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CHAPTER ONE
“A Quest for Truth”

The booklet you hold in your hand is the story of a quest – a quest for truth.  It is my story, and I pray your story will be similar.  It is the story of my search for the truth about the subject of the filling of the Holy Spirit.


From my earliest childhood I was taught in the little Baptist church I attended to believe what the Bible had to say.  I was taught that the Bible was the final Authority in all matters relating to life and truth.  I cut my teeth on the Word of God, and it became a very important part of my life – even from childhood.


I grew up in a dysfunctional home, with an abusive father.  But, the house and neighborhood I lived in as a child was a wonderful place for a boy.  We had five acres of wooded hills behind our home, with a creek running through it, and even a small waterfall.  I spent hours there.


Because my father was not the loving kind of person my young heart yearned for, I began early in my life seeking the solace of my Heavenly Father.  In those woods, I would read my Bible.  I would pray.  I would offer myself to God, saying, “God, you can have me.  I am Yours.  Do with me what You want.”  And, the cry of my heart was always, “God, I want to feel closer to You.”  I wanted to be fruitful for Him, and I wanted to have intimate fellowship with Him.

God honored the first of those prayers.  I led my first soul to Christ when I was 13 years old.  I preached my first sermon when I was 14 years old.  People used to always tell me that they knew God had a special plan for my life.    I believed it, too.   I just 
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knew God had something in store for me, not because I was somebody great, but because He is Somebody great!


The answer to the second prayer, however, was slower in coming.  Yes, I would have isolated times of feeling close to God, but it never was consistent.  My relationship with Him was one of seeking to serve Him, in order to gain His approval.  Unfortunately, like every other person on the face of this earth, I could never, in my own power, live up to the expectations laid out for me in the Word of God, and I would fail.  Then I would feel guilty.  Then, in order to alleviate the guilt, I would seek to do something for God, to “perform” better.  And, of course, eventually I would fail, and the cycle would start all over again.  I was on a treadmill, going in a circle, afraid to get off, yet not satisfied spiritually.

Eventually I went to a small Baptist college in southern Missouri.  I was studying music, when I felt the undeniable call of God on my life to be in the preaching ministry.  Many ministers talk about how they ran from God’s call upon their life; I embraced it.  I was joyful to know that God had a wonderful plan for my life!


The denomination I grew up in was very strong on preaching the Word and salvation, but very short on preaching anything to do with the Holy Spirit.  I was taught that those people who believed in the baptism / filling of the Holy Spirit, and in spiritual gifts, were heretical in their doctrine.  Yet, I still had that old longing to feel closer to God.


One day I was sitting with some other ministerial students in the student union of the college I was attending.  Somehow or other the conversation turned to the subject of miracles, healing, spiritual gifts, and the filling of the Holy Spirit.  Suddenly a question was birthed in my heart:  “What if it is true?  What if there IS more to this than I have been accepting?”
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As I have indicated, if my Baptist background did anything, it taught me to love the Word of God, and to believe what it says.  So, I began a quest, a quest to discover the truth about the subject of the baptism, filling, and gifts of the Holy Spirit.  


I began digging into the Word of God, searching out anything and everything I could find about this subject.  This booklet is an accounting of what I discovered.  I eventually found the closeness of fellowship with God that I was seeking, and my fruitfulness for Him was dramatically increased!  I now experience the intimate presence of God in my life, and I now have the awesome power of God in my life!


It is my earnest prayer that you, too will discover what I discovered, as together we look at what the Word of God has to say about the filling of the Holy Spirit.

As I began my quest through the Word of God, I wanted to find answers to three questions:


1)  Why should you be filled with the Holy Spirit?


2)  How can a person be filled with the Holy Spirit?


3)  And, what will happen when a person is filled with the 

     Holy Spirit?


This booklet is devoted to answering those three questions.  I pray God will help your mind to be open to the truth, your will to be yielded to whatever God wants to say or do, and your heart to be insatiably hungry for more of God’s presence and power in your life!
(Note:  In this booklet I have used the term “filling” of the Holy Spirit primarily.  There is another term, called the “baptism” of the Holy Spirit.  My study of God’s Word has led me to believe that there is an initial baptizing into the Spirit, which will result in subsequent fillings.  One way to describe it is to envision a sponge in a pan of water.  Is the sponge in the water, or is the water in the sponge?  Both are true.  We are “baptized” into the Holy Spirit, and consequently, we are “filled” with Him.  Not wanting to “split hairs” over theological terminology, and for simplicity’s sake, I have used the term “filling” for both terms.)
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CHAPTER TWO
“Why Should You be

Filled with the Holy Spirit?”

The first question I wanted answers for was, “Why should a person be filled with the Holy Spirit?”  My study of the Bible led me to conclude that there was strong evidence in the Word of God to indicate that there is another experience subsequent to salvation.  This experience is the baptism / filling of the Holy Spirit.  I found four reasons why we need to be filled with the Holy Spirit.
Jesus Was Filled with the Holy Spirit


Jesus was conceived by the Holy Spirit!  His entire life He walked in obedience to God, and was indwelt by His Spirit.  Yet, the Word of God tells us that there came a time when Jesus was baptized in water, and that the Holy Spirit then came upon Him in a new and fresh way.


Matthew 3:16-17 – “And Jesus, when he was baptized, went up straightway out of the water: and, lo, the heavens were opened unto him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove, and lighting upon him: And lo a voice from heaven, saying, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.”


The Bible indicates that Jesus Himself was filled with the Holy Spirit, and anointed of the Holy Spirit.


Acts 10:38  says that “…God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Ghost and with power: Who went about doing good, and healing all that were oppressed of the devil; for God was with him.”
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It is very interesting to note that the Bible gives no record of Jesus ever preaching a sermon or performing a miracle before the Holy Spirit came upon Him at His baptism!  If Jesus felt it important to have the experience of being filled with the Holy Spirit, then how much more so do we need to!
The Early Church

Was Filled with the Holy Spirit


In the book of Acts we find at least five instances when the Holy Spirit came upon the believers in a supernatural way.


At Pentecost the Believers were filled with the Holy Spirit.  Acts 2:1-4 gives us a record of this event:

“And when the day of Pentecost was fully come, they were all with one accord in one place. And suddenly there came a sound from heaven as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled all the house where they were sitting. And there appeared unto them cloven tongues like as of fire, and it sat upon each of them.  And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance.”


In John 20:21-22 we read: “Then said Jesus to them again, Peace be unto you: as my Father hath sent me, even so send I you.  And when he had said this, he breathed on them, and saith unto them, Receive ye the Holy Ghost.”


In the original Greek language, the words “receive ye” are aortist imperative, indicating a single act of reception, at that historical moment.  Technically, it was at this moment that the disciples became born again Christians, in the New Testament sense.  At the moment Jesus breathed on them and uttered those words, the Holy Spirit immediately began to indwell  them.  Yet, Jesus later instructs them to not begin their ministry until after they had experienced something else from the Holy Spirit:
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Luke 24:49  -  “And, behold, I send the promise of my Father upon you: but tarry ye in the city of Jerusalem, until ye be endued with power from on high.”

It is evident from the above that there IS an experience, after one is saved, in which He encounters the Holy Spirit in a new and different way.  But, the Bible gives further evidence to show why we should be filled with the Holy Spirit.

The Samaritans were filled with the Holy Spirit.  The record of this is found in Acts, chapter 8.  Philip has gone to Samaria, and has preached Christ unto them.  Many people embraced his message, and became believers.  Note now Acts 8:14-17, which tells what happened after these events:


“Now when the apostles which were at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had received the word of God, they sent unto them Peter and John: Who, when they were come down, prayed for them, that they might receive the Holy Ghost: (For as yet he was fallen upon none of them: only they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.) Then laid they their hands on them, and they received the Holy Ghost.”


The believers in Samaria were baptized in the Holy Spirit  some time after they became believers.

Paul was filled with the Holy Spirit.  After encountering Jesus on the road to Damascus in Acts, chapter 9, Paul is temporarily blinded.   God then instructs a man by the name of Ananias to go to Paul.  In verses 17-18 we see what happened:


“And Ananias went his way, and entered into the house; and putting his hands on him said, Brother Saul, the Lord, even Jesus, that appeared unto thee in the way as thou camest, hath sent me, that thou mightest receive thy sight, and be filled with the Holy Ghost. And immediately there fell from his eyes as it had been scales: and he received sight forthwith, and arose, and was baptized. 
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In Acts 10, Cornelius and others were filled with the Holy Spirit.  Cornelius was a man who feared God, but who had not heard the Way of salvation as found in Jesus.  God sent Peter to instruct Cornelius.  Peter began sharing with Cornelius, and the Bible says in verses 44-45. . .


“While Peter yet spake these words, the Holy Ghost fell on all them which heard the word. And they of the circumcision which believed were astonished, as many as came with Peter, because that on the Gentiles also was poured out the gift of the Holy Ghost.”


In this instance, Cornelius was born again and filled with the Holy Spirit all at once.  The point here is that there is indeed an experience of being filled with the Holy Spirit.


The Ephesian believers were filled with the Holy Spirit.  Acts 19 tells how Paul came upon some believers in Ephesus.  He assumes they are already New Testament believers, and he asks them in verse 2:  “Have ye received the Holy Ghost since ye believed?”  The clear implication here is that Paul expects the believers to have two distinct experiences; one of becoming a believer, and one of being filled with the Holy Spirit.

Acts 19, verse 6 tells what happened:


“And when Paul had laid his hands upon them, the Holy Ghost came on them; and they spake with tongues, and prophesied.”

So, why should we be filled with the Holy Spirit?  First, because Jesus was filled.  Second, because the believers in the early church were filled.  But there is a third reason why we should be filled with the Holy Spirit:
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We are Commanded to be

Filled with the Holy Spirit


Ephesians 5:18b reads, “…be filled with the Spirit.”  This is a clear command to believers.  It is interesting to note that nowhere in the Bible do we find a command to be indwelt by the Holy Spirit.  The reason for this is because we already are indwelt, when we become born again believers.  This is what happened to the disciples in John 20:21.  This is what happens to us when we invite Jesus to be the Savior and Lord of our lives.  


Note the following from Romans, chapter 8:


Verse 9:  “ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you. Now if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his.”
    
Verses 14-16:  “For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God. For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear; but ye have received the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father. The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God.”


It is clear that one of the results of entering into a relationship with Jesus Christ is that we experience the indwelling of the Holy Spirit.  Yet, we saw in Ephesians 5:18b above that we are given a command – a command to be filled with the Holy Spirit.  Notice with me four very interesting things about this command:

It is in the Passive Voice.  This simply means that just as a glass cannot fill itself with water, we cannot fill ourselves with the Holy Spirit.  It is something God does.


It is in the Present Tense.  When Jesus breathed on the disciples and told them to receive the Holy Spirit in John 20:21-22, 
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we saw that this was a single, for all time experience.  Here in Ephesians 5:18b, though, the tense is different.  It is in the Present Tense. In the original Greek, the present tense means something that was completed in the past, but occurs repeatedly in the present.  We receive the Holy Spirit’s filling at some point in time, but we continue to repeat the experience into the present and beyond.  There is an initial filling of the Holy Spirit, but there are also repeated fillings.  It is possible to experience the initial filling, and then to leave that to instead walk in the flesh.  When this happens, we repent, ask for God’s forgiveness and cleansing, and ask Him to again fill us with His Spirit.

It is Continuous Action.  Similar to the Present Tense, Continuous Action means that what happened to us in the past, our filling in the Holy Spirit, is to be a continuous, current, contemporary experience as well.  The filling of the Holy Spirit is not to be something that occurred only in the past.  It is to be continually happening in our lives in the present.  It is something that ought to be occurring in our lives constantly, allowing the Holy Spirit to control and fill us.

It is in the Imperative Mood.  This means that it is a command to be filled.  It is a clear directive from God.  We are not commanded to be indwelt by the Holy Spirit, because that is something that has already happened in our lives, and cannot be undone.  However, we are commanded to be filled with the Holy Spirit because there is always the danger that we will step back into our old lives of walking in the flesh, rather than in the Spirit.  Thus, it is essential that we, as an act of our will, obey this command to yield to the Spirit’s filling.


There is a final reason why we should be filled with the Holy Spirit.  We do so because, first, Jesus was filled; second, because the early church was filled; and third, because we are commanded to be filled.  However, it is important to know that, fourth, 
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We will Never be Successful in Obeying Any of the Bible’s Other Commands if we Do Not Obey the Command to Be Filled with the Holy Spirit


There are many commands in the Bible  -  admonitions that, when obeyed, enable us to live the kind of blessed life God wants for us.  Jesus said in Matthew 22 that the Greatest Commandment was to love God and to love others as ourselves.  


However, it truly is impossible for us to adequately fulfill any of the commandments God has given to us, including the Great Commandment to love God and others, if we are not obeying this command – to be filled with the Holy Spirit.


It is the Holy Spirit’s filling that enables us to be fruitful for God.  It is His power which enables us to perform His will, to accomplish His agenda, to walk in obedience.


And, more importantly, it is the Holy Spirit’s filling that enables us to experience the joy of intimate fellowship with God!  


We cannot effectively obey God’s will and Word, we cannot bear much lasting fruit for Him, and we will never know the joy of deeply fellowshipping with Him – if we do not obey the command to be filled with the Holy Spirit.
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CHAPTER THREE
“How are you Filled with the Holy Spirit?”

We have established the answers to the first of our questions concerning what the Bible has to say about the filling of the Holy Spirit: “Why should we be filled with the Holy Spirit?”  We come now to the second of the three questions that need to be answered:  “How are you filled with the Holy Spirit?”

There are five clear steps to being filled with the Holy Spirit.  If any of the five does not occur, then we will never know the Spirit’s fullness in our lives.

1)  Hunger and Thirst.  

John 7:37-39  -  “In the last day, that great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried, saying, If any man thirst, let him come unto me, and drink. He that believeth on me, as the scripture hath said, out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water. (But this spake he of the Spirit, which they that believe on him should receive: for the Holy Ghost was not yet given; because that Jesus was not yet glorified.)”

Jesus is saying that in order to receive the Spirit’s fullness, the first thing that must occur is you must have a great hunger for Him.  We’re not talking about the kind of attitude that says, “Hmm, that sounds like it might be nice. . . .”    That kind of attitude will not get you anywhere.  Instead, the longing for all of the Lord in your life has to be an insatiable longing, a thirsting that will settle for nothing less than all of His fullness.  

A. W. Tozer wrote the following:  


“Before we can be filled with the Spirit, the desire to be filled must be all-consuming.  It must be. . .so acute, so intrusive as 
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to crowd out everything else.  The degree of fullness in any life accords perfectly with the intensity of true desire.  We have as much of God as we actually want.”

This is the kind of thirsting Jesus was talking about.  Our desire for all of the Spirit’s fullness must be overwhelming, so much so that we will settle for nothing else.  

Everybody has an inner sense of hunger and thirst.  Most of the major religions in the world have one thing in common:  they are seeking to establish a relationship with their god.  Unfortunately, many are seeking a relationship with the wrong god.  And, others are seeking the right God, but in the wrong way.  Notice what God said to Jeremiah:

“Be astonished, O ye heavens, at this, and be horribly afraid, be ye very desolate, saith the Lord. For my people have committed two evils; they have forsaken me the fountain of living waters, and hewed them out cisterns, broken cisterns, that can hold no water.”  Jeremiah 2:12-13

God in essence said to Jeremiah, “Something unspeakable has happened, something horrible, something that ought to cause everyone to be astonished.  The closest example I can give is the kind of reaction most of the world experienced when the Twin Towers of the World Trade Center in New York City were destroyed by terrorists.  It was a reaction of being aghast, of unbelievably stunned.


What was it that God says should create that kind of a reaction?  What was this serious occurrence that ought to leave us speechless and flabbergasted?  It was that God’s people had committed two evils.


The first evil is that they had forsaken God, their fountain of living waters.   People who pursue whatever religion are seeking 
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a relationship with their god.  The God we serve desires to have intimate fellowship with us.  He wants to live and abide within us.  He wants to fill us with His presence, with His Spirit.  This kind of experience is likened to a fountain of refreshing, replenishing, rejuvenating water bubbling within and out of us.  God has chosen to make His abode within us, enabling us to have the most intimate of relationship and fellowship with Him.  The astonishing evil He speaks of here is that His people have forsaken Him!  They have turned off the spigot of God’s overwhelming, overflowing presence in their lives!  Astonishing!


The second evil God mentions to Jeremiah is that, having forsaken the fountain of living waters, they now build cisterns – broken cisterns!  A cistern was a cavity carved in a rock that would hold rainwater. This water quickly became stale and unpalatable.  It was not very refreshing.  As the fountain of living water represents relationship with God, the cistern represents religion.  God is saying that His people have substituted fountains of living water for a cistern!  And it is a broken cistern – one that cannot satisfy!


Remember, the major objective of each of the world’s major religions is to establish relationship with their God.  Unbelievably, many of God’s people have substituted religion for a true and fulfilling relationship with God!  They are going through all of the “religious” motions of reading their Bibles, praying, attending church, etc., but all along they continue to feel a longing for something more, for a more deeply felt intimacy with the God they are worshipping.  They know there is more to their experience with God, but they are not finding it.  So, they continue drinking out of the cistern of their religion, all the while desiring the fountain of living water of a relationship with God.

What is this fountain of living water God wants us to tap into?  What is it that will satisfy that inner thirst within each of us – a thirst for more of God’s presence in our lives, for a more intimate fellowship with Him?   It is through the filling of the Holy 
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Spirit!  This is what Jesus was talking about in John 7 above, when He says, “If any man thirst, let him come unto me, and drink. He that believeth on me, as the scripture hath said, out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water.”

Jesus elaborates on this also in John 4:14  - “But whosoever drinketh of the water that I shall give him shall never thirst; but the water that I shall give him shall be in him a well of water springing up into everlasting life.” 

The first step to being filled with the Holy Spirit is this:  We must have an intense longing, an inner “thirsting” for God in our lives.  It is the kind of thirst that is so emphatic and insistent that it overrides everything else in our lives.  

2)  Confess Sin

    
Once we become insatiably thirsty for more of God, the next logical thing that occurs is that we want to remove any and every thing that stands in the way of that being accomplished.  We don’t want anything to hinder our intimate fellowship with our God.  Consequently, we repent of and turn our back on things that interfere with that.  

Observe two things.   First, our motive for confessing our sin and turning our back on it is not out of a sense of an unhealthy fear of God.  Nor is it done to “earn points” with God.  Rather, we confess sin so that nothing creates a barrier between Him and us.  


Imagine a husband and wife who have been quarrelling.  They still have the relationship of being married to each other, but they are not in fellowship with one another.  To reestablish intimacy of fellowship, they will seek to reconcile with one another by asking for forgiveness.  So it is with our relationship and fellowship with God.  When we sin, we turn from it and ask His forgiveness in order that the intimacy we know from being in close fellowship with God can be restored.  This is our motive.
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The second thing I want you to observe relates to our motive also.  Suppose I was very thirsty, and came upon a glass with some pebbles in it lying beside a clear fountain.  Because I was thirsty, I wanted as much water as I could get.   I would remove the pebbles and fill the glass to the brim with water.  If I had left the pebbles in the glass, I could not truly say that the glass was full of water.  I would have to say, “It has water in it, and it also has pebbles in it.”  My desire is to remove the pebbles so that the glass can be full of water.

So it is in our desire to be filled with the Holy Spirit.  We have a great thirst in our lives for all of God’s presence and power that we can possibly get.  We won’t settle for anything less than His complete filling.  So what do we do?  We get rid of anything that interferes with His filling!  We confess our sin.  We know we cannot be filled with His Spirit as long as there are other things crowding out space in our lives.

In order to be filled with the Spirit we have to remove anything that interferes with His filling.  


3) Surrender / Yield to God.

The third step to being filled with the Holy Spirit is that we must completely surrender and yield to Him.  This relates closely to the things we just saw above.  Our hearts cry is, “God, I want to have all of You in my life!  I want to have great intimacy with You!  I want to experience Your presence and power in the absolute fullest possible sense!”  You cannot say this kind of prayer and at the same time say, “Oh, by the way, God, the things that are in this closet are off limits to You.  I want You to leave these things alone.”  

Our lives have a lot of “closets” – areas where we hide things such as sins, habits, and secret passions and desires.  If we are truly serious about wanting God’s fullness in our lives, it means we surrender every aspect of our lives to Him.       If you are 
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still wanting to cling to the cistern of things in your life, you cannot experience the fullness of God’s fountain of living water.  We embrace the “things” of life because we inwardly believe they are going to satisfy some longing, some need that we have, whether it be the need for security or for pleasure.  Remember, the only thing that will truly satisfy you in life is fellowship with God.  When you are filled with the Holy Spirit of God, walking with Him in intimacy with Him, then you know the true source of fulfillment.  This can only happen when you place your trust in Him, not in the things of your life.  You have to be willing to surrender everything to Him.

If you are not willing to surrender to Him, and if you are still clinging to the “things” of this life, then it is evident you are not thirsting enough yet for all of God’s fullness in your life.  You cannot desire God’s fullness and at the same time desire things.  Surrender it all to God!  He will take care of you!  He loves you!  He is your Source!  He will meet your every need – spiritual, physical, emotional, financial, and relational!  Yield to His control in your life!


One other quick thought:  We are not to be motivated by what we hope God will give us or do for us when we surrender and yield to God.  We are not seeking God’s hand, we are seeking His heart.  We are not looking for the blessing, we are longing for the Blesser!


4)  Ask.

Jesus said in Luke 11:9-13:


“And I say unto you, Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you. For every one that asketh receiveth; and he that seeketh findeth; and to him that knocketh it shall be opened. If a son shall ask bread of any of you that is a father,  will he give him a stone?  Or if he ask a 
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fish, will he for a fish give him a serpent? Or if he shall ask an egg, will he offer him a scorpion? If ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto your children: how much more shall your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to them that ask him?” 

  
In the passage above, there is an inner hunger on the part of the one doing the asking, seeking, and knocking.  Note:  He asked for bread, for a fish, for an egg.  He is “hungry”.  We have already established that we, too, must be hungry and thirsty for all of God in our lives.  The words asking, seeking, and knocking in the original Greek all mean you keep on asking, you keep on seeking, you keep on knocking.  It implies a persistence that will not be deterred.  It will not be denied.  When we come to God, asking Him to fill us with His fullness, with this intensity of longing, God promises to answer us!  When we are that hungry, that thirsty, that determined, that relentless in our pursuit of all of God in our lives, God is pleased, and will grant our heart’s desire.

Psalm 37:4 says, “Delight thyself also in the Lord; and he shall give thee the desires of thine heart.”  When the Lord Himself is the delight of your heart, the longing and yearning of every fiber of your being, then He promises to grant you that which your heart desires.  He will fill you with Himself.  

5)  Receive by Faith.
    
When you became a Christian, you prayed to God, asking Him to forgive you of your sins, to come into your life, and to be your Savior and Lord.  You believed that He had heard and answered your prayer.  The same is true when we ask God for this second spiritual experience, the filling of His Holy Spirit.  We have the Spirit indwelling us, and now we are asking Him to fill us, to baptize us into Himself.  When we have met the first four requirements for being filled with His Spirit, then we are to receive by faith, not by feeling, what God has promised us – His filling!
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CHAPTER FOUR
“What Happens when you are

Filled with the Holy Spirit?”

We have answered the first two of three questions:  “Why should you be filled with the Holy Spirit?” and “How are you filled with the Holy Spirit?” This brings us to the third:  What happens when you are filled with the Holy Spirit?”  


Undoubtedly there are more, however, I would like to share nine wonderful things that are going to happen to you when you are filled with the Holy Spirit!

1)  You will be empowered to witness.  


In Luke 24:47-48 Jesus instructs His disciples to go into all nations to witness:

 “And that repentance and remission of sins should be preached in his name among all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. And ye are witnesses of these things.”

Before they went, however, Jesus instructs them in verse 49 to not go until they had been empowered to do so:

“And, behold, I send the promise of my Father upon you: but tarry ye in the city of Jerusalem, until ye be endued with power from on high.”  

The power to witness Jesus spoke of was the Holy Spirit.  Acts 1:8 speaks of this, also.  Jesus said, 

“But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth.”
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On the day of Pentecost, the Holy Spirit descended upon the disciples.  From that point onward, the disciples, who had been cowardly beforehand, were now bold, powerful, and effective witnesses for Christ.  We, too, will receive power to witness effectively for Christ when we are filled with the Holy Spirit.

2)  You will have the Fruit of the Spirit.


Galatians 5:22-23  -  “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, [Meekness, temperance (self-control). . . .”


The Fruit of the Spirit has to do with our Christian character.  When we are filled with the Holy Spirit, He creates within us His own godly character.  The Spirit Himself creates within us love, joy, peace, faith, etc. 


In some Charismatic and Pentecostal circles, strong emphasis is placed on the gifts of the Spirit (#3 below) as being the primary indicator of a Spirit-filled life.  Spiritual Gifts certainly are a legitimate experience of the Spirit-filled believer’s life and ministry.  However, unfortunately, it is possible for a person who possesses a gift of the Spirit to walk in the flesh.  Many people exercise their gift of tongues, for instance, on Sunday, and then live like the devil Monday through Saturday!  


The possessing of Spiritual Gifts is not the primary indicator of the Spirit-filled life; rather it is the fruit of the Spirit, our Christ-like character which is the true indicator. 


3)  You will have the Gifts of the Spirit.

As the fruit of the Spirit has to do with our Christian character, the Gifts of the Spirit have to do with our Christian conduct.  The Holy Spirit gives to each believer certain “gifts”, or endowments of spiritual power, to further the cause of Christ in this world, and to build up and strengthen the body of Christ.
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Listings of the Gifts are found in the following passages:

Romans 12:6-8  -  “Having then gifts differing according to the grace that is given to us, whether prophecy, let us prophesy according to the proportion of faith; Or ministry, let us wait on our ministering: or he that teacheth, on teaching; Or he that exhorteth, on exhortation: he that giveth, let him do it with simplicity; he that ruleth, with diligence; he that sheweth mercy, with cheerfulness. 

    
1 Corinthians 12:7-10  -  “But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to every man to profit withal. For to one is given by the Spirit the word of wisdom; to another the word of knowledge by the same Spirit; To another faith by the same Spirit; to another the gifts of healing by the same Spirit; To another the working of miracles; to another prophecy; to another discerning of spirits; to another divers kinds of tongues; to another the interpretation of tongues.”
    
1 Corinthians 12:28  -  “God hath set some in the church, first apostles, secondarily prophets, thirdly teachers, after that miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, governments, diversities of tongues.”

    
Ephesians 4:11  -  “And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers.”

God has empowered us to serve Him by giving us Spiritual Gifts.  They are to be used in His service in building up the body of Christ, and in extending His Kingdom world-wide.


4)  Your prayer life will be enhanced.
When you are filled with the Holy Spirit, you find that whereas your prayer life was difficult before, it now has become a very natural part of your spiritual experience!
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Romans 8:26 tells us, “Likewise the Spirit also helpeth our infirmities: for we know not what we should pray for as we ought: but the Spirit itself maketh intercession for us with groanings which cannot be uttered.”


Jude 20 says, “ye, beloved, building up yourselves on your most holy faith, praying in the Holy Ghost.”

Being filled with the Holy Spirit better enables us to pray effectively.


5)  You will have a greater hunger for, and understanding of, God’s Word.

John 15:26  -  “But when the Comforter is come, whom I will send unto you from the Father, even the Spirit of truth, which proceedeth from the Father, he shall testify of me.”


John 16:13  -  “Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and he will shew you things to come.” 


The truth referred to in the above verses is the Word of God (See John 17:17).  

Another benefit that comes from being filled with the Holy Spirit is that God’s Word suddenly comes alive for us.  I remember a story about a young woman who read a book, and found it not very interesting.  Later she met the book’s author and fell in love with him.  She read his book a second time, and this time thought it was marvelous.  


So it is when you are filled with the Holy Spirit.  Suddenly you love God’s Word!  You cannot get enough of it!  What was shrouded in darkness to you before is suddenly illuminated by the light of the Holy Spirit, the Author of the Word of God!
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6)  You will see your faith strengthened.

Closely related to the Word of God coming alive in your life is the fact that, consequently, your faith will be strengthened.  



Romans 10:17 says, “So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the Word of God.”

The Bible said, above, that faith comes from the Word of God.  When we are filled with the Holy Spirit, suddenly we cannot get enough of God’s Word.  And, the more of God’s Word we get into our minds, hearts, spirits, and lives, the more our capacity for faith is increased!  You will find that nothing seems impossible!  Why?  Because nothing is impossible with God, and He now lives within you and is filling you with His presence!  


7)  You will be more sensitive to sin.

When you are filled with the Holy Spirit, you will become more aware of, and sensitive to, sin.
First, you will become more and more aware of the things in your own life that are displeasing to God, and you will want to confess it.  Secondly you will become more sensitive to the sins that are in society.  Your heart will be grieved by the darkness that permeates our world.

8)  You will have victory over sin.


Galatians 5:16 says:


“This I say then, Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh.”


As you become more sensitive to sin, you will also find that you now have the ability to overcome temptation and sin in your life!    You have a new power residing in you!   You can overcome 
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anything the devil throws at you!  You begin to live in the promise of 1 Corinthians 10:13:


“There hath no temptation taken you but such as is common to man: but God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; but will with the temptation also make a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it.”


In our own strength, we can never overcome temptation.  The power to overcome temptation and be victorious over sin comes from the Holy Spirit, who fills and empowers us.


9)  You will have a passion for the things of God.


When you are filled with the Holy Spirit, you will find that you have a great passion for God’s Word, for God’s will, and for God’s ways in your life.  Reading your Bible, praying, morning devotions, church attendance – all suddenly become much more appealing to you.  They go from being your religious duty to being your heart’s desire – a desire for a deeper walk with God, for more intimate fellowship with Him!  

Your passion will be for the things of God, but it will, especially, be for God Himself in your life!  Being filled with the Holy Spirit causes you to fall in love with Jesus!  You will find that your relationship with Him becomes more and more fulfilling and satisfying.  You will yearn to be closer and closer to God in intimate fellowship.  The same spiritual hunger and thirst that brought into the experience of the filling of the Holy Spirit will create an even deeper hunger and thirst – for more and more of God in your life!


Thirsting for more of God in your life will result in His filling you, creating an even more intense desire for more of Him in your life!


Be filled with the Spirit!  Come to God and tell Him you have to have more of His presence and power in your life!  Hunger 
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for it!   Thirst for it!   Ask for it!   Receive it!  Experience a deeper, 
more personal and intimate fellowship with God, and then walk in the fruitfulness that comes from that fellowship!

Enjoy the many wonderful benefits that come from being filled with the Holy Spirit!
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EPILOGUE

My diligent search into the Word of God resulted in the truths which I have just communicated with you in this booklet.  I found the answers to my questions, “Why should I be filled with the Holy Spirit?  How can I be filled with the Holy Spirit?  What will happen when I am filled with the Holy Spirit?”

When I came to the truth in these matters, as revealed in the Bible, I became intensely spiritually thirsty.  I wanted this!  My desire was insatiable!  I began praying, asking God to fill me with His Spirit.  This quest went on for about two months, and I was getting hungrier and hungrier for all that God had showed me in His Word to be my own personal experience.


On New Year’s Eve, 1982, I was so spiritually hungry and thirsty, that I told my wife, Maggie, that I wasn’t going to go through another year without this experience!  There was a place on campus where I would often go to pray.  I said to her, “I’m going out there, and I’m not coming back until I have resolved this!”  I was desperate.

I went to my place of prayer, which was an empty field, on a hill, adjacent to the college.  I walked around out there for probably an hour, and it seemed like my prayers weren’t going anywhere.  I wasn’t connecting with God like I wanted.  Finally, I headed back to the car and started to put the key in the ignition.  But then I said to myself, “No, I said I wasn’t going back until this was resolved and I won’t!”  I was so hungry, so thirsty, so desperate!   I didn’t care what my ministerial student friends or professors thought.  I didn’t care if I was committing career suicide by being filled.  I told God I didn’t even care if I spoke in tongues or not.  I just had to be filled with Him!

I began walking back to the hill, and halfway between my car and my prayer place I was suddenly overcome by the presence and power of God!  He filled me mightily!  I was overwhelmed with a sudden sense of intense joy and peace!    Normally I was not 
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very demonstrative in my expressions of worship, but I found myself on that hill dancing about, with my arms raised toward Heaven, loudly expressing my love to God.  I was overwhelmed with the nearness of God!  I was filled with His Spirit!


From that day forward my life and ministry were changed.  I fell in love with Jesus.  I fell in love with His Word and couldn’t get enough of it.  I understood it like never before.  My prayer life came alive.  I preached and taught with much more power and anointing.  I had the presence and the power of God in my life like never before.  I now knew what it was to have intimate fellowship with God and to be empowered to be much more fruitful for Him.  My life will never be the same.

Not everyone’s experience is going to be identical to mine.  Some will have a much more intensely expressive filling, while others will have a quieter experience.  Either way, God is eager and waiting to fill you with His Spirit!  Follow the steps indicated in His Word, as written in this booklet, and you too will experience the filling of the Holy Spirit.

I am concluding this booklet with two prayers.  The first is a prayer you need to pray – sincerely and from you heart - to receive Jesus as your Lord and Savior, if you have never done this before.  This has to be done first before you can experience the filling of the Holy Spirit.
The second prayer is a prayer to serve as a guide in helping you to experience the filling of the Holy Spirit yourself.
Prayer for Salvation
“Dear God in Heaven, I admit to you that I have been rebellious, disobedient, and sinful.  I truly regret this, and am so sorry I have done so.  I want to turn my back on this kind of a life and I want now to yield every aspect of my life to You.  I believe that Jesus died on the cross in my place, thereby paying the penalty and incurring the consequences for my sin Himself.   I believe Jesus is God and that He rose from the dead.  I  ask You to forgive me of all my sins, and I ask You to come into my life now as my Savior and as my Lord (to be in control of my life).  I am trusting You to take care of me, and I am committing to live my life from now on in obedience to You and to Your Word the Bible.  Thank You, God, for hearing my prayer, and for enabling me to have a new relationship with You both now and in Heaven!  In Jesus’ name, Amen.”
Prayer for the Filling of the Holy Spirit
“Dear Heavenly Father, I want all of You in my life!  I cannot go through life without all of Your fullness!  I believe what Your Word says about being filled with Your Spirit, and I have an intense longing to experience it.  I want Your presence and Your power in my life.  I want to be in intimate fellowship with You and to be fruitful for You. I yield everything to You now.   Please fill me with Your Holy Spirit.  In Jesus’ name I receive Your filling now by faith.  Amen.”
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