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CHAPTER ONE
“The Church’s Foundation”
It is amazing that many churches go week after week, month after month, year after year accomplishing little of eternal value.  They are certainly busy, but they are not productive.  Surely this is not our Lord’s will!  Activity is no substitute for productivity.  When Jesus came to this earth He came with a clear objective of establishing His Kingdom on this planet and in the hearts of man.  The instrument through which He seeks to accomplish that objective is His Church.  We as His Church must rearrange our priorities, our programming, and our budgeting in order to accomplish Christ’s will for us.  

This booklet is intended to give Christians a clear understanding of the purposes Christ has for His Church.  Before we consider the Church’s four pillars of purpose, however, it is important for us to emphasize the importance of having the right foundation.

The Church is built upon the Word of God – both the Incarnate Word and the Written Word.

The Incarnate Word of God – Jesus

The first aspect of the Church’s Foundation is the Incarnate Word of God – Jesus.  God sent His Son to the earth with a clear and singular goal in mind – to reestablish intimate fellowship between Himself and man.  Jesus’ death on the Cross was the means of fulfilling that goal.1  

Jesus, quoting Isaiah 61, explains God’s purpose for sending Jesus in Luke 4:18-19:  “The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me, because He hath anointed Me to preach the gospel to the poor; 

1For an explanation of why Jesus’ death on the Cross was essential, see “How to Know for SURE You Are Going to Heaven” taped message and witnessing tract, available from KLMI.
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He hath sent Me to heal the brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised, To preach the acceptable year of the Lord.”

Peter summarized Jesus ministry in Acts 10:38:  “How God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Ghost and with power:  Who went about doing good, and healing all that were oppressed of the devil; for God was with Him.

Jesus came to minister to man’s needs and to restore mankind to an intimate relationship with God.  The genuine New Testament Church must never forget to place Jesus in the central focal position of all it does.
The Written Word of God – The Bible

The second aspect of the Church’s foundation is the Written Word of God – the Bible.  The Bible is the primary means by which God reveals Himself and His will to men.  It is eternal and infallible.  Therefore, it is imperative that the Church which seeks to be the kind of Church God intends preach, teach, adhere to, and embrace the Word of God in all that it does.  It never ceases to amaze me how many “churches” leave the Bible entirely out of practically all that they say and do!  They may give it lip service, but in actuality, they often fail to give God’s Word the place and importance it deserves!  May we never fail to give God’s Word the honor and attention it deserves.

Having laid the proper foundation for a New Testament Church (The Incarnate Word of God – Jesus, and the Written Word of God – the Bible), let us now turn our attention to the four primary functions or purposes of the local church.
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CHAPTER TWO
“Exalting the Savior”
The first purpose of the local church is to exalt the Savior. This is Worship.  As a matter of fact, of the four purposes we will evaluate, this one is the most important.  Yes, they are all important – even essential – to the local church’s health and eternal productivity; however, the other three will produce little fruit of consequence if we neglect this first purpose.

What Worship is Not


Worship is not, as many would have people believe, rote ritualism, senseless ceremonialism, or just our weekly “Sunday experience.”  People too often attend “worship” services and miss the whole point!  They fail to understand the ultimate purpose for their assembling together – to Worship God!  


Reasons for their misguided practice of “worship” can be many.  It arises from either 1) ignorance from not having been taught about genuine worship, 2) lack of understanding of God’s ultimate purpose of intimacy of fellowship with man, 3) lack of such a relationship with God, or 4) no understanding of the wonderful Personhood of God.


Consequently, people attend “worship” services each Sunday and never truly worship!

What Is Worship?


The simplest definition I can offer for worship is that it is the expression of our love and adoration to our good Heavenly Father.  Worship is not something we attend; it is something we do.  It finds expression through honoring, thanking, praising, loving, adoring, singing, dancing, raising hands, etc.  Remember – these things are the means by which we accomplish an end; that end being expressing our love and adoration to God.  
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There is not a single “right” way to worship God, as some churches would have you believe.  It matters not if the music is of a quiet, somber, reflective nature or if it is louder and more exuberant.  Worship can be both ceremonial and celebratory. 1 


What is most important is not the manner of the expression but the position of the heart.  Do we genuinely seek to express our love and adoration to God?  Does our heart yearn to be in a deeper fellowship with God?  Do we seek Him not for what He can give to us or do for us, but because we hunger just to be in His presence in intimate fellowship?  


If our heart is in the right place in our approach of God through worship, the God is pleased with whatever method we use as long as it honors Him.  I personally have felt drawn into the presence of God through both quiet ceremonial worship services and loud celebratory worship services.  Both are proper.   Again, the primary focus needs to be the position of the heart.


Notice also that worship involves the whole person.  Luke 10:27 states:  “Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul and with all thy strength, and with all thy mind….” Obviously worship involves the body as we use our vocal cords, arms, legs, etc.  But it also involves the other aspects of our personhood as well.  Our spirit is in communication with God’s Spirit.  Our mind is focused on God.  We worship God as an act of our will.  Our emotions get involved.  

I find it somewhat amusing that some people don’t feel like the Sunday worship experience was “good” if they didn’t feel any goose bumps!  They believe that having an intense emotional experience is essential to a “good” worship service.  

Allow me to emphasize it yet once again: God is most concerned with the position of the heart!  

Worshipping in Spirit and in Truth


Jesus states in John 4:22-23:   “But the hour cometh, and 
1 See Psalm 100 for an excellent description of ways to worship God.
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now is, when the true worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth:  for the Father seeketh such to worship Him.  God is a Spirit:  and they that worship Him must worship Him in spirit and in truth.”  


By saying we must worship in spirit, I believe Jesus means a couple things.  One, He means our worship must come from a heart that is sincerely seeking to have intimate fellowship with Him.  This is where our worship must originate. Second, He means our worship is made proper, is enhanced, and becomes truly sincere and spiritual when the Holy Spirit is allowed to flow through us completely.  We must surrender to the Spirit’s influence in every area of our lives before we can truly worship the Father.


By saying we must worship in truth, I believe Jesus means that our worship has to be grounded in the Word of God, the Bible.  Otherwise we are in danger of emphasizing the ceremonial or the emotional to the exclusion of the truth.  God is not pleased with an expression of devotion that dishonors Him and is unscriptural.


So, what happens if we fail to worship the Father in both spirit and truth?  If we worship without truth, we are in danger of unbiblical liberalism, lack of inner foundational convictions, and / or unbridled emotionalism that becomes fleshly.


On the other hand, if we have the truth of God’s Word but do not worship Him with our spirit, from the heart, we are in danger of legalism or lethargy.  Our expressions of “worship” become religiosity rather than relationship.


Worship based solely on “spirit” is like having a diet of only cotton candy.  It tastes good, but it is not sustaining.  Worship based solely on “truth” is like having a diet of only spinach.  It may be good for us, but it is not very enjoyable.  That is why Jesus says that we must worship the Father in both spirit and in truth!

Worship in the Local Church


Obviously our worship is to be an individual expression of our own heart’s devotion and love to God.  However, it is also an appropriate expression of the corporate body of believers in Jesus 
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Christ gathered together to worship Him.  Every time the body gets together to worship, a three-fold objective must be kept in mind.


One, corporate worship must seek to bring people into the presence of God for a life-changing experience.  If we fail to enter into God’s presence, or if our lives have not been changed by that encounter, then we have not truly led the people in worship.


Two, corporate worship must be the people of God expressing their love to God, with their whole being, from their heart.


Three, corporate worship must bring people to the place of offering themselves in submission to God for obedience, faithfulness, and service.  Worship of this kind is most pleasing to God when it is done as an act of a sincere heart.


Thus, we have established the first of our four primary purposes for the local church – to exalt the Savior through worship.

At the beginning of this chapter I stated that this was the first and most important of the purposes.  The reason is that our efforts in the other three purposes will produce little significant eternal fruit if we have not first entered into a place of having intimate fellowship with God.  This is our primary objective as believers!


Let us now turn our attention to the second primary purpose of the local church.
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CHAPTER THREE
“Evangelizing the Sinner”
If we were required to summarize the Bible in one sentence, I believe the following would be accurate:  The Bible is an account of God’s reaching out to man in order to establish relationship.   Evangelism in the true Bible sense is our heralding to the world the message of salvation to a needy world.  It is telling others that an intimate personal relationship with God is possible.  This is made evident throughout both the Old and New Testaments.

A Biblical Basis for Evangelism


In the Old Testament, right away we find God determining to establish intimate fellowship with men when He created Adam and Eve.  When they rebelled against God, God put into action the plan He had formulated from past time immortal – to reestablish the intimate fellowship with men He so earnestly desired.  He gave a promise to Adam and Eve that One was coming who would undo the negative consequences of their fall. 


God’s call of Abraham, then Isaac, and then Jacob (Israel) was to establish a nation who would be a “kingdom of priests.”  In other words, God wanted a group of people, a nation, who would take God’s message to the world, and who would bring the world to God.  Israel became so nationalistic and isolated in their focus that they failed to understand or embrace God’s intent for them.


God then sent prophets to the people of Israel to call them back to their original purpose – to be in relationship with God themselves so that they could then bring the world into relationship with God.   Unfortunately, Israel never seemed to grasp this.


In the New Testament, we find God sending Jesus to accomplish God’s ultimate objective of bringing people into intimate personal relationship and fellowship with Him.  
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Matthew 4:23-24 describes Jesus’ ministry of bring help, hope, and healing to the world:  “And Jesus went about all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, and preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and healing all manner of sickness and all manner of disease among the people.  And His fame went throughout all Syria:  and they brought unto Him all sick people that were taken with divers diseases and torments, and those which were possessed with devils, and those which were lunatic, and those that had the palsy; and He healed them.”


1 John 3:8b succinctly states God’s intent in sending Jesus:  “…For this purpose the Son of God was manifested, that He might destroy the works of the devil.”  The devil’s works included leading men into sin (thereby alienating them from fellowship with God) and in destroying men’s lives (John 10:10).  Jesus came to undo these consequences and to make possible once again God’s objective of intimacy between Himself and men.


After completing the task God had for Jesus on this earth, Jesus then instructs His disciples (present and future) to be about the business of telling the world how they can find salvation and once again have intimacy with God, made possible through Jesus’ death, burial, and resurrection.  Some of the Scriptures which speak of Jesus’ commissioning of His disciples to this task are as follows:


Matthew 10:1, 7-8 – “And when He had called unto Him His twelve disciples, He gave them power against unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to heal all manner of sickness and all manner of disease.  And as ye go, preach, saying, The kingdom of heaven is at hand.  Heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, raise the dead, cast out devils:  freely ye have received, freely give.”  Later He sends 70 more disciples out to accomplish the same task (Luke 10:1ff)


Matthew 28:18-20 – “And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto Me in heaven and in earth.  Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost:  Teaching 
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them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you:  and, lo, I am with you always, even unto the end of the world. Amen”


Mark 16:15-20 states, “And He said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature.  He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned.  And these signs shall follow them that believe; In My name shall they cast out devils; they shall speak with new tongues; They shall take up serpents; and if they drink any deadly thing, it shall not hurt them; they shall lay hands on the sick, and they shall recover.  So then after the Lord had spoken unto them, He was received up into heaven, and sat on the right hand of God.  And they went forth, and preached every where, the Lord working with them, and confirming the word with signs following.  Amen.”


John 14:12 states, incredibly, that we would do even greater works (greater in scope, not importance) than Jesus did.  “Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that believeth on Me, the works that I do shall he do also; and greater works than these shall he do:  because I go unto My Father.”


There are many more texts we could quote to support the fact that God wants us to be about the business of sharing the gospel with others.  Allow me one final text, found in Acts 1:8.  “But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you:  and ye shall be witnesses unto Me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth.”

Seven Sureties Which

Motivate Us to Evangelism


Briefly, following are seven reasons we must be about the task of evangelism.
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The Brevity of Life.  Our lives are short.  Time passes quickly, and before we know it the years have passed.  Additionally, the Bible tells us that Jesus will return one day.  When He comes, never again will we have opportunity to tell someone else about Him.  I believe His return will be soon, according to the Biblical prophecy that has been fulfilled in our generation.  We don’t have much time left to share the gospel!  


The Certainty of Death.  Hebrews 9:27 tells us it is appointed unto every man to die.  Those who die without Christ will be forever separated from Him.


The Reality of Eternity.  Once one dies, he will spend eternity in one of two places – Heaven or Hell.  Both are very real, and there are no other alternatives.  There is no second chance beyond the grave.  There is no reincarnation back onto this planet for another shot at it.  Death ushers us into eternity, and only those who have made a decision for Christ before death will be ushered into Heaven and avoid Hell.


The Finality of Our Destination.  Once a person enters either Heaven or Hell, there is no chance of being transported out of one into the other.   Jesus makes this clear in His story of the rich man and Lazarus found in Luke 16:19-31.


The Necessity of Christ’s Cross.  Jesus states in John 14:6: “…I am the way, the truth, and the life:  no man cometh unto the Father but by Me.”  And, Acts 4:12 stresses, “Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved.”  The Cross of Christ is the world’s only hope of eternity in the presence of God.


Our Responsibility for the Lost.  As stated in the previous verses, Jesus has clearly laid the responsibility for reaching the world on the shoulders of His Church.


The Intensity of Christ’s Compassion.     God’s heart and
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mind are ever centered and focused on one concern:  the salvation of mankind and the reestablishment of intimate fellowship with them.  This is why He sent Jesus.  This is why Jesus endured the Cross.  This is why we must be about the task of evangelism.  God’s heart yearns for mankind!  Matthew 9:36-38 states, “But when He saw the multitudes, He was moved with compassion on them, because they fainted, and were scattered abroad, as sheep having no shepherd.  Then saith He unto His disciples, The harvest is plenteous, but the laborers are few;  Pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that He will send forth laborers into His harvest.”


Thus, another of the churches four purposes is the imperative task of sharing the good news about Jesus with a lost world.  We now turn our attention to the third of the four primary purposes of the Church.
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CHAPTER FOUR
“Equipping the Saint”
We have seen that our primary purpose as a church is to Exalt the Savior in Worship.  We are also, secondly, to Evangelize the Sinner through Evangelism.  Thirdly, we are to Equip the Saint through Discipleship.

We saw in the last chapter that we have been given the task of evangelism.  This means we are to bring people into an intimate relationship and fellowship with God by sharing the gospel of Jesus Christ with people.  Once a person has entered that relationship, however, our task is not finished.  We are to help them to grow in Christian maturity.

Let’s take another look at Matthew 28:18-20:  “And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto Me in heaven and in earth.  Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost:  Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you:  and, lo, I am with you always, even unto the end of the world. Amen.”  In the original language there is only one imperative (command) in this text:  “Make disciples.”

Definition of Discipleship

It is interesting to note that it wasn’t until the book of Acts, after Jesus’ ascension back into Heaven, that believers were called Christians.  Jesus didn’t ask people to become “Christians;” He called them to become disciples.  Of course, we should wear the name of Christian as a badge of honor; however, we musn’t forget what it was that Jesus called us to be:  Disciples.

In Matthew 4:18-22 Jesus invites Peter, Andrew, James, and John to “Follow Me.”  To Matthew in Matthew 9:9 He issues the same invitation:  “Follow Me.”  The same holds true of Phillip in John 1:44-51 – “Follow Me.”  Then, Jesus states in Luke 9:23, “If any man will come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up 
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his cross daily, and follow Me.”  Jesus makes it clear that we are to continue in our walk with Him if we are to be His serious disciple.

Our responsibilities as a believer include being a disciple of 

Jesus ourselves, and then in leading other people to be disciples as well. It is interesting to note that in the passage in Matthew 28 quoted above that Jesus did not say, “Teach them all things;” rather, His command is “Teach them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you.”  Jesus means that merely asking Christ to forgive and cleanse us on the basis of His Cross, and that merely knowing about spiritual things are insufficient.  He makes it very clear that being His disciples entails not only knowing His will but doing it!


A careful look at Luke 9:23-26 makes it clear that being Jesus’ disciple entails self-sacrifice, self-denial, and a serious commitment to continue to walk with Christ.  It means that we invest time and study in the Word of God so that we might learn what it says, and then it means that we observe (or put into practice) what God has said to us.  

Demands of Discipleship

Having seen that Discipleship is defined as continuing to follow and obey Christ, just what are the demands of discipleship?  What does Christ expect of us?  I encourage you to stop now and read the following Scriptures which answer these questions:

Luke 9:23-26

Luke 14:25-33

John 13:34-35

John 15:1-16

Entire book of 1 John.

Concerning 1 John, it is interesting to note the difference in objectives between it and the Gospel of John.  Both were written 
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by the apostle John.  He makes clear his purpose or objective in writing the Gospel of John in chapter 20, verse 31:  “But these are written, that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing ye might have life through His name.”  In other words, the Gospel of John was written to help people enter into a relationship with God through Jesus Christ.


The objective of the epistle of 1 John, however, is different.  Whereas the Gospel was written to help people enter in that relationship with God, the epistle was written to give people who are already believers indicators by which they can measure themselves as disciples.  1 John 5:13 states the objective of this epistle:  “These things have I written unto you that believe on the name of the Son of God; that ye may know that ye have eternal life, and that ye may believe (keep on believing) on the name of the Son of God.”  Thus, the entire book of 1 John is a textbook, as it were, for Christians to use to continue to grow in their walk with God.  It is the Litmus Test of Christianity.  


Read 1 John regularly, as well as the other texts mentioned above.  Use them as the measuring stick by which you gauge your own personal spiritual growth, and allow these verses to challenge you to a deeper commitment to Christ!

What It Means to Be

A Disciple Maker

We have seen the requirements of being a disciple (continuing obedient follower) of Jesus Christ.  Let’s now take a few moments to consider what it means for the Church to be about its purpose of making disciples.  We have already considered Jesus’ commission in Matthew 28:18-20, where the imperative is to “Make Disciples.”  Consider two other passages of Scripture as found in the New Testament:

The first is found in 2 Timothy 2:2:     “And the things that thou hast heard of me among many witnesses,    the same commit 
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thou to faithful men, who shall be able to teach others also.”  Paul is writing here to his son in the faith, Timothy.  In essence, what Paul is saying is this:  “I have taught you, Timothy.  Now you teach other faithful men who will then teach others.”  This is what it means to “disciple” someone – to teach them to put into practice in their own lives the principles of Christianity (including personal intimate fellowship with God), and then to teach them to reproduce what they have learned in the lives of yet others!


The other Scripture I want you to consider as relating to discipleship is found in Ephesians 4:11-12.  Verse 11 states: “And He (Jesus) gave some (churches) apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers.”  In other words, God gave certain officers to the Church.  Verse 12 states why He did so:  “For the perfecting (equipping, maturing) of the saints (believers) for the work of the ministry for the edifying of the body of Christ.” Stated simply, God gave churches officers whose job is to equip the people within the church to do ministry themselves and to edify (build up spiritually) the body of Christ.  The Pastor’s job, for instance, is not to be the one doing ministry alone; his job is to equip the people to do ministry!  Obviously, he will lead by example by ministering himself, but it is important to note the clear reason given in this text why God has placed the Pastor in the church:  to equip the saints to do ministry.  Another way of saying it is this:  The Pastor’s job is to disciple the people God has entrusted to his care so that they themselves become mature servants and disciples of Jesus Christ.

What Are We To Teach?
To bring a person into a relationship with God through Jesus Christ, and not help him to grow in the Word of God would be liking giving birth to a newborn baby, handing him a cookbook, throwing him on the street, and instructing him to make do for himself!   We have to help the new Christian / Disciple to grow up!  We have to teach him or her!  What is it we are to teach?  
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Basically, there are three things we need to teach new disciples of Jesus Christ.

First, there is the Upward focus.  We are to instruct them in how to continue to grow in fellowship with God through the Word of God, through Prayer, and through Worship.

Second, there is the Inward focus.  We are to teach them to walk in the Word, to evaluate every aspect of their lives according to the Word. We are to teach them to conform their lives to its principles, and to learn to walk in the Spirit and to crucify the flesh.

Finally, there is the Outward focus.  We are to teach them to allow God’s love to flow in them and through them to other people, both within and without the body of Christ.  This entails doing the work of evangelism as well as ministering Christ’s help, hope, and healing to the needs of mankind.  It is this outward focus which will be the subject of the next chapter.

Before going there, however, I encourage you to stop and ask yourself the following questions:

1. Am I a sincere disciple / follower of Jesus Christ myself?  Does every aspect of my life give evidence that I am His disciple?

2. Am I a disciple maker?  Am I investing my life in others, teaching them to put into practice within their own lives the principles of Christianity as found in the New Testament?

3. What can I do to improve in the area of being a disciple myself?

4. What can I do to become a better disciple maker?
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CHAPTER FIVE
“Encouraging the Suffering”
We have considered the first three of the Churches four purposes:  Exalt the Savior (Worship), Evangelize the Sinner (Evangelism) and Equip the Saints (Discipleship). We turn now to the final of these purposes:  Encouraging the Suffering (Ministry).

Genuine Christianity concerns itself, obviously, with people’s spiritual needs.  However, it certainly goes beyond that to entail ministry to the total person.  Man has a spirit, but he also has a body and a soul (mind, will, and emotions).  He has relationships.  He has financial concerns.  The Church must be sensitive to the needs of the whole person, not just the spiritual concerns.  Our best example is found in Jesus Himself.

Jesus’ Ministry
I want you to consider a couple passages of Scripture which speak of Jesus’ ministry:

Matthew 4:23-24: “And Jesus went about all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, and preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and healing all manner of sickness and all manner of disease among the people.  And His fame went throughout al Syria:  and they brought unto Him all sick people that were taken with divers diseases and torments, and those which were possessed with devils, and those which were lunatic, and those that had the palsy; and He healed them.”


In Luke 4:18-19 Jesus uses Isaiah 61:1 to demonstrate the purpose in His coming:  “The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me, because He hath anointed Me to preach the gospel to the poor; He hath sent Me to heal the brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to 
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the captives, and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised, to preach the acceptable year of the Lord.”


Jesus’ ministry was to the whole person.  He ministered to people’s physical, spiritual, emotional, mental, relational, and financial needs.  We must follow His example.

Our Ministry

Just as Jesus was concerned with the entire person, so must we be as well.  We have already seen that the things Jesus did He now commissions His Church to do as well.  That means that we, like Jesus, must be concerned for the needs of the whole person..


Jesus speaks in Matthew 25 and 26 about future events.  Among the things He addresses is the subject of a judgment that is to come.  In Matthew 25:31-40 He states the following:  “When the Son of man shall come in His glory, and all the holy angels with Him, then shall He sit upon the throne of His glory: And before Him shall be gathered all nations:  and He shall separate them one from another, as a shepherd divideth His sheep from the goats:  And He shall set the sheep on his right hand, but the goats on the left.  Then shall the King say unto them on His right hand, Come ye blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world:  For I was an hungred, and ye gave me meat: I was thirst, and ye gave Me drink: I was a stranger, and ye took Me in: Naked and ye clothed Me: I was sick, and ye visited Me: I was in prison, and ye came unto Me.  Then shall the righteous answer Him, saying, “Lord when saw we Thee an hungred, and fed thee? Or thirsty, and gave Thee drink?  When saw we Thee a stranger, and took Thee in? or naked, and clothed thee?  Or when saw we Thee sick, or in prison, and came unto Thee?  And the King shall answer and say unto them, Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of these My brethren, ye have done it unto Me.”
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The same principle is stated in Proverbs 19:17:  “He that hath pity upon the poor lendeth unto the Lord; and that which he hath given will He pay him again.”


Allow me to illustrate this.  Suppose my son Josh, who is a teenager, was driving in another city and his car broke down.  Josh would then call me and ask for help.  And, suppose I had an old friend in that city.  I would call my friend, ask him to help my son, and I would promise to pay him back whatever expenses were incurred.  My friend would go help Josh, not because he knew Josh, but because he knew me.  And, even if my friend told me not to worry about any cost, I would feel obligated to pay him back.  The same principle holds true when we help others in need.  God considers it as an act of kindness toward Himself, and appreciates our help.  And, He has promised to pay us back.


It is clear, then, from this Scriptures above and from this illustration that when we help a fellow human being in need, God considers it as an act of kindness toward Him!  This truly ought to change our perspective on the subject of helping others.  


From the passage in Matthew 25, I would like to make a couple quick observations.  First, when we face God on judgment day, the primary criteria He will use to judge us will be nothing less than our response to human need (our love).  Second, we need to understand that any help given to others, God considers to be help given to Him.  The opposite side of this coin is true also:  Any help withheld from others God considers withheld from Him.  


There is a story about a man named Martin of Tours who was a Roman soldier and a Christian.  One cold day as he entered a city he encountered a coatless and cold beggar, who stopped him and asked him for alms.  Martin had no money with him, but he gave the beggar what he had.  He took off his tattered soldier’s coat, tore it two, and gave the beggar one of the halves.  That night Martin had a dream.  In it he saw Jesus and the angels in Heaven.  
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Jesus was wearing half of a tattered soldier’s coat.  An angel asked Jesus why he was wearing it and wondered who had given it to Him.  Jesus reply, spoken with loving tenderness, was, “My servant Martin gave it to Me.”  


Oh, that we would embrace and live by the reality that whatever we do to help others God considers as an act toward Him!
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CHAPTER SIX
Concluding Thoughts

From our study we have determined the following:

1. The Church is to built upon the proper foundation of the Incarnate Word of God (Jesus) and the Written Word of God (the Bible).

2. Our primary purpose as individuals and as a Church is to Worship God.

3. Our second purpose is to do the work of evangelism, bringing others into a personal and intimate relationship with God through Jesus Christ.

4. Our third purpose is Discipleship, to be growing followers / disciples of Jesus Christ ourselves, and to help others to do the same.

5. Finally, our fourth purpose is Ministry.  We are to follow Jesus’ example in ministering to the needs of others, knowing that every time we help someone God considers it as a personal act of kindness to Himself.

May we be about the business God has called us to!  May we be purpose driven in all that we do as a Church!  May all of our programming, all of our giving, all of our serving, all of our ministry reflect the will of God as revealed in these four primary purposes!
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OTHER RESOURCES

from

Disciple Maker Ministries International

Suggested resource to accompany this booklet:  “The Purpose Driven Church” Sermon Tape Series (4 tapes)

INDIVIDUAL TAPES:


TAPE ALBUMS:
•  “How to Know for SURE You


• “Bible Prophecy”

     Are Going to Heaven”



• “Covenant Relationship”

•  “Find HOPE in Hopeless 



• “You Have Christ’s 

     Situations”




     Anointing”

•  “You Can Have Peace During


• “The Gospel of the

     Troubled Times”



     Kingdom”

•  “Proof that God Loves You”


• “The Holy Spirit”

•  “Forging Your Judas”



• “Prayer to Gets Results”

•  “Don’t Be Too Quick to Judge”


• “Prosperity Principles”

•  “You Too Can Change”



• “Faith WORKS!”

•  “Asking God – Receiving Answers


• “The New Testament”

     to Your Prayers”



• “Psalms”

•  “A Scene from Heaven – the


• “Proverbs”

     Throne Room of God”



• “Gospel of John”

•  “Christ in YOU”




• “God Wants You WELL!”
•  “The Gospel of the Kingdom”


•  “Experiencing God 
•  “Spiritual Warfare”



        Through Worship
•  “Victory in Jesus”



•  “Christianity 101” based
•  “Worship: Your Guide to


                      on 1 John
     Approaching God”



•  “Heaven and Hell”
•  “How to be Filled with the





                      
     Holy Spirit”




ALSO:
•  “Results of Being Filled with


     

     the Holy Spirit”




• “Kingdom Life Disciple-

•  “The Beauty of Your Heavenly


    ship Manual, Part 1”

     Prayer Language” 



• “Kingdom Life Disiple-

•  “Treasure Hunting:  A Passionate Pursuit for

    ship Manual, Part 2”

        the Presence of God”



• “Lay Pastor Training
•  “Surviving Stress: Seven Things to Do When

        Manual”
        Problems Come”



• “Bible Outlines on CD”
and more!
For more information or to order additional resources, visit:

www.dmmi.ws






