  (Romans 5:8)
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This is why John says in verses 7 and 8 that this old yet new commandment is that we love God and each other!  It is old in that it has always been God’s will.  It is new in that it is made fresh and new because of Jesus!


This is why Jesus emphasized in Matthew 22:37-40:  “Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind.  This is the first and great commandment.  And the second is like unto it, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself.  On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.”

Obedient Christian living defined in its most simple and clear terms is this:  Love God.  Love Others.  This is what Christianity is all about!  God loves us.  We love Him.  We love others.
Application:

So, do you pass the “Obedience” test?  Are you obedient to the Father’s will and word?  


And, are you obeying the most fundamental of all commands?  Are you walking in love toward God?  Are you walking in love toward others?  


Love is what Christianity is all about!
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CHAPTER FIVE
“The Loyalty Test”

1 John 2:15-27

    “Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him. [16] For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world And the world passeth away, and the lust thereof: but he that doeth the will of God abideth for ever. Little children, it is the last time: and as ye have heard that antichrist shall come, even now are there many antichrists; whereby we know that it is the last time. They went out from us, but they were not of us; for if they had been of us, they would no doubt have continued with us: but they went out, that they might be made manifest that they were not all of us. But ye have an unction from the Holy One, and ye know all things. I have not written unto you because ye know not the truth, but because ye know it, and that no lie is of the truth. Who is a liar but he that denieth that Jesus is the Christ? He is antichrist, that denieth the Father and the Son. Whosoever denieth the Son, the same hath not the Father: (but) he that acknowledgeth the Son hath the Father also. Let that therefore abide in you, which ye have heard from the beginning. If that which ye have heard from the beginning shall remain in you, ye also shall continue in the Son, and in the Father. And this is the promise that he hath promised us, even eternal life. These things have I written unto you concerning them that seduce you.  But the anointing which ye have received of him abideth in you, and ye need not that any man teach you: but as the same anointing teacheth you of all things, and is truth, and is no lie, and even as it hath taught you, ye shall abide in him. 

    
We come now to the fourth “test” concerning our Christian maturity.  It is the “Loyalty” test.
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There are three indicators which show whether or not we are loyal to Christ:

We Do Not Love the World

The “world” referred to in verses 15-17 does not refer to the physical planet we live on.  The earth was created by God, and is a thing of beauty.  It is not to be worshipped itself, yet it is an indication of the goodness of the God we serve, and its beauty draws us to Him.


No, the word “world” here comes from the Greek word “kosmos”, meaning the order, behavior, fashion, and government of this world system.  The Bible has a great deal to say about this world:

Matthew 16:26 –  “For what is a man profited, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul? or what shall a man give in exchange for his soul?”

Romans 12:1-2  -  “I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service.  And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.”
Titus 2:12 -  “Teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly, in this present world.”

James 4:4 -  “Ye adulterers and adulteresses, know ye not that the friendship of the world is enmity with God? whosoever therefore will be a friend of the world is the enemy of God.”
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In the last verse above, it is interesting to note that when a believer loves the world, it makes him the equivalent of an adulterer or adulteress!  Why?  Because we have forsaken our love for the Lord and loved the world instead!  We have become unfaithful.


It is interesting also to note that 1 John 2:15 says we are not to love not only the world, but we are not to love the things of the world, either!

Note: Colossians 3:1-2  - “If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God.  Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth.”


I want you to notice also the three classifications of sin in verse 16.  They are, “The lust of the eyes, the lust of the flesh, and the pride of life.”  It is from these three “roots” in our lives that all of the “weeds” come.  Any “sin” in your life is an outgrowth of one or more of these roots.


Note how each of these three is seen in Eve’s temptation in the Garden of Eden:


Genesis 3:6  -  “And when the woman saw that the tree was good for food (the lust of the flesh), and that it was pleasant to the eyes (the lust of the eyes), and a tree to be desired to make one wise (the pride of life), she took of the fruit thereof, and did eat, and gave also unto her husband with her; and he did eat.”

(Note also the same three temptations of Jesus by Satan in Matthew 4!)

A person who is loyal to Jesus will not love the world.  There is a second indicator found in 1 John 2:18-19 and verses 22-23 which help us know if we are loyal to Christ or not.

- 18 -

We Do Not Leave the Church

In these verses, John is not referring to those who leave one church to join another (although this does happen too frequently); rather, he is referring to those who once were a part of the body of Christ, but who are no longer.  


“Anti” Christ means to be against Christ, or opposed to Christ.  There will come in the last days “The Antichrist”, the tool of Satan to attempt the world’s overthrow.  Now, however, there are also those who are “anti” Christ.  John says that their leaving proves that they were not sincerely a part of the church after all.  They were pretenders.  He says that if they do not stay, it is proof that they were not really a part in the first place.


It is true that there are some pastors and some churches who are not operating in the love of Christ as they should.  There are hypocrites.  There are those who act from impure motives.  In such a case, it is not inappropriate to join another church.  However, too often people get upset and angry when they ought to be forbearing and forgiving, when they ought to be praying instead of complaining.

We Do Live in the Truth

In verses 20-21 and verses 24-27 John is trying to emphasize a very important reality.  He is saying that it is only as we abide in the truth that we are able to overcome the “anti christs” who seek to draw us away from God.  We must continue in the truth.  There are two ways we do this.


First, we have the anointing of the Spirit upon us.  The words “unction” and “anointing” found in these verses are from the same root word.  God has given us His Spirit.  Among the Spirit’s roles is the task of being the One Who helps us walk in the truth.


Note the following verse:
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John 16:13  -  “Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and he will shew you things to come.”

In order to live in the truth, to remain loyal to Christ, we must continue to walk in the Spirit.  We must continue to listen to Him, to follow His leading, to constantly submit to His will.


Second, we have to abide in Him. The Greek Word “meno” is found throughout these verses.  It means to remain, to continue, to abide.  In verse 24 we find all three of those words (remain, continue, abide), but they all come from the same root word.  We need to abide in, stay with, cling to,  if we are going to continue to abide in the truth.  


What are we to “abide” in?  Simply, the Spirit’s anointing, as noted above, and the Word of God, which is truth (See John 17:17).  

Application:

Are you passing the “loyalty” test?


Do you love Christ more than the world?


Are you still a part of the local body of Christ?


Do you continue to live in the truth, by walking in the anointing of the Holy Spirit, and by abiding in the Word of God?
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CHAPTER SIX
“The Expectancy Test”

1 John 2:28 – 3:3

    “And now, little children, abide in him; that, when he shall appear, we may have confidence, and not be ashamed before him at his coming.  If ye know that he is righteous, ye know that every one that doeth righteousness is born of him.  Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called the sons of God: therefore the world knoweth us not, because it knew him not.  Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we know that, when he shall appear, we shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is. And every man that hath this hope in him purifieth himself, even as he is pure.”
God Loves You!!

Over and over the Bible assures us of God’s unconditional, eternal, overwhelming love!  Romans 5:8 tells us: “But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.”  God showed us the extent of His love – by sending Jesus to die in our place!


John stated in verse 1 and 2 of chapter three that we are to “behold!” the great manner of love God has bestowed upon us!  How?  By adopting us!   We are now God’s children!  


Notice also what Romans 8:14-17 tells us:  “For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God.  For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear; but ye have received the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father. The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God:   And if children, then heirs;   heirs of God, and joint-heirs 
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with Christ; if so be that we suffer with him, that we may be also glorified together”


We have been adopted, and with that adoption comes the rights of being God’s heir!  We are heirs of God and joint-heirs with Jesus!   That is incredible love!

(We will deal with the subject of God’s love for us in more depth in when we consider 1 John, Chapter 4…)
Jesus is Coming Back!


Another evidence of God’s love for us is Jesus’ assurance that He will indeed come again to take us to our Heavenly home!  


The fifth test given to help us measure our level of Christian maturity is the “Expectancy” Test.  John states that we are to have confidence when Jesus returns.  And, be assured, He will return!  There are several Scriptures in the Bible that assure us of this reality; however, consider the following:

John 14:1-3

   “Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in me. In my Father's house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also.”
1 Thessalonians 4:13-18

   “But I would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning them which are asleep, that ye sorrow not, even as others which have  no  hope.     For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, 
even so them also which sleep in Jesus will God bring with him.  For this we say unto you by the word of the Lord, that we which are alive and remain unto the coming of the Lord shall not prevent them which are asleep. For the Lord himself shall descend from 
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heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first:  Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord. Wherefore comfort one another with these words.”


Jesus is coming back!  There is an old saying that goes, “Be quiet!  You’re making enough noise to wake the dead!”  Well, folks, one day Jesus is going to come back!  His arrival will be announced by the Lord’s shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with the sound of a trumpet blast!  That sound will be heard from one corner of this earth to the other!  And this great shout, voice, and trumpet blast ARE going to wake the dead – the dead in Christ!


When that happens, the Bible says that the dead in Christ are going to rise first.  They will be literally, bodily resurrected!  Then, those of us who are still alive when the Lord returns will be caught up in the air, to join the resurrected saints in welcoming the return of our Lord Jesus!


What a glorious, hallelujah day that is going to be!  I am convinced that we are living in the generation when we will see these events occur!  All of the signs in nature, in society, in the spirit realm, as well as the signs associated with Israel – all of these signs were predicted in the Bible.  We are living in the generation that is seeing all of these prophecies fulfilled before our very eyes!  Jesus is coming back!

Christians Will be Judged

When Jesus returns for His Church, the Bible tells us that we who are believers are going to stand before Him in judgment.  Now, it is important that we understand that this judgment will NOT be to determine whether or not we get into Heaven.  That determination has already been made, by us, while we are still alive on this earth.  In the passage in John 14 quoted above, Jesus goes on to say in verses 3-6:
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    “And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also. And whither I go ye know, and the way ye know.  Thomas saith unto him, Lord, we know not whither thou goest; and how can we know the way? Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.” 

Acts 4:12 also says, “Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved.”

The only thing that will get you into Heaven is by having received the free gift of salvation through Jesus Christ!


No, the judgment we as Christians will face is not to determine our eternal destiny.  If we are present at this particular judgment, we already will have a place in Heaven.


The judgment that we will face will be on the basis of our works to determine what rewards we will get.  Notice the following Scriptures:


2 Corinthians 5:10  -  “For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that every one may receive the things done in his body, according to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad.”


Proverbs 24:12 - “…Shall not (God) render to every man according to his works?”

Romans 14:10 -  “But why dost thou judge thy brother? or why dost thou set at nought thy brother? for we shall all stand before the judgment seat of Christ.”
  
Furthermore, the Scriptures make it clear the extent to which we will be judged.  Even our words will be judged:
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Matthew 12:35-37  -  “A good man out of the good treasure of the heart bringeth forth good things: and an evil man out of the evil treasure bringeth forth evil things.  But I say unto you, That every idle word that men shall speak, they shall give account thereof in the day of judgment. For by thy words thou shalt be justified, and by thy words thou shalt be condemned.”


Finally, note 1 Corinthians 3:11-15:  “For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ. Now if any man build upon this foundation gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, stubble; Every man's work shall be made manifest: for the day shall declare it, because it shall be revealed by fire; and the fire shall try every man's work of what sort it is. If any man's work abide which he hath built thereupon, he shall receive a reward. If any man's work shall be burned, he shall suffer loss: but he himself shall be saved; yet so as by fire.”

Since we have been alerted, by God’s Word, concerning the judgment that is to come, what can we do to be prepared?  John stated in our foundation text that we are to have confidence, and not be ashamed when Jesus returns.  How can we do this?  How can we have confidence when that day arrives?  There are two things John tells us must be a part of our lives, if we are to be confidence before the Lord, and not ashamed, when He returns:


1) We must abide.  According to 1 John, chapter two, there are three things we should abide in:  


a)  The Spirit’s anointing (1 John 2:20, 27),


b)  The Word of God (1 John 2:24), and


c)  In Jesus Himself (1 John 2:27b, 28a).  (Note:  John 15:1-16).

Remember, to abide means to remain with, to be closely 
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attached to, to continue in, to not be pulled aside.  It is by continuing to abide in the Spirit, in the Word of God, and in Jesus that we can be confident when He returns.  But, there is a second thing found in 1 John 3:3, that must be a part of our lives when Jesus returns:


2) We must be pure.  The Bible describes Jesus as the Groom, and the Church as His Bride.  Just as a groom wants to come to a Bride that is pure, Jesus wants to return to a Church, to believers, that are pure.  How embarrassing it would be for us if Jesus’ return found us walking in sin, rebellion, and un-Christlike behavior!


This idea is found throughout the New Testament.  Notice just two texts:


2 Peter 3:11-14 – “Seeing then that all these things shall be dissolved, what manner of persons ought ye to be in all holy conversation and godliness, Looking for and hasting unto the coming of the day of God, wherein the heavens being on fire shall be dissolved, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat? Nevertheless we, according to his promise, look for new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness. Wherefore, beloved, seeing that ye look for such things, be diligent that ye may be found of him in peace, without spot, and blameless.”


Titus 2:10-14  -  “Not purloining, but shewing all good fidelity; that they may adorn the doctrine of God our Saviour in all things. For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men, Teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly, in this present world; Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ; Who gave himself for us, that he might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto himself a peculiar people, zealous of good works.”
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Application:

Do you pass the “Expectancy” Test?  Are you looking forward to Jesus’ return, or are you dreading it?  


When He returns, will you face Him with confidence, or will you be ashamed?  


Are you continuing to abide in the Spirit’s anointing, in the Word of God, and in Christ Himself?


Are you living a life of purity, expecting the arrival of your Groom, Jesus, at any moment?
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CHAPTER SEVEN
“The Difference Test”

1 John 3:4-15

    “Whosoever committeth sin transgresseth also the law: for sin is the transgression of the law. And ye know that he was manifested to take away our sins; and in him is no sin. Whosoever abideth in him sinneth not: whosoever sinneth hath not seen him, neither known him. Little children, let no man deceive you: he that doeth righteousness is righteous, even as he is righteous. He that committeth sin is of the devil; for the devil sinneth from the beginning. For this purpose the Son of God was manifested, that he might destroy the works of the devil. Whosoever is born of God doth not commit sin; for his seed remaineth in him: and he cannot sin, because he is born of God. In this the children of God are manifest, and the children of the devil: whosoever doeth not righteousness is not of God, neither he that loveth not his brother. For this is the message that ye heard from the beginning, that we should love one another. Not as Cain, who was of that wicked one, and slew his brother. And wherefore slew he him? Because his own works were evil, and his brother's righteous. Marvel not, my brethren, if the world hate you. We know that we have passed from death unto life, because we love the brethren. He that loveth not his brother abideth in death. Whosoever hateth his brother is a murderer: and ye know that no murderer hath eternal life abiding in him.”
Is There a Difference in Your Life?

The Word of God makes it very clear that when a person enters into a relationship with God through Jesus Christ, a huge difference occurs in that person’s life in the here and now!     He will no longer be the same, act the same, or think the same.  And many times, because of the joy that now shines in his face, he won’t even look the same!  He will be different!
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The above scriptures indicate two aspects concerning sin. First, we saw in verse 4 that “sin is the transgression of the law.”  This means that we have violated God’s law, His Word.  We have rebelled against Him and chosen to do the things we want to do instead of the things God wants.  According to this verse, sin is doing the things we shouldn’t do.


Second, verses 10-16 tell us that sin is also NOT doing the things we SHOULD be doing.  Verse 10 said, “…whosoever doeth not righteousness is not of God, neither he that loveth not his brother.”  In other words, sin is not only DOING the things God DOESN’T want us to do (verse 4), it is also NOT DOING the things He DOES want us to do (verse 10)!


Here’s the point:  If we have genuinely been born again, and are serious about growing into maturity as Christ’s disciples, then these two characteristics in our lives are going to be changed.  We will begin to refrain from doing the things that displease God, and we will begin doing the things that please Him.  


(Note how, in verse 10, God indicates that the thing He DOES want us to do is to love our brother.  We will discuss this in much more detail in a later chapter.)


Verse 6 said, “Whosoever abideth in Him sinneth not. . . .”  And, verse 9 said, “Whosoever is born of God doth not commit sin.”  But also remember 1 John 1:8, which said, “If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.”  Do these verses contradict each other?  NO!  When the Word says in verse 6 and in verse 9 that the believer “sinneth not”, it means he does not habitually keep on sinning.  The word “sinneth” in the original Greek is in the perfect tense, which denotes action that occurred in the past and continues into the present moment.


In other words, a person who is a true believer will not continue to walk in the lifestyle of sin that he did before Christ came into his life.  He will not habitually continue to do the things that displease God.  He will not continue to omit doing the things that please God.  His life will be different!
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Verse 5 indicates that Jesus came to take sin away!  “And ye know that He was manifested to take away our sins. . . .”  Verse 8b says, “. . .For this purpose the Son of God was manifested, that He might destroy the works of the devil.”  Jesus came to take sin and its consequences out of our lives.  He came to make a difference!


This truth is made clearly evident in 2 Corinthians 5:17:  “Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new.”  The man who is in Christ has experienced the passing away of the old aspects of his life; he now has a new, and different, life.  An old friend of mine once paraphrased this verse by saying, “If you is what you was then you ain’t.”  He used to say, “That’s bad grammar, but good theology.”  I believe he is right.  If your life shows no evidence of change, then you need to seriously reevaluate your relationship with the Lord.


A Christian’s new life in Christ will be vastly different from his old life before Christ.  Paul emphasizes this concept in great detail in Romans, Chapter 6.  I encourage you to study this chapter very carefully.  Among the truths expressed in Romans 6 are the following:


Verse 2b:  “How shall we, that are dead to sin, live any longer therein?”


Verse 4b:  “even so we also should walk in newness of life.”


Verse 6:  “Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with him, that the body of sin might be destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve sin.”


Verses 11-14a:  “Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God through Jesus Christ our Lord. Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal body, that ye should obey it in the lusts thereof.   Neither yield ye your members 
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as instruments of unrighteousness unto sin: but yield yourselves unto God, as those that are alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness unto God. For sin shall not have dominion over you.”


Verse 18:  “Being then made free from sin, ye became the servants of righteousness.”


Paul’s emphasis over and over in Romans, Chapter 6, is to consider ourselves dead to our old life.  We are to place that old life in a casket, seal it, place it deep in the ground, cover it with a vault, bury it in dirt, and place a tombstone over it.  We are to reckon that old life as dead!  No longer are we to walk like we used to walk!  We are now to walk in the newness of life that Jesus Christ has made possible for us!

The Differences:

Several aspects of your life will be different, once you have genuinely entered into a relationship with Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior:


Your destiny will be different.  You are no longer bound for Hell; rather, Heaven awaits you!  Instead of being destined for an eternal place of unspeakable horror and torment, you are bound for a place of indescribable beauty and peace, to be forever in the presence of our Lord!


Your actions and activities will be different.  This means that you will behave differently than you did before you came to know Christ.  


Your character will be different.  Our actions are merely external expressions of inner characteristics and qualities.  When we come to know Christ, our inner character is changed, and is daily being conformed into Christ’s image.
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Your love and affections will be different.  You are going to feel differently toward your brethren, toward the lost, toward the world.  The love that God has for humanity will begin to fill you and overflow out of your life into the lives of others.


Your priorities will be different.  God’s desires will become your desires. God’s concerns will become your concerns.  God’s interests and priorities will become your interests and priorities.  Worshipping God, reading His Word, prayer, and Christian service will be important factors in your life.


Your spending will be different.  You can tell what is important to a person by looking at his checkbook.  How he spends his money is a good determinant concerning where his priorities and desires lie.  


The world’s view of you will be different.  1 John 3:13 says, “Marvel not, my brethren, if the world hate you.”  Jesus said in John 17:14, “I have given them Thy Word; and the world hath hated them, because they are not of this world, even as I am not of this world.”  Just as darkness cannot tolerate light, the world, under Satan’s dominion, will not like you.  But remember:  It is Christ’s opinion that matters!  And, Romans 8:18 says, “For I reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us!”


Finally, your Master will be different.  No longer are you enslaved by Satan, or by your own self-centered impulses.  Instead, the Savior of your Soul, our beloved Jesus, will become your new Master.  And He is a good Master!
Application:

Does your life look any different than it did before Jesus came into your heart?  
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CHAPTER EIGHT
“The Compassion Test”

1 John 3:16-18

    “Hereby perceive we the love of God, because he laid down his life for us: and we ought to lay down our lives for the brethren. But whoso hath this world's good, and seeth his brother have need, and shutteth up his bowels of compassion from him, how dwelleth the love of God in him? My little children, let us not love in word, neither in tongue; but in deed and in truth.”


The true follower of Jesus Christ will have compassion on the needy.  Both his heart and hand will be extended toward those who are suffering.  This is a truth that is found in a multitude of places in the Bible.

John the Apostle

In the above verses, John indicates that because God laid down His life for us, we ought then to lay down our lives for the brethren.  What does he mean, “lay down our lives for the brethren?”  John explains that we do so by giving of what we have to help others.  This is true Christianity in action.  


John goes on to say that our “love” ought not to be merely something we talk about; rather, it ought to be something that we do.  

Moses

Note what God said to Moses in Deuteronomy 5:7-11:  


“If there be among you a poor man of one of thy brethren within any of thy gates in thy land which the Lord thy God giveth thee,   thou shalt not harden thine heart,   nor shut thine hand from 
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thy poor brother: But thou shalt open thine hand wide unto him, and shalt surely lend him sufficient for his need, in that which he wanteth. Beware that there be not a thought in thy wicked heart, saying, The seventh year, the year of release, is at hand; and thine eye be evil against thy poor brother, and thou givest him nought; and he cry unto the Lord against thee, and it be sin unto thee. Thou shalt surely give him, and thine heart shall not be grieved when thou givest unto him: because that for this thing the Lord thy God shall bless thee in all thy works, and in all that thou puttest thine hand unto. For the poor shall never cease out of the land: therefore I command thee, saying, Thou shalt open thine hand wide unto thy brother, to thy poor, and to thy needy, in thy land.”


The command here is to help the poor.  The promise is that God will bless us when we do!

Solomon

In several places Solomon addressed the importance of our helping the poor and needy.


Proverbs 14:21b:  “…he that hath mercy on the poor, happy is he.”  There is a wonderful inner sense of well-being to the person who is sensitive to, and supplies, the needs of the poor.


Proverbs 14:31:  “He that oppresseth the poor reproacheth his Maker: but he that honoureth him hath mercy on the poor.”  To oppress the poor is to dishonor and reproach God.  But, to show mercy to the poor is to show honor to God.”


Proverbs 19:17:  “He that hath pity upon the poor lendeth unto the Lord; and that which he hath given will he pay him again.”  This is a wonderful verse!  When we have pity on the poor, God looks upon it as if we had loaned Him the money!  And, God always pays us back!  ALWAYS!
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Proverbs 22:9:  “He that hath a bountiful eye shall be blessed; for he giveth of his bread to the poor.”  Again, a blessing is promised for the one who helps the poor.

Proverbs 28:27:  “He that giveth unto the poor shall not lack: but he that hideth his eyes shall have many a curse.”  Two important statements are made here.  1)  There is a promise for the one who gives to the poor:  He himself shall not have any lack.  2)  But, the person who does not help the poor will bring many a curse upon himself.  

John the Baptist

When asked by the people what they should do to demonstrate fruit worthy of repentance, John said in Luke 3:11:  “…He that hath two coats, let him impart to him that hath none; and he that hath meat, let him do likewise.”
Paul

Paul had a great deal to say about the subject of our showing compassion on the needy also.  


Ephesians 4:28:  “Let him that stole steal no more: but rather let him labour, working with his hands the thing which is good, that he may have to give to him that needeth.”  Why should we labor for money?  What is the purpose of money?  To meet needs – God’s, others’ and ours!1 


2 Corinthians 9:8-12:  “And God is able to make all grace abound toward you; that ye, always having all sufficiency in all things, may abound to every good work:   (As it is written, He hath dispersed abroad; he hath given to the poor:  his righteousness remaineth for ever.  Now he that ministereth seed to the sower both minister bread for your food, and multiply your seed sown,  and 
1See Dr. Butterfield’s“20 Common Sense Money Principles. . .” 3-part series of booklets.
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increase the fruits of your righteousness;) Being enriched in every thing to all bountifulness, which causeth through us thanksgiving to God. For the administration of this service not only supplieth the want of the saints, but is abundant also by many thanksgivings unto God.” 


God says that He wants to bless us financially so that we can be a bountiful blessing to others!


If we will sow the good seed of helping others in need, we ourselves will reap a bountiful harvest, that we might have even more seed to sow in order to reap an even more bountiful harvest!

 
Note also what Paul says in 1 Timothy 6:17-19:  “Charge them that are rich in this world, that they be not highminded, nor trust in uncertain riches, but in the living God, who giveth us richly all things to enjoy; That they do good, that they be rich in good works, ready to distribute, willing to communicate; Laying up in store for themselves a good foundation against the time to come, that they may lay hold on eternal life.”


The admonition here is to rich people.  They are to trust God, not their riches.  And, they are to use their riches for good works, to generously help those in need.  Those who do are given the assurance that they are laying up for themselves a treasure in heaven! 

James

James wrote a very practical and pragmatic book.  He addressed his issues in a very straight-forward, head-on way.  Among the many subjects he addressed is that of genuine faith.  He asserts that a genuine inner faith will always evidence itself by outward expressions.  Note, therefore, his words in James 2:14-17:  “What doth it profit, my brethren, though a man say he hath faith, and have not works? can faith save him? If a brother or sister be naked, and destitute of daily food, And one of you say unto them, Depart in peace, be ye warmed and filled; notwithstanding ye give 
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them not those things which are needful to the body; what doth it profit? Even so faith, if it hath not works, is dead, being alone.” 


One important expression of our faith is our assisting those with needs.

Jesus

We have already seen what John the Apostle, Moses, Solomon, John the Baptist, Paul, and James have had to say about our showing compassion on the needy.  Now let’s consider what Jesus had to say about it!


In Matthew 6:1-4, He admonishes us to consider our motives in giving.  We are not to do it to be honored by men, but do so secretly, knowing that God has promised to reward us openly.


“Take heed that ye do not your alms before men, to be seen of them: otherwise ye have no reward of your Father which is in heaven. Therefore when thou doest thine alms, do not sound a trumpet before thee, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, that they may have glory of men. Verily I say unto you, They have their reward. But when thou doest alms, let not thy left hand know what thy right hand doeth: That thine alms may be in secret: and thy Father which seeth in secret himself shall reward thee openly.” 


And, in Matthew 25:34-40, Jesus makes it abundantly clear that whenever we help someone in need, He looks upon it as if it were an actual act of kindness to Himself!


“Then shall the King say unto them on his right hand, Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world: For I was an hungred, and ye gave me meat:    I was thirsty, and ye gave me drink:     I was a 
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stranger, and ye took me in: Naked, and ye clothed me: I was sick, and ye visited me: I was in prison, and ye came unto me. Then shall the righteous answer him, saying, Lord, when saw we thee an hungred, and fed thee? or thirsty, and gave thee drink? When saw we thee a stranger, and took thee in? or naked, and clothed thee? Or when saw we thee sick, or in prison, and came unto thee? And the King shall answer and say unto them, Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto me.” 

Application

Whenever we see someone in need, we ought to rejoice!  We are being given an opportunity to do something for Jesus!    


Whenever we help someone in need, God considers it a loan to Himself, and He will repay!


Whenever we help someone in need, God promises that He will see that our needs are met!


Whenever we help someone in need, by sowing into their lives, God has promised to give us an abundant harvest, that we might have enough for our own needs, as well as an abundance to help others!


How does your life measure up?  Do you pass the Compassion Test?  Does the inner change that has occurred in your life manifest itself through outward expressions of love toward those in need?
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CHAPTER NINE
“The Discernment Test”

1 John 4:1-6


“Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether they are of God: because many false prophets are gone out into the world. Hereby know ye the Spirit of God: Every spirit that confesseth that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is of God: And every spirit that confesseth not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is not of God: and this is that spirit of antichrist, whereof ye have heard that it should come; and even now already is it in the world. Ye are of God, little children, and have overcome them: because greater is he that is in you, than he that is in the world. They are of the world: therefore speak they of the world, and the world heareth them. We are of God: he that knoweth God heareth us; he that is not of God heareth not us. Hereby know we the spirit of truth, and the spirit of error.” 


We come now to the eighth of our twelve “tests” to determine whether or not we are indeed a growing disciple of Jesus Christ.  This test is the “discernment” test.  The question we need to ask ourselves is this:  Who do I believe?  Who am I listening to?  


In the verses above, John is warning that there will be false prophets in church and in society.  A false prophet is one whose teaching is contrary to that found in the Word of God, or who is teaching from impure motives.  This warning against false prophets is found in other places in the Bible also.  Notice just a few of them:


Matthew 7:15-16a  -  “Beware of false prophets, which come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly they are ravening wolves.  Ye shall know them by their fruits.”    

Jesus says that we are to beware of people who come to us 
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appearing to be one of the “sheep” (one of the followers of Christ) but who inwardly are wolves, seeking not to help the sheep, but to take advantage of the sheep.  They come not to feed but to fleece the flock.


Matthew 23:28  -  “Even so ye also outwardly appear righteous unto men, but within ye are full of hypocrisy and iniquity.” 

Here Jesus says that these men will appear outwardly to be righteous, to be the genuine article; however, inwardly they are full of two things:  hypocrisy and iniquity.  Hypocrisy is when one portrays himself to be one thing, when in reality he is the exact opposite.  Iniquity is when one is not yielded to God, but is rather in rebellion to Him.  These are the kinds of people who will attempt to infiltrate the Church.

2 Peter 2:1-3  -  “But there were false prophets also among the people, even as there shall be false teachers among you, who privily shall bring in damnable heresies, even denying the Lord that bought them, and bring upon themselves swift destruction. And many shall follow their pernicious ways; by reason of whom the way of truth shall be evil spoken of. And through covetousness shall they with feigned words make merchandise of you: whose judgment now of a long time lingereth not, and their damnation slumbereth not.”


The key point I want to draw to your attention here is the motives of these false teachers / prophets.  They do not come to help the church; rather, they are coming to make merchandise of them through covetousness.  In other words, their motive is to take from instead of give to believers.  The Word says that, ultimately, their destruction will be swift.

2 Corinthians 11:13-15  -  “For such are false apostles, deceitful workers, transforming themselves into the apostles of Christ.    And no marvel;   for Satan himself is transformed into an 
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angel of light. Therefore it is no great thing if his ministers also be transformed as the ministers of righteousness; whose end shall be according to their works.” 

The warning here, again, is that we are not to be deceived by the false prophet’s outward appearance. They, like Satan, disguise themselves as angels of light, and truth.  


John’s admonition to us, in light of the realities, is two-fold.  First, he warns us not to believe every word, every prophecy, every sermon, every proposed preacher.  Second, we are examine them, to determine whether or not they are indeed true prophets.  There are at least four “tests” we need to subject every preacher, every sermon, and every prophecy to, in order to determine their validity and truthfulness.  These “tests” come in the form of four questions we need to ask.


The first question we need to ask of these prophets is, “Who is Jesus?”  We saw this in great detail in chapter two, the Reality Test.  Basically, we need to know Who they believe Jesus is.  Is He eternal?  Is He God?  Is He our Savior?  Did He live a perfect, holy life, die on a cross as our Substitute, and come back to life, to live forever?  The answer to each of these questions must be, “Yes!” if we are to accept others’ prophecies.


The second question to ask in determining whether or not a person is a false prophet is, “How are we saved?”  Any answer that is based on works of any kind is heresy.  We are not saved by baptism, or our own efforts at righteousness.  Only by grace, through Christ, are we saved.


Third, we need to ask, “Which authority dominates the person’s life?”  1 John 4:5-6 mention two alternatives:  Either the world, or the Word.  Does the person preach the Word?  Does what they say measure up to what the Word teaches?  Do they live by the Word?  Or, is their primary concern the things of the world?
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Finally, we need to ask the question, “Do they have godly character and conduct?”  Do their lives exemplify Christ’s?  Are they walking in integrity and moral purity?  Are their motives and methods pure?  And, do they exemplify the fruit of the Spirit (love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temperance / self-control)?  It is important to know that a person’s spiritual maturity is measured by the fruit of the Spirit, not the gifts of the Spirit.  

Application

Whenever we hear someone preaching or teaching what they purport to be the Word of God, we need to subject them to the above four questions.  I am not saying we need to trap them in a corner and subject them to a scrutinizing interrogation.  We simply observe.  If we begin to have doubt, then we can ask them directly.  We do this, not in a cynical way, or in a judgmental and condescending way; rather, we do so with the motive of seeking the truth.  If, after subjecting them to the above questions, we find that the person is not walking in truth, then we need to stop listening to them.  On the other hand, if they are speaking truth which lines up with the Bible, then we need to accept their word as being from the Lord, and we need to adjust our lives accordingly.
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CHAPTER TEN
“The Love Test”

1 John 4:7-21


“Beloved, let us love one another: for love is of God; and every one that loveth is born of God, and knoweth God. He that loveth not knoweth not God; for God is love. In this was manifested the love of God toward us, because that God sent his only begotten Son into the world, that we might live through him. Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that he loved us, and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins. Beloved, if God so loved us, we ought also to love one another. No man hath seen God at any time. If we love one another, God dwelleth in us, and his love is perfected in us. Hereby know we that we dwell in him, and he in us, because he hath given us of his Spirit. And we have seen and do testify that the Father sent the Son to be the Saviour of the world. Whosoever shall confess that Jesus is the Son of God, God dwelleth in him, and he in God. And we have known and believed the love that God hath to us. God is love; and he that dwelleth in love dwelleth in God, and God in him. Herein is our love made perfect, that we may have boldness in the day of judgment: because as he is, so are we in this world. There is no fear in love; but perfect love casteth out fear: because fear hath torment. He that feareth is not made perfect in love. We love him, because he first loved us. If a man say, I love God, and hateth his brother, he is a liar: for he that loveth not his brother whom he hath seen, how can he love God whom he hath not seen? [21] And this commandment have we from him, That he who loveth God love his brother also.”

We come now to the ninth of our twelve “tests” to determine if we truly are believers who are growing in spiritual maturity – the “Love Test”.  This is one of John’s favorite themes. In both his Gospel as well as his Epistles, he emphasizes our love for God and for others as being indicative of genuine Christianity.
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Notice first the Exhortation to love in verses 7 and 8.  John indicated very clearly that we are to love one another because God Himself is love, and if we have God in us, then we will love as He loves.  



It is important for us to realize that God’s love permeates all other aspects of His being.  God is holy.  This means that there is no sin, no impurity whatsoever in Him.  Consequently, what you have in Him is His love.  God is sovereign, but His love governs every aspect of His rule.  God IS love!  


Second, notice the Example to love that God Himself gives us.  He states in verses 9 through 11 that the love God has for us was manifested (made evident) because He sent the pride and joy of His heart, His only Son Jesus, to the world!  Pure and holy Jesus died in the place of impure and unholy man!  Romans 5:8 states, “But God commendeth (demonstrated) his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.”


God didn’t take offense at us.  He didn’t turn His back on us.  He didn’t walk away from us.  Instead, He reached down and pulled us out of the pit we had gotten ourselves into, cleansed off the filth of our sin, clothed us in His righteousness, and then adopted us into His family!  What wonderful love!


Verse 10 stated that it wasn’t such a remarkable thing that we should love such a loving Person.  The remarkable thing is that He loved us!  Such marvelous love!


And, this is the example God has set for us.  If God so loved us, we ought also to love one another, John states in verse 11.  How are we to love one another?  By our forbearance and forgiveness.  By our patience.  By our helping others in need.  


Verses 13 through 16 speak of the Extremity of God’s love for us. God’s love for us was demonstrated in the past, when Christ died on the Cross for us.  This was the first step of God’s great and
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wonderful demonstration of love toward us. 1 John 3:2 tells us that in the future, when we see Jesus,  we will become like Him, for we will see Him as He is!  He has gone to prepare a place in Heaven for us.  He has promised to return for us and to take us to be with Him forever!  This is wonderful love!  But, the love He has for us is also demonstrated in the present!  God’s love is not just past tense or future tense.  It is also present tense!  He showed His love in the most extreme measure and He continues to show us how much He loves us by sending His Spirit to dwell within us, according to these verses.  


The word “dwell” or “dwelleth” occurs five times in these few verses.  God is saying that another way He demonstrates His love for us is that He sends His Spirit to dwell within us!  God wants more than just cleansing us of our sin or providing Heaven instead of Hell as our destiny.  Each of these was done for His one over-riding purpose:  to establish relationship with us!  And, He has chosen to have such an intimacy of fellowship with us that He Himself has come to dwell in us, and to allow us to dwell in Him!  

Notice, fourth, the Excellence of God’s love, in verses 17 through 19.  God’s love is perfect.    The word “perfect” is found four times in these few verses.  This means that is lacks nothing.  It in no way is less that the absolute perfect love that God Himself is and shows!


This love is so wonderful, so complete, so overwhelming, that it erases all fear.  There are several things some people fear in God:  His disapproval, His rejection, His criticism, His indifference, His punishment.  Yet, John indicates that when we finally come to understand just how very much God does love us, how unconditional is His love, then all of these fears are erased!


The verses stated that “fear hath torment”.  When we are afraid of God, it affects us emotionally and spiritually in a very negative way.  Only when we come to understand just how much He does love us are these fears and torments alleviated.       God’s 
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love for us is NOT performance based!  He doesn’t say, “I will love you when. . .” or “I will love you if. . . .”  NO!  He says, “I love you!  PERIOD!”  He knows all of your weakness, mistakes, bad habits, and sin.  He knows what is hidden in the dark closets of your heart.  He knows the mistakes you are going to make in the future.  And He still LOVES you!  What excellent love this is!


Finally, John states once again in verses 20 through 21 the Exhortation he stated in verses 7 and 8:  “Love one another!”  Jesus said something very important in John 13:34-35:


“A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one another; as I have loved you, that ye also love one another.  By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to another.”


In other words, the biggest test, the biggest indicator to use to determine if we are truly His disciples is the love test.  Do we love others?  Do we love God?  Jesus even admonishes us that this is the one thing that will truly convince a lost world that we are His disciples.  The world will know we are Jesus’ disciples not by how many times we go to church, or how much money we give, or how many Bible verses we can quote.  The one thing that will convince them is the love they see in us!

Application

Do you pass the love test?  Do you love God?  Do you love others?   This truly is the most important test of all.
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CHAPTER ELEVEN
“The Faith Test”

1 John 5:1-5


“Whosoever believeth that Jesus is the Christ is born of God: and every one that loveth him that begat loveth him also that is begotten of him. By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God, and keep his commandments. For this is the love of God, that we keep his commandments: and his commandments are not grievous. For whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world: and this is the victory that overcometh the world, even our faith. Who is he that overcometh the world, but he that believeth that Jesus is the Son of God?”


We come now to the 10th of our 12 tests to determine whether or not we are walking in spiritual maturity.  It is the Faith Test.  From the verses above, I want you to notice the three phases of faith through which we all must pass.

Original Faith

Verse one above speaks of those who believe that Jesus is the Christ.  There comes a time in the life of very Christian when he places his trust in Jesus.  He believes the truth that Jesus has come to bring redemption to man.  He has original faith.

John says that we believe that Jesus is the Christ.  The word “Christ” means “anointed.”  It means that Jesus was sent from the Father, and was anointed and empowered by the Spirit, to bring full and complete redemption to whosoever will trust Him.  


This complete redemption covers all of the consequences of the Fall in the Garden of Eden.  The consequences were separation from God, sickness, and ultimately death.  Jesus provided for each of these!  
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Additionally, Christ’s redemption covers the whole man.  Man is made up of body, soul (mind, will, and emotions), and spirit.  When sin and Satan brought destruction and illness into each of these areas, Jesus came and brought life!


The good news is that this salvation is available to whosoever!  No matter what your past, what your history, what your background, what your mistakes:  God’s grace is sufficient to cover it all!  


It is imperative that we first enter into “original” faith – that we enter into a relationship with God through Jesus, the Christ, the Anointed of God.

Obedient Faith

The second phase of faith mentioned in these verses in 1 John 5 is obedient faith. 

The Word has a great deal to say about obedience.  In Deuteronomy 28:1-14 we find the blessings of the Covenant:

“And it shall come to pass, if thou shalt hearken diligently unto the voice of the Lord thy God, to observe and to do all his commandments which I command thee this day, that the Lord thy God will set thee on high above all nations of the earth: And all these blessings shall come on thee, and overtake thee, if thou shalt hearken unto the voice of the Lord thy God. Blessed shalt thou be in the city, and blessed shalt thou be in the field. Blessed shall be the fruit of thy body, and the fruit of thy ground, and the fruit of thy cattle, the increase of thy kine, and the flocks of thy sheep. Blessed shall be thy basket and thy store.  Blessed shalt thou be when thou comest in, and blessed shalt thou be when thou goest out. The Lord shall cause thine enemies that rise up against thee to be smitten before thy face: they shall come out against thee one way, and flee before thee seven ways. The Lord shall command the blessing upon 
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thee in thy storehouses, and in all that thou settest thine hand unto; and he shall bless thee in the land which the Lord thy God giveth thee. The Lord shall establish thee an holy people unto himself, as he hath sworn unto thee, if thou shalt keep the commandments of the Lord thy God, and walk in his ways.  And all people of the earth shall see that thou art called by the name of the Lord; and they shall be afraid of thee.  And the Lord shall make thee plenteous in goods, in the fruit of thy body, and in the fruit of thy cattle, and in the fruit of thy ground, in the land which the Lord sware unto thy fathers to give thee.  The Lord shall open unto thee his good treasure, the heaven to give the rain unto thy land in his season, and to bless all the work of thine hand: and thou shalt lend unto many nations, and thou shalt not borrow.  And the Lord shall make thee the head, and not the tail; and thou shalt be above only, and thou shalt not be beneath; if that thou hearken unto the commandments of the Lord thy God, which I command thee this day, to observe and to do them:  And thou shalt not go aside from any of the words which I command thee this day, to the right hand, or to the left, to go after other gods to serve them.” 

In the above verses I have emphasized one word:  “if”.  It is found four times in these 14 verses.  God is saying, “I eagerly desire to bless you in every possible way.  I will be able to do so if you will only obey Me!


Jesus also mentioned the need for an obedient faith:


John 14:15, 21, 23 – “If ye love me, keep my commandments. He that hath my commandments, and keepeth them, he it is that loveth me: and he that loveth me shall be loved of my Father, and I will love him, and will manifest myself to him. Jesus answered and said unto him, If a man love me, he will keep my words: and my Father will love him, and we will come unto him, and make our abode with him.” 
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John 15:10-14 – “If ye keep my commandments, ye shall abide in my love; even as I have kept my Father's commandments, and abide in his love.] These things have I spoken unto you, that my joy might remain in you, and that your joy might be full.  This is my commandment, That ye love one another, as I have loved you.  Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends.  Ye are my friends, if ye do whatsoever I command you.” 


John 13:34-35 – “A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one another; as I have loved you, that ye also love one another. [35] By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to another.” 

 
And, note again what John said in 1 John 5:2-3 – “By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God, and keep his commandments.  For this is the love of God, that we keep his commandments: and his commandments are not grievous.”


Notice that John sates that God’s commands are not “grievous.”   This simply means that obedience to God’s commands is not a burden; rather, it is a blessing!  The path of obedience is always the best path for our lives!  

Overcoming Faith

The final phase of faith mentioned by John is overcoming faith.  


1 John 5:4-5  -  “For whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world: and this is the victory that overcometh the world, even our faith.  Who is he that overcometh the world, but he that believeth that Jesus is the Son of God? 


Overcoming faith can only come about in our lives as we first experience both original faith and obedient faith.   When these 
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two are in place in our lives, we are now in a position to experience overcoming faith!  We can be victorious over the world, the flesh, and the devil!  We can overcome whatever comes our way!  Notice the following promises of God concerning overcoming faith:


John 16:33 – “These things I have spoken unto you, that in me ye might have peace. In the world ye shall have tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have overcome the world.” 


Luke 10:19  -  “Behold, I give unto you power to tread on serpents and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy: and nothing shall by any means hurt you.” 


James 4:7  -  “Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.” 


Psalm 44:5  -  “Through thee will we push down our enemies: through thy name will we tread them under that rise up against us.” 

 
Romans 8:37  -  “Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him that loved us.” 

    
Colossians 2:15  -  “And having spoiled principalities and powers, he made a shew of them openly, triumphing over them in it.” 

Observations Concerning Faith

Briefly, allow me to make four quick observations concerning our faith:


1)  Without faith it is impossible to please God.  (Hebrews 11:6).  
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2)  Faith = trusting God and His Word and acting accordingly.  James, chapter 2, indicates that faith without works is dead.  In other words, a genuine faith will result in a physical response on our part.

3)  Faith comes from God’s Word.  (Romans 10:17)  In order to grow in faith, we must saturate our minds and spirits with the Word of God, from which we derive faith.
    
4)  Faith must be fed in order to function.  Again, we must continue to abide in the Word of God – continually – in order to see our faith grow.  Just as the body needs continual nourishment to remain healthy, so our faith must be fed with the Word of God to remain strong.
Application

Do you pass the faith test?  Have you experienced Original Faith by entering into a relationship with God through Jesus Christ?  


Have you committed to Obedient Faith?  Are you willing to obey all that God instructs, knowing that His way is always the best way, and that His way is the way of blessing?  Remember:  the most important commands are to love God and to love others.


Finally, are you living the victorious life, defeating the world, the flesh, and the devil through Overcoming Faith?
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    CHAPTER TWELVE
“The Witness Test”

1 John 5:6-13  -  “This is he that came by water and blood, even Jesus Christ; not by water only, but by water and blood. And it is the Spirit that beareth witness, because the Spirit is truth. For there are three that bear record in heaven, the Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghost: and these three are one. And there are three that bear witness in earth, the spirit, and the water, and the blood: and these three agree in one. If we receive the witness of men, the witness of God is greater: for this is the witness of God which he hath testified of his Son. He that believeth on the Son of God hath the witness in himself: he that believeth not God hath made him a liar; because he believeth not the record that God gave of his Son. And this is the record, that God hath given to us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. He that hath the Son hath life; and he that hath not the Son of God hath not life. These things have I written unto you that believe on the name of the Son of God; that ye may know that ye have eternal life, and that ye may believe on the name of the Son of God.”


John states that there are several “witnesses” which give testimony to Jesus’ deity and Sonship.


First, there are the three witnesses on earth.  John said that the three witnesses are the water, the blood, and the Spirit.  At Jesus’ baptism (the water) God affirmed Jesus’ relationship as His Son.  The Spirit descended upon Him in the form of a dove at that time.  And, at Jesus’ death the blood witnessed to His saving work.


John then mentions the fact that there are three Witnesses in Heaven, the Father, the Son, and the Spirit who all testify concerning Jesus’ place as God’s Son and man’s Savior.  
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John mentions thirdly that often men testify concerning Jesus.  Quite possibly it was through the witness or preaching of a man or woman of God that brought you to the point of being saved.
    
All of these are valid witnesses.  However, unless we have an inner witness to Jesus’ Deity and the salvation He makes available, none of the above will be of any positive effect in our lives.  It is imperative that we know Who Jesus is, what Jesus did, and that we ourselves have come to know Him.  


As we saw in the beginning, the very reason John wrote the book of 1 John was so that we might know that we have a relationship with God through Jesus, and that we might continue to grow in that relationship.


1 John 5:13 is the key verse to understanding all of the book of 1 John.  God wants you to know – to have an inner witness – that you are indeed in a growing relationship with Him:


“These things have I written unto you that believe on the name of the Son of God; that ye may know that ye have eternal life, and that ye may believe on the name of the Son of God.” 

Application

Do you pass the Witness Test?  Do you know you have a relationship with God through Jesus Christ?  Is there within you an inner witness – a knowing – that you are saved and that God is your Father?  The book of 1 John, as well as this little book, were written that you would know!    
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CHAPTER THIRTEEN
“The Prayer Test”

1 John 5:14-15  -  “And this is the confidence that we have in him, that, if we ask any thing according to his will, he heareth us: And if we know that he hear us, whatsoever we ask, we know that we have the petitions that we desired of him. 


The final “test” John gives to help us determine whether or not we are indeed in a right relationship with God, and whether or not we are growing in that relationship into spiritual maturity, is the Prayer Test:  How is your prayer life?


According to the verses above, John indicates that there ought to be a great sense of confidence in our prayer life.  When we come before God, there ought to be a great sense of confidence that God hears and answers our prayers!    

    
This confidence can come if we are praying correctly.  Following are eight requirements that must be followed if our prayer life is going to be effective.

Eight Prayer Prerequisites

1)  Pray according to God’s Will (Word).  Notice again the verses above.  How can we know what God’s will is?  It is found in His Word!  


My wife, Maggie, is a strong advocate of praying the Word of God.  She is right.  When you pray God’s Words back to Him, you know you are praying according to His will!  You cannot pray amiss when you pray this way!  You find great confidence in this kind of praying!


2)  Faith.  There are several verses which indicate that faith is an absolutely essential element in our prayer life. Here are a few:
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Matthew 21:22  -  “And all things, whatsoever ye shall ask in prayer, believing, ye shall receive.”


Mark 11:22-24  -  “And Jesus answering saith unto them, Have faith in God.  For verily I say unto you, That whosoever shall say unto this mountain, Be thou removed, and be thou cast into the sea; and shall not doubt in his heart, but shall believe that those things which he saith shall come to pass; he shall have whatsoever he saith.  Therefore I say unto you, What things soever ye desire, when ye pray, believe that ye receive them, and ye shall have them.”

 James 1:5-8  -  “If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth not; and it shall be given him. But let him ask in faith, nothing wavering. For he that wavereth is like a wave of the sea driven with the wind and tossed. For let not that man think that he shall receive any thing of the Lord.  A double minded man is unstable in all his ways.”  

3)  Obedience.  John mentioned this earlier, in Chapter 3, verse 22:


“And whatsoever we ask, we receive of him, because we keep his commandments, and do those things that are pleasing in his sight.” 


God so wants to answer your prayers, but when we are disobedient to Him, we remove ourselves from the position where He can bless us and answer us.  He doesn’t remove Himself – we remove ourselves from that blessed place!


Isaiah 59:1-2  -  “Behold, the Lord's hand is not shortened, that it cannot save; neither his ear heavy, that it cannot hear: But your iniquities have separated between you and your God, and your sins have hid his face from you, that he will not hear.” 
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4)  Abide in Christ and His Word.  As we saw earlier, to abide means to continue in, to remain, to cling to something.  


John 5:7, 16  -  “If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall be done unto you.  Ye have not chosen me, but I have chosen you, and ordained you, that ye should go and bring forth fruit, and that your fruit should remain: that whatsoever ye shall ask of the Father in my name, he may give it you.” 


5)  Pure Motives.  It is possible to do a good thing or to ask for a good thing, but to do so with impure motives.  


James 4:2-3  -  “Ye lust, and have not: ye kill, and desire to have, and cannot obtain: ye fight and war, yet ye have not, because ye ask not.  Ye ask, and receive not, because ye ask amiss, that ye may consume it upon your lusts.” 

    
6)  In Jesus’ Name.  To pray in Jesus’ name means that we are doing so as His representative, under His authority.  Just as some people are given power of attorney to act in another’s behalf, we have been given “power of attorney” to act and pray in Jesus’ behalf, according to His will.


John 14:12-14  -  “Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that believeth on me, the works that I do shall he do also; and greater works than these shall he do; because I go unto my Father.  And whatsoever ye shall ask in my name, that will I do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son.  If ye shall ask any thing in my name, I will do it.” 

    
John 15:16  -  “Ye have not chosen me, but I have chosen you, and ordained you, that ye should go and bring forth fruit, and that your fruit should remain: that whatsoever ye shall ask of the Father in my name, he may give it you.” 
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John 16:23-24  -  “And in that day ye shall ask me nothing. Verily, verily, I say unto you, Whatsoever ye shall ask the Father in my name, he will give it you.  Hitherto have ye asked nothing in my name: ask, and ye shall receive, that your joy may be full.” 


When we pray in the name of Jesus, in His authority, as His representative, according to His will, we have tapped into a great source of  Power!


7)  Agreement.  When we pray in agreement with another believer, Jesus promises to be with us:


Matthew 18:19  -  “I say unto you, That if two of you shall agree on earth as touching any thing that they shall ask, it shall be done for them of my Father which is in heaven.” 

    
8)  Forgiveness.  In Matthew 6 Jesus gives us what is known as the Lord’s Prayer, or the Model Prayer.  It serves as a guide, an outline if you will, to help us know how to pray.  And, at another time, in Mark 11, He gives instructions concerning how we ought to pray in faith.  


Following both of these lessons on prayer and faith, Jesus then makes some sobering remarks concerning the necessity of forgiving others if our prayers are to be effective:


Matthew 6:14-15  -  “For if ye forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you:  But if ye forgive not men their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses.” 

    
Mark 11:25-26  -  “And when ye stand praying, forgive, if ye have ought against any: that your Father also which is in heaven may forgive you your trespasses.  But if ye do not forgive, neither will your Father which is in heaven forgive your trespasses. 
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If we will follow these prerequisites for effective prayer, we will see our prayer life empowered!  Our prayer life will become a thing of joy!


Remember:  God loves you!  He desires intimacy with You!  And, He wants to meet your every need!  The Bible is full of such promises!  In conclusion, notice just a few:

Prayer Promises

Philippians 4:19  -  “But my God shall supply all your need according to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus.” 

    
Isaiah 65:24  -  “And it shall come to pass, that before they call, I will answer; and while they are yet speaking, I will hear.” 

    
Matthew 7:7-11  -  “Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you: For every one that asketh receiveth; and he that seeketh findeth; and to him that knocketh it shall be opened. Or what man is there of you, whom if his son ask bread, will he give him a stone?  Or if he ask a fish, will he give him a serpent?  If ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto your children, how much more shall your Father which is in heaven give good things to them that ask him?”


Ephesians 3:20  -  “Now unto him that is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that worketh in us.”


Finally, remember the following verses from 1 John:


1 John 3:22  -  “And whatsoever we ask, we receive of him, because we keep his commandments, and do those things that are pleasing in his sight.” 
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1 John 5:14-15  -  “And this is the confidence that we have in him, that, if we ask any thing according to his will, he heareth us:  And if we know that he hear us, whatsoever we ask, we know that we have the petitions that we desired of him.” 

Application

Do you pass the Prayer Test?  Is your prayer life powerful?  Are you fulfilling the eight prerequisites for effective prayer?    Are you claiming the promises God has given in His Word?
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CONCLUSION

By way of review, let’s take a final look at the twelve “tests” we need to take to determine whether or not we are indeed in a relationship with God, and to determine whether or not we are growing into spiritual maturity.


1)  The Reality Test.  Who is Jesus to me?  Do I believe that He is indeed the Incarnate Son of God?


2)  The Light Test.  Am I walking in the Light?


3)  The Obedience Test.  Do I obey God’s Word?  Am I yielded to God’s will and Word?


4)  The Loyalty Test.  How loyal to Christ am I?


5)  The Expectancy Test.  Am I living like I expect Jesus to come back soon?


6)  The Difference Test.  After coming to know Jesus, is my life different than before?


7)  The Compassion Test. Do I care for others in need?


8)  The Discernment Test.  Who am I listening to?  Who do I believe?


9)  The Love Test.  Do I have and demonstrate a genuine love for God and others?


10)  The Faith Test.  Do I truly trust God?


11)  The Witness Test.  Is there within me an inner sense of peace and knowing that Christ is in my life?


12)  The Prayer Test.  How is my prayer life?  Am I fulfilling the prerequisites for effective prayer?
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If you will do some self-evaluation you will position yourself to know the status of your relationship with God through Jesus Christ.  You will know whether or not you are growing in spiritual maturity.  


Stop now and ask the Holy Spirit to work with you and to reveal to you any areas you need to improve in.  
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