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Endorsements
The lessons found in Dr. James D. Butterfield’s book “COMMON SENSE BOOK” came to me two years ago in booklets forms before he planned to compile them as a book. The lessons found in this little book have been of immense help to me as a young minister in my relationship to money. I recommend it highly, not only to pastors and Christian worker, but also to all Christians who want to know something about the source of both financial and material resources and how to handle them from biblical perspectives. I do highly endorse this book and ask the entire Christian community to go in for this book in order to have a better understanding of their relationship to money as found in the Bible.

Pastor Beyan G. Zayzay, Sr.

Kingdom Vision Worship Center

Paynesville City, Montserrado County,

Liberia

As Dr. Butterfield had said in the opening of this book, so much has been written on this topic in the realms of every angle and belief. Coming from a more quiet and traditional up-bringing and then coming into the Word of Faith movement I have had many different ideas of Tithing, Giving and why we do these things.  For many years I believed that we gave to get, or name it and claim it. As I found out as I grew in the Lord and his Word it is not this at all. I was so encouraged by this short book. In the few chapters there are so many truths that I wish I had been exposed to when I was a new believer. 

This is not just a book on information, but also a book full of Biblical back-up!  This book is laid out in such a way that even my 11-year-old can grab hold of the truths of this very short and powerful book. I know that, if you will open your heart and mind, this book will encourage you in the area of money. I can’t wait until Doc come and teach this here in the Philippines. Thanks Doc. 

Robert & Lela Haase Missionaries

Word of Life Ministries

Philippines 

Having read so many books on the subject of Sowing and Reaping, as I believe many readers have, one might look at this book and say “another one”. But after reading this booklet compiled by Dr James Butterfield and knowing the man, I know those who will read this book will be blessed because Dr James has made the concept of Sowing and Reaping his own by what he has and he is still doing it with all the will and power in him through Christ Jesus and that is Sowing and Reaping. I believe he took ownership of that concept so he has the Power to transfer it to you as you read this book. God bless you Doc.  

Pastor Llewellyn Edward Adams

Kings Way Ministries

Cape Town, South Africa
Prophetically the Church is coming into a new season of wealth transfer for Kingdom purposes and advancement, and this requires adequate preparation and understanding of the purposes of God and His spiritual principles that are laid down in His word in regards to finances. These “Common Sense Book” as penned down by Dr. Butterfield is a very simple and pragmatic biblical principle and I recommend this to those who have the prosperity of the Church in view in the right means.

Dr. Butterfield, keep this coming!

Israel Onoriobe

World Vision Crusade Outreach Ministries

Uitenhage, South Africa

www.wvcom-international.org

I have been privileged to hear Dr. James Butterfield teach and Preach several times.  Dr. James' book, like his public speaking, is full of wisdom yet is so down-to-earth and practical.  This book is a practical, powerful and useful tool that will save you from common financial mistakes and will help guide you to financial health, vitality, and freedom. Thank You, Dr. James, for writing to all what God has taught you.
 

Apostle Emiola Kolawole
Word of Righteousness Ministries, International
African Director, Kingdom Life Ministries International
Nigeria

It seems that there is at least one universal struggle common to many Christ-followers – how to manage money so that their needs are met, while at the same time glorify God. Even though to you and me it may seem like mere Common Sense for how Christ-followers should steward the resources God has entrusted to us, many Christ-followers are ignorant of what the Scriptures teach regarding money. Therefore, many Christ-followers fall prey to the devourer (Satan) who plunders God’s resources in their lives. People suffer and God’s kingdom growth (the church) suffers. It is therefore imperative we teach Christ-followers the simple but profound principles found in God’s Word regarding money.

After reading Dr. Butterfield’s book, Common Sense, I am convinced that it would educate and inspire Christ-followers to either examine for the first time or re-examine their Christian stewardship. Dr. Butterfield simply directs the reader to examine what the Bible says on the subject without trying to make the Bible say something it doesn’t. Contained within a few short pages, Common Sense addresses key Biblical principles that will revolutionize lives, if applied. And speaking of application, at the end of each chapter, Dr. Butterfield’s book purposefully provides an opportunity for the Christ-follower to express how they will apply what they have just read. I highly recommend the Common Sense Book to you and to those you shepherd. No doubt, Common Sense will provide the opportunity for any Christ-follower to discover the Biblical pathway toward true abundance in their finances….. 

Grace to you,

Wyatt Shanks

Pleasant Hill First Baptist Church

Pleasant Hill, USA   
I finished going through Dr. James Butterfield's book, Common Sense Money Principles, and indeed have not enough words to say what weight and depth this book has. It is not like the other books I have read on money or prosperity because, unlike the others, this book is so much based on the unchanging, irrefutable word of God. This is an added asset to the body of Christ. Dr James' book is not just one of the many books written about money or prosperity that you should add to your library, but this is a book that teaches on money or prosperity based on God's unchanging word. Dr. James has given the body of Christ the mind of God concerning money and prosperity. This is a must read for all believers. 

Pastor Tom Alex Ominde 

Sanctuary of Hope Worship Centre

Nairobi, Kenya


As I read Dr. James D. Butterfield's book of Common Sense Money Principles, I began looking at the Biblical references Dr. Jim used in his book.  The New Testament has recorded thirty-eight parables--- twelve are about money.  Approximately 1/3 of the parables are about our responsibilities regarding money.  One out of every six verses in Matthew, Mark and Luke has to do with this subject.  God's plan for us is to be responsible stewards of what He gives us while we are on earth.  The Common Sense Money Principles is a concise guide for our stewardship and devotion to God.

 

Thank you Dr. James for the presentation in your book of these important God given principles.  I can affirm that by following these principles God promises joy and peace for us.  (From the Word:  Proverbs 3: 9,10 - "Honor the Lord with your possessions, and with the first fruits of all your increase;  So your barns will be filled with plenty, and your vats will overflow with new wine.")

 

May God richly bless your stewardship,

Fritz and Linda Oeser,  

Springfield, MO (USA)

This is a marvelous book to read and to help us to understand God's word concerning how we handle our finances.  It is filled with great wisdom and teaching, using the Scriptures, so we know just what God expects of us and how He will reward us if we listen and obey Him on using our finances per His Holy Word.  I recommend it very highly!

 

Vivian L. Church

Precept Ministries Leader and Teacher

Fort Worth, Texas (USA)

This penetrating book from His Messenger, Dr. Butterfield, will point you to the Real Source of your Financial Blessings-God. Not your spouse or friends which are just the channels. The down to earth and wonderful insight presented in this volume will fire up faith in you to overcome all financial breakdowns in your life and ministry. This book has come to us from God at the right time.
Pastor Samuel Elijah
Word of Righteousness Ministries, International
Lagos, Nigeria
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Essential Beginnings

What you are about to read is not intellectually profound, nor does it claim to proclaim any “new revelation” on the subject of money.  Much has been written from a Christian perspective on financial matters - by people much smarter than I am!


So, why do I presume to add another volume to the already huge bulk of material which has already been written?  Of the many resources I have written, it has always surprised me to know that the most positive feedback I have received has come from four simple booklets. Those booklets are:  The Law of Sowing and Reaping, Common Sense Money Principles as Taught in Proverbs, Common Sense Money Principles as Taught by Jesus, and Common Sense Money Principles as Taught by Paul.  Friends have encouraged me to put all of these within one book, thus what you now hold in your hands.


I have endeavored to let the Bible speak for itself.  There is much wisdom in the Word of God on the subject of money matters.  God has given us a thorough treatise on this important subject, and His counsel, if followed, will ensure greater prosperity in the true Biblical sense.  


I admonish you to apply what the Bible has to say about the subject of money.    At the end of each chapter is given a place for you to record your insights of what God is saying to you, and what you are going to do in response.  The key question to be asking yourself as you read is this:  “How am I going to apply what I God is saying to me?”


May your life be blessed - financially and otherwise!


Chapter One
The Law of Sowing and Reaping

Part One - Knowing Your Source
3 John 2 states, “Beloved, I wish above all things that thou mayest prosper and be in health, even as thy soul prospereth.” 
 
Our God is a Good God!
 

God loves you – unconditionally! And, He wants to do good in your life - in every area of your life! Physically, emotionally, relationally, mentally, and financially, He desires to bless you! This is the promise we find in the verse above. It clearly states God’s will for your life! God wants you to prosper! God wants to bless you - in every area of your life!!
 
            Notice what Jeremiah 29:11 says: “For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, saith the Lord, thoughts of peace, and not of evil, to give you an expected end.”
 
            Jesus said in John 10:10: “The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly.” 
 
            Whereas Satan (the thief) has as his objective your destruction, poverty, and death, Jesus came to build you up, not destroy you! He came to give to you, not to steal from you! He came to give you life, not death! 
            God wants to do good in your life!             
 
            Philippians 4:19 is a promise that covers every aspect of our lives. It is true. It can be trusted! It says, “But my God shall supply all your need according to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus.” 
 
            Your Heavenly Father is a rich Father! He has unlimited resources to meet your needs! Your need can never exceed His supply! You can never exceed your Heavenly Father’s ability to help! And, as we have already indicated, He is a loving Father! He promises that He shall supply all your needs. God is the Source for the meeting of every one of your needs. He promises to meet not some of your needs some of the time, but all of your needs all of the time! The One Who will meet all your needs is not your boss, not your spouse, not your friends. It is God. God is your Source. 
 
            Psalm 23:1 says, “The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want.” Our God is a good Shepherd! He takes care of His sheep and wants them to do well. He is a good Heavenly Father! He takes care of His children, and wants them to prosper in every way! He is a good Covenant Partner and yearns to bless us! Remember 3 John 2? “Beloved, I wish above all things that thou mayest prosper and be in health, even as thy soul prospereth.” This IS God’s will for YOU!
 
Blessings Are Found on the Path of Obedience
 
            Most people think that in order to receive God’s blessings, all they have to do is sit back and wait for the blessings to come to them. Though God sometimes does bless us in this way, out of the blue, most often the blessings are a result of acts of faith and obedience on our part.

            You must remember that God’s love is unconditional, but His promises and blessings are not. In Deuteronomy 28:1-4 we find the blessings of being in covenant with God:
 
            “And it shall come to pass, if thou shalt hearken diligently unto the voice of the Lord thy God, to observe and to do all his commandments which I command thee this day, that the Lord thy God will set thee on high above all nations of the earth: [2] And 
all these blessings shall come on thee, and overtake thee, if thou shalt hearken unto the voice of the Lord thy God. [3] Blessed shalt thou be in the city, and blessed shalt thou be in the field. [4] Blessed shall be the fruit of thy body, and the fruit of thy ground, 
and the fruit of thy cattle, the increase of thy kine, and the flocks of thy sheep. [5] Blessed shall be thy basket and thy store. [6] Blessed shalt thou be when thou comest in, and blessed shalt thou be when thou goest out. [7] The Lord shall cause thine enemies that rise up against thee to be smitten before thy face: they shall come out against thee one way, and flee before thee seven ways. [8] The Lord shall command the blessing upon thee in thy storehouses, and in all that thou settest thine hand unto; and he shall bless thee in the land which the Lord thy God giveth thee. [9] The Lord shall establish thee an holy people unto himself, as he hath sworn unto thee, if thou shalt keep the commandments of the Lord thy God, and walk in his ways. [10] And all people of the earth shall see that thou art called by the name of the Lord; and they shall be afraid of thee. [11] And the Lord shall make thee plenteous in goods, in the fruit of thy body, and in the fruit of thy cattle, and in the fruit of thy ground, in the land which the Lord sware unto thy fathers to give thee. [12] The Lord shall open unto thee his good treasure, the heaven to give the rain unto thy land in his season, and to bless all the work of thine hand: and thou shalt lend unto many nations, and thou shalt not borrow. [13] And the Lord shall make thee the head, and not the tail; and thou shalt be above only, and thou shalt not be beneath; if that thou hearken unto the commandments of the Lord thy God, which I command thee this day, to observe and to do them: [14] And thou shalt not go aside from any of the words which I command thee this day, to the right hand, or to the left, to go after other gods to serve them.” 
 
            These verses give us a listing of some of the blessings God desires to bring into homes, our relationships, our finances, our health, our influence, and more. God truly does want to bless us – abundantly!  How extraordinary!  How wonderful!

 
            There is a condition attached to these blessings. It is found four times in the verses above. That condition is “if”- if thou shalt hearken diligently unto the voice of the Lord thy God, to observe and to do all his commandments.” (See verses 1, 2, 9, and 14). The path of blessing is always the path of obedience to what God says. 
 
            Now before you begin to groan, it is important to realize that according to 1 John 5:3, God’s commandments are not grievous or burdensome! They are a blessing to us! God does not give us His commandments to make our lives miserable. In His infinite wisdom and unfailing love He knows what is best for our lives. He has given us His Word whereby we can know how to stay on the path of His blessings. His Word is the compass that keeps us on that path. 
 
            When we refuse to follow the principles God has shown in His Word, we remove ourselves from the position where blessings are bestowed. When we rebel and insist on doing things our own way, we step out from underneath the “umbrella” of God’s care and blessings, and make ourselves vulnerable to Satan’s stormy attacks. 
 
            But, when we align our lives with the principles found in the Bible we place ourselves in a position to receive all of the blessings God eagerly desires to bestow upon us. Again, the path of blessing is always found on the path of obedience to God’s Word, will, and principles.
 
            Turn your life over to God’s control, and look to Him as your sole Source. 
 
            Having said this, we need to understand one of the unalterable spiritual principles, or “laws,” God has put into practice. It is the Law of Sowing and Reaping. This principle simply states that whatever is sown is what will be reaped. It is this law which is the subject of the next chapter.
 
 
APPLICATION:
What God is Saying to Me
and

What I am Going to Do About It.
 
James 1:22 – “But be ye doers of the Word, and not hearers only,deceiving your own selves.”
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________


Chapter Two

The Law of Sowing and Reaping

Part Two - Sowing Your Seed

 
            Genesis 8:22 says, “While the earth remaineth, seedtime and harvest, and cold and heat, and summer and winter, and day and night shall not cease.” While this earth remains, the law of sowing and reaping will be in effect. Until the end of time this unalterable principle will continue to function. 
 
                  Just as the law of gravity means that whatever is dropped will always fall, so the Law of Sowing and Reaping means that whatever we “sow” will always be what we “reap” in life. God set this principle in place, and He expects it to operate as He intended. It is the key to your walking in the miraculous. It is the key to your having abundance. It is the key to your having your needs met. The Law of Sowing and Reaping was set up by God to benefit YOU!

 

                  Consider with me what the Word of God says about this important law:

 
Principles Concerning 

The Law of Sowing and Reaping
 

                  Galatians 6:7-10 – “Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap. [8] For he that soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption; but he that soweth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting. [9] And let us not be weary in well doing: for in due season we shall reap, if we faint not. [10] As we have therefore opportunity, let us do good unto all men, especially unto them who are of the household of faith.”
 
                  2 Corinthians 9:6-12 – “But this I say, He which soweth sparingly shall reap also sparingly; and he which soweth bountifully shall reap also bountifully. [7] Every man according as he purposeth in his heart, so let him give; not grudgingly, or of necessity: for God loveth a cheerful giver. [8] And God is able to make all grace abound toward you; that ye, always having all sufficiency in all things, may abound to every good work: [9] (As it is written, He hath dispersed abroad; he hath given to the poor: his righteousness remaineth for ever. [10] Now he that ministereth seed to the sower both minister bread for your food, and multiply your seed sown, and increase the fruits of your righteousness;) [11] Being enriched in every thing to all bountifulness, which causeth through us thanksgiving to God. [12] For the administration of this service not only supplieth the want of the saints, but is abundant also by many thanksgivings unto God.”
 
                  Luke 6:38 – “Give, and it shall be given unto you; good measure, pressed down, and shaken together, and running over, shall men give into your bosom. For with the same measure that ye mete withal it shall be measured to you again.” 
 
              These three passages give us some important principles concerning the Law of Sowing and Reaping.
 
            First, it is obvious that whatever you sow is what you will reap. If you plant wheat, you won’t get corn. You will get wheat. This principle holds true in every arena of life. It holds true in your relationships. For instance, notice what Proverbs 29:24 says: “A man that hath friends must shew himself friendly.” The principle of sowing and reaping works in the area of your health. Sowing bad seed in your diet or drinking will result in the fruit of illness. And, as we will see, sowing financial seed will result in a financial harvest.
 
            Notice from the above verses, second, that the measure in which we sow will determine the measure in which we reap. Matthew 7:2 says, “with what measure ye mete, it shall be measured to you again.” If you use a teaspoon to give, you will receive by teaspoons. If you give by the dump truck load that is the measure that will be used to give back to you. Every farmer knows that if he plants very little seed, he will reap a small crop. The more seed he sows, the more of a harvest he can expect. This is just common sense!
 
            Third, we are admonished to always do good to others, especially to other believers. God promises that by doing so, we position ourselves to be on the receiving end when we have a need.
 
            Fourth, God promises that if we will sow good seed, He will always see that we have sufficient seed to not only meet our needs but will multiply our seed sown to continue to see that ours and other’s needs are met!
 
            Finally, God promises an abundant and bountiful return on the seed we sow! Notice again Luke 6:38: “Give, and it shall be given unto you; good measure, pressed down, and shaken together, and running over, shall men give into your bosom. For with the same measure that ye mete withal it shall be measured to you again.” But again, we cannot expect this “good measure, pressed down, and shaken together” kind of return if we have not first given! 
Sowing in the Area of Your Finances
 
            As we have already indicated, the Law of Sowing and Reaping applies to every area of your life. This includes the area of your money. The promises in the Scriptures above are just as valid when it comes to your financial needs as they are in any other arena of your existence.
 
            There are three ways in which we can sow financial seed. By sowing in each of these ways, we are positioning ourselves to receive an abundant financial harvest.
 
            1) We sow seed when we tithe. Malachi 3:8-11 speaks of this:
 
            “Will a man rob God? Yet ye have robbed me. But ye say, Wherein have we robbed thee? In tithes and offerings. [9] Ye are cursed with a curse: for ye have robbed me, even this whole nation. [10] Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse, that there may be meat in mine house, and prove me now herewith, saith the Lord of hosts, if I will not open you the windows of heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that there shall not be room enough to receive it. [11] And I will rebuke the devourer for your sakes, and he shall not destroy the fruits of your ground; neither shall your vine cast her fruit before the time in the field, saith the Lord of host.” 
 
            Everything we have comes from God. Everything. God then asks of us that we give back to him ten percent. This is the tithe. When we do so, we are expressing an act of obedience, an act of faith, and an act of worship.
 
            Furthermore, we are positioning ourselves to receive a blessing! Remember, God put the Law of Sowing and Reaping in place. It is through this means that He meets your every need. So, when He asks of us the tithe, He is asking us to put this law into motion in our financial lives – so that our needs can be met! 
 
            God said that three outcomes will occur if we will be obedient to Him in this area: a) There will be “food” (meeting of needs) in His house, b) The windows of Heaven will be opened and an overwhelming blessing will be ours, and c) He will rebuke the devourer. More will come in, and less will be wasted or devoured.
 
            But, if we do not obey Him in the tithe, the opposite effects are incurred: a) The needs of God’s house (the church) will not be met, b) the windows of blessing will be closed, and c) the door to the devourer will be opened.
 

            It always makes sense to tithe! God promises that the 90 percent you keep will be more blessed, and will go further, than if we keep the entire 100 percent.
 

            2) We sow seed when we give offerings. Tithing is the first ten percent. Offerings are what we give beyond that. One minister I heard put it well when he said, “We release the tithe; we give the offering.” By releasing, he meant that instead of grasping that which belongs to God (10 percent) we let go of it and do with it what God intended. Giving an offering is something we do beyond the tithe. 
            Again, God promises that if we will give, He will abundantly bless! Permit me to quote Luke 6:38 again: “Give, and it shall be given unto you; good measure, pressed down, and shaken together, and running over, shall men give into your bosom….” 
 
            The Law of Sowing and Reaping works! If you want a financial harvest, you must sow a financial seed! It begins with the tithe. It continues with the giving of offerings. But there is a third area in which we can sow financial seed.
  
            3) We sow seed when we give alms. Giving alms simply means we help those who are poor or needy. The Bible speaks of this in many places. Here are some examples:
 
            Proverbs 21:13 – “Whoso stoppeth his ears at the cry of the poor, he also shall cry himself, but shall not be heard.” 
 
            Proverbs 22:9 - “He that hath a bountiful eye shall be blessed; for he giveth of his bread to the poor.” 
 
            Proverbs 22:27 - “He that giveth unto the poor shall not lack: but he that hideth his eyes shall have many a curse.”
 
            Proverbs 19:17 – “He that hath pity upon the poor lendeth unto the Lord; and that which he hath given will he pay him again.” How wonderful! When we give to the poor, God considers it a loan to Himself, and He always repays! 
 
            Jesus Himself states that when we help the needy, He considers it as if it had been done unto Himself:
 
            Matthew 25:35-40 - “For I was an hungred, and ye gave me meat: I was thirsty, and ye gave me drink: I was a stranger, and ye took me in: [36] Naked, and ye clothed me: I was sick, and ye visited me: I was in prison, and ye came unto me. [37] Then shall the righteous answer him, saying, Lord, when saw we thee an hungred, and fed thee? or thirsty, and gave thee drink? [38] When saw we thee a stranger, and took thee in? or naked, and clothed thee? [39] Or when saw we thee sick, or in prison, and came unto thee? [40] And the King shall answer and say unto them, Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto me.” 
Three Scriptural Examples
 
            There are at least three places in the Scriptures where someone followed the Law of Sowing and Reaping and received an abundant return.
 
            1) A widow gave what she had. 
 
            1 Kings 17:8-16 - “And the word of the Lord came unto him, saying, [9] Arise, get thee to Zarephath, which belongeth to Zidon, and dwell there: behold, I have commanded a widow woman there to sustain thee. [10] So he arose and went to Zarephath. And when he came to the gate of the city, behold, the widow woman was there gathering of sticks: and he called to her, and said, Fetch me, I pray thee, a little water in a vessel, that I may drink. [11] And as she was going to fetch it, he called to her, and said, Bring me, I pray thee, a morsel of bread in thine hand. [12] And she said, As the Lord thy God liveth, I have not a cake, but an handful of meal in a barrel, and a little oil in a cruse: and, behold, I am gathering two sticks, that I may go in and dress it for me and my son, that we may eat it, and die. [13] And Elijah said unto her, Fear not; go and do as thou hast said: but make me thereof a little cake first, and bring it unto me, and after make for thee and for thy son. [14] For thus saith the Lord God of Israel, The barrel of meal shall not waste, neither shall the cruse of oil fail, until the day that the Lord sendeth rain upon the earth. [15] And she went and did according to the saying of Elijah: and she, and he, and her house, did eat many days. [16] And the barrel of meal wasted not, neither did the cruse of oil fail, according to the word of the Lord, which he spake by Elijah.” 
 
            Because she was obedient to the Word of the Lord, and gave, God multiplied that seed sown and met her needs for a long time afterward.
 
            What would have happened if she had not obeyed? What if The meal and oil would have been depleted, and she would have soon died. 
 
            There is an important principle here that I want to quickly mention. Don’t devour the seed! I heard a story once about a water pump in the middle of the desert. Some of you may remember those old pumps. You had to pour some water into them, and pump the handle, in order for the water to begin to flow. This was called “priming the pump.” 
            By this desert pump was a bottle of water with a note attached. The note read, “Use this water to prime the pump, and you will have all the cool water you need. Please refill the bottle when you are finished.” The water in the bottle was hot and stale, but it was essential to cause the pump to function properly. When the water was used to prime the pump, though, the pump brought forth cold, clear, refreshing water from deep in the earth.
            One day a foolish man came upon the pump and the bottle of water. He was dreadfully thirsty, and disregarded the note. Instead, he drank the hot water out of the bottle. What a fool! He could have all the cold, refreshing water he could ever want, if he had only followed instructions. Furthermore, he kept anyone who came there after him from receiving benefit from the pump. 
            I repeat, don’t devour the seed! Your financial seed is the tithe, followed by offerings and alms. These are the “seed” God has given you to sow that your needs would be met! When you devour this financial seed yourself, you are making a huge mistake.
            2) A boy gave what he had. 
            In John there is a story about a boy who gave his lunch to Jesus and received back a huge dividend.
            John 6:5-13 - “When Jesus then lifted up his eyes, and saw a great company come unto him, he saith unto Philip, Whence shall we buy bread, that these may eat? [6] And this he said to prove him: for he himself knew what he would do. [7] Philip answered him, Two hundred pennyworth of bread is not sufficient for them, that every one of them may take a little. [8] One of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter's brother, saith unto him, [9] There is a lad here, which hath five barley loaves, and two small fishes: but what are they among so many? [10] And Jesus said, Make the men sit down. Now there was much grass in the place. So the men sat down, in number about five thousand. [11] And Jesus took the loaves; and when he had given thanks, he distributed to the disciples, and the disciples to them that were set down; and likewise of the fishes as much as they would. [12] When they were filled, he said unto his disciples, Gather up the fragments that remain, that nothing be lost. [13] Therefore they gathered them together, and filled twelve baskets with the fragments of the five barley loaves, which remained over and above unto them that had eaten.” 
             Why did Jesus stress that they take up all the fragments that remained? What did He do with it? I firmly believe that He gave all of that back to the boy who had donated his lunch! The Law of Sowing and Reaping always works!
            3) Peter gave what he had. 
            In Luke 5:1-11 is the story of Jesus borrowing Peter’s boat:
            “And it came to pass, that, as the people pressed upon him to hear the word of God, he stood by the lake of Gennesaret, [2] And saw two ships standing by the lake: but the fishermen were gone out of them, and were washing their nets. [3] And he entered into one of the ships, which was Simon's, and prayed him that he would thrust out a little from the land. And he sat down, and taught the people out of the ship. [4] Now when he had left speaking, he said unto Simon, Launch out into the deep, and let down your nets for a draught. [5] And Simon answering said unto him, Master, we have toiled all the night, and have taken nothing: nevertheless at thy word I will let down the net. [6] And when they had this done, they inclosed a great multitude of fishes: and their net brake. [7] And they beckoned unto their partners, which were in the other ship, that they should come and help them. And they came, and filled both the ships, so that they began to sink. [8] When Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus' knees, saying, Depart from me; for I am a sinful man, O Lord. [9] For he was astonished, and all that were with him, at the draught of the fishes which they had taken: [10] And so was also James, and John, the sons of Zebedee, which were partners with Simon. And Jesus said unto Simon, Fear not; from henceforth thou shalt catch men. [11] And when they had brought their ships to land, they forsook all, and followed him.” 
            Peter gave Jesus what he had – the use of his boat. Unknowingly, he had sowed a seed. When Jesus was through with the boat, he told Peter in verse 4 to go fishing again, and to put down the nets (plural). Peter was reluctant, but at least he was obedient – to a certain extent. Peter launched out and let down the net (singular). The net was filled with an abundance of fish. Peter had sown a seed and was reaping the harvest. I have always wondered what the blessing would have been if Peter had put down the nets (plural) like Jesus told him to do! What would happen if we would do as Jesus instructs and started sowing the kind of financial seed He instructs us to sow? We, too, would be blessed abundantly.
Additional Thoughts About
The Law of Sowing and Reaping
            Following are some additional miscellaneous thoughts concerning the subject of sowing and reaping.
            1) You cannot reap if you have not sown. This is fairly obvious from the material we have already covered. Nonetheless it is worth emphasizing once again. Do you have a need, financial or otherwise? Sow a seed! You cannot reap if you have not sown.
 
            2) You are reaping today what you sowed yesterday. You will reap tomorrow what you are sowing today. 
            3) Sow seed that represents your need. If your need is finances, sow a financial seed. If it is a relationship need, sow a relationship seed.
            4) Give God your best seed, and give it first. When the Israelites were instructed in giving, they were told that the gift they brought had to be without blemish or spot. It had to be their best. And, they were to give God the firstfruits; i.e., they were to give to God first. It is important for us to know that we do not give God what is left over after we have taken care of other obligations, needs, and wants. Instead, we give to God first, and we give Him our best. This is a gesture of trust, indicating we believe God is going to take care of all of our needs.
            5) Give out of your need, not out of your abundance. The Corinthians in the passage we saw earlier (2 Corinthians 9) were giving out of their need. They were needy themselves; yet, they chose to give anyway. Paul told them that because they had sowed this kind of seed, there would be a magnificent harvest: 
            “[8] God is able to make all grace abound toward you; that ye, always having all sufficiency in all things, may abound to every good work: [9] (As it is written, He hath dispersed abroad; he hath given to the poor: his righteousness remaineth for ever. [10] Now he that ministereth seed to the sower both minister bread for your food, and multiply your seed sown, and increase the fruits of your righteousness;) [11] Being enriched in every thing to all bountifulness, which causeth through us thanksgiving to God. [12] For the administration of this service not only supplieth the want of the saints, but is abundant also by many thanksgivings unto God.”
            6) You always have something you can give. Do you have a need? God will always give you a seed of some kind to give! Remember, don’t devour the seed! Sow it! Sow a kind deed. Sow a smile. Sow a sympathetic ear and shoulder. Sow some of your time. There is always something you can give! 
            7) Sow generously. Remember what we said earlier: The measure you use to give is the measure that will be used in return to you! Remember the words of Luke 6:38b: “…For with the same measure that ye mete withal it shall be measured to you again.” 
            Also note Proverbs 11:24-25 - “There is that scattereth, and yet increaseth; and there is that withholdeth more than is meet, but it tendeth to poverty. [25] The liberal soul shall be made fat: and he that watereth shall be watered also himself.” 
              8) Sow with a good attitude! 2 Corinthians 9:7 states that “God loveth a cheerful giver!” 
            And, Deuteronomy 15:10 says, “….Thine heart shall not be grieved when thou givest unto him: because that for this thing the Lord thy God shall bless thee in all thy works, and in all that thou puttest thine hand unto.” 
            How can we give cheerfully? How can we give and it not be a grievous thing? It is possible because we know what God has promised – that whatever we sow, that shall we reap! Yes, this is a warning not to sow “bad” seed in our lives. But, it is also a promise that sowing good seed guarantees a good harvest!
            Remember: You cannot out-give God!
            Start sowing good seed today!

APPLICATION:
 
What God is Saying to Me
and

What I am Going to Do About It.
 
James 1:22 – “But be ye doers of the Word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves.”
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Chapter Three

The Law of Sowing and Reaping

Part Three - Flowing in Your Harvest


We have seen that we must first understand that God alone is our Source. Second, we have seen that the way God opens the doors for our blessing is through the Law of Sowing and Reaping. That brings us, then, to the subject of flowing in your harvest.

There is a difference between being rich and being prosperous. Being rich is when we hoard those things which come our way, like money. We store it up instead of re-sowing it.
               Being prosperous is when we allow the law of sowing and reaping to flow through us that we might help needy situations. Do you know what the purpose of money is? It is to meet needs! Money’s only purpose is to meet God’s needs, other’s needs, and your needs! Money is intended to help needy situations! 
              God doesn’t bring financial blessing into your life just so you can hoard it! He brings it so that it can be used to help! 
              Notice the following Scriptures:
 
              Ephesians 4:28 - “Let him that stole steal no more: but rather let him labour, working with his hands the thing which is good, that he may have to give to him that needeth.” 
 
  
2 Corinthians 9:10-12 - “Now he that ministereth seed to the sower both minister bread for your food, and multiply your seed sown, and increase the fruits of your righteousness;) [11] Being enriched in every thing to all bountifulness, which causeth through us thanksgiving to God. [12] For the administration of this service not only supplieth the want of the saints, but is abundant also by many thanksgivings unto God.” 
              God gives you money to meet needs! 
              The reason we sow is to reap a harvest. The purpose of the harvest is to meet needs. 
                    One reason why the rich man who built bigger barns in Luke 11 was called a fool was because he was hoarding instead of sowing and reaping and using his resources to help and meet needs.
                    God says in Hebrews 6:14 says, “Surely blessing I will bless thee, and multiplying I will multiply thee.” God blesses that we might be a blessing to others. He multiplies what we give by giving us a greater harvest, that we might be a greater blessing, and so forth! The potential is astounding, if we would only buy into the Law of Sowing and Reaping!


God wants us to understand that your money is to flow through you! Now, I am not talking about being careless with your money, or about being wasteful. But, it is true that your money is given to serve the purpose of meeting needs.


Furthermore, you must realize that you must keep the principle of sowing and reaping flowing. Your giving activates the Law of Sowing and Reaping and makes possible the continued meeting of yours and others’ needs. As you receive, you sow seed again, and therefore reap again. Continual giving means continual reaping. 


On a trip to the Philippines I observed that everyone ate rice – three times a day, every day! I asked the pastor I was with how they managed to grow that much rice to feed that many people. He told me that they were able to sow and reap a harvest four times a year! They would sow, they would later reap, and then they would do it all over again, sowing and reap-ing continually. If they had stopped sowing, or devoured all their seed, they would have no harvest. It is a good example for us, too. Keep on sowing – continually. Keep on reaping the blessings!

 
Whenever you receive financial resources, ask God what He wants you to do with it. The tithe is a given. This meets the needs of the local church, as it seeks to do God’s work. We tithe in obedience to God. Offerings and alms are beyond the tithe. What remains is to be used to meet needs. Let it be emphasized again that the tithe and offerings are given first and you are to give your best. 


If you want to continue to see God’s, other’s, and your own needs met you must continue to walk obediently in the Law of Sowing and Reaping. This should become a lifestyle for you. Every day you should sow some kind of seed, whether it be financial, relational, physical, etc. Continual sowing of seed results in the continual reaping of a blessed harvest! 


Additionally, when you give, you should not do so with the attitude that you are losing something, that you are coming out behind. Instead, you must realize that you are coming out ahead and are positioning yourself to receive blessings! 

Sowing and Reaping with Expectancy
 
                    Some final thoughts concerning the Law of Sowing and Reaping: When you enter into the Law of Sowing and Reaping, do so with expectancy! Giving puts you in a position to reap a harvest of blessing!

 


Mark 4:26-29 - “And he said, So is the kingdom of God, as if a man should cast seed into the ground; [27] And should sleep, and rise night and day, and the seed should spring and grow up, he knoweth not how. [28] For the earth bringeth forth fruit of herself; first the blade, then the ear, after that the full corn in the ear. [29] But when the fruit is brought forth, immediately he putteth in the sickle, because the harvest is come.” 


In the above verses the farmer rises night and day to check on what he has sown. Why? Because he expects a harvest! It is only natural that he do so. And, it is only natural that we, too, should expect a harvest when we sow a seed, regardless of the kind of seed we sow.

 


Remember that God chooses to meet our needs through the Law of Sowing and Reaping! Therefore, it is only natural that when we give that we would do so with expectancy – expecting God to honor His Word and to honor the very Law of Sowing and Reaping that He Himself put into place! God will multiply the seed if you will only sow it!

Conclusion


God wants to bless you! He wants to do good in your life! And, God has given to us His very own blueprint for success – The Law of Sowing and Reaping! He Himself has set up the plan for the meeting of your needs! In order for your needs to be met, you must:


1) Know that God is your Source. He has unlimited resources, and His way is the best way.

 


2) Sow good seed. Sow your best seed. Sow it first.

 


3) Flow in the harvest! Expect God to bless and multiply your seed, and then use that which He gives to meet needs, continuing to sow seed!

A Prayer
 
                    Here is a prayer I suggest you bring before the Lord. Pray it sincerely.

 

              “Dear Heavenly Father, I acknowledge you as the Source of everything that I need. You have promised that you would meet all of my needs according to your riches in glory in Christ Jesus. 
              And, I understand that you have put into place the universal and unfailing Law of Sowing and Reaping. As an act of faith and obedience I now commit to sowing the following seed (name your seed) so that I can reap a harvest to meet my need (name your need). 

              Because You are faithful, because You love me, because You are good, because the Law of Sowing and Reaping is Your plan for my life, I now expect a harvest for the seed I have sown. I thank you that it is mine!
              In Jesus’ name, Amen.”
APPLICATION:
 
What God is Saying to Me
and

What I am Going to Do About It.
 
James 1:22 – “But be ye doers of the Word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves.”
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Chapter Four

20 Common Sense Money Principles as Taught in Proverbs, Part One


As has already been stated, like any good father, our Heavenly Father has a great desire to see His children happy, healthy, and prosperous. And, He doesn’t want us to remain ignorant about the process of bringing this about in our lives. He has given us very specific principles that, if followed, will cause us to walk in the blessings He has for us. These principles are found in His Word, the Bible.


In the Bible is a book known as Proverbs. It is one of the most practical books on successful living to be found. It is full of God’s great wisdom and common sense. Three out of every four chapters contain practical common sense advice concerning the issue of our money. It is the purpose of this booklet to give an overview of the 20 principles found in the book of Proverbs concerning your finances. 


We are going to divide the financial principles as found in Proverbs into two categories of ten principles each. Part One will deal with 10 “don’ts” concerning your financial affairs, and Part Two will deal with 10 things we should “do”. 

If we will follow the “common sense” found in God’s Word concerning our finances, we will be blessed!
 

 
Ten Things to Avoid in Your Money Matters
Principle 1: Don’t Put Prosperity on a Pedestal.
 
In many of my overseas travels I have discovered that there has been a disproportionate amount of teaching on the subject of prosperity without any emphasis on other, often weightier spiritual matters.  It is easy to allow the subject of our finances to become an all-consuming focus of our attention and energies. It is important that we do not put too much emphasis on the subject of our finances. In putting our money in its proper place in our lives, it is important that we remember several things:
 
a. Wisdom and Understanding are better than gold, silver, and rubies.
 
Proverbs 3:13-15 – “Happy is the man that findeth wisdom, and the man that getteth understanding. For the merchandise of it is better than the merchandise of silver, and the gain thereof than fine gold. She is more precious than rubies: and all the things thou canst desire are not to be compared unto her.”
 
Proverbs 8:11 – “For wisdom is better than rubies; and all the things that may be desired are not to be compared to it.”
 
Proverbs 8:18-21 – “Riches and honour are with me; yea, durable riches and righteousness. My fruit is better than gold, yea, than fine gold; and my revenue than choice silver. I lead in the way of righteousness, in the midst of the paths of judgment: That I may cause those that love me to inherit substance; and I will fill their treasures.”
 

b. Integrity with poverty is better than foolishness with wealth.
 
Proverbs 15:16 – “Better is little with the fear of the LORD than great treasure and trouble therewith.”

 
Proverbs 19:1 – “Better is the poor that walketh in his integrity, than he that is perverse in his lips, and is a fool.”
 
Proverbs 19:22 – “The desire of a man is his kindness: and a poor man is better than a liar.”
 
Proverbs 22:1 – “A good name is rather to be chosen than great riches, and loving favour rather than silver and gold.”
 
Proverbs 28:6 – “Better is the poor that walketh in his uprightness, than he that is perverse in his ways, though he be rich.”
 
c. Love with poverty is better than hate with wealth.
 
Proverbs 15:17 – “Better is a dinner of herbs where love is, than a stalled ox and hatred therewith.”
 
d. God’s standard of measuring “richness” is better than ours.
 
Proverbs 13:7 – “There is that maketh himself rich, yet hath nothing: there is that maketh himself poor, yet hath great riches.”
 
e. Heaven’s riches are better than earth’s riches..
 
            Obviously most of us who are Christians know these things in their head, but do our lives reflect this? Do these principles translate into actual practice? We must be careful not to put money and prosperity concerns on too high a pedestal. We must remember that there are many things in life much better and much more important than mere money!
 
Principle 2: Don’t Put Your Trust in Your Possessions; Trust Instead in God.
 
It is easy to seek to find our source of security in money. However, our true Source of security is God! Notice the promises found in the following Scriptures:
 
Proverbs 8:21 – “That I may cause those that love me to inherit substance; and I will fill their treasures.”
 
Proverbs 10:3 – “The LORD will not suffer the soul of the righteous to famish: but he casteth away the substance of the wicked.”
 
Proverbs 10:22 – “The blessing of the LORD, it maketh rich, and he addeth no sorrow with it.”
 
Proverbs 11:28 – “He that trusteth in his riches shall fall: but the righteous shall flourish as a branch.”
 
Proverbs 13:25 – “The righteous eateth to the satisfying of his soul: but the belly of the wicked shall want.”
 
Proverbs 22:4 – “By humility and the fear of the LORD are riches, and honour, and life.”
 

Proverbs 24:3-4 – “Through wisdom is an house builded; and by understanding it is establlished: And by knowledge shall the chambers be filled with all precious and pleasant riches.”

 
Proverbs 28:25 – “He that is of a proud heart stirreth up strife: but he that putteth his trust in the LORD shall be made fat.”
 
Principle 3: Don’t Expect Your Money to Help You on Judgment Day.
 
You cannot buy your way into God’s favor, either with money or by “good performance” on earth. The righteousness given imputed to us by Jesus Christ is our only way into Heaven!
 
Proverbs 11:4 – “Riches profit not in the day of wrath: but righteousness delivereth from death.”
 
Principle 4: Don’t Think That Having Money Makes You Wise.
 
People of considerable worldly possessions often take great pride in what they have, and in what they have accomplished. However, the Bible indicates that when a fool becomes prosperous, that very prosperity will destroy him. When a fool has financial means to do what his fleshly indulgences dictate, he will often get himself into great trouble.
 
Proverbs 1:32 – “For the turning away of the simple shall slay them, and the prosperity of fools shall destroy them.”
 
            Three things can happen to the fool with money: 
 
a. He becomes enslaved to his material possessions. They end up ruling over him rather than vice versa.
 
b. He becomes alienated from the eternal things of life, because his focus is to wrapped up in the temporal things.
 
c. His access to money gives him access to troublesome situations. A fool who has money will fall into all kinds of traps!
 
Principle 5: Don’t Forget: Sooner or Later a Sinful Life Will Lead to Poverty.
Proverbs 13:18 – “Poverty and shame shall be to him that refuseth instruction: but he that regardeth reproof shall be honoured.”
Proverbs 13:22b – “…the wealth of the sinner is laid up for the just.”
Proverbs 14:11 – “The house of the wicked shall be overthrown: but the tabernacle of the upright shall flourish.”
Proverbs 15:6 – “In the house of the righteous is much treasure: but in the revenues of the wicked is trouble.”
Proverbs 15:25 – “The LORD will destroy the house of the proud: but he will establish the border of the widow.”
Proverbs 28:13 – “He that covereth his sins shall not prosper: but whoso confesseth and forsaketh them shall have mercy.”
            If you’ve been wondering why nothing seems to be going right in your life financially, perhaps you need to do a spiritual inventory and see if there are any sins that need to be confessed.
Principle 6: Don’t Make the Pursuit of Pleasure Your Primary Objective in Life.
Proverbs 21:17 – “He that loveth pleasure shall be a poor man: he that loveth wine and oil shall not be rich.”
 

Proverbs 23:20-21 – “Be not among winebibbers; among riotous eaters of flesh: For the drunkard and the glutton shall come to poverty: and drowsiness shall clothe a man with rags.”
 
            Two things will happen when the pursuit of pleasure becomes our primary objective in life:
 
a. Our focus is removed from the Lord (and to pleasing Him), to ourselves (and to pleasing ourselves).
 
b. The flesh, which has an insatiable appetite, will consume everything we have.  Like a fire, the appetites of our flesh never reach the point where they say, “That’s enough; no more!”
 
Principle 7: Don’t Seek to Gain Wealth by Questionable or Unethical Means.
Proverbs 10:2 – “Treasures of wickedness profit nothing: but righteousness delivereth from death.”
Proverbs 13:11 – “Wealth gotten by vanity shall be diminished: but he that gathereth by labour shall increase.”
Proverbs 21:6 – “The getting of treasures by a lying tongue is a vanity tossed to and fro of them that seek death.”
Proverbs 28:8 – “He that by usury and unjust gain increaseth his substance, he shall gather it for him that will pity the poor.”
            Trying to gain wealth by any means other than God’s way will always, ultimately, lead to trouble. It is far better to approach the accumulation of wealth God’s way, not ours! It is important that we also realize also the following:
 
Principle 8: Don’t Pursue Get-Rich-Quick Schemes; They Are Counter-Productive.
Proverbs 21:5 – “The thoughts of the diligent tend only to plenteousness; but of every one that is hasty only to want.”
Proverbs 28:20, 22 - “A faithful man shall abound with blessings: but he that maketh haste to be rich shall not be innocent. He that hasteth to be rich hath an evil eye, and considereth not that poverty shall come upon him.”
            Get-Rich-Quick schemes most often are, in reality, Get-Poor-Quick schemes! 
 
Principle 9: Don’t Compromise Your Convictions for Personal Gain.
Proverbs 15:27 – “He that is greedy of gain troubleth his own house; but he that hateth gifts shall live.”
            Greed will always lead to trouble. When the attainment of personal gain and pleasure becomes more important to us than our own integrity and righteousness before God and men, we are very apt to become open-minded to bribes and compromises.
            Remember: If we trade our integrity for personal financial gain, we have made a poor trade. Our integrity is of much greater value than any personal monetary gain we attain!
 
Principle 10: Don’t Become Enslaved to Debt.
Proverbs 22:7 – “The rich ruleth over the poor, and the borrower is servant to the lender.”
            Today many foolishly use easy credit, which often causes great hardship. Debt can be a very heavy burden to carry, a very hard taskmaster. Better to chose a lower standard of living, and be debt-free, than to go into debt to finance a lifestyle beyond one’s means. The feeling of great freedom which comes from not being burdened with debt far exceeds any pleasure that can be derived from attaining additional possessions! 
 

APPLICATION:
 
What God is Saying to Me
and

What I am Going to Do About It.
 
James 1:22 – “But be ye doers of the Word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves.”
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Chapter Five

20 Common Sense Money Principles as Taught in Proverbs, Part Two

Ten Things to Do When it Comes to Your Money

 

Having discussed ten things we ought to avoid concerning money matters, let us now consider the next ten principles found in the book of Proverbs.  These deal with things we should embrace concerning our money.

Principle 11: Honor God with Your First-Fruits.
Proverbs 3:9-10 – “Honour the LORD with thy substance, and with the firstfruits of all thine increase: So shall thy barns be filled with plenty, and thy presses shall burst out with new wine.”

Giving God the first-fruits (your tithes – 10 percent, and your offerings) is a three-fold act:


a) It is an act of faith. We are demonstrating our trust that God is our Source for security in material matters, not our wealth. 


b) It is an act of obedience. God has indicated that we are to do as He says in ALL of our financial affairs. It begins with the tithe, and then with our offerings.


c) It is an act of worship. It honors God when we demonstrate our faith and love to him by giving cheerfully and worshipfully.
God promises us that if we will give Him the first-fruits, then He will cause us to prosper financially and otherwise!
 
Principle 12: God Uses Wealth to Accomplish His Purposes in This World.
Proverbs 18:16 – “A man's gift maketh room for him, and bringeth him before great men.”
Proverbs 19:4,6 – “Wealth maketh many friends; but the poor is separated from his neighbour. Many will intreat the favour of the prince: and every man is a friend to him that giveth gifts.”
            The world is not impressed with a poor Christian. Why would they listen to someone whose religion hasn’t enough strength to give them what they think they want most?             Furthermore, God uses money to accomplish His task of spreading the Gospel of His Kingdom around the world! Money isn’t evil! In the hands of a good steward, and used in God’s work, money can accomplish great good in meeting man’s physical and spiritual needs!
 
Principle 13: In Order to Get We Must Give.
Proverbs 11:24-25 – “There is that scattereth, and yet increaseth; and there is that withholdeth more than is meet, but it tendeth to poverty. The liberal soul shall be made fat: and he that watereth shall be watered also himself.”
            Recall from our former chapters “The Law of Sowing and Reaping?” It applies in every area of life. For instance, if a farmer wants to harvest a great crop, he must sow a lot of seed. If we want a great financial harvest, we must sow seed into God’s work. 
            This one principle probably goes against the grain of the world’s way of thinking more than any of these others! Yet, the Bible says that if we will trust Him, and give, then He will cause our own needs to be met! God’s way DOES WORK!
 
Principle 14: Remember the Poor.
The book of Proverbs has a great deal to say about the need for us to remember to help the less fortunate:
Proverbs 14:21b – “…he that hath mercy on the poor, happy is he.”
Proverbs 14:31 – “He that oppresseth the poor reproacheth his Maker: but he that honoureth him hath mercy on the poor.”
Proverbs 17:5 – “Whoso mocketh the poor reproacheth his Maker: and he that is glad at calamities shall not be unpunished.”
Proverbs 19:17 – “He that hath pity upon the poor lendeth unto the LORD; and that which he hath given will he pay him again.”
            God considers our giving to the poor as a loan to Himself! And, God promises that He will repay us! Isn’t this a wonderful promise!
Proverbs 21:13 – “Whoso stoppeth his ears at the cry of the poor, he also shall cry himself, but shall not be heard.”
Proverbs 22:9 – “He that hath a bountiful eye shall be blessed; for he giveth of his bread to the poor.”
Proverbs 22:16 – “He that oppresseth the poor to increase his riches, and he that giveth to the rich, shall surely come to want.”
Proverbs 28:27 – “He that giveth unto the poor shall not lack: but he that hideth his eyes shall have many a curse.”
            Obviously this matter is of great importance to God, considering the amount of attention He gives to this subject in the book of Proverbs! 
 
Principle 15: It is Better to Save Than to Spend.
Proverbs 21:20 – “There is treasure to be desired and oil in the dwelling of the wise; but a foolish man spendeth it up.”
There’s an old adage that says, “A fool and his money are soon parted.” How tempting it can be to indulge our flesh’s cravings and spend money! How easily money slips through our fingers, if we are not careful! It takes great discipline and purposefulness to save instead of spend!
 
Principle 16: Remember the Old Adage: “Waste Not, Want Not.”
Proverbs 12:27 – “The slothful man roasteth not that which he took in hunting: but the substance of a diligent man is precious.”
            The Bible considers wastefulness a sin. A man who doesn’t take good care of the things he possesses is a fool, and his wastefulness will lead to a lack of prosperity in his life.
 
Principle 17: Work Hard; Laziness Leads to Poverty.
 
            Again, this is one of the money matters which is dealt with time and again in the book of Proverbs. The frequency with which this is mentioned should cause us to heed it carefully.
 
Proverbs 6:6-11 – “Go to the ant, thou sluggard; consider her ways, and be wise: Which having no guide, overseer, or ruler, Provideth her meat in the summer, and gathereth her food in the harvest. How long wilt thou sleep, O sluggard? when wilt thou arise out of thy sleep? Yet a little sleep, a little slumber, a little folding of the hands to sleep: So shall thy poverty come as one that travelleth, and thy want as an armed man.”
 
Proverbs 10:4-5 – “He becometh poor that dealeth with a slack hand: but the hand of the diligent maketh rich. He that gathereth in summer is a wise son: but he that sleepeth in harvest is a son that causeth shame.”
 
Proverbs 12:11 – “He that tilleth his land shall be satisfied with bread: but he that followeth vain persons is void of understanding.”
 
Proverbs 13:4 – “The soul of the sluggard desireth, and hath nothing: but the soul of the diligent shall be made fat.”
 
Proverbs 14:23 – “In all labour there is profit: but the talk of the lips tendeth only to penury.” 
(Don’t just “talk” about what you are going to do; get to work and do something!)
 
Proverbs 18:9 – “He also that is slothful in his work is brother to him that is a great waster.”
 
Proverbs 19:15 – “Slothfulness casteth into a deep sleep; and an idle soul shall suffer hunger.”
 
Proverbs 20:13 – “Love not sleep, lest thou come to poverty; open thine eyes, and thou shalt be satisfied with bread.”
 
Proverbs 21:25-26 – “The desire of the slothful killeth him; for his hands refuse to labour. He coveteth greedily all the day long: but the righteous giveth and spareth not.”
 
Proverbs 22:13 – “The slothful man saith, There is a lion without, I shall be slain in the streets.”
             
            (We can always find excuses for not doing what needs to be done!)
 
Proverbs 22:29 – “Seest thou a man diligent in his business? he shall stand before kings; he shall not stand before mean men.”
 
Proverbs 24:30-34 – “I went by the field of the slothful, and by the vineyard of the man void of understanding; And, lo, it was all grown over with thorns, and nettles had covered the face thereof, and the stone wall thereof was broken down. Then I saw, and considered it well: I looked upon it, and received instruction. Yet a little sleep, a little slumber, a little folding of the hands to sleep: So shall thy poverty come as one that travelleth; and thy want as an armed man.”
 
Proverbs 28:19 – “He that tilleth his land shall have plenty of bread: but he that followeth after vain persons shall have poverty enough.”
 
Principle 18: A Good Man Leaves An Inheritance to His Grandchildren.
 
Proverbs 13:22 – “A good man leaveth an inheritance to his children's children: and the wealth of the sinner is laid up for the just.”
 
            The Bible says saving for our children’s and grandchildren’s future is a good thing! 
 
Principle 19: Avoid Co-Signing Notes.
            Here is another one of the principles that is found frequently in the book of Proverbs; we do well to heed it also! “Surety” in the following verses means that we guarantee another person’s debt.
 
Proverbs 6:1-5 – “My son, if thou be surety for thy friend, if thou hast stricken thy hand with a stranger, Thou art snared with the words of thy mouth, thou art taken with the words of thy mouth. Do this now, my son, and deliver thyself, when thou art come into the hand of thy friend; go, humble thyself, and make sure thy friend. Give not sleep to thine eyes, nor slumber to thine eyelids.”
 
Proverbs 11:15 – “He that is surety for a stranger shall smart for it: and he that hateth suretiship is sure.”
 
Proverbs 17:18 – “A man void of understanding striketh hands, and becometh surety in the presence of his friend.”
 
Proverbs 22:26 – “Be not thou one of them that strike hands, or of them that are sureties for debts.”
 
Proverbs 27:13 – “Take his garment that is surety for a stranger, and take a pledge of him for a strange woman.”
 
Principle 20: Show Integrity By Paying Your Bills On Time. Honor Your Financial Obligations.
 
Proverbs 3:27-28 – “Withhold not good from them to whom it is due, when it is in the power of thine hand to do it. Say not unto thy neighbour, Go, and come again, and to morrow I will give; when thou hast it by thee.”

Conclusion
 

God WANTS things to go well in your life – financially, physically, and otherwise! If we will only heed these 20 Common Sense Money Principles, our lives will be much better in every respect! Make the following your prayer and your commitment:
 

“Heavenly Father, please show me which of these, Your principles, I have violated. I confess them to You and ask You to help me to begin today to walk in obedience to them. In my finances and in every other area of my life, I want to be in complete obedience to You, Your Word, and Your Will. 
            I thank You that as I now begin to operate according to Your standards You are now going to begin to bless me in the area of my finances. 
            All I have is Yours, Lord! In Jesus’ name, Amen. So be it.”
 
 

APPLICATION:
 
What God is Saying to Me
and

What I am Going to Do About It.
 
James 1:22 – “But be ye doers of the Word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves.”
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Chapter Six
20 Common Sense Money Principles as Taught by Jesus, Part One

We have looked at what the book of Proverbs in the Old Testament has to say on the subject of money. Now let us turn our attention to the New Testament.  We will later consider what Paul had to say about money, but first let us turn to the Gospels to see what Jesus had to say.

Jesus spoke more about the subject of money than almost any other subject! He spoke even more about money than He did on prayer or faith! The reason He did so was because He knew how important this issue is in our lives, and He knew the hold money could get on our lives if we don’t follow the principles given to us by God. 

The temptation to let money become too important to us is strong. If we do not let Jesus be our Master, and the Master of our finances, then our finances become our master. We become enslaved to money, and its pursuit, rather than money being a tool entrusted to us for God’s purposes. 

God, in His wisdom, has given us sound financial advice – advice you can trust! The principles given to us in His Word, the Bible, are timeless. The Bible is full of such principles! They are as valid, applicable, and trustworthy as they were when they were penned. If we will only allow God to have the final say about our financial affairs, and if we will only follow the principles He has given us, our lives would be so much better!

The subject of our finances is one that is addressed by many in the Christian community. Unfortunately, too often the subject is addressed in an unbalanced approach. Too many start with preconceived ideas about prosperity, and then go to the Word of God to “proof-text” their ideas. We have tried to take a balanced and Biblical approach to this subject, letting God’s Word say what is says rather than trying to get the Bible to conform to preconceived ideas about this subject. 

It is true that God wants to prosper us. He wants His children happy, healthy, and prosperous. Unfortunately, we hinder this from happening by not following the principles God has laid out in His Word. We jeopardize what God wants to do in our lives by walking in disobedience to the principles He has clearly given us! Blessings always follow obedience! 
 
Following are 20 Common Sense Money Principles gleaned from Jesus’ teachings in the four Gospels. May you be blessed in every way as you apply the principles concerning money matters as found in God’s Word to your life!
 

Prosperity in Perspective
Principle 1: First Be Rich Toward God.
 
Jesus once told the story of a man whose focus was so much on the accumulation of wealth that he forgot God. The story is found in Luke 12:16-21:
 
“And he spake a parable unto them, saying, The ground of a certain rich man brought forth plentifully: And he thought within himself, saying, What shall I do, because I have no room where to bestow my fruits? And he said, This will I do: I will pull down my barns, and build greater; and there will I bestow all my fruits and my goods. And I will say to my soul, Soul, thou hast much goods laid up for many years; take thine ease, eat, drink, and be merry. But God said unto him, Thou fool, this night thy soul shall be required of thee: then whose shall those things be, which thou hast provided? So is he that layeth up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward God.”
 
It is not wrong to seek to get and save money. What is wrong is when we fail to bring God into the situation and let Him be Boss! It is also wrong when we get so caught up in the temporal issues of this life, which are so short and fleeting, and neglect matters of eternal importance! And, the most important matter we need to consider is our relationship with God!
Jesus did not say, “Don’t be rich.” What He said is that we need first to be rich toward God. 
 
To be rich toward God means that we have a relationship with Him through Jesus Christ and we then have intimate fellowship with Him on a daily basis! It means that we have in love and faith entrusted to Him every aspect of our lives – our time, our talents, our possessions, and our money!
 
Principle 2: Look After God’s Interests and He Will Look After Yours.
 
Jesus made it very clear that we are not to worry about money or the necessities of life. He promised that if we would concern ourselves with God’s eternal interests, then God would concern Himself with our temporal interests. 
 
Matthew 6:25-33 – “Therefore I say unto you, Take no thought for your life, what ye shall eat, or what ye shall drink; nor yet for your body, what ye shall put on. Is not the life more than meat, and the body than raiment? Behold the fowls of the air: for they sow not, neither do they reap, nor gather into barns; yet your heavenly Father feedeth them. Are ye not much better than they? Which of you by taking thought can add one cubit unto his stature? And why take ye thought for raiment? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow; they toil not, neither do they spin: And yet I say unto you, That even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. Wherefore, if God so clothe the grass of the field, which to day is, and to morrow is cast into the oven, shall he not much more clothe you, O ye of little faith? Therefore take no thought, saying, What shall we eat? or, What shall we drink? or, Wherewithal shall we be clothed? (For after all these things do the Gentiles seek:) for your heavenly Father knoweth that ye have need of all these things. But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you.”
 
The promise is clear: If we seek first God’s Kingdom, and His righteousness, then He will meet all of our earthly needs! What a deal!
 
Note also Jesus words in John 6:27: “Labour not for the meat which perisheth, but for that meat which endureth unto everlasting life, which the Son of man shall give unto you: for him hath God the Father sealed.”
Jesus is admonishing us to avoid making the pursuit of earthly matters our primary concern; rather, we are to pursue the true heavenly riches found in God through Jesus!
 
Principle 3: You Cannot Serve Both God and Money.
 
            Luke 16:13 – “No servant can serve two masters: for either he will hate the one, and love the other; or else he will hold to the one, and despise the other. Ye cannot serve God and mammon.”
 
Mark Twain jokingly said that this is the verse that proves God forbids polygamy: “No man can serve two masters….” 
Seriously, Jesus is stating a very serious and sober truth here: You cannot be a servant to God and at the same time be the servant of money. One or the other will have the mastery. Only you can choose which it will be. 
This principle is closely related to the next one:
 
Principle 4: Money Can Enslave You and Cause You to Miss True Riches.
 
            Note what the following Scriptures have to say:
 
            To the rich young man who approached Him, Jesus said in Matthew 19:21-24 – “….If thou wilt be perfect, go and sell that thou hast, and give to the poor, and thou shalt have treasure in heaven: and come and follow me. But when the young man heard that saying, he went away sorrowful: for he had great possessions. Then said Jesus unto his disciples, Verily I say unto you, That a rich man shall hardly enter into the kingdom of heaven. And again I say unto you, It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle, than for a rich man to enter into the kingdom of God.”
 
In other words, the hold that money and riches can have upon our lives can be so strong that it can be extremely difficult for us let it go to follow God, Who gives true riches.
 
Mark 4:19 tells us “…the cares of this world, and the deceitfulness of riches, and the lusts of other things entering in, choke the word, and it becometh unfruitful.”
 
We have to be extremely careful that our lust for “things” doesn’t cause us to neglect the reading and personal application of God’s Word in our daily lives!
 
Principle 5: Beware of Covetousness.
 
            Luke 12:15 – “And he said unto them, Take heed, and beware of covetousness: for a man's life consisteth not in the abundance of the things which he possesseth.”
 
            The Merriam-Webster Dictionary defines “covet” as “to desire enviously what belongs to another.” Jesus is warning us against covetousness, against the lustful longing for “things”. He admonishes us that our life’s worth far exceeds the totality of the things we have.
 
            The next principle is closely related:
 
Principle 6: Your Soul is More Valuable Than All the Earth’s Riches Combined.
 
            Jesus makes this very clear in Matthew 16:24-26: “Then said Jesus unto his disciples, If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me. For whosoever will save his life shall lose it: and whosoever will lose his life for my sake shall find it. For what is a man profited, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul? or what shall a man give in exchange for his soul?”
 
            It is truly amazing the exchanges people make! They will exchange an eternity in Heaven for the temporal (and far less wonderful) things this fleeting life has to offer! They will choose temporary pleasures here on earth over eternal pleasures in Heaven! They choose riches that cannot last over the far better riches that will last! 
            Jesus asks us to consider this exchange very seriously. He is in essence asking this, “What profit is there in attaining worldly goods if you in the process lose you very soul? Where is the profit? What gain is there?” The answer is obvious: If you were to gain all the riches of this entire planet, and lose your soul, then you have not profited; you have lost!
 
Principle 7: We Must be Faithful in Temporal Riches Before God Will Entrust to Us Eternal Riches.
 
            Luke 16:10-11 – “He that is faithful in that which is least is faithful also in much: and he that is unjust in the least is unjust also in much. If therefore ye have not been faithful in the unrighteous mammon, who will commit to your trust the true riches?” 
 
            We have already seen that God considers the eternal riches of Heaven far greater in value than the temporary riches of this short life on earth. We also know that everything we have in terms of physical things, such as money or possessions, ultimately has come from God.
            Therefore, the principle comes from an argument from the lesser to the greater. In essence, Jesus is stating, “If you have not been faithful with the less valuable things God has entrusted to your care (money, etc.) then God is not going to trust you with those things that He considers much more valuable – eternal riches!”
            If you are experiencing a “dry” period in your spiritual life, and God does not seem to be speaking to you, then it would be a good idea to evaluate your life to see if you are being faithful in these other matters. First be faithful to Him with the lesser valuable things and then He will entrust to you spiritual things of greater value!
 
Principle 8: Practice Faithful Stewardship.
 
            This principle follows closely Principle Seven, which stated that we had to be faithful in the lesser things before God would commit to our trust the greater spiritual things. Therefore, it is important that we be faithful with the material things God has already entrusted to us.
            A “steward” in the Bible was a person given responsibility over his master’s affairs. The steward was not the owner; he was merely the caretaker. His job was to look out for his master’s best interests. The steward who demonstrated faithfulness over lesser things was then given responsibility over increasingly greater things.

            Jesus gives one of His most lengthy stories to illustrate this important point, in Matthew 25:14-19:
            “For the kingdom of heaven is as a man travelling into a far country, who called his own servants, and delivered unto them his goods. And unto one he gave five talents, to another two, and to another one; to every man according to his several ability; and straightway took his journey. Then he that had received the five talents went and traded with the same, and made them other five talents. And likewise he that had received two, he also gained other two. But he that had received one went and digged in the earth, and hid his lord's money. After a long time the lord of those servants cometh, and reckoneth with them.”
            Three men were given responsibilities according to their ability. After some time, the master returned and each man had to give an accounting of what he had done with the master’s goods. Jesus indicates that the two who demonstrated faithfulness in their stewardship were reward with increased responsibility and privilege, while the one who was not a good steward had taken from him even what he had:
            “And so he that had received five talents came and brought other five talents, saying, Lord, thou deliveredst unto me five talents: behold, I have gained beside them five talents more. His lord said unto him, Well done, thou good and faithful servant: thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will make thee ruler over many things: enter thou into the joy of thy lord. He also that had received two talents came and said, Lord, thou deliveredst unto me two talents: behold, I have gained two other talents beside them. His lord said unto him, Well done, good and faithful servant; thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will make thee ruler over many things: enter thou into the joy of thy lord. Then he which had received the one talent came and said, Lord, I knew thee that thou art an hard man, reaping where thou hast not sown, and gathering where thou hast not strawed: And I was afraid, and went and hid thy talent in the earth: lo, there thou hast that is thine. His lord answered and said unto him, Thou wicked and slothful servant, thou knewest that I reap where I sowed not, and gather where I have not strawed: Thou oughtest therefore to have put my money to the exchangers, and then at my coming I should have received mine own with usury. Take therefore the talent from him, and give it unto him which hath ten talents. For unto every one that hath shall be given, and he shall have abundance: but from him that hath not shall be taken away even that which he hath.” (Matthew 25:20-29)
 
            Be very certain of this: God, the Master Who has entrusted to our care the things we have in our possession, will one day hold us accountable for how well or how poorly we handled those things! How much better that we remain faithful in our use of God’s property!
 
Principle 9: Tithe, Yes, But Don’t Omit Weightier Matters.       
Jesus wants us to know clearly that, yes, we should be faithful and careful in our tithing; however, He also wants us to know that there are other matters of far greater importance that we need to remember as well.
            Matthew 23:23 – “Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye pay tithe of mint and anise and cummin, and have omitted the weightier matters of the law, judgment, mercy, and faith: these ought ye to have done, and not to leave the other undone.”
            Let’s be careful to be obedient in our tithing (giving of 10 percent back to God), but let’s also not forget to cultivate in our lives the other Christian virtues!
Principle 10: Don’t Expect God to Bless Your Giving if You Are At Odds with Someone Else.
            Matthew 5:23-24 – “Therefore if thou bring thy gift to the altar, and there rememberest that thy brother hath ought against thee; Leave there thy gift before the altar, and go thy way; first be reconciled to thy brother, and then come and offer thy gift.”
            How quickly so many people forget this principle! They bring their offerings to God while at the same time they harbor anger, unforgiveness, and bitterness toward others! God is much more concerned with your being a loving person than your being a giving person! Jesus’ command here is very clear: First be reconciled with your brother and then bring your gifts to God. God will be pleased with what you offer Him only if You are doing all you can to be in a right relationship with others!
 

APPLICATION:
 
What God is Saying to Me
and

What I am Going to Do About It.
 
James 1:22 – “But be ye doers of the Word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves.”
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 Chapter Seven
20 Common Sense Money Principles as Taught by Jesus, Part Two”

Prosperity in Practice
 
        The first ten Common Sense Money Principles as taught by Jesus dealt with our putting prosperity and money matters in their prosper perspective. Now we turn to the remaining ten principles Jesus taught. The focus of these is of a more “practical” perspective, giving us common sense advice and promises concerning the actual handling of our financial affairs.

 
Principle 11: Examine Your Motives When You Give.
 
Notice Jesus’ words in His Sermon on the Mount, as recorded in Matthew 6:1-4:
 
“Take heed that ye do not your alms before men, to be seen of them: otherwise ye have no reward of your Father which is in heaven. Therefore when thou doest thine alms, do not sound a trumpet before thee, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, that they may have glory of men. Verily I say unto you, They have their reward. But when thou doest alms, let not thy left hand know what thy right hand doeth: That thine alms may be in secret: and thy Father which seeth in secret himself shall reward thee openly.”
 
There are many motives for giving. It is possible to do the right thing for the wrong reason!  The pure motives are those that concern themselves with the love for and well-being of another with no thought for any return for the giver.

Unfortunately, people also give from impure motives. Some give to be seen (and praised) by others. Some do so to try to impress someone else. Still others give as a means of manipulating a situation in the direction that suits or benefits them.
 
            Jesus indicates that when we give, we should do so from a pure motive. He says that if we will do so secretly, God will reward us openly.
 
Principle 12: God Promises a Return for Your Investments in His Interests.
 
Luke 18:29-30 – “And he said unto them, Verily I say unto you, There is no man that hath left house, or parents, or brethren, or wife, or children, for the kingdom of God's sake, Who shall not receive manifold more in this present time, and in the world to come life everlasting.”
 
The person who forgoes earthly pleasures and privileges for the Kingdom of God’s sake will experience a two-fold blessing:

First, God promises that there will be a reward in this present time. This means both spiritual and material blessings. When you put your trust in God, and invest in His interests, you will be amazed at what God does for you!

Second, You will receive a blessing in Heaven, including not only eternal life, but also other rewards.
 
It truly is a win-win situation. You look out for God’s kingdom interests, and He offers in return blessings both now and in eternity!
 
Principle 13: God Is More Impressed with the Amount of the Sacrifice Than the Amount of the Gift.
 
This principle is found in the story in Mark 12:41-44: “And Jesus sat over against the treasury, and beheld how the people cast money into the treasury: and many that were rich cast in much. And there came a certain poor widow, and she threw in two mites, which make a farthing. And he called unto him his disciples, and saith unto them, Verily I say unto you, That this poor widow hath cast more in, than all they which have cast into the treasury: For all they did cast in of their abundance; but she of her want did cast in all that she had, even all her living.”
 
            How impressed is Jesus with your giving? Have you given with a loving and sacrificial spirit?
 
Principle 14: Give And It Shall Be Given Unto You.
 
Luke 6:38 contains an extraordinary promise, straight from our Lord:
 
“Give, and it shall be given unto you; good measure, pressed down, and shaken together, and running over, shall men give into your bosom….”
 
If we will give, then God promises that we shall be given back to in return! Just like you shake and shift and press flour or brown sugar into a cup until it can finally hold no more and begins to overflow, God has promised to overwhelm us with the abundance of the blessings He has for us – if we will give.
 
There is another aspect of this which needs to be seriously considered as well:

Principle 15: What We Receive Will Be in Proportion to What We Have Given.
 
We quoted the first part of Luke 6:38 above. Now lets consider this verse in its entirety:
 
“Give, and it shall be given unto you; good measure, pressed down, and shaken together, and running over, shall men give into your bosom. For with the same measure that ye mete withal it shall be measured to you again.”
 
Mark 4:24 – “And he said unto them, Take heed what ye hear: with what measure ye mete, it shall be measured to you: and unto you that hear shall more be given.”
 
            It is foolish of us to expect a bountiful return if we have not been bountiful in our giving! If we give in teaspoonfuls then we will receive in that proportion. If we give by dump truck proportions, then that is the proportion that will be used in giving to us in return! Jesus makes it very clear that we will receive in direct proportion to the amount we ourselves have given!
 
 
Principle 16: God Multiplies What We Give.
 
 
Notice what happened when a little boy shared his sack lunch of five little loaves and two little fish with Jesus:
 
Matthew 14:19-21 – “And he commanded the multitude to sit down on the grass, and took the five loaves, and the two fishes, and looking up to heaven, he blessed, and brake, and gave the loaves to his disciples, and the disciples to the multitude. And they did all eat, and were filled: and they took up of the fragments that remained twelve baskets full. And they that had eaten were about five thousand men, beside women and children.”
 
On another occasion Jesus took seven little loaves and a few fish and multiplied it as well:
 
Matthew 15:36-38 – “And he took the seven loaves and the fishes, and gave thanks, and brake them, and gave to his disciples, and the disciples to the multitude. And they did all eat, and were filled: and they took up of the broken meat that was left seven baskets full. And they that did eat were four thousand men, beside women and children.”
 
On yet another occasion Jesus took what was offered to Him (a net) and produced a great return:
 
John 21:5-6 – “Then Jesus saith unto them, Children, have ye any meat? They answered him, No. And he said unto them, Cast the net on the right side of the ship, and ye shall find. They cast therefore, and now they were not able to draw it for the multitude of fishes.”
 
God is able to do far more with our little than we ever could do on our own! Just think what could be done if we would only trust Him with everything in our lives!
 
Principle 17: Pay Your Taxes.
 
Matthew 17:24-27 – “And when they were come to Capernaum, they that received tribute money came to Peter, and said, Doth not your master pay tribute? He saith, Yes. And when he was come into the house, Jesus prevented him, saying, What thinkest thou, Simon? of whom do the kings of the earth take custom or tribute? of their own children, or of strangers? Peter saith unto him, Of strangers. Jesus saith unto him, Then are the children free. Notwithstanding, lest we should offend them, go thou to the sea, and cast an hook, and take up the fish that first cometh up; and when thou hast opened his mouth, thou shalt find a piece of money: that take, and give unto them for me and thee.”
 
God will make it possible for you to honor your financial responsibilities.
 
Matthew 22:21 – “….Then saith he unto them, Render therefore unto Caesar the things which are Caesar's; and unto God the things that are God's.”

 
Principle 18: Partnering with God’s Messenger Brings to You the Same Reward as the Messenger.
 
Notice what Jesus promises in Matthew 10:41:
 
 “He that receiveth a prophet in the name of a prophet shall receive a prophet's reward; and he that receiveth a righteous man in the name of a righteous man shall receive a righteous man's reward.”
 
When we invest in God’s work by helping to pay the expenses of those who are themselves actively involved in His work, God says He counts that equal with our having gone ourselves. Of course, this is no excuse for not going ourselves if God has called us to do so! But, if we help those who are doing God’s work, God will reward us with the same reward!
 
Note: Money is not evil! Put in the right hands, it can be very helpful in accomplishing God’s work! And remember Principle Sixteen: God multiplies what we give – extraordinarily!
Principle 19: Helping Others in Need is a Righteous Act.
 
Jesus illustrates this principle with a story, found in Luke 10:30-37: “And Jesus answering said, A certain man went down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell among thieves, which stripped him of his raiment, and wounded him, and departed, leaving him half dead. And by chance there came down a certain priest that way: and when he saw him, he passed by on the other side. And likewise a Levite, when he was at the place, came and looked on him, and passed by on the other side. But a certain Samaritan, as he journeyed, came where he was: and when he saw him, he had compassion on him, And went to him, and bound up his wounds, pouring in oil and wine, and set him on his own beast, and brought him to an inn, and took care of him. And on the morrow when he departed, he took out two pence, and gave them to the host, and said unto him, Take care of him; and whatsoever thou spendest more, when I come again, I will repay thee. Which now of these three, thinkest thou, was neighbour unto him that fell among the thieves? And he said, He that shewed mercy on him. Then said Jesus unto him, Go, and do thou likewise.”
 
            Let us heed the Lord’s words and remember to help others in need!
 
Principle 20: Helping Others in Need Equals Helping Jesus.
 
Again, Jesus illustrates His point by telling a story, in Matthew 25:35-40:
 
“For I was an hungered, and ye gave me meat: I was thirsty, and ye gave me drink: I was a stranger, and ye took me in: Naked, and ye clothed me: I was sick, and ye visited me: I was in prison, and ye came unto me. Then shall the righteous answer him, saying, Lord, when saw we thee an hungered, and fed thee? or thirsty, and gave thee drink? When saw we thee a stranger, and took thee in? or naked, and clothed thee? Or when saw we thee sick, or in prison, and came unto thee? And the King shall answer and say unto them, Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto me.”
 
An act of kindness to someone needy is considered by the Lord as an act of kindness to Himself. It is important to notice that the opposite holds true as well: Failure to help someone in need is a failure to help the Lord. Note Matthew 25:41-46:
 
“Then shall he say also unto them on the left hand, Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his angels: For I was an hungered, and ye gave me no meat: I was thirsty, and ye gave me no drink: I was a stranger, and ye took me not in: naked, and ye clothed me not: sick, and in prison, and ye visited me not. Then shall they also answer him, saying, Lord, when saw we thee an hungered, or athirst, or a stranger, or naked, or sick, or in prison, and did not minister unto thee? Then shall he answer them, saying, Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye did it not to one of the least of these, ye did it not to me.”
            God WANTS things to go well in your life – financially, physically, and otherwise! If we will only heed these 20 Common Sense Money Principles, our lives will be much better in every respect! Make the following your prayer and your commitment:
 
            “Heavenly Father, please show me which of these, Your principles, I have violated. I confess them to You and ask You to help me to begin today to walk in obedience to them. In my finances and in every other area of my life, I want to be in complete obedience to You, Your Word, and Your Will. 
            I thank You that as I now begin to operate according to Your standards You are now going to begin to bless me in the area of my finances. 
            All I have is Yours, Lord! In Jesus’ name, Amen. So be it.”

APPLICATION:
 
What God is Saying to Me
and

What I am Going to Do About It.
 
James 1:22 – “But be ye doers of the Word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves.”
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Chapter Eight

20 Common Sense Money Principles as Taught by Paul, Part One

We worship and serve a great God Who has a sincere and loving concern about all of the affairs of our lives. There is no issue too great or too small to be beyond His concern and care. He very much wants our lives to be happy, healthy, and prosperous!
The key to this happening in our lives is found in God’s words to Joshua, as found in Joshua 1:7-8:
 
“Only be thou strong and very courageous, that thou mayest observe to do according to all the law, which Moses my servant commanded thee: turn not from it to the right hand or to the left, that thou mayest prosper whithersoever thou goest. This book of the law shall not depart out of thy mouth; but thou shalt meditate therein day and night, that thou mayest observe to do according to all that is written therein: for then thou shalt make thy way prosperous, and then thou shalt have good success.”
 
Out of His great love, God has given us His Word, the Bible. In it is everything we need to live a happy, healthy, and prosperous life. If we will only adjust our lives in determined obedience to all that God says to us, we can be certain that all of our needs will be met. Our lives will be much more stress-free. 
 
One of the issues of our lives in which God has given His helpful principles is in the area of our finances. If we will approach the subject of our money in obedience to God’s perspective, we will find our financial situation much healthier. And, we will be blessed so much that we in turn become a blessing to others!
Under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, Paul gave us many of the common sense money principles to be found in the Bible. Read them carefully and prayerfully, and then put them into practice in your own finances! You will be blessed!
 
Principle 1: First Give All of Yourself to the Lord.
 
            Paul states in 2 Corinthians 8:5: 
 
            “And this they did, not as we hoped, but first gave their own selves to the Lord, and unto us by the will of God.”
 

Paul is here speaking of the generosity and wisdom of the giving of the churches in Macedonia. They gave sacrificially to meet others’ needs; however, their first concern was to give themselves to the Lord.
             

Many people think they can “buy” God’s favor. They think that by giving something to God, they have “earned” something in return. Many have the mindset, “If I will give money, then I have earned points with God and He will credit that toward my account in Heaven. If I will do enough good deeds, that will earn me points with God, too! When I get enough points, and if those points offset the demerits I got by the bad things I did, then I have earned my way into Heaven.” Nothing could be further from the truth! I heard somewhere that we get to Heaven, not by our own sweat, but by Jesus’ blood! Amen!

Another erroneous idea people have is that God and churches are only concerned with getting their hands into people’s pockets! This is such an inaccurate assumption! God doesn’t just want what’s in your pockets! He wants everything you have – including you yourself! 


Now this isn’t as bad as it sounds! God is always pure and holy. He always has our best interests at heart.   God never asks us to give up something without giving something better in return!  He never asks us to do anything that is not in those best interests. God has given abundant promises that He will meet our needs. If we will trust Him, and be obedient to Him in every area of our lives, including our finances, He has promised to meet our every need!
 

God isn’t as concerned with your wallet as He is with your heart! God isn’t as concerned with what He can get you to do for Him as He is with having an intimate relationship with you!


God desires a deep intimacy with you! He yearns to be in close union with you! He desires the kind of relationship where two individuals give themselves wholeheartedly to one another in love and trust! No greater joy can be found than giving oneself to the Lord and receiving His love in return! This kind of relationship is a Covenant relationship, one based on absolute love and absolute loyalty.
 
Principle 2: Prosperity is Part of the New Covenant
 
There is no greater blessing than to be in a Covenantal relationship with God! We find enumerated in Deuteronomy 28:1-14 the Covenant Blessings which God has promised His people. It is abundantly clear from this text that included in the blessings of God’s Covenant are financial blessings. Read the following passage slowly and carefully. You will be amazed and overwhelmed with joy at the wonderfully good things God has in store for His Covenant people! 
 
 “And it shall come to pass, if thou shalt hearken diligently unto the voice of the LORD thy God, to observe and to do all his commandments which I command thee this day, that the LORD thy God will set thee on high above all nations of the earth: And all these blessings shall come on thee, and overtake thee, if thou shalt hearken unto the voice of the LORD thy God. Blessed shalt thou be in the city, and blessed shalt thou be in the field. Blessed shall be the fruit of thy body, and the fruit of thy ground, and the fruit of thy cattle, the increase of thy kine, and the flocks of thy sheep. Blessed shall be thy basket and thy store. Blessed shalt thou be when thou comest in, and blessed shalt thou be when thou goest out. The LORD shall cause thine enemies that rise up against thee to be smitten before thy face: they shall come out against thee one way, and flee before thee seven ways. The LORD shall command the blessing upon thee in thy storehouses, and in all that thou settest thine hand unto; and he shall bless thee in the land which the LORD thy God giveth thee. The LORD shall establish thee an holy people unto himself, as he hath sworn unto thee, if thou shalt keep the commandments of the LORD thy God, and walk in his ways. And all people of the earth shall see that thou art called by the name of the LORD; and they shall be afraid of thee. And the LORD shall make thee plenteous in goods, in the fruit of thy body, and in the fruit of thy cattle, and in the fruit of thy ground, in the land which the LORD sware unto thy fathers to give thee. The LORD shall open unto thee his good treasure, the heaven to give the rain unto thy land in his season, and to bless all the work of thine hand: and thou shalt lend unto many nations, and thou shalt not borrow. And the LORD shall make thee the head, and not the tail; and thou shalt be above only, and thou shalt not be beneath; if that thou hearken unto the commandments of the LORD thy God, which I command thee this day, to observe and to do them: And thou shalt not go aside from any of the words which I command thee this day, to the right hand, or to the left, to go after other gods to serve them.”

 
These are the blessings of the Old Covenant. But, do they apply under the terms of the New Covenant? The answer is, “Yes!”

In Hebrews 8:6 we are given the assurance that the New Covenant is an improvement upon the Old Covenant. It is better.
 

“But now hath he obtained a more excellent ministry, by how much also he is the mediator of a better covenant, which was established upon better promises.” 
 
            Also, Hebrews 7:22 says, “By so much was Jesus made a surety of a better testament.”
 
            From these two verses we glean two important facts: 1) Jesus’ Covenant is a better Covenant than the Old. And, 2) Jesus’ Covenant has better promises.
            Therefore, it is proper to deduct that if God wanted to bless and prosper His people under the Old Covenant, how much more so does He desire to do so under the New Covenant established by Jesus! 
 
            Under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, and expressing God’s will, the Apostle John states in 3 John 2:
 
            “Beloved, I wish above all things that thou mayest prosper and be in health, even as thy soul prospereth.”
 
            It is evident from the Word of God that God’s desire to prosper His people is part of His Covenant with them!
 
Principle 3: Material Riches and Spiritual Riches Are Not the Same Thing.
 
            Speaking of his current situation and ministry, Paul makes the following observation:
 
            2 Corinthians 6:10 – “As sorrowful, yet alway rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as having nothing, and yet possessing all things.”
 

Paul stated in Philippians that God meets all of our needs; therefore, it is not correct to believe that Paul was in a state of need or want when he wrote this verse. Paul was putting life in its proper perspective. He had abandoned a life of power and privilege to follow Jesus. The world would consider this foolish. 
 

What Paul is saying is that, even though he had left the world’s standard of wealth behind, he still felt very wealthy – in the spiritual sense. 

The point for us is this: Having great material wealth is no indicator of spiritual maturity. Often the contrary is true. On the other hand, a person who is willing to leave the world’s standards behind for the cause of Christ has demonstrated a high level of spiritual maturity, which is the greater wealth. We will see later that God advises us to pursue the greater, spiritual wealth.
Principle 4: Our Real (and Better!) Inheritance is in Heaven!
 
            Paul said it in Acts 20:32: “And now, brethren, I commend you to God, and to the word of his grace, which is able to build you up, and to give you an inheritance among all them which are sanctified.”
 
            Peter said it in 1 Peter 1:3-4 – “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which according to his abundant mercy hath begotten us again unto a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, To an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for you.”
 
            John said it in Revelation 21:7 – “He that overcometh shall inherit all things; and I will be his God, and he shall be my son.”
 
            Our true, lasting, better inheritance is found in Heaven, where its joys and benefits will be experienced for all of eternity! In light of this fact, remember:
 
Principle 5: Set Your Attentions and Affections on Heavenly Things.
 
            Paul states in Colossians 3:1-2 – “If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God. Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth.”
 
            Unfortunately, far too many Christians do not heed these verses. Even Christians, who ought to know better, can easily become guilty of so seeking the things of this earth, that they forget or neglect the eternal things of God.
            This truly is not a wise course of action for a couple of reasons: 1) The earthly riches we pursue are temporary and corruptible. When our short life is over, we will leave every cent we have accumulated on this planet behind! It is very true what someone once said: You never see a hearse pulling a U-Haul!
            2) There are riches in store for us in Heaven which are both eternal and incorruptible. Furthermore, they are of far greater value.
 
            Therefore, it only makes sense that the wise and prudent Christian will seek Heavenly things, and will set his or her affections on things above, not on things of this earth.
 
            Though it is not wrong to pursue the accumulation of wealth for the right reasons and motives, it is best to remember that our first concern and our first love should always be with the Lord Jesus. 
            We are to make the Lord our primary delight, our greatest joy, our sincerest pursuit. We won’t be disappointed if we will do so!
 
            Again, the following principle closely follows this one:
 
Principle 6: Don’t Place Your Trust in Earthly Riches.
 
            Notice the following verses:

1 Timothy 6:17-19 - “Charge them that are rich in this world, that they be not highminded, nor trust in uncertain riches, but in the living God, who giveth us richly all things to enjoy; That they do good, that they be rich in good works, ready to distribute, willing to communicate; Laying up in store for themselves a good foundation against the time to come, that they may lay hold on eternal life.”
 

Furthermore, James 5:1-4 states, “Go to now, ye rich men, weep and howl for your miseries that shall come upon you. Your riches are corrupted, and your garments are motheaten. Your gold and silver is cankered; and the rust of them shall be a witness against you, and shall eat your flesh as it were fire. Ye have heaped treasure together for the last days.”
 

From these verses several things are evident:
 

1) Earth’s riches are uncertain. They are easily corrupted and will not endure forever.
 
            2) God is the One Who is the Source of all of the good in our lives! God gives us richly all things to enjoy! But, we are not to place our trust in those things! He is our Source and the Supply of all our needs! He is the Source of good things! (See next principle). It is wrong to look to things as our source of security.
 
            3) It is far better to lay in store for the future treasures in Heaven, rather than on the earth. Again, the idea here is that our treasures here on earth are fleeting, while the treasures in Heaven are eternal. 

Principle 7: God is the Source of All Good Things.
 
            We have already briefly mentioned this principle; however, let’s consider it in more detail. Notice what Paul says:
 
            Romans 8:32 – “He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not with him also freely give us all things?”
 
            If God was willing to give the very best He had – His only Son Jesus, doesn’t it make sense that He would be willing to give us those things which are of far lesser value! God freely and willing and lovingly gave us Jesus – His Son! Logically He will also freely, willingly, and lovingly give us all the other things we need!
 
            1 Timothy 6:17 – “Charge them that are rich in this world, that they be not highminded, nor trust in uncertain riches, but in the living God, who giveth us richly all things to enjoy.” 
 
            We saw this verse earlier in the context of not trusting our earthly (and uncertain) riches. But, God does give us a promise we can trust! He promises that He will meet our needs! He will give us good things! And, He desires that we find enjoyment and pleasure in His good gifts! It is okay to enjoy the good things He has given us! It is not okay to worship them!
 

Principle 8: Learn to be Content.
 
            Paul stated in Philippians 4:11-13:
 
            “Not that I speak in respect of want: for I have learned, in whatsoever state I am, therewith to be content. I know both how to be abased, and I know how to abound: every where and in all things I am instructed both to be full and to be hungry, both to abound and to suffer need. I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me.”
 
            Paul is certainly not indicating we should be happy where we are spiritually and just sit back and do nothing. Nor is he advocating the cessation of effort and labor to earn money (for the right reasons and with the right motives). He is not saying that we should just grin and bear it when needy situations come our way.

            What Paul does mean is this: When we have learned that God is our Source, and when we have confidence that He is going to take care of us, then no matter what situation we find ourselves in, we have a quiet sense of peace and contentment in our Lord! The person whose trust is in the Lord doesn’t fret and worry about material things. He takes needy situations to God in prayer. He does what God shows him to do about the situation. Then he leaves the matter in God’s hands! He knows God is going to meet his needs! His trusts God to take care of him! The person with this kind of faith is a content person.
 
            Remember the promise of Hebrews 13:5, which says: 
 
“Let your conversation be without covetousness; and be content with such things as ye have: for he hath said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee!”
 
Principle 9: Covetousness is Idolatry.
 

To covet, according to the Merriam-Webster Dictionary, means “to desire enviously what belongs to another.”            
 
Paul makes a very startling statement about covetousness in Colossians 3:5-6:
 

“Mortify therefore your members which are upon the earth; fornication, uncleanness, inordinate affection, evil concupiscence, and covetousness, which is idolatry: For which things' sake the wrath of God cometh on the children of disobedience.”
 
            In the context of our finances, this statement is startling for a couple of reasons:
 

1) It is startling because among the list of the more “despicable” sins (fornication, etc.), God mentions covetousness! He obviously considers this a very serious sin!
 

2) It is also startling because God indicates that being a covetous person is the same as being an idolatrous person!
 

Why would God say that covetousness is idolatry? The answer is simple but sobering. We are guilty of idolatry when we look to someone or something other than God as our Source. When we look to things as the source of our security, those things have become an idol to us. 
 

Paul indicates that idolatry is one of the things that will bring the wrath of God upon a person. God is a righteously jealous God, and He will not share His glory with anyone or anything else. 
            How careful we must be to remember that God is our Source, and that our possessions are not the source of our security!
 
Notice again what Hebrews 13:5 says:
 
“Let your conversation be without covetousness; and be content with such things as ye have: for he hath said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee.”
 

If covetousness is idolatry, than we begin to understand what God means by the next principle:
 
Principle 10: The Love of Money is the Root of All Evil.
 
            1 Timothy 6:10: “For the love of money is the root of all evil: which while some coveted after, they have erred from the faith, and pierced themselves through with many sorrows.”
 
            Notice “covetousness” in the above verse! Coveting money is the root of all evil!
 
The bottom line concerning sin is this: Sin is rebellion against God. It is saying, “God, I don’t want You to mess with my life. I don’t want to obey You. I want to do my own thing and go my own way. I choose what I want, not what You want.”
            Therefore, when the pursuit of money and earthly things becomes our goal in life, we have made “money” the new god in our lives. We have abandoned God and have thus opened the door for all kinds of evils into our lives.
 
            It is important to mention here, parenthetically, that the above verse does not say that money is the root of all evil. It says that the love of money is the root of all evil. We are going to see later that money can be a very good thing, in the hands of a faithful steward. It is only when money becomes the love of our life (rather than the Lord) that it becomes an evil.
 

APPLICATION:
 
What God is Saying to Me
and

What I am Going to Do About It.
 
James 1:22 – “But be ye doers of the Word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves.”
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Chapter Nine

20 Common Sense Money Principles as Taught by Paul, Part Two

 

We have covered the first ten of twenty common sense money principles as taught by Paul in our last chapter.  Let us now turn to numbers 11 through 20.

Principle 11: Lavish Giving Minus Love Equals Zero Profit.
 
            1 Corinthians 13:3 states: “And though I bestow all my goods to feed the poor, and though I give my body to be burned, and have not charity, it profiteth me nothing.”
 
            People can give for a variety of reasons and motives. Sometimes those motives are less than pure. Some people give to make an impression on someone (note Ananias and Sapphira in Acts 5:1-10). Sometimes people give in an effort to manipulate people or situations into getting what they themselves want.
            The pure motive for giving is when we desire the recipient’s best interests and good, with no concern for a reward or return for ourselves. When we see a need, and we give to meet that need, with our motive being love, then God is pleased.
            However, if we are not motivated by pure love when we give, God indicates that no matter how much we give, it will profit us nothing, either in this life or in the one hereafter.
 
            Remember: God honors our giving only when it is motivated by love!
 
Principle 12: It is More Blessed to Give Than to Receive.
 
            Acts 20:35b – “…remember the words of the Lord Jesus, how he said, It is more blessed to give than to receive.”
 
            Many people can quote this statement. But do they really know why it is more blessed to give than to receive? I can think of at least three reasons:
 
            1) It is more blessed to give than to receive because God is very pleased when we minister to others’ needs by giving!
 
            2) It is more blessed to give than to receive because the giver often has a sense of inner joy in knowing that he has done something that pleases God and that helps another. Those who have given out of a pure motive know what I’m talking about. It is just such a great feeling to help someone else!
 
            3) Finally, it is more blessed to give than to receive because when we give, we are demonstrating our trust in God to meet our needs! We receive a double blessing: We receive a blessing when we give, and then we receive another blessing when God meets our needs!
 
            It truly is more blessed to give than to receive!
 
Principle 13: The Purpose of Money: Meet Needs.
 
God doesn’t just give us money to make us more comfortable (although He is concerned with our well-being); rather, He has a very clear objective or purpose for money: meeting needs. 
 
I want to remind you again that money is not evil. It is the love of money that is evil. The money God gives can serve a very useful purpose! Money can be and is a very good thing, when in the hands of someone God can trust.
 
There are three needs that God is concerned with:
 
            1) God’s Needs. God’s primary goal is to bring people into a right relationship with Himself. He has commissioned His disciples (you and me) to go into the world to share that good news. God is pleased when we give to finance His work.
 
            2) Other’s Needs. God is pleased when we give to help others in need.
 
            3) Our Needs. God wants to meet our needs, too! One of the reasons He gives us money is so that we have what we need to provide for our basic needs and to pay our bills.
 

Notice what the following verses say about our money and its proper function of meeting needs:
 

Ephesians 4:28 – “Let him that stole steal no more: but rather let him labour, working with his hands the thing which is good, that he may have to give to him that needeth.” 
 

2 Corinthians 9:10-12 – “Now he that ministereth seed to the sower both minister bread for your food, and multiply your seed sown, and increase the fruits of your righteousness; Being enriched in every thing to all bountifulness, which causeth through us thanksgiving to God. For the administration of this service not only supplieth the want of the saints, but is abundant also by many thanksgivings unto God.”
 
            Galatians 6:10 – “As we have therefore opportunity, let us do good unto all men, especially unto them who are of the household of faith.”
 

 Thessalonians 4:11-12 – “And that ye study to be quiet, and to do your own business, and to work with your own hands, as we commanded you; That ye may walk honestly toward them that are without, and that ye may have lack of nothing.”
 

2 Thessalonians 3:10-12 – “For even when we were with you, this we commanded you, that if any would not work, neither should he eat. For we hear that there are some which walk among you disorderly, working not at all, but are busybodies. Now them that are such we command and exhort by our Lord Jesus Christ, that with quietness they work, and eat their own bread.”
 

 Timothy 6:17-19 – “Charge them that are rich in this world, that they be not highminded, nor trust in uncertain riches, but in the living God, who giveth us richly all things to enjoy; That they do good, that they be rich in good works, ready to distribute, willing to communicate; Laying up in store for themselves a good foundation against the time to come, that they may lay hold on eternal life.”
 

3 John 5 – “Beloved, thou doest faithfully whatsoever thou doest to the brethren, and to strangers.”
 
            1 John 3:17-18 – “But whoso hath this world's good, and seeth his brother have need, and shutteth up his bowels of compassion from him, how dwelleth the love of God in him? My little children, let us not love in word, neither in tongue; but in deed and in truth.”
 
Principle 14: Be Intentional in Your Giving.
 
1 Corinthians 16:2 – “Upon the first day of the week let every one of you lay by him in store, as God hath prospered him, that there be no gatherings when I come.”
 
2 Corinthians 8:1-4 – “Moreover, brethren, we do you to wit of the grace of God bestowed on the churches of Macedonia; How that in a great trial of affliction the abundance of their joy and their deep poverty abounded unto the riches of their liberality. For to their power, I bear record, yea, and beyond their power they were willing of themselves;”
 
From these verses, we learn several things concerning our giving:
 
1) Our giving should be regular. Paul said it was to be brought weekly.
 
2) Our giving should be sacrificial. The Macedonians, who themselves were in “a great trial of affliction” and were in “deep poverty” nevertheless gave sacrificially to meet others’ needs.
 
3) Our giving should be liberal. God is not impressed by stingy giving!
 
4) Our giving should be purposeful. When we give, we should do so with a clear sense of purpose – the meeting of needs - whether it be the continuing needs of the local church or other needs that arise from time to time.
 
5) Finally, our giving should be directed – to the Lord! I heard recently a story about a church that was taking a special offering for missions. A little girl gave a prized ring during the offering time. Later, when the money was being counted, one of the deacons who had seen her give the ring took the ring back to her and told her she didn’t have to give away her special ring. The little girl looked him right in the eye and said, “It isn’t yours to give back. I didn’t giving it to you. I gave it to Jesus.”
 
Principle 15: God Is Very Pleased with Godly Giving.
 
Philippians 4:18 – “But I have all, and abound: I am full, having received of Epaphroditus the things which were sent from you, an odour of a sweet smell, a sacrifice acceptable, wellpleasing to God.”
 
The Philippian church had sent a gift to Paul, who was in prison. Paul stated that the gift, to God, was “an odour of a sweet smell, a sacrifice acceptable, wellpleasing.” Paul was alluding to the Old Testament sacrificial system, in which perfumed offerings were given in the Temple. 
Just as God was pleased then, he is also pleased when we give, with the right motives, to the right causes – the meeting of needs! It puts a smile on God’s face when we give that way! It is a sweet smelling odor to Him!
(On the other hand, I imagine God finds our lack of giving, or our giving from the wrong motives, a very unpleasant odor!)
 
Principle 16: When You Trust Him, God Will Meet All of Your Needs.
 
Philippians 4:19 – “But my God shall supply all your need according to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus.”
 
So much is stated in so few words! God has committed Himself to meeting our needs! When we give sacrificially, liberally, intentionally, and purposefully to meet others’ needs, He promises in turn to meet our needs also!
God won’t just meet some of our needs some of the time, either! He will meet all of our needs all of the time! There is no need too great for Him to meet! There is no problem too great for Him to solve! There is no question for which He does not have an answer!
Trust God! Obey Him in all things, including your giving, and He will meet Your needs!
 
 
Principle 17: We Will be Reward for Our Giving.
 
Jesus promises in Revelation 22:12, “And, behold, I come quickly; and my reward is with me, to give every man according as his work shall be.”
 
Paul states in 2 Corinthians 5:10, “For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that every one may receive the things done in his body, according to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad.”
 
You can be certain that one day we will all stand before God and will give an account of ourselves. Every word, thought, and deed will be judged. This judgment will not be to determine whether or not we get into Heaven. That judgment took place on the Cross of Jesus Christ, and all who have placed their faith in Him while still on earth will be guaranteed entrance into Heaven.
Rather, the purpose of the Judgment Seat of Christ will be for the giving of rewards. Those rewards will be given or withheld on the basis of our works while on earth. Among the things that will be judged will be our stewardship of the material and financial resources God entrusted into our care. 
Those who are faithful in using God’s resources to meet needs, trusting Him to meet their needs, will be rewarded!
 
Is God pleased with the way you have handled your financial affairs? When you stand before Him to give an account of this aspect of your life, will you receive a reward?
 
Principle 18: God’s Servants Should be Financially Compensated for Their Spiritual Labor.
 
1 Corinthians 9:7-14 – “Who goeth a warfare any time at his own charges? who planteth a vineyard, and eateth not of the fruit thereof? or who feedeth a flock, and eateth not of the milk of the flock? Say I these things as a man? or saith not the law the same also? For it is written in the law of Moses, Thou shalt not muzzle the mouth of the ox that treadeth out the corn. Doth God take care for oxen? Or saith he it altogether for our sakes? For our sakes, no doubt, this is written: that he that ploweth should plow in hope; and that he that thresheth in hope should be partaker of his hope. If we have sown unto you spiritual things, is it a great thing if we shall reap your carnal things? If others be partakers of this power over you, are not we rather? Nevertheless we have not used this power; but suffer all things, lest we should hinder the gospel of Christ. Do ye not know that they which minister about holy things live of the things of the temple? and they which wait at the altar are partakers with the altar? Even so hath the Lord ordained that they which preach the gospel should live of the gospel.”
 
Principle 19: Don’t Owe Anybody Anything Except Love.
 
Romans 13:7-8 – “Render therefore to all their dues: tribute to whom tribute is due; custom to whom custom; fear to whom fear; honour to whom honour. Owe no man any thing, but to love one another: for he that loveth another hath fulfilled the law.”
Two things are brought out here: 
 
1) Pay your bills. It is a poor witness of our Lord’s good care when His children do not pay their bills! The world will not listen to the person who tries to witness for Christ and at the same time is behind in paying what they owe others. Our credibility is greatly compromised if we do not show integrity in this area of our lives.
 
2) Don’t Get Into Debt. Proverbs 22:7 states, “The rich ruleth over the poor, and the borrower is servant to the lender.” The passage quoted in Principle 2, Deuteronomy 28:1-14, stated that God doesn’t want His children to be loaners, but lenders!
 
            The person who is in debt to others becomes a slave to his debt. He is no longer free to serve God unhindered. How much better to adopt a lower standard of living, and be debt-free, than to go into debt trying to establish a standard of living beyond our means!
 
Principle 20: The Law of Sowing and Reaping.
 
The following material was covered in great detail in the first three chapters.  Nonetheless, I want to include it here, near the end of this little book, as a reminder of the key law concerning our true prosperitiy.  There is a law that God has ordained that has application in every area of our lives, whether it be physical, financial, or spiritual. The law is this: In order to reap, we must first sow.
 
2 Corinthians 9:6-12 – “But this I say, He which soweth sparingly shall reap also sparingly; and he which soweth bountifully shall reap also bountifully. Every man according as he purposeth in his heart, so let him give; not grudgingly, or of necessity: for God loveth a cheerful giver. And God is able to make all grace abound toward you; that ye, always having all sufficiency in all things, may abound to every good work: (As it is written, He hath dispersed abroad; he hath given to the poor: his righteousness remaineth for ever. Now he that ministereth seed to the sower both minister bread for your food, and multiply your seed sown, and increase the fruits of your righteousness;) Being enriched in every thing to all bountifulness, which causeth through us thanksgiving to God. For the administration of this service not only supplieth the want of the saints, but is abundant also by many thanksgivings unto God.”
 
Galatians 6:7-8 – “Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap. For he that soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption; but he that soweth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting.”
 
It is interesting to note that in both of these passages, the context is in that of giving! God is making a very wonderful promise to us! He is saying that if we will sow seed (give money) in God’s causes (meeting needs), then He will cause us to reap an even greater harvest! God will not only return to us the seed we sowed, but will give more than enough to meet our own needs! 

As He gives an abundance, we have more to sow, and therefore reap even more! We then have even more to sow, and so forth! 
God’s way always works best! If we will be faithful with the financial and material resources He has entrusted to us, by sowing into the meeting of needs, then God Himself will always meet our needs! Isn’t God’s way great!
 
APPLICATION:
 
What God is Saying to Me
and

What I am Going to Do About It.
 
James 1:22 – “But be ye doers of the Word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves.”
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Conclusion

 
            God WANTS things to go well in your life – financially, physically, and otherwise! If we will only heed these 20 Common Sense Money Principles, our lives will be much better in every respect! Make the following your prayer and your commitment:
 
            “Heavenly Father, please show me which of these, Your principles, I have violated. I confess them to You and ask You to help me to begin today to walk in obedience to them. In my finances and in every other area of my life, I want to be in complete obedience to You, Your Word, and Your Will. 
            I thank You that as I now begin to operate according to Your standards You are now going to begin to bless me in the area of my finances. 
            All I have is Yours, Lord! In Jesus’ name, Amen. So be it.”
 
 
OTHER RESOURCES
 
Disciple Maker Ministries International

offers many more preaching and teaching resources by Dr. James Butterfield,

including:

  Individual Sermons on Tape and CD

  Sermon Tape or CD Series Albums

  Booklets

  Training Manuals

  and Much More!

For more information or to order additional resources, visit: 
www.MakeDisciples.ws
If you would like Dr. James Butterfield to minister in your church, he may be reached through the following 
email address: 
dmmi@dmmi.ws
 
 
 

A good Father seeks to do good in the life of His children!





The path of blessing is always the path of obedience to God’s Word.





The kind of seed you sow is the kind of crop you will reap.





90% can go further than 100%.





Don’t devour the seed!  Sow it!





Sow seed that


represents your need!





Give out of your need, not out of your abundance!





Remember:


You cannot out-give God!





The purpose of money:


Meet Needs!





Whenever you receive money, ask God what He wants you to do with it. 





Do not overemphasize the importance of money to the neglect of other, more


important matters.





Integrity with poverty is


better than foolishness with wealth.





Our true Source of Security is God, not money!





Money is not the most important thing in life!





Most “get rich quick” schemes are in reality “get poor quick” schemes!





If we trade our integrity for personal financial gain, we have made a poor trade.





God’s way of doing things always works!





Don’t just talk about giving “someday” - give now!  Do it!





We can always find excuses for not doing what needs to be done!





Which is more important to you - God Himself, or the things God can give?





Seek first God’s interests and He will take care of YOUR interests! God has promised!





It is foolish to exchange the wonderful eternal things of the future for the temporal things of this world!





If you are experiencing a “dry” period in your spiritual life, and God does not seem to be speaking to you, then it would be a good idea to evaluate your life to see if you are being faithful in other matters.





Be very certain that God, the Master Who has entrusted to our care the things we have in our possession, will one day hold us accountable for how well or how poorly we handled those things!





Let’s be careful to be obedient in our tithing, but let’s also not forget to cultivate in our lives the other Christian virtues!





It is possible to do the right thing for the wrong reasons!





It is foolish to expect a bountiful return if we have not been bountiful in our giving!





Just think what could be done if we would only trust God with everything in our lives!





Money is not evil!





God very much wants our lives to be happy, healthy, and prosperous!





God never asks us to give up something without giving something better in return!





Having great material wealth is no indicator of spiritual maturity!





We are to make the Lord our primary delight, our greatest joy, our sincerest pursuit!





God gives us richly all things to enjoy!  But, we are not to place our trust in those things!





If God was willing to give the very best He had – His only Son Jesus, doesn’t it make sense that He would be willing to give us those things which are of far lesser value?





It is okay to enjoy the good things God has given us!  It is not okay to worship them!





The person whose trust is in God doesn’t fret and worry about


material things.





We are guilty of idolatry when we look to someone or something other than God as our source of security.





Money can be a very good thing, in the hands of a


faithful steward!





The pure motive for giving is when we desire the recipient’s best interests and good, with no concern for a reward or return for ourselves.





When we give, we are demonstrating our trust in God to meet our needs!





It puts a smile on God’s face when we give!





God has committed Himself to meeting our needs!





It is a poor witness of our Lord’s good care when His children do not pay their bills.





In order to reap, we first must sow!





A fool who has money will fall into all kinds of traps!
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