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An Introduction to
Kingdom Life Bible Institute
Kingdom Life Bible Institute is a program of study with the goal of training and equipping disciples of Jesus Christ in the following three objectives:
( To create within Christ’s Kingdom Citizens a greater understanding of,   

    love for, and application of God’s Word.
( To develop within Christ’s Kingdom Children Christ-like character and   

    conduct, teaching  them to GROW in intimate fellowship with God and 

    into spiritual maturity.
( To equip Christ’s Kingdom Ambassadors / Warriors to GO in faithful, 

                 anointed, and  powerful service to Christ and to humanity.
There are 21 Courses of Study in the program, including the following:
►BIBLE:

 
( BIB01  -  Creation to Christ, Part One


( BIB02  -  Creation to Christ, Part Two


( BIB03  -  Creation to Christ, Part Three


( BIB04  -  Matthew


( BIB05  -  Mark


( BIB06  -  Luke


( BIB07  -  John


( BIB08  -  Acts


( BIB09  -  Paul’s Epistles, Part One


( BIB10  -  Paul’s Epistles, Part Two


( BIB11  -  General Epistles


( BIB12  -  Revelation

►DISCIPLESHIP:

 
( DIS01  -  Kingdom Life Discipleship Training, Part 1


( DIS02  -  Kingdom Life Discipleship Training, Part 2
►FOUNDATIONS OF FAITH:

 
( FOF01  -  Bibleology, Theology, Christology

( FOF02  -  Pneumatology, Angelology and Demonology, Ecclesiology

( FOF03  -  Anthropology, Hamartiology, Soteriology

( FOF04  -  Dispensations and Covenants, The Kingdom of God, Eschatology
►LEADERSHIP / KINGDOM LIVING:

 
( LKL01  -  Leadership, Part One


( LKL02  -  Leadership, Part Two


( LKL03  -  Lay Pastor Training
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Course Checklist

Put a mark in the box after each of the following is completed:
□ Lesson  1 -  Will of God




□ Lesson  2  - The Great Commission


□ Lesson  3  -  Ministry of Jesus, Part One


□ Lesson  4  -  Ministry of Jesus, Part Two



□ Lesson  5  -  Power, Authority, and Anointing



□ Lesson  6  - Gospel of the Kingdom, Part One




□ Lesson  7 -  Gospel of the Kingdom, Part Two




□ Test 1, Lessons 1 - 7

□ Lesson  8  - Covenant Study, Part One


□ Lesson  9  -  Covenant Study, Part Two


□ Lesson 10 -  Covenant Study, Part Three


□ Lesson 11 -  Covenant Study, Part Four


□ Lesson 12 -  Faith, Part One


□ Lesson 13 -  Faith, Part Two


□ Test 2, Lessons 8 – 13


□ Proctor’s Acknowledgment Form
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NOTE:  If you have not already done so, please complete Discipleship 01 before completing this course (Discipleship 02).

The following material is in Outline Form.  Walk through this material carefully, answering all the questions and looking up all the verses.  Be sure to look up each verse.  Don’t hesitate to mark your Bibles, underlining, highlighting, writing notes in the margins, etc. Get used to using your Bible as much as possible!  

It is important that all of the material gets covered, don’t rush through this material.  Remember:  The objective is NOT merely to get through the material as quickly as possible!  Your objective is to learn this material that you might be a better disciple of Jesus Christ!  

LESSON 1

Will of God
Introduction:  God has a very clear and specific plan and purpose for each of our lives.  This Lesson will give further consideration to the plan and purpose which He has for our individual lives.

  I.  
GOD’S GENERAL WILL FOR ALL OF US

Look up the following verses in your Bible, and meditate on what each has to say about God’s general will for your life.

A.
Salvation.


1.
John 1:12


2.
John 3:16


3.
Acts 2:21


4.
2 Peter 3:9b

B.
Sanctification.


1.
Review material in Lessons 1 and 2 of Discipleship One (DIS01).

2.
Work through Romans 6:1-14  and summarize the major points.  What do these verses have to say concerning our ongoing walk with God?
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3.
It is obvious that, once we have become a disciple of Jesus Christ, 




He wants us to continue to live for Him, and to invest our lives in 




His purposes.



4.
Recall from Discipleship One (DIS01) that God wants all of us to 




be involved in the task of making disciples of Jesus Christ.  This 




should be a primary objective and purpose in our lives. 

5.
In what ways are you accomplishing God’s will in making disciples?  What can you begin to do?”


C.
Sharing.


1.
God’s primary objective for your life is not your labor for Him, 




although this is one of His concerns.



2.
God’s primary objective for your life is that you have an intimate 




and ongoing sharing relationship / fellowship with Him!
II.
GOD’S SPECIFIC WILL FOR EACH OF US INDI-
VIDUALLY

Look up the following verses in your Bible, and meditate on each.  Allow these verses to be both a challenge and an encouragement!

A.
God’s Specific Will for Your Life


1.
Philippians 1:6


2.
Philippians 2:13



3.
1 Thessalonians 5:24


4.
Psalm 138:8


5.
Luke 23:46


6.
Luke 22:42


7.
Romans 12:1-2
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A.
The Secret to True Success in Life:  Find What 



God Has Called You to Do and Do It!
Suggested Resource:  “Twelve Steps to Excellence in Life and Ministry”(tape series and Study Guide) by Dr. James D. Butterfield


1.
True success is not measured by the world’s standards of wealth, 




position, possession, or power.



2.
Notice Jesus’ admonition in Luke 12:15.



3.
Only as we conform our lives to the Lord’s will, purpose, and 




standards will we find true success.



4.
Someone has said that the greatest search in life is the search for 




the will of God; the greatest discovery in life is the discovery of 




the will of God; and the greatest accomplishment in life is the 




accomplishment of God’s will.



5.
One of the great personal benefits of knowing and doing God’s 




will is the sense of peace, joy, happiness, and fulfillment that can 




come from no other source!


C.
Ephesians 5:15-17
Meditate upon these verses.  What do they tell us concerning the will of God and the use of your time?
III.
UNDERSTANDING AND ACCEPTING WHO YOU ARE IN CHRIST

Look up the following verses in your Bible.   Again, allow these verses to be both a challenge and an encouragement!

A.
God Places a Very High Value and Esteem Upon



You!


1.
Review Psalm 139:1-18.  How does God feel about you?
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B.
God Created You in His Image.


1.
See Genesis 1:27

C.
God Created You for a Purpose.


1.
Note again Psalm 139, especially verses 13-16



2.
Have students share their insights on Jeremiah 1:4

D.
God Created You to be Successful in that



Purpose.


1.
What does Jeremiah 29:11-14 promise?



2.
What personal application(s) can you draw from this 





promise?


E.
Key Ways to Find God’s Purpose for Your Life.


1.
God’s Word.



2.
God’s Holy Spirit.



3.
Spiritual Gifts Inventories.



4.
Temperament Studies.



5.
Remember:  God is even more eager for you to find and do His 




will than you are!  If you sincerely desire His will for your life, and 



if you prayerfully search out His will with all your heart, God will 




make His will known to you!



6.
A final thought:  Although God can and sometimes does reveal His 



will through dramatic means, the primary way He makes known to 




us His will – after one has sought it through the Word of God and 




prayer – is by an inner sense of peace.  When you have reached the 



point of having peace about a matter, and have an inner sense of 




“knowing”, then likely you have reached the point of finding 




God’s will for your life!
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Conclusion:  A purpose-driven life will full you, keep you healthy spiritually, physically, mentally, and relationally, and most importantly, it will help you be and do all that God intends and inticipates of you!
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LESSON 2

The Great Commission
Suggested Resource:  “Reaching Our World for Christ” tape series by Dr. James D. Butterfield
Introduction:  In our last Lesson we discussed the Will of God.  One of the issues close to the heart of God is bringing lost people into His Kingdom.   He has instructed us to be about this business.  In the following material we will discover our Mandate, our Message, our Motive, and our Method in reaching our world for Christ.

  I.  OUR MANDATE

A.
Three Assumptions


1.
Man is lost and bound to an eternity in Hell, apart from Christ.



2.
Jesus Christ is the only Way into Heaven




a.
Note John 14:6



b.
Note Acts 4:12



3.
We must be about the business of reaching our world with the 




gospel of Christ’s Kingdom!

B.
Great Commission Texts:
Review each of the following texts carefully and think how it applies to your life and ministry.


1.
Matthew 28:18-20


2.
Mark 16:15-20


3.
Luke 24:46-49


4.
John 17:18


5.
John 20:21-22


6.
Acts 1:4-8
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7.
Romans 10:8-13


8.
Matthew 24:14


9.
Revelation 5:8-10


10.
Psalm 2:8



11.
2 Corinthians 10:15-16
C.
“Watchman” Texts:


1.
Ezekiel 3:17


2.
Ezekiel 33:7-8


3.
Proverbs 24:11-12

D.
From the Above Texts Note:


1.
“all nations” (people groups) 



2.
“every creature”



3.
“all the world”



4.
“uttermost parts of earth”



4.
“every tribe, tongue”



5.
Preach the Gospel in regions “beyond you”

B.
Barriers That Must be Crossed:


1.
Geographic



2.
Political



3.
Racial



4.
Gender



5.
Economic
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6.
Religious



7.
Language



8.
Age



9.
Social



10.
Financial

  II.  OUR MESSAGE

A.
The Gospel of the Kingdom
In later Lessons we are going to consider the Gospel of the Kingdom in greater detail.  For our purposes this week, however, notice the following verses:



1.
Matthew 4:23-24


2.
Matthew 9:35-38


3.
Matthew 24:14


4.
Matthew 10:1ff.



5.
Luke 9:1ff.



6.
Luke 10:1ff


7.
Luke 4:18-19


8.
1 John 3:8b
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  III.  OUR MOTIVE

A.
What Motivates Jesus is to Motivate Us
The underlying motive behind everything Jesus did was His Love.  Meditate on each of the following verses.



1.
Matthew 9:35-38


2.
Matthew 14:14


3.
Matthew 15:30-32


4.
Matthew 20:29-34


5.
Mark 1:40-42


6.
Luke 7:11-15

B.
The Urgency
Consider each of the following factors which motivate us to be about the business of the Great Commission:



1.
Man is lost and bound for Hell without Christ.




a.
Note:  Ephesians 2:12-13


2.
Man is a sinner:




a.
By nature




b.
By choice




c.
By practice



3.
After death there is no second chance.




a.
No purgatory




b.
No “universalism”

- 10 -

III.  OUR METHOD

A.
Discipleship!


1.
In Matthew 28:18-20 there is one imperative (command) in the 




original Greek.  That command is “Make Disciples”



2.
Review carefully the material on Discipleship in Discipleship One 




(DIS01).


B.
Note:


1.
The end of all Evangelism is Discipleship.  The end of all 





Discipleship is Evangelism.



2.
We have the Person and the Power of the Holy Spirit to enable us!




a.
Luke 24:49



b.
Acts 1:8


3.
God will “confirm” the preaching of His Word with signs (Mark 




16:15-20, especially verse 20.
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LESSON 3
The Ministry of Jesus, Part One
NOTE:  Do NOT rush through this material.  Meditate on this material, and the Bible verses given, very carefully.

  I.
WHY ON EARTH DID JESUS LEAVE HEAVEN?


God has done a most wonderful thing for us!  He saw each of us in our weakened conditions, and sent His only Son, Jesus, to the earth!  Why would God do such a thing?  Because He loves you!


When Adam and Eve were in the Garden of Eden, they were truly in “paradise”.  Their physical environment was perfectly suited to their needs.  Tasty and nutritious food in great variety and abundance was available.  They had perfect bodies which God had created to live forever.  And, most importantly, they were able to commune with God face-to-face on a very intimate basis!  


Unfortunately, man rebelled against God’s wishes and brought upon himself some very serious consequences.


A.
Man’s Problem.


When Adam and Eve sinned, four tragic things occurred:



1.
Separation from God, both in life and in eternity.



2.
Enslavement to Satan.



3.
Sickness.



4.
Death.
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Man had no way of redeeming himself from these serious consequences, so God stepped in and delivered mankind Himself through His Son Jesus Christ.  The redemption found in Jesus is a COMPLETE redemption.  It provided the solution to ALL of the consequences incurred in the Garden of Eden.


B.
Christ’s Solution.


1.
Look up the following verses and share your insights:
a. 1 John 3:8b


Stop and meditate on this verse for a moment.  Why did Jesus come?   To undo the works of the devil!  What ARE the works of the devil?  The same four things we saw that occurred in the Garden of Eden:  Separation from God, Enslavement to Satan, Sickness, and Death.   JESUS CAME TO UNDO ALL THIS!


Jesus came to bring healing back to the WHOLE person!  His death enabled us to be brought back into fellowship with God!  We are no longer separated from God, either now or in eternity!


His death was the blood price which bought us back from Satan.  We are no Satan’s slave but have now been adopted as God’s children!



Another of the benefits of Jesus’ death on the cross is healing!  The proof of this is found in the fact that Jesus healed everywhere He went, and also in Matthew 8:16-17, which says Jesus “...healed all that were sick:  That it might be fulfilled which was spoken by Esaias the prophet, saying, Himself took our infirmities, and bare our sicknesses.”


Finally, Jesus’ death and resurrection ensure that we, too, will be resurrected!


All four of the consequences of man’s (separation, enslavement, sickness, and death) sin have been taken care of by Jesus!




b.
Luke 4:18-19  Why did Jesus come, according to these 





verses?




c.
Acts 10:38  





1)
What did God do for Jesus?





2)
What did Jesus do?
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II.
WHAT DID JESUS DO WHILE ON EARTH?


A.
A Description of Jesus’ Ministry.


These verses are among the most important to be found in the Gospels in describing what Jesus did while He was here:



1.
Matthew 4:23-25




a.
Circle the word “all” every time it appears in these3 verses.  




It appears 5  times!




b.
Verse 23 states that Jesus’ ministry consisted of three 





important elements:





1)
Teaching





2)
Preaching





3)
Healing




c.
Note also that Jesus’ ministry was to the WHOLE person:





1)
Physical (all sickness and disease, including palsy)





2)
Emotional (torments)





3)
Spiritual (possessed with devils)





4)
Mental (lunatic)


2.
Matthew 9:35-38




a.
Note again and circle the reoccurrence of the words “all” 





and “every.”




b.
What was the motive for all that Jesus did, according, 





according to this text?

- 15 -

B.
A Summary of Jesus’ Ministry.




From the above passages, you will note that there were three primary 



things that Jesus did:



1.
Teaching in the synagogues.  Jesus would open the Word of God 




and explain it to the hearers.  An example of this is found in Luke 




4:18-19 which we saw above.

2.
Preaching the Gospel of the Kingdom.  Jesus came to proclaim the establishment of His Kingdom.  (In later Lessons we are going to consider this in much more detail.)



3.
Healing all manner of sickness and all manner of disease.  Over 




and over in the New Testament we find occurrences of Jesus 




healing other people.  



Now, look at Hebrews 13:8 


For Next Week: Begin in Matthew and go all the way through Acts and 



highlight or mark in some other way every instance in which someone was 


healed.  

Suggested Resource:  “God Wants You WELL!” tape series by Dr. James D. Butterfield
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LESSON 4

The Ministry of Jesus, Part Two

Last Lesson you were given the assignment to go from Matthew through Acts and mark in your Bible every instance in which someone was healed.

Answer the following:

1.
Did Jesus ever refuse or fail to heal anyone?  Explain your answer.

2.
What was Jesus’ motive for healing?  What does this say to your own motives?

3.
Share the insights you gained from your study of the healing ministry of Jesus.  
Discuss Jesus’ methodology for healing?  Was there a pattern?
4.
What were some of the reasons Jesus gave for man’s sickness?

- 17 -
5.
How does the healing ministry of Jesus impact our ministries today?  Are we still 
to expect Jesus to heal?  Are we to engage in a healing ministry?  Why or why not?

NOTE:  In Leadership Three (LEA02) the ministry of Healing will be covered in much greater detail.
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LESSON 5

 Power, Authority, and Anointing
I.
QUICK REVIEW

A.
Why Did Jesus Come?



Quickly look up each of the following verses for review of the question:  



“Why did Jesus come”


1.
1 John 3:8b  



2.
Luke 4:18-19  



3.
Acts 10:38  



4.
Matthew 4:23-24


5.
Matthew 9:35-38

B.
The Great Commission


Again, look up each of the following verses and review Christ’s Great 



Commission.



1.
Matthew 28:18-20  (Remember: There is only one imperative in 




this text:  “Make Disciples”.  This IS the Great Commission!)


2.
Mark 16:15-20


3.
Luke 47-49


4.
John 20:21b 



5.
Acts 1:8
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It is obvious from the above passages that Christ has a very real agenda for 

our lives while here on earth.  He wants us to continue the work He began in 


reaching the world for His Kingdom!

 II.
JESUS’ MINISTRY THROUGH US

A.
Jesus Sends Forth His Disciples


Before He ascended into Heaven, Jesus appointed and anointed His 



followers to continue 
in the same work He began while physically on the 



earth.
  Look up the following verses, meditate carefully on each, and 



share your insights:



1.
Matthew 10:1, 7-8


2.
Mark 3:14-15 



3.
Mark 16:15-20


4.
Luke 9:1-2, 6 


5.
Luke 10:1, 8-9, 17-20  



6.
John 14:12-14

B.
Meditate on the Following Verses Also:


1.
Acts 2:41-47


2.
Acts 3:1-10, 16


3.
Acts 4:29-33


4.
Acts 5:12, 15-16


5.
Acts 6:8



6.
Acts 8:4-7, 13


7.
Acts 9:32-35
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 8.
Acts 9:41-42


 9.
Acts 14:3


10.
Acts 15:12


11.
Acts 19:11-12


12.
Acts 28:8-9

III.
POWER and AUTHORITY

A.
Both are Essential


1.
Picture if you will a law enforcement officer.  There are two things 



he has to have if he is to do his job effectively:




a.
He has to have a badge.  The badge represents the 






authority that is backing up his decisions and actions.   It 





means that there is a government backing him up; he is 





acting in the interests of the government he represents.  





When he says, “Stop in the name of the law!” he is 






expressing the authority that has been given him.




b.
He has to have a weapon.  His weapon is the power he has 





to do the job and back up the authority that has been given 





him.




c.
If he has only the badge and no weapon, he is anemic and 





no one will respect him.  If he has the weapon but no 





badge, then he is operating outside the parameters of the 





law.  BOTH a badge (authority) and a weapon (power) are 





essential to his doing his job.



2.
In Christ’s Kingdom, His Ambassador / Warriors have been given 




these same two essentials:




a.
We have been given authority to operate as Christ’s 





representatives.  When we say to Satan, “Stop, in the name 





of Jesus!” we are reminding that we are Christ’s 






representative and that we are operating under His 






authority.
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b.
We have also been given power to enforce the authority 





Christ has given us!  In LEADERSHIP TWO (LEA02) 





we will consider in greater detail the weapons that have 





been given us as we use the power and authority entrusted 





to us.  For now, consider a quick list of some of the 






weapons given us by Christ:





1)
The Indwelling Holy Spirit





2)
The Baptism in the Holy Spirit





3)
The Word of God





4)
The Name of Jesus





5)
The Blood of Jesus (= Covenant Relationship)





6)
The Gifts of the Spirit





7)
The Full Armor of God




8)
Power, Authority, and Anointing

  
B.
Power and Authority in the New Testament


1.
Although there are variations, there are two basic words in the 




original Greek language translated power and authority:




a.
“Dunamis” (Greek #1411)  =  “power, mighty work, 





strength, miracles, might, virtue




b.
“Exousia” (Greek #1849)  =  power, authority, right, 





strength, power of choice



2.
Look up each of the following verses and note the use of “power” 




and “authority”.  After each reference the Greek numbers above 




will be given in parenthesis so you will know which word  is used.  







What application does each to your life and ministries today?



a.
Matthew 8:5-13   (#1849)




b.
Matthew 9:2-7   (#1849)




c.
Matthew 10:1   (#1849)




d.
Matthew 11:20, 23   (#1411)




e.
Matthew 13:58   (#1411)
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f.
Matthew 21:23-27   (#1849)



g.
Matthew 22:29   (#1849)




h.
Matthew 28:18   (#1849)




i.
Mark 1:22-27   (#1849)




j.
Mark 2:9-11   (#1849)




k.
Mark 3:15   (#1849)




l.
Mark 6:7    (#1849)




m.
Mark 9:29    (#1849)




n.
Mark 12:24    (#1411)




o.
Mark 13:25-26   (#1411)




p.
Luke 4:32   (#1849)




q.
Luke 4:36    (#1849)




r.
Luke 5:17   (#1411)




s.
Luke 9:1-2   (#1411, #1849)




t.
Luke 10:19   (#1849, #1411)



u.
John 1:12   (#1849)




v.
John 10:18   (#1849)




w.
Acts 1:8   (#1411)




x.
Acts 2:22   (#1411)




y.
Acts 4:33   (#1411)




z.
Acts 6:8   (#1411)




aa.
Acts 8:13   (#1411)
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bb.
Acts 10:38   (#1411)



cc.
Acts 19:11   (#1411)




dd.
Romans 1:4   (#1411)




ee.
Romans 1:16   (#1411)




ff.
Romans 13:1-3   (#1849)




gg.
Romans 15:18-19   (#1411)

Go through the remainder of the New Testament, beginning in 1 Corinthians, for references to the power and authority given to you  through Christ.
IV.
THE ANOINTING

A.
“Christ” = “The Anointed One”


1.
The Hebrew Word “Messiah” and the Greek Word “Christ” both 




have the same meaning:  “The Anointed One”.  Jesus, as the 




Messiah / Christ, was anointed of God to serve Him with power 




and authority.



2.
Note the following references.  What do they say to us about 




Jesus?




a.
Luke 4:18-19



b.
Acts 10:38


3.
The Holy Spirit was “poured” onto Jesus, anointing / empowering / 



authorizing Him to do the work of God.


B.
The Believers’ Anointing


Look up Philippians 4:13 and 1 John 2:20, 27  and describe what they say 



to us about our anointing.  Remember:  “Christ” means “anointed one”.  



When we have the Anointed One within, we have His anointing, also!  



How do these realities impact your own life and ministry?
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LESSON 6

The Gospel of the Kingdom, Part One
AGAIN:  Do NOT rush through this material.  Meditate on this material, and the Bible verses given, very carefully.


One of the key doctrines of the New Testament, and the key message of the Church, is the Gospel of the Kingdom.  We are going to look at many passages that refer to this.  However, first let’s offer some definitions.

  I.
SOME DEFINITIONS:


A.
“Gospel”


1.
The Greek Word translated “Gospel” is “euaggelion” .  According 




to Strong’s, it  
means, “good tidings, the glad tidings of the 





kingdom of God soon to be set up, 
and subsequently also of 




Jesus the Messiah, the founder of this kingdom.  After the death of 




Christ, the term comprises also the preaching of (concerning) Jesus 



Christ as having suffered death on the cross to procure eternal 




salvation for the men in the kingdom of God, but as restored to life 



and exalted to the right hand of God in heaven, thence to return in 




majesty to consummate the kingdom of God.”


2.
In other words, simply put, “Gospel” means “good news” or “glad 




tidings”.


A.
“Kingdom”


1.
The Greek Word translated “kingdom” is “basileia”.  Again, 




Strong’s defines it as: 
“royal power, kingship, dominion, rule, 




authority to rule over a kingdom, of the royal power of Jesus as the 



triumphant Messiah, of the royal power and dignity 
conferred on 


Christians in the Messiah’s kingdom; a kingdom, the territory 


subject to the rule of a king.  Used in the New Testament to refer to 

the reign of the Messiah.”



2.
Again, simply put, “Kingdom” in the New Testament sense means 




Jesus reigning 
and ruling, exerting His power.
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3.
We have neither time nor space to present an exhaustive study of 




this word “Kingdom” as it applies to Jesus Christ and the citizens 




of His Kingdom, believers.  Nevertheless, let’s consider a few 




important facts:




a.
We saw in our previous lesson that Jesus came to 






overthrow the works of the devil (1 John 3:8b), and that He 




came to bring deliverance to the captive (Luke 4:18-19).




b.
This means that Jesus has come to overthrow Satan’s 





kingdom, rule, reign, 
and power, and He has come to set 





up His own!




c.
All of the consequences of man’s fall and everything Satan 





brought into the world at that time have been overthrown, 





including:





1)  
Separation from God





2)
Enslavement to Satan





3)
Sickness / Disease, and





4)
Death.




d.
Instead, Jesus has come to establish His Kingdom, which 





includes:





1)
Intimacy of relationship and fellowship with God,





2)
Adoption as God’s children,





3)
Healing and Health, and





4)
Eternal Life!




e.
The contrast between Satan (the “thief”) and Jesus is 





declared plainly in John 10:10.  Read it and answer the 





following questions carefully:  




1)
What three things does Satan come to do?





2)
What did Jesus come to do? 

  4.
Jesus has come to destroy all of sin’s consequences in our lives.



5.
Jesus has come to exert great power in our lives!



6.
No matter how severe the problem may seem (sickness, bondage, 




etc.), Jesus is the answer!  He has come to establish His Kingdom, 




and JESUS IS LORD!
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C.
“The Gospel of the Kingdom”


1.
The “Gospel” (Good News) that we as believers have to proclaim 




to the world is 
that Jesus has come to establish His Kingdom! 


2.
Jesus has come to establish His rule and reign over this world and 




Satan.
  II.
THE “GOSPEL OF THE KINGDOM” AS SEEN 


IN THE NEW TESTAMENT
We are now going to embark upon a glance at some of the instances where this “Gospel of the Kingdom” idea is found in the New Testament.  You are going to be inspired and blessed!

A.
John the Baptist’s Ministry and Message


1.
In Matthew 3:2 we have the first recorded words of John the 




Baptist.  What was his message?

B.
Jesus’ Ministry and Message


1.
After Jesus was baptized by John the Baptist, he was in the 





wilderness for 40 days.  Following that, what are the first words we 



hear Him speaking as He begins to inaugurate His earthly ministry, 



according to Matthew 4:17?  



2.
We have already seen in Matthew 4:23-24  that when Jesus came, 




His ministry consisted of three primary elements (Teaching, 




Preaching, and Healing).  What did Jesus preach, according to 




verse 23?


3.
In Matthew 6:9-13 we have what is know as the Lord’s Prayer, or 




the Model Prayer.  Notice that of all the things mentioned in the 




prayer, the only thing mentioned twice is “kingdom.”



4.
In Matthew 6 Jesus admonishes His hearers to not worry about 




worldly things such as food and clothing.  Instead, He tells them, 
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in verse 33, to seek first His Kingdom.  Then all these things will 




be added unto us.   The pursuit of Jesus’ Kingdom is to be our 




first priority!



5.
When John the Baptist questioned whether Jesus was really the 




One they were looking for, Jesus gave him a reassuring answer.  It 




is found in Matthew 11:4-5.  








Note:  Jesus in essence was saying, “You want proof that I am 




the King you are looking for?  Here’s the proof:  My miracles 




and healings are the proof that God’s Kingdom has come to 




overcome Satan’s rule and reign over people’s lives.”  (See also 




Luke 11:20.  Deliverance from demons is another proof that the 




Kingdom is here!)


6.
Following John’s imprisonment, what did Jesus do, according to 




Mark 1:14-15? 



7.
Why was Jesus sent, according to Luke 4:43? 



8.
When Jesus was followed by the crowds, what did He do, 





according to Luke 9:11?

C.
The Twelve Disciples’ Ministry and Message


Look up the following verses and share your insights:



1.
What did Jesus commission His twelve disciples to do, according 




to Matthew 10: 1-2, 7-8? 



2.
See also Luke 9:1-2, 6.  


D.
The Seventy Disciples’ Ministry and Message


After commissioning His twelve disciples in Luke 9, Jesus then 




commissions another seventy in Luke 10.



1.
What did Jesus tell them to do, according to Luke 10:1, 8-9? 



2.
NOTE:  In Jesus’ ministry, in the 12 disciples’ ministry, and in the 



70 disciples’ ministry, three important things consistently occurred:
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a.
The Gospel of the Kingdom was preached.



b.
People were healed.  Again, healing is the proof that Jesus 





is the King Who has come to establish His Kingdom Rule 





and Reign over Satan and all of the world!  The preaching 





of the Gospel of the Kingdom was always ac-






companied by healings (manifestations of that Kingdom).




c.
People were delivered.  Notice Luke 11:20

E.
Jesus’ Final Days Before His Ascension


After Jesus’ resurrection, He ministered for 40 days until His Ascension.  



According to Acts 1:3, what did Jesus speak to His disciples about during 



that time? 

F.
The Ministry and Message of the Early 




Church


Note the prevalence of “The Gospel of the Kingdom” found in the 




following descriptions of the early church’s ministry and message.  



1.
Philip  -  Acts 8:5-7, 12.


2.
Paul in Ephesus  -  Acts 19:8.



3.
Paul’s testimony  -  Acts 20:24 -25.



4.
Paul speaking to the Jews in Rome  -  Acts 28:23.



5.
Paul speaking in prison in his last days  -  Acts 28:31.  



(Note:   Chapter 1 of Acts began with a declaration of Jesus’ teaching 



concerning the Kingdom, and the very last verse of the very last chapter in 


Acts Chapter 28 speaks of Paul teaching concerning the Kingdom of 



God!)
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G.
The Prequel to the End
Before Jesus returns, and the end of this world as we now know it occurs, what must first happen, according to Matthew 24:14?  (Compare this verse with 2 Peter 3:9.)
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LESSON 7

The Gospel of the Kingdom, Part Two

In our last session we introduced the concept of the Gospel of the Kingdom.  Very quickly review the material covered in that material.


Now, spend time studying the following verses very carefully.  Some of them we have already covered, but study them again nevertheless.  It may take some time to cover all of this material; however, it is strongly encouraged that you take the time to study these verses.  DO NOT RUSH THROUGH THEM!  Allow them to have the impact on your heart, mind, and spirit that God desires.
Matthew 3:12

Matthew 4:17

Matthew 4:23-24

Matthew 6:19-13

Matthew 6:33

Matthew 9:35-38

Matthew 10:1, 7-8

Matthew 12:28

Matthew 24:14

Mark 1:14-15

Luke 4:18-19

Luke 4:43-44

Luke 9:1-2, 6, 11

Luke 10:1, 8-9

Luke 17:21

John 14:12-14

Acts 1:2-3

Acts 4:29-33

Acts 5:42

Acts 8:4-5

Acts 8:12, 25

Acts 8:33

Acts 11:19-21

Acts 13:5, 48-49

Acts 15:36

Acts 17:3, 13, 18

Acts 18:11

Acts 19:8

Acts 20:24-25

Acts 28:23, 31

Revelation 11:15b
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Note also:

Matthew 29:18-20

Mark 16:15-17

John 6:40

Acts 2:22

Acts 2:43

Acts 2:41-47

Acts 3:1-10, 16

Acts 4:29-33

Acts 5:12, 15-16

Acts 6:8

Acts 8:5-7

Acts 9:4-7, 13

Acts 14:3

Acts 15:12

Acts 16:1-23

Acts 19:11-12

Acts 28:8-9

Romans 15:19

1 Corinthians 12:10, 28-29

2 Corinthians 12:12

Hebrews 2:4

Galatians 3:5
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LESSON 8

Covenant, Part One1,2

The study we are about to embark on for the next four weeks is one of the most exciting subjects in the Bible!  Understanding the concept of  “Covenant” is the key to unlocking the Bible, and is the basis for a dynamic and real faith.  When you begin to understand the Covenant relationship you have with God, you will be amazed at the depth of God’s commitment toward you.  


Unlike a contract, which can be broken, a covenant is an absolutely binding relationship that, in the human realm, was to go for 8 generations or more.   We will see in the weeks ahead that our New Covenant with God through Jesus Christ is an eternal Covenant than cannot or will not ever be broken by God.


Although in most “civilized” societies the concept of Covenant has fallen from general favor, acceptance, or recognition, in our society we still have a few “carry-overs” from covenant realities.  For instance:

1)  The phrase “sticks out like a sore thumb” is a covenant term.  When people would enter into covenant with another person or group, he would cut a ring around his thumb and cause it to get infected so that it became swollen and created a raised scar.  The parallel today is the wedding ring, which shows we are in covenant with another.  The marriage relationship itself goes far beyond a mere contractual agreement – it is binding the man and woman to each other, “for richer or poorer, in sickness and in health, for better or for worse, till death do us part”.

2)  The hand shake is a covenant carry-over.  Covenant partners would clasp each others 
forearms or hands and would mingle each others’ blood, signifying the ratification of a covenant relationship.  Even today, if a person refuses to shake hands with another it is an indication that he is not in agreement with you.

3)  In the courtroom we see people raising their right hand, placing their left hand on a Bible, and swearing a vow.  This reflects back to the raising of the hand so that the blood would flow down one’s arm, demonstrating his entering into a 
covenant.  The placing of the hand on the Bible and the taking of a vow reflect the calling upon a higher power (God) to hold them accountable to the vows they are taking.

1Recommended Resource:  “Covenant Relationship” tape series of four messages by Dr. James D. Butterfield
2Many, many thanks to Kenneth Copeland, who first opened my eyes to the reality of Covenant.  Much of what is written is this material is gleaned from his wisdom and teaching.
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4)  The phrase “blood is thicker than water” is a covenant expression.  It has been misinterpreted erroneously to mean that blood relationships (family) are more binding than other relationships.  However, the true interpretation is this:  Blood covenant partnerships are more binding than siblings who both have broken their 
mother’s water in the womb.  In some cultures the phrase is “blood is thicker than 
milk”, meaning those who both partook of the same mother’s milk.
5)  The term “bad blood”, which means two people are not getting along, finds its source 
in the circumstance of two blood brothers who are victims of one or the other breaking their covenant commitment.

6)  Also, when we “toast”  and say “to your health” we are alluding to the time when covenant partners would raise the cup in which each of their blood had been 
mingled, from would both drink each others’ blood, and when they would vow to put each others’ well-being ahead of their own.

The idea of covenant is still understood in some societies yet today.
1)  Many peoples and tribes in countries in Africa, South America, etc. still cut the covenant.

2)  American Indians understood the covenant.  Children today still sometimes play “Cowboys and Indians” and pretend to become “blood brothers.”  Because the American Indians had such a strong concept of covenant, they fully expected the 
white man to live up to the treaties they made with the Indians.  It was unheard of in Indian society for a covenant relationship to be broken.  When the white man 
broke it, however, the Indians were bound by the blessings and curses of a covenant relationship to react in the way they did.

3)  The Mafia has a strong concept of covenant.  When a person chooses to join the Mafia he does so for life.  He is swearing a life-time allegiance and absolute loyalty.  When a person breaks from the Mafia there is automatically a death-sentence placed upon him.

Here is another interesting story concerning covenant:

Years ago David Livingstone was a missionary in Africa.  He had not been heard from in a long time, sow Henry Stanley was sent to look for him.  Stanley would seek cooperation from different tribes, but was thwarted at every turn.  No one would trade with him or give him any information or help.   Finally, a black man who was traveling with Stanley told him he was going to have to cut a covenant with somebody.  Stanley was finally faced with no alternative and he approached the chief of a very powerful tribe seeking covenant.


The only real asset Stanley had was a milk goat.  Because Stanley had a stomach problem, he needed the medicinal qualities of the goat’s milk.  However, when he entered into covenant with the powerful chief, his black friend told him he was going to have to give the chief his goat.  
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The chief, in turn, was going to give Stanley his engraved staff.  Stanley was reluctant at first, but really had no choice, so they finally made the exchange.

What Stanley did not understand until afterward was that everywhere he went after entering into covenant with the chief, if people saw him with the powerful chief’s staff, they would immediately cooperate with him.  Even if they did not like Stanley, they would still cooperate with him, because they understand that he was in covenant with the chief.  They knew that if they did any harm to Stanley, then the chief was bound by covenant to avenge Stanley.  


In the next three weeks we are going to develop this concept of our New Covenant relationship with God through Jesus Christ.    Before we leave today’s material, however, let us consider four different words that are extremely important in our understanding of covenant.

1)  Friend.  When used in covenant relationship, the term “friend” carries with it a far deeper meaning that merely a casual relationship between people.  “Friend” in covenant terms means one who is bound to help you in any and every way possible.  A “friend” is one who has committed to your well-being over his own.  This commitment is so deep that if his “friend” has any need, hunger, protection, etc., then he himself will go hungry or place his own life in danger in order to help his friend.  If his friend’s children are in need, he will put his friend’s 
children’s needs before his own children’s needs.  


It is evident that “friendship” in covenant relationship is a far deeper relationship than what we are accustomed to understanding.


Consider carefully each of the following verses which speak of covenant friendship.  Read them through “covenant glasses”, for this is indeed how they were meant to be understood.  


Proverbs 17:17

Proverbs 27:10

Proverbs 27:6

Proverbs 18:24

Proverbs 18:35

John 15:13-14


James 4:4

There is a second word that carries deep meaning in a covenant relationship:

2)  Remember.  In covenant, the word “remember” means, “I will never forsake you.  I will never fail to be there when you need me.  I will never forget the absolutely binding commitment I have made.”  It goes beyond merely always being available; it includes foreseeing another’s need and jumping to be there for them 
before they even ask.  It means you are figuratively on their doorstep eagerly seeking ways to be a “friend” to that person.


We will see in another session that one of the practices when entering into 
a covenant is the cutting of flesh and the creation of a scar.  The reason is that the person who has that visible scar will always remember that he has made a commitment to put another’s life and needs before his own.
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Consider the following verses in the Bible, and again, read them through “covenant glasses”:


Genesis 8:1


Ecclesiastes 12:1

Genesis 19:29


Luke 1:72

Exodus 2:24


Luke 22:19-20

Deuteronomy 8:18

What does each of these verses say about God remembering us?  About our remembering Jesus?  What does “remember” mean to you in regard to your covenant relationship with God?
3)  Love.  When the Bible speaks of Love, it is speaking of the highest, deepest, and most 
binding kind of commitment to the well-being of another.  The Greek word is agape, which is the God kind of love.  It is not a feeling.  It is not based on emotions.  It is not dependent upon whether we like the person or not.  Rather, it is a decision and it is an action.  It is a decision to be sensitive to another’s needs and to set aside our own needs or feelings.  As an action it means to treat him like God would like us to treat them, instead of how we feel like treating them.  


There is a term used in the Old Testament closely linked to this called Lovingkindness.  When you read it, know that it is referring to the covenant commitment we have been talking about.  Again, look up each of the following 
verses and reflect on what they mean in relationship to covenant:


John 3:16


Psalm 36:7, 10

Romans 5:8


Psalm 40:10

John 15:13-14


Psalm 89:33

Psalm 17:7


Psalm 103:4

Psalm 25:6


Psalm 107:43

Psalm 26:3


Isaiah 63:7
4)  Loyalty (Faithfulness).  Another of the deep words concerning the concept of 
covenant is loyalty, or faithfulness.  In a genuine covenant relationship, each party is committed to, not only absolute love, but absolute loyalty.   Like love, it too is a decision.  It is saying, “I will always be there for you.  I will always do everything within my power, even to the point of death, to care for you.”  


When you read the word “faithfulness” in the Bible, you are reading a covenant term.  In studying each of the following verses, consider its relationship to covenant, and apply it to your own life:


Deuteronomy 7:9

1 Corinthians 4:2

Psalm 12:1


1 Thessalonians 5:24

Psalm 31:23


2 Thessalonians 3:3
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Psalm 119:86, 90

2 Timothy 2:2

Proverbs 20:6


Titus 1:9

Proverbs 27:6


Hebrews 10:23

Matthew 25:21

Lamentations 3:23

Luke 16:10


In our next session we will look at some of the Covenant Practices and Procedures, as well as three different Covenants found in the Old Testament.
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LESSON 9
Covenant, Part Two

Quickly review last week’s material.

Covenant Practices and Procedures.  Although there are some slight variations from one culture to the next, there is a remarkable resemblance from one culture or society to another, in places all over the world, when it comes to the practices and procedures of covenant relationship.  Let us consider the nine steps different cultures would use to enter into covenant:

1)  
Promises were made.  Each of the parties would dialogue in great detail until the terms of the covenant were established.  They would swear to one another what they would each agree to do.  There might have been one tribe which was good at raising crops, while the other tribe was a strong warrior tribe.  The first would swear to always see that the other was fed, even if it meant they themselves went 
hungry.  The second would swear to come to the defense of the first, even if it meant death.


We will consider in great detail in a later Lesson the tremendous promises 
God has made toward us!

2)  
The covenant representatives would be selected. Using the illustration of the two 
tribes, the best crop grower of the first tribe would be their representative.  The best warrior of the second tribe would represent his tribe.  


Jesus the Son of God is God’s representative to man.  Jesus the man is man’s representative to God.   He serves as the representative for both!

3)
The cut of the covenant and the shedding of blood occurred.  Each representative would receive a cut, and the blood would be poured into a cup.  The shedding of 
blood represented the commitment one was making to the other to die in the other’s place.


Again, Jesus is our Covenant Partner whose blood was shed in our behalf. 
Note also Luke 22:20.

4)  
Scars were created.  The wound from the cut that was made was caused to become infected so that it would create a scar.  That scar was always a reminder to the individual and to everyone who saw him that he was in covenant with another.


Read Luke 22:38-40.  When Jesus tells showed the disciples his scars, He 
was doing more than showing that He was the same man Who they saw die three days earlier.  He was also demonstrating to the them the cuts of the New Covenant which He had ratified.  Someone has said that the only scars that will be seen in Heaven are those Jesus bears.  They will not be an ugly sight; rather, they will be a thing of beauty as we remember for all of eternity the love God showed us by making possible a New Covenant through Jesus Christ.
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5)
The Covenant Partners would eat bread and drink the cup of their mingled blood.  By doing so, they were saying, “This bread represents my body.  This blood represents my life.  I am willing to die for you.”


Recall the events of the Lord’s Supper the night before His crucifixion.  Jesus breaks the bread, which represents His broken body.  They drink the cup, which represents the shedding of His blood.  Recall also John 6:27-58, especially verses 35, 48, 50-51, 53-58.

6)
The Covenant Partners would exchange three things:  They would exchange weapons, garments, and names.  This will be demonstrated when we consider later in this Lesson the covenant made between David and Jonathan.  Exchanging weapons represented their vow to Protect each other.  Exchanging garments represented their willingness in Providing for each other. Exchanging names represented the Unity which was being established.  (Note the bride taking her husband’s name.)

7)
The blessings and curses were declared.  After going through the above steps, someone would step forward and loudly declare blessings and curses; blessings to the one who keeps the covenant, and curses on the one who broke the covenant.  They would call upon their god to witness the covenant which was being established and to hold each party accountable to the commitment they were making.


In our next Lesson we will look at the issue of blessings and curses in greater detail….

8)
The duration of the covenant would be declared.  Often it was to last for up to eight generations – 320 years!  This meant that each succeeding generation was as bound to the terms of the covenant as were the parties who originated the covenant.  Because of this, a covenant was not entered into lightly!


The duration of God’s Covenant with us is everlasting – forever!  Note the following verses:


Genesis 9:16

Genesis 17:7, 13, 19

Psalm 105:10

Isaiah 55:3


Jeremiah 32:40

Hebrews 13:20
9)
The covenant was irrevocable.  One the covenant had been cut between two parties, there was no way it could ever be honorably broken. Unlike contracts, which can be broken, a covenant was not ever to be broken.   In many societies, it is unheard of for a person to break covenant, it is taken so seriously.  (Recall the disbelief of the American Indians when the white man broke the covenant with 
them – it was unheard of in their culture!)  In some societies, if one of their members broke the covenant, his tribe would themselves seek out and destroy the 
offender.  The only way an individual could honorably be excused from his covenant responsibility was his own death.  
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Three Old Testament Covenants.  Having reviewed the process of entering into Covenant, let us now consider three examples from the Old Testament where a covenant was established.

1)
Between God and Abraham.  In Genesis 12:1-3 and 13:14-17 we find God making 
Promises to Abraham, promises of land, descendents, and blessing.  Again in Genesis 15:1 God makes similar promises to Abraham.  In verse 8 of that chapter Abraham asks God the question, “Lord God, whereby shall I know that I shall inherit it?”  It is at that time that God initiates a covenant relationship with 
Abraham, with the shedding of blood, etc.  Thereafter, Abraham never doubted  God?  Why?  Because he understood the binding nature of a covenant!  He was so persuaded in the integrity of God’s promise, and of God’s faithfulness (because of the covenant relationship between them) that when God tests Abraham by asking him in Genesis 22 to sacrifice his only son Isaac, the heir to the promises God had made, Abraham declares in verse 8,  “God will provide a lamb” and calls God “Jehovah Jireh” (God will provide) in verse 14.  Abraham trusted God’s promises!

Although we will consider this text in greater detail in our study of  Faith 
in Lessons 5-7, note Abraham’s reaction to God’s covenant with him, as found in 
Romans 4:16-21.  


The Key Principle to be gleaned here is this:  The basis for our faith in God is the fact that He has entered into an eternal Covenant with us through Jesus. He was so concerned with our welfare that He sent Jesus, His only Son, to die for 
us!  (See John 3:16 and Romans 5:8.)  We have a strong basis for trusting God 
because He is bound by His very own Covenant with us to honor His promises to us!  


Every promise found in the Bible is yours!  You can write you name beside each promise, declaring “This is for me!”  Why?  Because God has given His word that He will keep His Word, because He is bound by His Covenant with 
us to do so!  This is a very strong reason to trust God!


When we discuss in our next Lesson the blessings and curses of the covenants, we will see that the curse has been removed, and we are left with the 
blessings God has for us!  


Question to Ponder:  Am I committed to being faithful to God?  Can He count on my love and loyalty and faithfulness?  


The second covenant we are going to consider is that between Jonathan and David in the Old Testament.

2)
Between Jonathan and David.  In 1 Samuel 18:1-4 and 1 Samuel 20:15-17 we see Jonathan and David entering into Covenant with one another, each declaring his loyalty to the other.  (Notice how they exchanged weapons and garments in this 
passage.) Jonathan and his father, King Saul are later going to be killed in battle, and David is given the throne.  Jonathan had a son, who would have been the heir had God determined David was to be the new king.  Notice what David did in 2 Samuel 9:1-13.  
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He remembered his covenant with Jonathan, even though Jonathan was now dead.  David began to seek out a descendent of Jonathan with whom he could keep his covenant promises.  Jonathan’s lame son Mephibosheth was found and 
summoned into the presence of King David.  Mephibosheth was very likely afraid 
for his life.  However, David remembered his covenant with Jonathan and brought 
Mephibosheth into the palace and treated him royally – all because of covenant.

3)
Between Israel and the Gibeonites.  In Joshua 9:1-5, the Israelites were deceived 
into entering into a covenant with the Gibeonites.  This was not God’s will for 
them; yet, a binding covenant had been made nonetheless.  Now look at 2 Samuel 21:1-7.  Centuries later the curse of a famine had come upon the Israelites.  Upon 
inquiry, it was found that the cause of the curse was Saul’s having broken 
covenant with the Gibeonites and warred against them.  Remember:  this is centuries later!  To atone for this breaking of the covenant the Gibeonites ask that 
seven of Saul’s descendants be slain.

Notice two things from this true story: 
a)  Notice the binding nature of the covenant Israel had made with the Gibeonites centuries earlier!  

b)  Notice in verse 7 that David spared Mephibosheth because of the covenant he had made with Mephibosheth’s father Jonathan, even though Jonathan was dead.

The point?  A covenant is a very binding agreement.  When God enters into covenant with us, He takes it just as seriously as did David and the Gibeonites.

For reflection:  How faithful have you been to the Covenant God has established with you through Jesus?
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LESSON 10
Covenant, Part Three

Quickly review the last two week’s material.  


In this week’s Lesson we are going to first the blessings and curses of the covenant, and second, the New Covenant established through Jesus.
The Blessings and Curses of the Covenant

You will recall from our last Lesson that once a covenant had been ratified between two parties, someone would loudly proclaim a series of blessings upon the ones who kept the covenant, and a series of curses upon the ones who broke the covenant.


Perhaps the best example of to be found in the Bible is in Deuteronomy 28.  Look carefully at this passage.  The blessings found there in (in verses 1-14) are still in force for you today!  These verses reflect the blessings God wants to pour into your life.  In class, answer the following questions:

1)
What are the blessings God has in store for your life as found in Deuteronomy 28:1-14?

2)
Notice the word “if” is found four times in these verses (verses 1, 2, 9, and 13).  
The word “if” is a conditional word, implying that “A” is done, the “B” will naturally follow.  If “A” is not done, then you cannot expect “B” to follow.  God is saying to you and to me, “IF you will do such and such, then I will pour out all of these blessings.  What is the one qualification found in each of these four verses?

3)
Furthermore, notice in verse 15-68, that the curses of breaking covenant are mentioned.  Again, we find the word “if” in verse 15.  What is the one thing that will cause the curses to come upon them, according to that verse?


Another outstanding place in which we find the blessings of the covenant enumerated is Psalm 103:2-5 and following.   Study these verses carefully and answer the following questions:
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1)
What are the blessings God has in store for your life, according to these verses?

2)
What do you learn about the nature and activities of God, according to this chapter?

The New Covenant Established Through Jesus

Read Luke 22:19-20.  On the night before He was to be crucified, Jesus takes an old ceremony of the Jews, the Passover, and gives it its true meaning.    He states that He is establishing a New Covenant (“Testament” means “Covenant”.  Our Bibles actually are divided into two sections that would be better described as Old Covenant and New Covenant).


In this New Covenant Jesus is establishing, He has removed the curse from the Old Covenant and opens the door for the blessings to come upon us.  Read very carefully Galatians 3:6-14-29 and answer the following questions:

1)
What is our relationship to Abraham, according to verses 7 and 9?

2) 
Consequently, are the blessings promised to Abraham ours, also (see verses 14, 16, and 29)?
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3)
What has become of the curse, according to verse 13?

4)
What role does Jesus play in this New Covenant (verse 20)?  What does that mean?

5)
What is the essential quality necessary to be a part of this New Covenant, with all 

of its blessings?  (See verses 6, 9, 11, 14, and 26).


This week, meditate on each of the Scriptures we looked at during this Lesson.  Allow their truth to sink into your spirit, to enlighten your mind, and to bring joy to your heart!
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LESSON 11
Covenant, Part Four

As indicated in Lesson Eight, the study and understanding of the Covenant is the key to unlocking the truths of the Bible, and is the powerful basis for our trusting God, God’s Word, and God’s promises!   A study of the Covenant as found in the Bible would take a lifetime.  Its concepts are found on practically every page of the Bible!  Without a proper understanding of Covenant, many of the passages in the Bible will simply not be understood properly.  


In this our last Lesson on the subject of the Covenant, study the following Scriptures pertaining to Covenant.  Ask yourself:  What is this text saying? What does it pertain to covenant?   What does it mean to me?  How would God have me respond?  What does He want me to do?
Covenant Scriptures:
Psalm 103:1-5, 17-18

Isaiah 54:8-10, 14-15, 17

Jeremiah 7:23

Jeremiah 31:31-34

John 15:12-14

Romans 4:8-15

Hebrews 6:13-19

Hebrews 8:6-13

Hebrews 9:12-22

Hebrews 10:16-20, 23b

Note:  Following are some additional verses to study.  By no means are these the only other verses relating to Covenant with God!  They are merely to give you an idea of how the concept of Covenant saturates both the Old and New Testaments (Covenants)!  


Begin today to read your Bible through “Covenant” glasses, looking for this idea throughout the Word of God.  Note how our Covenant promises include all the protection, provision, and assurance of the presence of God we need!
- 47 -
Other Verses to Study:  
Psalm 2:12

Psalm 3:8

Psalm 5:11-12

Psalm 9:10

Psalm 16:1,8

Psalm 18:1-3, 17-22, 48

Psalm 24:4-5

Psalm 25:14

Psalm 27:1

Psalm 29:11

Psalm 33:12

Psalm 34:19

Psalm 37:22

Psalm 38:21-22

Psalm 41:2

Psalm 46:1-3

Psalm 55:22

Psalm 60:12

Psalm 67:6

Psalm 89:33-35

Psalm 91:1-16

Psalm 105:8

Psalm 110:4a

Psalm 111:9

Psalm 112:1-10

Psalm 115:9-18

Psalm 119:90

Psalm 121:1-8

Psalm 128:1-6

Psalm 132:12-18

Proverbs 3:1-10

Proverbs 17:17

Proverbs 27:6, 10

Isaiah 25:9

Isaiah 26:8

Isaiah 41:10-13

Isaiah 42:6-7

Isaiah 43:1-3

Isaiah 49:16

Isaiah 59:21

Isaiah 65:22-24

Jeremiah 11:1-3
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LESSON 12

Faith, Part One

We have spent the lasts four Lessons studying the subject of the New Covenant.  Because we are in a Blood Covenant relationship with God through the Blood of Jesus Christ, we KNOW that ALL of our needs are met.  We KNOW that God will never forsake us, because He will never dishonor Himself by breaking a Covenant.


In Genesis 12 and following, God makes some awesome promises to Abraham concerning his descendants and his future.  At that point, Abraham was a child-less old man, married to a child-less old woman.  Yet, Abraham still believed God.  Note Genesis 15:6, which says, “And he believed in the Lord; and He counted it to him for righteousness.”  Abraham believed “in the Lord; yet, he was still not completely sure God was going to fulfill all the promises He had made.  So, we find Abraham asking God just two verses later, in Genesis 15:8, “…Whereby shall I know that I shall inherit it?”  It was at this point that God began the process of entering into Covenant with Abraham.  


Many of the Covenant practices are to be found beginning in Genesis 15 and continuing Genesis 17.  Take time to study those chapters, noting the Covenant God establishes with Abraham.

The notable fact we need to notice here is this: After God established the Blood Covenant with Abraham, never again did Abraham question or wonder!

Even in Genesis 22 when God tests Abraham’s faith by asking him to offer his son Isaac, Abraham is so convinced that he states that God will provide a lamb (prophetic of Jesus) and that both Abraham and Isaac would return home (See verses 5, 8, and 14.  “Jehovah Jireh”  in verse 14 means “The Lord will provide.”)  Abraham was so convinced that God would keep His Word that he did not waver or doubt.


This truth is beautifully expressed in Romans 4.  Read the entire chapter and note Abraham’s faith.  


Now, note especially verses17-21.  Go through these verses very slowly and carefully, and explain what you learn about Abraham’s faith.  What example does it give to us?
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There are a few things that need to be noted when considering faith:

1)  Hebrews 11:1 states:  “Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of 
things not seen.”  What does this mean?  Explain your answer….

2)  Hebrews 11:6 states:  “But without faith it is impossible to please Him: for he that cometh to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of them that diligently seek Him.”  Again, what does this mean?

3)  Okay, without faith we cannot please God.  How then do we get faith?  Where is it found?  The answer is found in Romans 10:17….

4)  The Word of God is the written document detailing the terms of our Covenant.  It is God’s given Word, in written form, explaining the promises of the Covenant, and pointing to the One Whose Blood made this New Covenant possible – Jesus Christ.

5)  Note Galatians 3:6-29 and study the relationship between the Covenant and our faith.

6)  EVERY promise, EVERY “blessing” (a Covenant expression) found in the Word of God is YOURS – because God has sworn an Oath to be a loyal and loving Covenant partner with us!


So, what then IS “Faith”?  A simple but accurate definition is this:  “Faith is believing what God has said, and acting upon what God said.”  Faith is knowing that God is a good God Who can be trusted.  It is knowing that God has sworn the oaths of a Covenant with us through the Blood of Jesus Christ.  It is knowing that God will NEVER dishonor His Name by breaking Covenant with us.  Therefore, faith is knowing that every Covenant promise and blessing to be found in the Word of God is absolutely true.  


Because we are in Covenant with God, He will meet every need.  He will never abandon us.  He will keep His Word.  Faith is simply believing God’s Word and then acting accordingly.  

- 50 -


Look again at Abraham’s Covenant faith in Romans 4:17-21.  Note that he trusted God, never doubted again, was fully persuaded, and staggered not at the promise of God.  He maintained his hope, even when the circumstances around him seemed to indicate the opposite.  He did not consider the outward circumstances (i.e., the agedness of his and Sarah’s bodies) and instead chose to believe the Covenant Word of God.


This is what faith is all about – simply believing what God said in His Word, and praying accordingly!


When you have a need, your Covenant partner (God) has sworn to meet that need.  He is “faithful” (another covenant term).  The key to real faith is to find a promise or principle from the Word of God that applies to your need or situation, and claim it as one of the Covenant Promises of God!


In the next Lesson you will spend a great deal of time in the Word of God studying many of the great Scriptures in the New Covenant (New Testament) concerning faith and the promises of God.  
Apply them to your own life!
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LESSON 13

Faith, Part 2

As you finish the study of Discipleship 02, study the following Scriptures and their relationship to faith.  Take your time going through these verses, marking them in your Bible and meditating on each.  
The Gospels

Note:  We will not consider all of the many texts in the Gospels pertaining to healing.  Observe, however, that faith was the essential element in people finding healing.  

Matthew 4:4

Matthew 5:18

*Matthew 6:9-15

*Matthew 6:33

*Matthew 7:7-11

Matthew 8:5-13

Matthew 8:26

Matthew 9:1-7

*Matthew 9:18-29

Matthew 13:3-9, 18-23
Matthew 13:58

Matthew 14:31

Matthew 17:14-21

Matthew 18:18-20

Matthew 19:26

Matthew 21:21-22

Matthew 24:35

Mark 4:40

Mark 5:36

Mark 6:5-6
Mark 10:27

*Mark 11:22-26

*Luke 11:1-13
*Luke 18:1-14

John 1:12

*John 3:16, 36

John 5:24

John 6:28-29

John 6:23

John 8:31-32, 36
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*John 14:12-14

John 14:21
John 15:7, 16

John 16:23-24

John 20:31
Acts

Acts 1:14

Acts 3:16

Acts 4:4

Acts 6:4
Acts 6:7

Acts 8:12

Acts 14:27

Acts 16:5

Acts 17:10-11

Acts 18:8

Acts 27:25

Romans through Revelation

Romans 1:17

Romans 2:13

Romans 3:23
* Romans 4:1-21
Romans 5:1

*Romans 8:26-39
Romans 10:8-11

Romans 12:3

1 Corinthians 12:1-11

1 Corinthians 16:13

2 Corinthians 2:20

2 Corinthians 4:13

2 Corinthians 5:7

2 Corinthians 13:5

Galatians 2:16

Galatians 3:6

Galatians 3:11

Galatians 3:24-26

Colossians 1:23

1 Thessalonians 1:8
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1 Thessalonians 2:13

2 Thessalonians 1:11

1 Timothy 1:5

1 Timothy 3:9

2 Timothy 3:7-8

2 Timothy 4:7

Hebrews 3:14

Hebrews 4:2-3,6

Hebrews 4:14-16

Hebrews 10:22-23

Hebrews 10:38

* Hebrews 11:1-40

Hebrews 12:1-2

Hebrews 13:8

James 1:5-8

James 2:14-26

James 5:17-19

1 John 3:22

1 John 5:14-15
- 55 -

- 56 -

Conclusion

Congratulations on your completion of Discipleship 02!  May the lessons you have learned in this material be the beginning of a life-time of walking with the Lord and growing in your knowledge of Him and of His Word!


If you have not already done so, find someone with whom you can share this material in a discipling relationship.

More Resources!
Kingdom Life Ministries International and Kingdom Life Bible Institute offer many
other resources to help facilitate your continuing spiritual growth.  To view what is available, or to order additional copies of Discipleship 01 and Discipleship 02, contact us at:
Kingdom Life Ministries International

P. O. Box 309

Pleasant Hill, MO  64080

Order online at:   www.klmi.us
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Test One

Lessons 1 - 7
1.
Three “General” will of God areas were mentioned in Lesson One.  List and explain them 

below.

a. S ________________________________

b. S ________________________________

c. S ________________________________

2. 
In our Mandate to fulfill the Great Commission, 10 barriers were mentioned that must be crossed.  List at least six:
3.
What is the primary message we are to proclaim to the world:  the G _________________


of the K _________________________ .

4.
What is the “Great Commission” and how is it fulfilled?

- 59 -

5.
What were the four tragic things which occurred when Adam and Even sinned?


a.



b.


c.


d.

6.
What did Jesus come to do, according to 1 John 3:8b?

7.
In Matthew 4:23-24 and in Matthew 9:35-38, there were three things that Jesus did wherever He went.  What are they?

a. T _________________________________.

b. P__________________________________.

c. H _________________________________.

8.
According to Lesson 4, what was Jesus’ motive for healing others?
9.
What are the two essential elements we must have as we go forth to do the work of the Lord?

a. P ________________________________ .

b.
A ________________________________ .

10.
Define “Gospel”
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11.
Define “Kingdom”

12.
List some of the persons mentioned in the New Testament whose message was “The Gospel of the Kingdom” (Lesson Six)

13.
What does preaching the Gospel of the Kingdom mean to you?  How will this impact you and your ministry?
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Test Two
Lessons 8 - 13
1.
What are some covenant terms and practices which are still common in today’ society?

2.
Describe the Covenant sense of the following four Biblical words:

a. Friend

b. Remember

c. Love / Lovingkindness
d. Faithfulness
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3.
Describe the normal covenant practices and procedures.

4.
Three Old Testament Covenants were described in Lesson Nine.  Describe each.
a. Between God and Abraham

b. Between Jonathan and David

c. Between Israel and the Gibeonites
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5.
Describe the blessings and the curses of the covenant mentioned in Deuteronomy 28.
6.
Describe how Jesus has come to establish a New Covenant.

7.
What is “faith” as defined in Lesson Twelve?

8.
Explain why being in a covenant relationship with God is the basis for having real faith.
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Note to Student:

1.
Please ask someone to verify your course-work and check your tests.  

2.
Have them fill out the form below and return the form to you.  

3.
Then, return the form to the person who gave you this course material.  

4.
If you received the material directly from Kingdom Life Bible Institute, USA, then please mail copies of your tests and the Proctor’s Acknowledgment form to:

Kingdom Life Bible Institute

P. O. Box 309

Pleasant Hill, MO  60480

USA
(_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  

Proctor’s Acknowledgment
(Please fill out and return to student)
Student’s signature: ______________________________________________________________

Student’s name (printed): __________________________________________________________
Student’s address: ________________________________________________________________
Course Name: ___________________________________________________________________
I, the undersigned, acknowledge that the student above has completed all of the course-work and tests associated with this class.



Signed: ____________________________________________________________


Please print your name: _______________________________________________


Date: ______________________________________________________________
Questions:  email us at   klbi@klmi.us
