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CHAPTER ONE
“Introductory Matters”

Nestled among the words of Paul the Apostle in the New Testament are four prayers.  Two are found in the book of Ephesians, one in Philippians, and one in Colossians.  The longest is only seven verses long.  


Yet, in spite of their brevity, they are monumental in their importance.  Why?  Because they reveal the heart of God concerning His will for you!  God’s will is expressed in God’s Word.  And, these words, these prayers, are what God wants for you!  They reveal that God is a good God Who desires good in your life!  He desires to bless you!  


This booklet is devoted to examining these four mini-prayers.  You are encouraged to read these prayers carefully and then read them prayerfully.  Pray them for yourself.  Pray them for your loved ones.


Remember:  God’s Word is God’s will, and God always answers prayers that are prayed according to His will!
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CHAPTER TWO
“The Enlightened Life”

Ephesians 1:15-19 -  “Wherefore I also, after I heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus, and love unto all the saints, [16] Cease not to give thanks for you, making mention of you in my prayers; [17] That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give unto you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of him: [18] The eyes of your understanding being enlightened; that ye may know what is the hope of his calling, and what the riches of the glory of his inheritance in the saints, [19] And what is the exceeding greatness of his power to us-ward who believe, according to the working of his mighty power.” 

I am calling this first prayer the prayer for the Enlightened life, because the primary request Paul is making of our Lord is that the believers might receive enlightenment.  


First, however, notice that Paul mentions two very important characteristics of the believers he is praying for.

Two Essential Christian Characteristics


1)  Their faith in the Lord Jesus.  The Ephesians evidently had quite a reputation – a reputation that was known far and wide, because Paul had heard of it from afar.  The first thing he heard about was the extraordinary faith they had.


The kind of faith Paul is referring to here is not a mere belief in the historical reality of the man Jesus.  It goes far beyond that.  It means they put their lives and destinies in the Lord’s hands.  They trusted Him for their every need, and with their very lives.  Theirs was the kind of faith that expressed itself in obedient service (see James 2:14-26).  
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2)  Their love for all the saints.  Possessing faith is important.  Having faith with love is much more important.  1 Corinthians 13 speaks of the folly of having faith but not having love.  On the other hand, Hebrews 11 tells us that without faith it is impossible to please God.  In other words, both faith and love are essential characteristics of a genuine Christian.  The Ephesians were commended by Paul and others for possessing both.

Two Parts to Paul’s Prayer

1)  Paul prays that they would have a knowing spirit.  In this short prayer are several related and important words.  Notice them:  wisdom, revelation, knowledge, understanding, enlightened, and know.  It is obvious that Paul is concerned that they have clear internal knowledge.  


He prays that they would have wisdom (knowing God’s will and doing it).  


He prays that they would have revelation (an unveiling of truth).  


He prays that they would know and have knowledge and understanding - not just mental / intellectual knowledge but a true experiential and relational knowledge of God Himself.


He prays that they might be enlightened.  It is evident that Paul desires them to know something!


So, what is it Paul wants them to know?  Paul wants them to know three things:


1)  First, he wants them to know the hope of God’s calling.  The word hope here means confidence, certainty.  Paul wants them to know with all certainty God’s calling upon their lives.   There are at least three “callings” in our lives.


There is the calling to salvation.  God desires that we enter into a personal relationship with Him through Jesus Christ.
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There is the calling to sanctification.  This means that we are “set apart” for God – solely for His purposes.  It also means that we have not only relationship, but also fellowship with Him.


There is also the call to service.  God has a job for each of us to do.  There is one general call to service that we all have – to make disciples of Jesus Christ.  That has to be our all-consuming passion, as it is the passion of God’s heart.  There are different specific ways we fulfill that call.  Someone has said, “The greatest search is for the will of God.  The greatest discovery is the discovery of the will of God.  The greatest accomplishment is the accomplishing of the will of God.”  Life is more that being born, living, and then dying.  God has a great plan for each of us!  Each of us must find the specific call of God upon our lives.  


So, Paul prays first that they might know the certainty of God’s call upon their lives – to salvation, to sanctification, and to service.  


2)  Paul also prays that they would know the riches of their inheritance.  When we receive the free gift of salvation offered to us through Jesus Christ, and we make Him the Lord of our lives, then we are adopted into the family of God (see John 1:12).  This is outstandingly good news!  We are now God’s children!  We are part of His family!  And, He has a wonderful inheritance for each of His children!


3)  Paul prays, thirdly, that they would know the exceeding greatness of His power.  Paul here is searching for the words to adequately convey an almost incomprehensible reality:  the power of God in our lives!  He states that God is powerful.  This implies beyond the ordinary ability to do outstanding things.  But God’s power is extraordinary power – it is great power! But it even goes far beyond that - it is exceedingly great 
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power!  It is mighty power! How Paul’s heart yearns that they would know the exceeding greatness of God’s mighty power in their lives!  

Praying this Prayer for Yourself and Others

Remember, these prayers reflect God’s will for you!  They reflect His will for others!  You need to pray this prayer  to God, with all confidence that He will answer it!  


Meditate on each phrase of the prayer in Ephesians 1:15-19, praying it back to God.  Following is a suggested prayer.  Do not “parrot” it, but use it as a guide to praying this prayer for yourself and others.  


“Dear Father God, please help me (or name of someone else you are praying for) to be filled with faith.  Help me to trust You implicitly, and to turn every aspect of my life over to you in faith-filled obedience.  


Help me also to be filled with great love for others.  Help me not to be selfish, but to be sensitive to others around me, and to demonstrate toward them the kind of love Christ has shown.  May the love of Jesus flow through me to those around me.


Please give to me wisdom.  Help me to always know what is the right course of action, and to do it, in Your power.  Reveal Yourself, Your will, and Your Word to me through Your Holy Spirit.  More than anything else, help me to know You and to know You intimately and personally.


Please help me to know and understand the calling You have placed upon my life – the call to a relationship with You, the call to being completely set apart for You and for Your use, and the call to obedient and fruitful service in Your Kingdom work.


I thank you for adopting me into Your royal family, and for the wonderful inheritance that is mine!  I am overwhelmed with gratitude and wonder!
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Finally, please help me to have great faith in your exceedingly great and mighty power!  Please let that power flow through me, that I might be effective and fruitful in advancing Your Kingdom on this earth.


I pray these things in Jesus’ name, knowing that they are YOUR will for my life!  Amen.”
- 7 -
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CHAPTER THREE
“The Exchanged Life”

Ephesians 3:14-19 -  “For this cause I bow my knees unto the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, [15] Of whom the whole family in heaven and earth is named, [16] That he would grant you, according to the riches of his glory, to be strengthened with might by his Spirit in the inner man; [17] That Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith; that ye, being rooted and grounded in love, [18] May be able to comprehend with all saints what is the breadth, and length, and depth, and height; [19] And to know the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge, that ye might be filled with all the fulness of God.” 


 In Paul’s first prayer he prayed that we might have the Enlightened life.  In his second prayer he prays that they might experience the Exchanged life.  He wants them to exchange their old life for the new one in Christ.


Notice first that Paul says he bows his knees to the Father of the Lord Jesus Christ.  He comes before the Father in submission and yieldedness.  He admits the Lordship of Jesus Christ.  


The Word tells us that eventually every knee shall bow and every tongue shall confess that Jesus Christ is Lord (Philippians 2:9-11).  Those who do so before death will spend eternity in Heaven.  Those who refuse to do so before death will stand before God, see Him in all His holiness and glory, and will yield to the reality of His Lordship, bowing the knee to Him at that time.  Unfortunately, it will be too late, and they will enter Hell tormented with the memory of having seen Heaven and the foolishness of not having bowed the knee to the Lord until it was too late.
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Paul prays for four things in Ephesians 3:

Strengthened in the Inner Man

Paul’s first request to the Father is that the believers might be strengthened with might by the Spirit in the inner man.  Jesus promised in Acts 1:8 that we would receive power when the Holy Ghost comes upon us.  This power equips us to witness, to walk in holiness, and to exercise the Gifts God has given to us.  


Additionally, this power can strengthen the inner man.  Most everyone has experienced some kind of internal hurt – rejection, emotional or physical abuse, abandonment, etc.  These past experiences often leave internal scars.  Sometimes those inner wounds are still open and festering.  On the outside we may look happy and healthy, but inside, often, we are walking wounded.  If we are not careful, these past experiences can become the defining moment in our lives, a point from which we never progress beyond.  


The wonderful news is that Jesus came to bring not death, but life; not woundedness, but healing; not abandonment, but relationship!  He came to heal the whole man – not just his soul, not just his body, but the whole man!  We can be made healthy and strong – even in the inner man!


Jesus states in Luke 4:18 that part of His ministry is to set at liberty those that are bruised.  Those past inner wounds can enslave us.  They can build a prison cell of pain, hurt, bitterness, and unforgiveness.  They can trap us into a life of bondage to our negative emotions and inner pain.  BUT – Jesus same to deliver us from that prison cell!  He came to bring us healing, health, and strength!


When we are strengthened by God’s Spirit in the inner man, no matter what Satan throws at us, we can be a strong pillar of calmness and peace!  God’s Spirit within us empowers us to be a strong Rock of Gibraltar,  when the waves of Satan’s 
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wrath crash into our lives!  We can stand strong, peaceful, confident, calm, and full of faith.  Why?  Because we have God’s power working within us, strengthening us, giving us hope and building our faith.

 Christ’s Indwelling by Faith

Paul’s second request is that they might know the joy of Christ’s indwelling.  There is a wonderful verse in Galatians which says:


“ I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me.” (Gal. 2:20)

God invites you to make an exchange of your old life with the new life that can be found in Christ!  He encourages us to mortify the old life (See Colossians 3:6 and Romans 6:11).  Then, we are to walk in the newness of life that comes from having Christ within us!


It is exciting to think that Jesus wants to actually live in us and also through us!  If we would only totally yield to Him in every aspect of our lives, He would have free reign to do work powerfully and wonderfully!  A man once said to D. L. Moody, “The world has yet to see what God can do through a man who is wholly committed to Him.”  Moody’s response, “By the grace of God I want to be that man.”  We, too, should have that kind of commitment and determination!


How do we get there?  What do we need to do to exchange our old life for the new, Christ-indwelt life?  It requires faith. Remember Paul prayed that Christ would dwell in their hearts by faith.  Galatians 2:20 said, “and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God…”  
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Where do we get faith?  Romans 10 17 says, “Faith cometh by hearing and hearing by the Word of God.”  Our faith comes when we saturate our lives with the Word of God.


There is a third thing Paul prays for in Ephesians 3:

Rooted and Grounded in Love

Faith is important.  But faith without love, according to 1 Corinthians 13, profits nothing.  The greatest virtue is love.  


I believe Paul is referring to two things here:


1)  That they would walk in love toward others.  Paul wants them to live the love walk, to allow the love of God to flow through them.  Jesus Himself indicated in Matthew 22:35-40 that the greatest commandment is to love God, and then to love others.  Doing these two things fulfills the whole law of God.  


2)  That they would know the love of God experientially themselves.  Again Paul is searching for the words to convey this awesome reality – the wonderful love of God!  Oh, that they would know the breadth, length, width, and height of God’s love!  It is a love that is beyond knowledge; in other words, it is far above and beyond our finite ability to ever fully comprehend!  Paul prays that they might experience for themselves the inexhaustible and magnificent love God has for them!


Oh that we, too, would walk in love toward others, allowing the indwelling Christ to live His life of love through us!


Oh that we, too, would know, not just mentally, but experientially the wonderful love God has for us!
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Filled with All the Fullness of God

    Paul’s final request in Ephesians 3 is that they might be filled with all the fullness of God!  Yet again, I believe, Paul is groping for the words to convey to our finite minds such an infinite reality!  Paul eagerly desires that they would be filled with the fullness of God!  Extraordinary!  To be filled with God!!  To have God abiding in our hearts and lives!  To have the Eternal make His residence in the Mortal!  


But, Paul isn’t satisfied with this choice of words.  He prays “No, may they not experience just the fullness of God but ALL the fullness of God!  May the even be FILLED with all the fullness of God!”  Paul’s heart’s desire, reflecting the heart desire of our Father in Heaven, is that we be filled with all of God’s fullness!  God wants to move into our lives for fellowship, intimacy, empowerment, and love!  He wants to saturate every pore of our existence with His wonderful Person!  This is indeed an astounding reality at which our finite minds stagger!  God Himself wants to fill our lives with Himself!  How very wonderful!

Praying this Prayer for Yourself and Others 

“Dear Father God, please help me (or name of someone else you are praying for) to be strengthened in the inner person.  Help there to be healing of all old wounds, and may that be replaced with a great sense of peace, calm, security, strength, and inner stability!


Thank You, Jesus, for indwelling my life!  Thank You that You have helped me to set aside the old man, and that You have replaced that with Yourself!  By faith I receive Your indwelling Presence and Your Lordship, and I covenant to be in Your Word that my faith might be continually strengthened.


Thank You for Your incredible love!  It is so astonishing and so wonderful! I no longer fear Your rejection or alienation 
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or abandonment, because I know You love me!  


And, help me to demonstrate Your love to others!  Live your love life through me, Lord!


God, I so eagerly to be completely filled with Your Person and Presence!  I want to walk in daily intimacy with You, to have the deepest of intimate fellowship with You, continually.  My heart yearns for more of You in my life!  Thank You for filling me with Yourself!  I exchange my life for Your life in me.


This I pray in Jesus’ name.   Amen.”
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CHAPTER FOUR
“The Exemplary Life”

Philippians 1:3-6, 9-11 -  “I thank my God upon every remembrance of you, [4] Always in every prayer of mine for you all making request with joy, [5] For your fellowship in the gospel from the first day until now; [6] Being confident of this very thing, that he which hath begun a good work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ: [9]  And this I pray, that your love may abound yet more and more in knowledge and in all judgment; [10] That ye may approve things that are excellent; that ye may be sincere and without offence till the day of Christ; [11] Being filled with the fruits of righteousness, which are by Jesus Christ, unto the glory and praise of God.” 


 Paul has prayed that we might have an Enlightened life.  He prayed also that we might live the Exchanged life.  He knows that once we have experienced these two, we can now experience the Exemplary life.


There are six specific things Paul prays for in Philippians, chapter one:

Fellowship in the Gospel

Paul prays for their fellowship in the gospel.  He is asking the Father to help them to continue in their intimate acquaintance with the gospel of Jesus Christ, that they might continue to embrace it, to live it, to share it.  The word “gospel” means good news, or glad tidings.  When we share the “gospel” we are saying, “I have good news!”


What is the “good news” (the gospel) that we share?  It is that the kingdom of God is at hand! (See Matthew 3:1,2  4:17, 23-24).  Jesus has come to undo the works of the devil  (1 John 
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3:8b) and to bring healing, deliverance, and salvation to the whole man!  This is wonderfully good news!

Our “fellowshipping” in this good news means that we are participants in it ourselves, in that we have embraced Jesus’ salvation.  It means that we walk in the new life that comes from being in Christ’s Kingdom.  And, it means that we share this good news with others.


The promise is in verse 6.  Paul’s prayer includes that they might continue in this fellowship until the day of Jesus Christ – meaning until He returns.  How He yearns that we maintain steadfastness, that we remain faithful, that we endure until the end! We can remain confident that God, Who began a good work in us, is going to continue that good work until Jesus comes back.  He has not abandoned us to labor alone in our own strength.  No!  He Who began us down this path of faith will continue to walk with us and strengthen us until the end!  

Abounding in Love

Paul prays secondly that their love would abound.  We have already seen Paul’s pray for their love in his two earlier prayers.  However, in this prayer he approaches it from yet another perspective.  He prays that their love may abound more and more in knowledge and in all judgment.  


We want to have knowledge – knowledge of God’s will and word, and especially of Himself.  This should be a prime objective in our lives.


We want to have judgment, too.  The world judgment here can be translated “sense”.  We want to have not just knowledge, but also to have “sense”.  We have all know very intelligent people who had very little common sense.  Paul desires that we have both.
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The important issue here, though, is that in the midst of our knowledge and judgment (sense), we also have love.  How imperative it is that we have each of these!  To have knowledge and judgment without love is to be legalistic.  To have love without knowledge and judgment leaves us vulnerable to incorrect beliefs and even doctrinal heresy.   Have love, yes, but also embrace the knowledge of God’s will and word, and of Himself.  Have knowledge and judgment, yes, but don’t forget to saturate it with love!


May your love abound, more and more, as you grow in your knowledge of God and His will and Word, and as you exercise godly judgment!

Approving Things That Are Excellent

Paul prays thirdly that they would approve things that are excellent.  The word “approve” here means “test”.  Paul is stating he desires that, as we grow in knowledge and judgment, we would have the wisdom to put all matters purporting to be truth to the test.  What is the standard we use to test?  The Word of God!  We should ask the Holy Spirit, Who will guide us into all truth (John 16:13), to illuminate our spiritual understanding.  


We should then embrace these things!  Remember, we are talking in this prayer about living the exemplary life.  We want to live the life of love.  We want to walk in the knowledge of God, of God’s Word, and of God’s will.  We want to have spiritual discernment and judgment.  And, we want to saturate our entire life and being with the love of God!
Sincerity

Paul prays fourth that they would be be sincere.  The word sincere here has its roots in Latin.  It means “without wax.”  
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Potters used to put these words on their finished products to let the buyer know that the pottery had no wax in it.  Sometimes dishonest potters would fill in flaws in the clay with wax, and would then paint over it.  Such pots would not withstand the heat of the kiln, which was part of the process for creating high quality earthenware.   So, the phrase “sin cere” means without wax, or without hypocrisy.  The potter who put “sin cere” on his wares was guaranteeing to the buyer that he was getting the genuine article.


Paul desires that we be sincere, without hypocrisy.  That the person we present to others in public is the same person we are internally and in private.  He prays that in our Christian lives we are truly sincere and without hypocrisy, that we are genuine.
Without Offense

Paul also prays that we would be without offense.  This carries a two-fold idea.  First, he prays that we would not stumble into sin, that we would not give offense to God.  


Second, he means that he prays we would be without offense toward other men.   Jesus emphasized that the world was not going to like us because we are Christians.  But, we should not give them cause to dislike us because of dishonesty, insensitivity, or unkindness.


Note Paul’s words in Acts 24:16:  “And herein do I exercise myself, to have always a conscience void of offence toward God, and toward men.”  It was obviously a concern to Paul that he do nothing or say nothing that would dishonor God or cause a fellow human to be offended.  He wanted to maintain a clean conscience.  It is a commendable goal which we, too, should embrace.
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Notice again that Paul prays that they would be both sincere and without offense “until the day of Christ.”  Our objective is to live the inoffensive life to the end – either until our death, or until Jesus returns.  In other words, this is another element of the exemplary life which we should make a life-time pursuit.

Filled with Fruits of Righteousness

In this prayer Paul prays finally that we would be filled with the fruits of righteousness.  


When we set as a life-time objective the pursuit of the exemplary life, we understand that several elements are essential.  We must be participants in the fellowship of the gospel.  We must abound in love in knowledge and judgment.  We must test matters and embrace those that are truth.  We must be sincere, without hypocrisy.  We must resolve to have always a clear conscience, not giving offense to God or man.


When we have put each of these things into place, then we begin to experience this exemplary quality in life:  We begin to bear the fruits of righteousness!  When we sow godly character qualities in our lives, we reap the harvest of the fruit of righteousness.


The fruit of righteousness can mean several things.  It can mean the fruit of the Spirit or of godly character.  Or, it can mean the fruit of more converts for Jesus Christ.  Each of these is a worthy objective.


In 2 Timothy chapter four, Paul states, “I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith.” (vs. 7).  In other words, he has sought to live the exemplary life.  Consequently, he states in verse 8:  “Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at that day:   and not to me only, 
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but unto all them also that love his appearing.”   The pursuit of a righteous and exemplary life will result in a crown of righteousness.  


Do you remember what Paul said in Philippians 1:6?  “Being confident of this very thing, that he which hath begun a good work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ.”  The One Who began working within us this exemplary life was God.  The One Who will continue to work this life within us until Jesus returns is God.”  Do you see how important it is that we first live the exchanged life so that we can then live the exemplary life?  We must allow God to live in us and through us through Jesus Christ!


In Revelation 4:10-11 we see something very enlightening occur.  Notice what the twenty-four elders around the throne of God do:  


“The four and twenty elders fall down before him that sat on the throne, and worship him that liveth for ever and ever, and cast their crowns before the throne, saying, [11] Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honour and power: for thou hast created all things, and for thy pleasure they are and were created.” 


They cast their crowns before the throne.  Why?  For two reasons:  One, they are acknowledging Jesus Christ as the One True King of Kings and Lord of Lord!  Second, they are acknowledging that they do not deserve the crowns of righteousness.  They did not earn them themselves.  They were earned because “it is God Who works within you both to will and to do of His good pleasure” (Philippians 2:13).


Don’t you want to have a crown to lay at the feet of Jesus when you someday stand before His throne?  The only way for it to happen is for us to live the exchanged life,  allowing Christ 
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to live through us, and empowering us to live the exemplary life.  Make it your prayer to live such a life!
Praying this Prayer for Yourself and Others 

“Dear Father God, I want to exchange my life for Yours.  I want to allow You to live Your life through me!  Please help me to continue to walk in the good news of Your Kingdom, and to share it with others!  Help me to abound more and even more in love, and to do so with spiritual knowledge and judgment.  


Help me to know the truth, through Your indwelling Holy Spirit, and to embrace that truth.


Help me to be a sincere Christian, to be the same in private as I purport to be in public.  Help me to shun hypocrisy, and to walk sincerely.


Work within me both to will and then to do Your good pleasure.  Help me not to give offense to you or to others.


Finally, develop within me godly character.  Create the fruit of the Spirit within me.  Help me to bear the fruit of righteousness.  And, may you be the One Who receives the glory, both during my lifetime and in eternity.


In Jesus’ name I pray and believe for these things.  Amen.”
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CHAPTER FIVE
“The Empowered Life”

Colossians 1:9-12 -  “For this cause we also, since the day we heard it, do not cease to pray for you, and to desire that ye might be filled with the knowledge of his will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding; [10] That ye might walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing, being fruitful in every good work, and increasing in the knowledge of God; [11] Strengthened with all might, according to his glorious power, unto all patience and longsuffering with joyfulness; [12] Giving thanks unto the Father, which hath made us meet to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light: 


In Paul’s first three prayers, we have seen that he prayed, first, that we might live the Enlightened life.  He prays that we would know God and God’s will, and that we would walk in the truth.


Second, he prayed that we would experience the Exchanged life.  He desires that we set aside our old lives and embrace the life of Christ’s Holy Spirit living within us.


Third, he prayed that we would experience the Exemplary life, one that is characteristic of love, sincerity, fruitfulness, and purity.

When we have experienced these three aspects in our lives, we are now capable of experiencing what Paul prays in the fourth and final of his prayers in these small epistles of the New Testament.  In it, He prays that the believers might live the Empowered life.
Filled with the Knowledge of God’s Will

The first requirement for living the empowered life is that we know God’s will for our lives.
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One thing that has always amazed me is how people waste their lives without ever understanding God’s will for them.  They get up in the morning, go to work, slave all day, come home, eat dinner, maybe watch a little TV, and then get up the next morning and do the same thing all over again.   They do this day after day, week after week, month after month, and year after year.  Eventually these years add up to a life-time of purposeless existence!


This is indeed tragic, because God has a very clear plan for each of us!  You recall from Chapter Two that we stated God desires, first, that we be saved.  Jesus died that a relationship with God might be established between us and Him.  God wants you to know Him.  This is His will for everyone.


God also desires that we be sanctified.  He wants us to be set apart from the world, growing in Christ, maturing as His disciple.  This, too, is God’s will for everyone.


But God also desires that we be involved in His service.  He has a unique plan for each of our lives!  You were created for a purpose!  


The world places a lot of emphasis on being “successful”.  There are a lot of different definitions of that word.  The simplest and most accurate definition of success I ever heard is this:  “Success is knowing the will of God for your life and doing it.”


True joy, fulfillment, purpose, contentment, and security are found in knowing an doing the specific will of God for your life!


Notice that Paul prays that they might be filled with the knowledge of God’s will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding.  It is important to realize that the will of God for your life may defy your mind’s ability to grasp or fully comprehend.  


There are three ways of knowing:  There is first experiential knowing – we have learned something by experience.  But, experiences can be deceptive teachers.  
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There is, second, intellectual knowing – knowing something in our minds.  Unfortunately, our minds are finite and cannot fully comprehend everything.

But there is a third way of knowing – knowing spiritually.  When we come to the knowledge of spiritual truth, we can be confident that it is trustworthy.   Paul wants us to be assured of the will of God for our lives in our spirit, by the Holy Spirit, and by the Word of God.  Both of these are essential in knowing God’s will.  Sometimes such knowledge may seem foreign to our intellect or emotions, but it is always the best gauge of genuine truth in all matters, including knowing God’s will for our lives.


Just today I received an email in which the writer stated: “Only those who know their Creator find the purpose of their existence. If  you miss God’s purpose, you will be frustrated and empty, no matter what you try in search for fulfillment. Find out God's purpose for your life. Living the empowered life begins with knowing God’s will for our lives.”  And I say, “Amen to that.”

Walking Worthy of the Lord

Remember, God’s will for you includes salvation, sanctification, and service.  Once we know God’s will in these three areas, Paul now prays that we would walk in God’s will in a worthy manner.  


We who have received the salvation offered through Jesus are known as Christians.  We bear His name.  We are His disciples.  We are ambassadors for His Kingdom.  We have been given a job to do, and God has revealed His will to us.  How disastrous it would be for those of us who have God’s call upon our lives to walk unworthy of Him or of His call.
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We walk unworthy of the Lord when we walk in rebellion, disobedience, or indifference and apathy to God’s will or Word in our lives.  We walk unworthy of Him when we allow our lives to be stained by sin, or compromised by worldliness.


How essential it is that we walk worthy of the Lord, that we live with purity and purpose.

Fruitful in Every Good Work

Tragically, many people who have the call of God upon their lives choose to ignore, neglect or rebel against that will, or else they choose instead to live a life of self-indulgence and the pursuit of pleasures.  When this happens, they shut the door to being able to be fruitful for God.  Many a great ministry has fallen into disgrace, and many a Christian has failed to fulfill the wonderful plan God has for them – all because of sin.


But, when we live the enlightened life, the exchanged life, and the exemplary life, and when we are filled with the knowledge of God’s will, walking worthy of the Lord, pleasing to Him in every aspect of our lives, then we come to the point where we can be fruitful in every good work!  God is able to use us in wonderful ways!   Every good work we set our hands to will be blessed and fruitful, if we are living this kind of life!

Increasing in the Knowledge of God

Lest we forget, Paul brings us back to the most important priority of our lives – knowing God.  As we begin to bear spiritual fruit for the Lord, as we experience His call upon our lives, and as we begin to experience His life and power and anointing flowing through we are in danger of falling into a trap, if we are not careful.  The trap is this:  We can get so busy being fruitful for God that we neglect being in continual fellowship with Him.  
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Paul is here reminding us that knowing God is the most important thing we can do.  And, notice that he desires that we are always increasing in that knowledge!     Our walk with God 

and our spiritual lives should always be growing.  There is no such thing as standing still in our walk with God.  Either we are growing, or we are backsliding.


We must always be careful to spend time with God daily, striving to walk with Him every moment.  If we do not, we will fall into that trap of serving Him without experiencing the intimacy with Him He desires.  Remember:  God wants your fellowship before He wants your fruitfulness.  True and lasting fruitfulness will only come as we first walk in continual intimate fellowship with Him.

Strengthened With All Might

As we live the enlightened, exchanged, and exemplary lives, and as we discover God’s will for our lives, continuing to grow in our intimate knowledge of God, we begin to experience God’s strengthening in our lives!  As we die to ourselves, and allow Jesus Christ to live His life through us through the power of the Holy Spirit, we grow stronger every day.  We grow stronger in faith, in the Word, in the fruit and gifts of the Spirit, and in spiritual knowledge.  We grow stronger in our walk with God.  Christ now has full reign in our lives, and His awesome power and overwhelming love begin to flow through us to touch others’ lives in extraordinary ways!  


God wants to live in us, and through us, so that His power can be manifest through us.  Through us He wants to meet needs, help the needy, heal the sick, overcome evil, and overthrow demonic influence in people’s lives.  


God wants us to be powerful!  He wants us to be overcomers!     He wants us to be victors and conquerors!     He 
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wants His power to flow through us in extraordinary ways!  How He desires to do this through each of us!  Let’s us exchange our anemic lives for the powerful life of Christ in us!

Giving Thanks

Finally, Paul concludes this fourth prayer by giving thanks, reminding us that God has made it possible for us to be partakers of His inheritance because of Jesus Christ!


Oh, my friend, no matter what the world or the devil throws at you, it is always the best course to follow God and to do His will for your life!  This life is so short and fleeting.  One day all of us who are believers will all either be raptured or we will die.  Either way, we will enter into an eternity with God.  We will all stand before God’s throne and will be judged (2 Corinthians 5:10).  The faithful will be rewarded.  How important it is that we remain steadfast in our walk with God and our service for Him!


The empowered life is always the blessed life.

Praying this Prayer for Yourself and Others 

“Dear Father God, I am grateful that You have saved me and that You now have a wonderful plan for my life.  Help me to know Your specific will for my life, and to do it.  Help me to be pleasing to You in all that I think, say, and do.  May my motives and methods, my character and conduct honor You.  Please strengthen and empower me through Your Word and Your Holy Spirit to be fruitful for You.  Most of all, help me to continue to walk in intimate fellowship with You.  I thank You that I will someday see You face to face, and will receive the inheritance You have made ready for me.  Thank you in Jesus’ name.  Amen.”

- 28 -
- 29 -
- 30 -
OTHER RESOURCES
from

Disciple Maker Ministries International

Recommended Resource:   “The Prayers of Paul the Apostle”4- tape album
INDIVIDUAL TAPES:


TAPE ALBUMS:
•  “How to Know for SURE You


• “Bible Prophecy”

     Are Going to Heaven”



• “Covenant Relationship”

•  “Find HOPE in Hopeless 



• “You Have Christ’s 

     Situations”




     Anointing”

•  “You Can Have Peace During


• “The Gospel of the

     Troubled Times”



     Kingdom”

•  “Proof that God Loves You”


• “The Holy Spirit”

•  “Forging Your Judas”



• “Prayer to Gets Results”

•  “Don’t Be Too Quick to Judge”


• “Prosperity Principles”

•  “You Too Can Change”



•  “Sowing and Reaping”

•  “Asking God – Receiving Answers


• “The New Testament”

     to Your Prayers”



• “Purpose Driven Church”

•  “A Scene from Heaven – the


• “Words of Comfort”

     Throne Room of God”



• “Perfect Love”

•  “Christ in YOU”




• “God Wants You WELL!”
•  “The Gospel of the Kingdom”


•  “Experiencing God 
•  “Spiritual Warfare”



        Through Worship
•  “Victory in Jesus”



•  “Christianity 101” based
•  “Worship: Your Guide to


                      on 1 John
     Approaching God”



•  “Heaven and Hell”
•  “How to be Filled with the





                      
     Holy Spirit”




ALSO:
•  “Results of Being Filled with


• “Filling of the Holy Spirit”
     the Holy Spirit”




• “Kingdom Life Disciple-

•  “The Beauty of Your Heavenly


    ship Manual, Part 1”

     Prayer Language” 



• “Kingdom Life Disiple-

•  “Treasure Hunting:  A Passionate Pursuit for

    ship Manual, Part 2”

        the Presence of God”



• “Lay Pastor Training
•  “Surviving Stress: Seven Things to Do When

        Manual”
        Problems Come”



• “Bible Outlines on CD”






• “20 Common Sense Money







      Principles” Vol. 1,2,3
and more!
For more information about DMMI or to order additional resources, visit:

www.dmmi.ws






