The Kingdom Warrior’s
Guide to Spiritual Warfare
How to Defeat Satan’s Forces and Establish Christ’s Kingdom Reign
INTRODUCTION


This volume, together with the accompanying tape series, will serve as an introduction to the subject of spiritual warfare.  You are strongly encouraged to listen to the tapes also.  Though this study makes no claims to being a complete or final word on the subject, I truly believe that if the Believer will take to heart, and put into practice, the principles taught herein, he or she will begin to walk in the victory that is ours because of the Cross of Jesus Christ!

Subjects that will be covered  include:

■ Satan’s origin

■ Satan’s agenda

■ Satan’s character and intent as revealed in the names he is called in Scriptures
■ Satan’s activities

■ The battlefields of the mind, the body ,the flesh, and the emotions
■ Satan’s weapons and strategies

■ Christ’s agenda

■ The Name of Jesus

■ The Gospel of the Kingdom

■ The believers’ weapons

■ The Cross and the Blood of Jesus

■ The Full Armor of God

■ The believers’ power, authority, and anointing

■ The place of prayer in spiritual warfare

■ How to wage war both defensively and offensively

■ and much more!


Be sure to read all of the Scriptures in your Bible.  Feel free to underline or mark verses in your Bible, or to put notes in the margins of your Bible!  Take your time going through this material and answer all of the questions as found in the Scriptures that are given.  Talk to your Pastor or a mature Christian believer if you have any questions.

This book goes with a prayer that the Spirit of God will illumine your mind to the Truth, and that He will empower you to walk in that Truth.  Remember:  The VICTORY is YOURS through JESUS!  May you begin to walk in the victory and the blessings that are yours!  

Suggested Accompanying Resource:  “The Kingdom Warrior’s Guide to Spiritual Warfare” four-tape series of sermons by Dr. James D. Butterfield

Part One
Satan’s Agenda
  I.
The Reality of Spiritual Warfare

 II.
Satan’s Origin and Fall
III.
Satan’s Personality and Agenda

IV.
The Names of Satan

Lesson One

The Reality of Spiritual Warfare


Just as there is a visible world around us, there is a spiritual world that is just as real.  Our tendency is to become so wrapped up in the external, physical world around us that we forget or neglect the reality of the spiritual world.  We focus only on those things which we can see, smell, hear, taste, or feel.   Nevertheless, the Scriptures clearly indicate that there is another reality surrounding us – the spiritual world.  Furthermore, the Scriptures clearly indicate there are forces in the spiritual world working both for and against the believer in Jesus Christ!
Note the following Scriptures:


Ephesians 6:10-12  -  “Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the power of his might. [11] Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. [12] For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places.”
From these verses, record at least four insights.  What is God saying to us?
1)
 

2)
 

3)
 

4)
 

Now, look up the following verse in your Bible:


2 Corinthians 10:3-5 -  “For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war after the flesh: [4] (For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling down of strong holds;) [5] Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ.”
From these verses, record at least three insights.  What is God saying to us?

1)
 

2)
 

3)
 
Now look up this Scripture:


2 Timothy 2:3-4 -  “Thou therefore endure hardness, as a good soldier of Jesus Christ. [4] No man that warreth entangleth himself with the affairs of this life; that he may please him who hath chosen him to be a soldier.” 
From these verses, record at least three insights.  What is God saying to us?

1)
 

2)
 

3)
 

From the Scriptures we just considered, we note that We are in a Battle!  It is a Spiritual Battle.  We have real forces waging war against us, and we are to engage them in battle.  BUT – we can have the VICTORY in Jesus!  We will show this in further detail as we continue this study.  But first, let’s take a few moments to consider Satan’s Origin and Activities in the following Lessons.
Lesson Two
Satan’s Origin and Fall

Satan wasn’t always evil.  He was created by God at some time in eternity past.  His original name was “Lucifer” meaning “Light-bearing One”. With Gabriel and Michael he was one of three Arch-angels.   His original purpose  was to reflect and honor the glory of the Lord.  Just as the moon reflects the light of the sun, Satan was to reflect the light of the Son, Jesus.  He was the most exalted of the created angels.


Because he was so beautiful and powerful, Satan became puffed up with pride.  Look up Isaiah 14:12-15 in your Bible. 

“How art thou fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the morning! how art thou cut down to the ground, which didst weaken the nations! [13] For thou hast said in thine heart, I will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my throne above the stars of God: I will sit also upon the mount of the congregation, in the sides of the north: [14] I will ascend above the heights of the clouds; I will be like the most High. [15] Yet thou shalt be brought down to hell, to the sides of the pit.”


Five times in these verses Lucifer used the words “I will”.  Record them here and then write what you think each means:

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)


Satan has not changed.  He still seeks to be worshipped.  He still wants to rule and reign instead of Jesus Christ.  He wants to establish his own kingdom, to be a king himself.  We will see in later lessons that Jesus defeated Satan on the Cross and has now come to establish His Eternal Kingdom!


Further insight concerning Satan’s past can be found in Revelation 12:3-4:
 “And there appeared another wonder in heaven; and behold a great red dragon, having seven heads and ten horns, and seven crowns upon his heads. And his tail drew the third part of the stars of heaven, and did cast them to the earth….”


In this text, the red dragon refers to Satan.  The third part of the stars symbolically represents one third of the angels in Heaven.   These “fallen angels” are now demons, or evil spirits.  

Revelation, Chapter 12, continues this revelation concerning Satan’s fall from Heaven:

Revelation 12:7-10  -  “And there was war in heaven: Michael and his angels fought against the dragon; and the dragon fought and his angels, [8] And prevailed not; neither was their place found any more in heaven. [9] And the great dragon was cast out, that old serpent, called the Devil, and Satan, which deceiveth the whole world: he was cast out into the earth, and his angels were cast out with him. [10] And I heard a loud voice saying in heaven, Now is come salvation, and strength, and the kingdom of our God, and the power of his Christ: for the accuser of our brethren is cast down, which accused them before our God day and night.” 


Satan and his demonic forces are free to roam abroad on this planet.  Jesus repeatedly dealt with evil spirits in the four books in the Bible known as the Gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John).  In every instance He defeated them!  We will see that we, too, have to wage war against them. And, we too have power and authority over them – in every instance!


Just as the angels are in an orderly hierarchy of authority (with archangels, serphamin, cherubim, and so forth, Ephesians 6:12 tells us that the demonic forces are in an orderly hierarchy.  

“For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places.” 


Notice that this verse indicates that our battle is not against “flesh and blood.”  In other words, the real battle in our lives is not against people, nations, or governments.
Against whom is our battle, according to this verse?

1)

2)

3)

4)

Satan is first mentioned in the Bible in Genesis 3:1-15:

 “Now the serpent was more subtil than any beast of the field which the Lord God had made. And he said unto the woman, Yea, hath God said, Ye shall not eat of every tree of the garden? 

    [2] And the woman said unto the serpent, We may eat of the fruit of the trees of the garden: [3] But of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the garden, God hath said, Ye shall not eat of it, neither shall ye touch it, lest ye die. [4] And the serpent said unto the woman, Ye shall not surely die: [5] For God doth know that in the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall be opened, and ye shall be as gods, knowing good and evil. [6] And when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree to be desired to make one wise, she took of the fruit thereof, and did eat, and gave also unto her husband with her; and he did eat. [7] And the eyes of them both were opened, and they knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together, and made themselves aprons. [8] And they heard the voice of the Lord God walking in the garden in the cool of the day: and Adam and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the Lord God amongst the trees of the garden. [9] And the Lord God called unto Adam, and said unto him, Where art thou? [10] And he said, I heard thy voice in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked; and I hid myself. [11] And he said, Who told thee that thou wast naked? Hast thou eaten of the tree, whereof I commanded thee that thou shouldest not eat? [12] And the man said, The woman whom thou gavest to be with me, she gave me of the tree, and I did eat. [13] And the Lord God said unto the woman, What is this that thou hast done? And the woman said, The serpent beguiled me, and I did eat. [14] And the Lord God said unto the serpent, Because thou hast done this, thou art cursed above all cattle, and above every beast of the field; upon thy belly shalt thou go, and dust shalt thou eat all the days of thy life: [15] And I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel.” 

The “serpent” in the above text is Satan.  
Compare the above with 2 Corinthians 11:3 -  “But I fear, lest by any means, as the serpent beguiled Eve through his subtilty, so your minds should be corrupted from the simplicity that is in Christ.” 
Also:  Revelation 12:9  -  “And the great dragon was cast out, that old serpent, called the Devil, and Satan, which deceiveth the whole world: he was cast out into the earth, and his angels were cast out with him.” 

We will consider these verses in greater detail in a later Lesson.  For now, what does God say is going to happen, in Genesis 3:15 (above)?
This verse was fulfilled when Jesus defeated Satan on the Cross!

Ultimately, after the Millennium, Satan will finally and completely be removed from this earth and will be cast into Hell for all of eternity!  No longer will he be free to perform his evil deeds on this planet!  No longer will he be able to attack Believers!  Note Revelation 21:10:


“And the devil that deceived them was cast into the lake of fire and brimstone, where the beast and the false prophet are, and shall be tormented day and night for ever and ever.” 


Christ has conquered Satan, is now conquering Satan, and will finally, ultimately, and completely conquer Satan!   Before turning our attention to that wonderful reality, however, there are some other things you need to know about your spiritual enemy.
Lesson Three
Satan’s Personality and Agenda
There are three important things we need to realize:
1)  Satan is PERSONAL.  He is not some ambiguous “force” out there without personality.  He is real.  He has a personality.  In our next Lesson we will see how his personality is manifested.
2)  Satan is POWERFUL.  Again, we will learn more about this as we consider his names in our next Lesson.
3)  Satan is PURPOSEFUL.  His intent is entirely evil. This will be revealed when we study the names that are given to him in the Bible.  

Notice the following Scriptures.  Mark them in your Bible.  Then, record your insights concerning Satan’s agenda for your life in the spaces provided.

John 10:10  -  “The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly.” 


The “thief” in this verse is Satan.  What are the three things he wants to do?  What do you think each means?
1)

2)

3)

What is Jesus’ agenda, according to the verse above?  What do you think that means?

Now, notice 1 Peter 5:8.  Record your insights in the space provided.

“Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour.”

    
What does it mean to be “sober” and to be “vigilant”?


What images come to mind when you envision Satan as a “roaring lion” who “walketh about seeking whom he may devour.?”  


Having seen Satan’s origin, fall, and evil intent, we will now turn to our next Lesson, where we will explore the names of Satan as found in the Bible.

Lesson Four
The Names of Satan

Satan is ultimately the one responsible for all the evil that is in our world.  He is full of hate.  There is not a shred of mercy in him.  He respects no one.  Men, women, children, even little babies are targets for his maliciousness.  Murder, rape, war, sexual abuse, physical abuse, emotional abuse, divorce, abortion, bitterness, hatred, poverty, illness, and every other kind of evil – all can be traced back to the one who is ultimately evil – Satan.


The Bible gives several names for Satan.  Each is descriptive of his personality, and of his evil intent and purpose for your life.  


Mark each of the following verses in your Bible and then, in the space provided after each, write the names of Satan that are given.  

Revelation 9:11  -  “And they had a king over them, which is the angel of the bottomless pit, whose name in the Hebrew tongue is Abaddon, but in the Greek tongue hath his name Apollyon.”

   
 There are 3 names for Satan in the above verse.  List them below:  (Note “Abaddon” is Hebrew for “Destroyer.  “Apollyon” is Greek for “Destroyer”.)

►

►

►

Revelation 12:10  -  “And I heard a loud voice saying in heaven, Now is come salvation, and strength, and the kingdom of our God, and the power of his Christ: for the accuser of our brethren is cast down, which accused them before our God day and night.” 

►

1 Peter 5:8  -  “Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour” 

►

►

►

1 John 4:3  -  “And every spirit that confesseth not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is not of God: and this is that spirit of antichrist, whereof ye have heard that it should come; and even now already is it in the world.”

►

Matthew 12:24  -  “But when the Pharisees heard it, they said, This fellow doth not cast out devils, but by Beelzebub the prince of the devils.” 

►

Note:  (“Beelzebub” means god of the flies, the dung god)

2 Corinthians 6:15  -  “And what concord hath Christ with Belial? or what part hath he that believeth with an infidel?” 
►

Matthew 4:1  -  “Then was Jesus led up of the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted of the devil.” 

►

Note: (“Devil” means “false accuser, “devil” and “slanderer”)

Matthew 13:39  -  “The enemy that sowed them is the devil; the harvest is the end of the world; and the reapers are the angels.” 

►

1 Samuel 16:14  -  “But the Spirit of the Lord departed from Saul, and an evil spirit from the Lord troubled him.” 

►

John 8:44  -  “Ye are of your father the devil, and the lusts of your father ye will do. He was a murderer from the beginning, and abode not in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own: for he is a liar, and the father of it.”     

►

►

2 Corinthians 4:4  -  “In whom the god of this world hath blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest the light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unto them.” 

►

Revelation 12:13  -  “And when the dragon saw that he was cast unto the earth, he persecuted the woman which brought forth the man child.” 

►

Isaiah 14:12  -  “How art thou fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the morning! how art thou cut down to the ground, which didst weaken the nations!” 

►

►

Revelation 12:9  -  “And the great dragon was cast out, that old serpent, called the Devil, and Satan, which deceiveth the whole world: he was cast out into the earth, and his angels were cast out with him.” 

►

►

►

►

Colossians 1:13  -  “Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath translated us into the kingdom of his dear Son.”

►

John 12:31  -  “Now is the judgment of this world: now shall the prince of this world be cast out.” 

►

Ephesians 2:2  -  “Wherein in time past ye walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience” 

►

Acts 5:3  -  “But Peter said, Ananias, why hath Satan filled thine heart to lie to the Holy Ghost….”

Note:  (“Satan”, in the Hebrew means “adversary;  in the Greek it means “accuser)

Matthew 4:3  -  “And when the tempter came to him, he said, If thou be the Son of God, command that these stones be made bread.” 

►

John 10:10  -  “The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly.” 

►

Matthew 13:19  -  “When any one heareth the word of the kingdom, and understandeth it not, then cometh the wicked one, and catcheth away that which was sown in his heart. This is he which received seed by the way side.” 

►

Summarize what you have learned about Satan as revealed by the many names he is called in Scripture:

Part Two
Satan’s Activities
  I.
Where Is The Spiritual Battlefield?

 II.
What Are Satan’s Weapons and Strategies?

III.
Two Examples of Satan’s Attacks
Lesson Five
The Battlefield and Satan’s Weapons

Let us quickly review the material we have already covered.  In Part One of this material we considered Satan’s Agenda.

In Chapter One we saw that we as Christians are at war.  It is not a war against flesh and blood, but against Satan and his demonic forces.


In Chapter Two we looked at what the Bible has to say about Satan’s original position in Heaven, his rebellion (along with one third of the angels), and his ultimate destiny in Hell.

In Chapter Three we considered the fact that Satan is an actual being, not merely a symbolic representation of evil.  Furthermore, we saw that he has power, and that he has a very clear objective toward mankind, to steal, kill, and destroy.


4)  Finally, in Chapter Four we saw that Satan’s character and evil intent are revealed by the various names by which he is called in Scripture.


We now turn our attention in Part Two to Satan’s Activities.
Where is the Battlefield?


The primary place Satan likes to wage war against Believers is in their mind.  Remember the text we looked at earlier, 2 Corinthians 10:3-5:
“For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war after the flesh: [4] (For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling down of strong holds;) [5] Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ.”


Ask the Holy Spirit to give you insight into these verses, and write those insights in the space below:
Notice three phrases in the above text:


1)  “casting down imaginations.”

2)  “(casting down) every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of 

God.”

3)  “bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ.”


The battlefield Satan chooses to wage war on Christians is the mind. What then are the weapons he chooses to use?

What are Satan’s Weapons?


There are three things that he attacks our minds with.


1)  Satan attacks us with lies.  Notice what Jesus said in John 8:44:

“Ye are of your father the devil, and the lusts of your father ye will do. He was a murderer from the beginning, and abode not in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own: for he is a liar, and the father of it.” 

Write your insights on this verse in the space below:

2)  Satan attack us us with fear.  Sixty-three times in the Bible we find the command, “Fear not.”  Twenty-six times we find the command, “Be not afraid.”

Mark each of the following references in your Bible.  After each verse below personalize them for yourself.  What is God trying to say to you?
Joshua 1:5-9  -  “There shall not any man be able to stand before thee all the days of thy life: as I was with Moses, so I will be with thee: I will not fail thee, nor forsake thee. [6] Be strong and of a good courage: for unto this people shalt thou divide for an inheritance the land, which I sware unto their fathers to give them. [7] Only be thou strong and very courageous, that thou mayest observe to do according to all the law, which Moses my servant commanded thee: turn not from it to the right hand or to the left, that thou mayest prosper whithersoever thou goest. [8] This book of the law shall not depart out of thy mouth; but thou shalt meditate therein day and night, that thou mayest observe to do according to all that is written therein: for then thou shalt make thy way prosperous, and then thou shalt have good success. [9] Have not I commanded thee? Be strong and of a good courage; be not afraid, neither be thou dismayed: for the Lord thy God is with thee whithersoever thou goest.”

1 Chronicles 28:20  -  “And David said to Solomon his son, Be strong and of good courage, and do it: fear not, nor be dismayed: for the Lord God, even my God, will be with thee; he will not fail thee, nor forsake thee, until thou hast finished all the work for the service of the house of the Lord.” 

Psalm 23:4  -  “Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me.” 

Psalm 27:1  -  “The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? the Lord is the strength of my life; of whom shall I be afraid?” 

Isaiah 41:10,13   -  “Fear thou not; for I am with thee: be not dismayed; for I am thy God: I will strengthen thee; yea, I will help thee; yea, I will uphold thee with the right hand of my righteousness.   For I the Lord thy God will hold thy right hand, saying unto thee, Fear not; I will help thee.” 

2 Chronicles 20:15,17  -  “And he said, Hearken ye, all Judah, and ye inhabitants of Jerusalem, and thou king Jehoshaphat, Thus saith the Lord unto you, Be not afraid nor dismayed by reason of this great multitude; for the battle is not yours, but God's.   Ye shall not need to fight in this battle: set yourselves, stand ye still, and see the salvation of the Lord with you, O Judah and Jerusalem: fear not, nor be dismayed; to morrow go out against them: for the Lord will be with you.” 

Luke 8:50  -  “But when Jesus heard it, he answered him, saying, Fear not: believe only….”

Luke 12:32  -  “Fear not, little flock; for it is your Father's good pleasure to give you the kingdom.” 

Romans 8:15  -  “For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear; but ye have received the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father.” 

2 Timothy 1:7  -  “For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a sound mind.”
1 John 4:18  -  “There is no fear in love; but perfect love casteth out fear: because fear hath torment. He that feareth is not made perfect in love.” 


Now, in the space below, write a summary of the above verses.  What are the important things God wants you to know?


Satan attacks us with lies, and he attacks us, secondly, with fear.  There is another weapon Satan maliciously uses against us:

3)  Satan attack us us with doubt.  When Satan came against Eve in the Garden of Eden, he used the tactic of doubt:

Genesis 3:1  -  “Now the serpent was more subtil than any beast of the field which the Lord God had made. And he said unto the woman, Yea, hath God said, Ye shall not eat of every tree of the garden?” 


In the next chapter we are going to consider Satan’s temptation of Eve in greater detail.  For our purposes here it is important for you to note the way Satan approached Eve.  The first recorded words of Satan, as found in the Bible, are words intended to birth doubt in Eve’s ears:  “Did God really say that?”  


Satan continues to use this weapon against believers.  He tries to plant doubt in our minds by asking such questions as “Did God really mean He would meet your needs?”  “Did God really promise He would never leave you?”  “Do you think you can really trust God?” – and so forth.

Remember once again the text we looked at earlier, 2 Corinthians 10:3-5:

“For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war after the flesh: [4] (For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling down of strong holds;) [5] Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ.”


The battlefield, remember, is in our minds.  Satan attacks us with lies, fear, and doubt.  How do we respond to these attacks?  The answer is by using the Sword of the Spirit, which is the Word of God!

Underline the following verses in your Bible:


►Hebrews 4:12

►Ephesians 6:17

As we will soon see, this is exactly how Jesus defeated Satan’s temptations – by quoting the Word of God to him!  The Word of God is truly powerful!  The only way we can refute the lies, fears, and doubt Satan throws at our minds is by replacing those evil thoughts with truth.  


Look up John 17:17 in your Bible.   Record what it says here:


Before we move to the next chapter, let us briefly consider some of the other means by which Satan attacks.  His favorite battlefield is our minds; however, he has no hesitancy in attacking us in other areas of our lives as well.

Notice 1 Thessalonians 5:23:

“And the very God of peace sanctify you wholly; and I pray God your whole spirit and soul and body be preserved blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.” 


 This verse tells us that we, as individuals, are composed of three different parts. – spirit, a soul, and a body.  It has been accurately “we are a spirit, we have a soul, and we live in a body.”  Let’s look at each of those elements of our person. 

First, we are a spirit.  This is the part of us that allows us to truly commune with God.  In the non-Christian, this aspect of their lives is dead, and can only find life again through Christ.  


The first part we have is our spirit.  The second part is our soul.  The soul of man is itself composed of three parts: the mind, the will, and the emotions.  Satan is fond of attacking our souls.  He plants lies, fear, and doubt in our minds, as we have already seen.  He also wages war against our will and against our emotions, causing us to get out of balance in these areas.

Third, we are a body.  This is the fleshly, earthly vessel in which our spirit and soul live.  In the book of Luke we have the story of Jesus healing a woman who had been bent over double for eighteen years.  


Read this story as found in Luke 13:10-17.  According to verses 11 and 16, who was responsible for this woman’s illness?  Write your answer in the space below:


Many of the sicknesses we encounter are demonic in origin.  


At the Resurrection of the Dead, we will be given a new, eternal, and incorruptible body which will never again age, deteriorate, or be plagued by disease.  
Mark 1 Corinthians 15:50-57 in your Bible.

There is a question among some concerning whether a Christian can be demon possessed or only demon oppressed.  To be demon possessed means that demonic forces have taken complete control of all three aspects of the individual.  His body, soul, and spirit have been taken over.  To be demon oppressed means that demonic forces are attacking an individual, but have not gained complete control.  A Spirit-filled believer can be oppressed by Satan in the area of his soul and body, but cannot be possessed in his spirit, where the Spirit of God abides.

If not resisted, Satan will attack every area of your life.  He plants lies, fear, and doubt in your mind.  He attacks you will and emotions.  He attacks your body.  He attacks the spirit of unbelievers.  Additionally, he seeks to destroy you by attacking the external things of you life, such as your finances, your relationships, your possessions, your jobs – anything and everything.  It is therefore essential that we resist him!


Notice the promise in James 4:7-8a:

“Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. [8] Draw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to you. Cleanse your hands, ye sinners; and purify your hearts, ye double minded.” 

What admonitions are you given?

What promises are you given?

Lesson Six
Two Examples of Satan’s Attacks

1 John 2:16 tells us that three worldly things with which believers must wrestle:

“For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world.” 

1)  The lust of the flesh.  This means following the urges and impulses of our physical being.  It involves such areas as gluttony and sexual sins, as well as any other ungodly indulgence of our bodies.

2)  The lust of the eyes.  This means having covetous or greedy longings and desires contrary to God’s will for our life.  It is putting physical things over spiritual things.

3)  The pride of life.  Remember, pride was Satan’s original sin.  He wanted to be exalted, elevated, and worshiped as God.  Pride is desiring the adoration and adulation of others.  


In the Bible there are two examples of Satan attacking a person in each of these three areas.  The first example is Eve.

The Temptation of Eve


Earlier we began to consider Satan’s attack against Eve.  Now, let us notice the continuation of his attack against her as found in Genesis 3:1-6:

“Now the serpent was more subtil than any beast of the field which the Lord God had made. And he said unto the woman, Yea, hath God said, Ye shall not eat of every tree of the garden? 

    [2] And the woman said unto the serpent, We may eat of the fruit of the trees of the garden: [3] But of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the garden, God hath said, Ye shall not eat of it, neither shall ye touch it, lest ye die. [4] And the serpent said unto the woman, Ye shall not surely die: [5] For God doth know that in the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall be opened, and ye shall be as gods, knowing good and evil. [6] And when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree to be desired to make one wise, she took of the fruit thereof, and did eat, and gave also unto her husband with her; and he did eat.” 


You recall that Satan first attacked Eve’s mind by planting doubt in her mind.  He said, “Yea, hath God said…?”  
Having first planted doubt, he then offers her  outright lies by saying, “Ye shall not surely die,” and “ye shall be as gods.”  Doubt, lies, and then pride were his tools.  He then uses the three things of the world as found in 1 John 2:16 above to entice her into sin.  Notice:

1)  Eve was tempted in the area of the lust of the flesh.  The Word says that “the woman saw that the tree was good for food.”

2)  Eve was tempted in the area of the lust of the eyes.  She saw that the fruit “was pleasant to the eyes.”

3)  Finally, Eve was tempted in the area of the pride of life.  She saw that it was and a tree to be desired to make one wise.

Eve succumbed to Satan’s temptation, failed the test, and rebelled against God.  The consequences were both spiritual death and ultimately physical death.


Satan still uses these same tactics against men today.  He bombards us with temptation in the area of our flesh, in the area of our greed, and in the area of pride.

The Temptation of Jesus

Satan also used the same approach when tempting Jesus.  Notice the account of this event as found in Matthew 4:1-11:
“Then was Jesus led up of the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted of the devil. [2] And when he had fasted forty days and forty nights, he was afterward an hungred. [3] And when the tempter came to him, he said, If thou be the Son of God, command that these stones be made bread. [4] But he answered and said, It is written, Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God. [5] Then the devil taketh him up into the holy city, and setteth him on a pinnacle of the temple, [6] And saith unto him, If thou be the Son of God, cast thyself down: for it is written, He shall give his angels charge concerning thee: and in their hands they shall bear thee up, lest at any time thou dash thy foot against a stone. [7] Jesus said unto him, It is written again, Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God. [8] Again, the devil taketh him up into an exceeding high mountain, and sheweth him all the kingdoms of the world, and the glory of them; [9] And saith unto him, All these things will I give thee, if thou wilt fall down and worship me. [10] Then saith Jesus unto him, Get thee hence, Satan: for it is written, Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou serve. [11] Then the devil leaveth him, and, behold, angels came and ministered unto him.” 

Notice how Jesus was tempted in the wilderness.  

1)  Satan tempted Jesus in the area of the lust of the flesh when he said to him, “If thou be the Son of God, command that these stones be made bread.”  Satan was trying to get Jesus to use His powers for personal, physical comfort.

2)  Satan tempted Jesus in the area of the pride of life when he took Jesus to the top of the temple and said to him, “If thou be the Son of God, cast thyself down:  for it is written, He shall give his angels charge concerning thee:  and in their hands they shall bear thee up, lest at any time thou dash thy foot against a stone.”  Satan was tempting Jesus to prove His deity.

3)  Finally, Satan tempted Jesus in the area of the lust of the eyes.  He took Jesus to the top of a mountain and showed Him all the kingdoms of the world and their glory and wealth.  He then said to Jesus, “All these things will I give Thee, if Thou wilt fall down and worship me.”  


From Jesus’ encounter with Satan in the wilderness, I would like to point out two things:  First, we see that Satan does indeed have power and authority in the world.  If he did not, then Jesus would not have been tempted.  Suppose, for instance, you said to me, “James, I will give you a million dollars if you will commit a certain crime for me.”  If I knew you did not have a million dollars, I would not be tempted.  Likewise, it would not have been a temptation for Jesus if Satan did not have it within his power to give all those things to Jesus.

Second, notice how Jesus counter-attacked Satan’s attacks.  He used the Word of God!  This is an important lesson for us to learn!  Don’t try to argue with the devil, or debate him.  He has had many more years of perfecting that craft than you or I!  Rather, counter his attacks with the powerful weapon of the Word of God – the Sword of the Spirit!

Underline the following verse in your Bible:

1 John 2:14b  -  “the word of God abideth I you, and ye have overcome the wicked one.”

Well, Jesus, like Eve, was tempted in all three areas:  the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life.  He overcame each temptation.  Underline the following verse in your Bible.  In the space below record what it means to you.
Hebrews 4:15 – “For we have not an high priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities; but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin.”

Jesus was tempted, just like we are!  He was tempted in the same areas we are!  And, He was VICTORIOUS!  Praise God, we, too, can find the victory!
1 John 4:4 triumphantly declares, 

“Ye are of God, little children, and have overcome them: because greater is He that is in you, than he that is in the world”

Praise the Lord!

Part Three

The Savior’s Agenda
  I.
Why Did Jesus Come?
 II.
The Gospel of the Kingdom
III.
What Did Jesus Send the Believers to Do?
Lesson Seven
Why Did Jesus Come?

God intended for man to walk in intimate fellowship with Him.  He wanted man to be healthy, to have every need met, and to live eternally.    Unfortunately, when Satan tempted Eve in the Garden of Eden, and when Eve yielded to that temptation, some very serious consequences were incurred, for her and Adam, and for every one of their descendents – including you and me. 
Man’s Problem

When Adam and Eve sinned, four tragic things occurred:  


1)  Separation from God, both in life and in eternity.


2)  Enslavement to Satan.


3)  Sickness.


4)  Death.


Man was affected in all the areas of his person:  spirit, body, and soul (mind, will, and emotions).


Man had no way of redeeming himself from these serious consequences, so God stepped in and delivered mankind Himself through His Son Jesus Christ.  The redemption found in Jesus is a COMPLETE redemption!  It provided the solution to ALL FOUR of the consequences incurred in the Garden of Eden!

Christ’s Solution


Underline the following verse in your Bible and record your insights in the space provided:

1 John 3:8 -  “For this purpose the Son of God was manifested, that he might destroy the works of the devil.” 


Stop and meditate on this verse for a moment.  Why did Jesus come?  To undo the works of the devil!  What ARE the works of the devil?  They are the same four things we saw that occurred in the Garden of Eden:  Separation from God, Enslavement to Satan, Sickness, and Death. Jesus came to undo ALL this!  

Jesus came to bring healing back to the whole person!  1)  His death enabled us to be brought into fellowship with God!  We are no longer separated from God, either now or in eternity!


2)  His death was the blood price which bought us back from Satan.  We are no longer Satan’s slave, but have now been adopted as God’s children!


3)  Another of the benefits of Jesus’ death on the cross is healing!  The proof proof of this is found in the fact that Jesus healed everywhere He went, and also in Matthew 8:16-17, which says Jesus, “…healed all that were sick:  That it might be fulfilled which was spoken by Esaias the prophet, saying, Himself took our infirmities, and bare our sicknesses.”

4)  Finally, Jesus’ death and resurrection ensure that we, too, will be resurrected!


All four of the consequences of man’s sin (separation, enslavement, sickness, and death) have been taken care of by Jesus!

Jesus’ victory over Satan ensures OUR victory – in our spirit, in our body, and in our souls (mind, will, and emotion).  Jesus’ redemption was a COMPLETE redemption!!!

Furthermore, we have seen that the works of Satan included stealing from us, killing us, and destroying us (see John 10:10).  Jesus’ death on the Cross insures that ALL of these works of Satan are now DESTROYED!


Now, underline Luke 4:18-19 in your Bible and in the space following explain how Jesus described His ministry and purpose in coming:

“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed me to preach the gospel to the poor; he hath sent me to heal the brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised, [19] To preach the acceptable year of the Lord.” 


Underline Acts 10:38  in your Bible and then answer the two questions that follow:

“How God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Ghost and with power: who went about doing good, and healing all that were oppressed of the devil; for God was with him.” 


1)  What did God the Father do for His Son, Jesus?


2)  What did Jesus do?

A Description of Jesus’ Ministry

Look up the following verses and mark them in your Bible.  They are among the most important to be found in the Gospels in describing what Jesus did while He was physically here on earth.

Matthew 4:23-25  -  “And Jesus went about all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, and preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and healing all manner of sickness and all manner of disease among the people. [24] And his fame went throughout all Syria: and they brought unto him all sick people that were taken with divers diseases and torments, and those which were possessed with devils, and those which were lunatick, and those that had the palsy; and he healed them. [25] And there followed him great multitudes of people from Galilee, and from Decapolis, and from Jerusalem, and from Judaea, and from beyond Jordan.” 


In your Bible, circle the word “all” every time it appears in these three verses.  It appears 5 times!


Note from the above Scripture that Jesus’ ministry was to the WHOLE person:


1)  Physical (all sickness and disease, including palsy)


2)  Emotional (torments)


3)  Spiritual (possessed with devils)


4)  Mental (lunatic)

Matthew 9:35-38  -  “And Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues, and preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and healing every sickness and every disease among the people. 

    [36] But when he saw the multitudes, he was moved with compassion on them, because they fainted, and were scattered abroad, as sheep having no shepherd. [37] Then saith he unto his disciples, The harvest truly is plenteous, but the labourers are few; [38] Pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he will send forth labourers into his harvest.” 


Note again and circle the reoccurrence of the words “all” and “every”.  

What was the motive for all that Jesus did, according to this text?

From the two passages above, you will note that Jesus’ ministry consisted of three important elements:  


1)  Teaching in the synagogues.  Jesus would open the Word of God and explain it to the hearers.  An example of this is found in Luke 5:18-19 which we considered earlier.

2)  Preaching the Gospel of the Kingdom.  Jesus came to proclaim the establishment of His Kingdom.  (In the next lesson we are going to consider this in much more detail.)

3)  Healing all manner of sickness and all manner of disease.  Over and over in the New Testament we find occurrences of Jesus healing other people.  A good exercise would be to begin in Matthew and go all the way through Acts and highlight or mark in some other way every instance in which someone was healed.

What do we learn about Jesus, according to Hebrews 13:8?  What does this truth  apply to you?  “Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and to day, and for ever.” 


Here is the bottom line:  Jesus came to undo ALL the works of the devil.  He came to deal with the problems of separation from God, enslavement to Satan, sickness, and death.  He came to heal man’s whole being – body, soul, and spirit.  He came to heal man’s physical, emotional, spiritual, and mental illness.  Jesus came to do GOOD in your life!  Victory over Satan is YOURS through Jesus!

Lesson Eight
The Gospel of the Kingdom

Some years ago the Lord revealed to me something in His Word that had an incredible impact upon my life and ministry.  I was amazed I had not seen it before!  He showed me that one of the key doctrines of the New Testament, and the key message of the Church, is The Gospel of the Kingdom.  We are gong to look at many passages that refer to this.  However, let’s first offer some definitions.

Some Definitions

1)  GOSPEL.  The Greek word translated “Gospel” is euaggelion.  According to Strong’s Hebrew and Greek Concordance, it means “good tidings, the glad tidings of the kingdom of God soon to be set up, and subsequently also of Jesus the Messiah, the founder of this kingdom.  After the death of Christ, the term comprises also the preaching of (concerning) Jesus Christ as having suffered death on the cross to procure eternal salvation for the men in the kingdom of God, but as restored to life and exalted to the right hand of God in heaven, thence to return in majesty to consummate the kingdom of God.”

Simply put, “Gospel” means “good news” or “glad tidings”  What is that “good news”?  The Kingdom!


2)  KINGDOM.  The Greek word here translated “Kingdom”
 is basileia.  Again, Strongs defines it as “royal power, kingship, dominion, rule, authority to rule over a kingdom, of the royal power of Jesus as the triumphant Messiah, of the royal power and dignity conferred on Christians in the Messiah’s kingdom; a kingdom, the territory subject to the rule of a King. Used in the New Testament to refer to the right of the Messiah.”


Again, simply put, “Kingdom” in the New Testament sense means Jesus reigning and ruling, exerting His power.


We have neither time nor space to present an exhaustive study of this word “kingdom” as it applies to Jesus Christ and the citizens of His Kingdom, believers.  Nevertheless, let’s consider a few important facts.

1)  We saw in our last lesson that Jesus came to overthrow the works of the devil (1 John 3:8b) and that He came to bring deliverance to the captive (Luke 4:18-19).

2)  This means that Jesus has come to overthrow Satan’s kindom, rule, reign, and power, and He has come to set up His own!


3)  All of the consequences of man’s fall, and everything Satan brought into the world at that time, have been overthrown, including separation from God, enslavement to Satan, sickness and disease, and death.  


4)  Instead, Jesus has come to establish His Kingdom, which includes intimacy of fellowship with God, adoption as God’s children, healing and health, and eternal life!  Jesus’ ministry includes healing for man’s whole person:  body, soul, and spirit.


5)  The contrast between Satan (the “thief”) and Jesus is declared plainly in John 10:10, which we have already considered in an earlier lesson:


“The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly”. 

The Gospel of the Kingdom

The “Gospel” (Good News) that we as believers have to proclaim to the world is that Jesus has come to establish His Kingdom!  Jesus has come to establish His rule and reign over this world and Satan.  Jesus has come to destroy all of sin’s consequences in our lives!  He has come to exert great power in our lives!


No matter how severe the problem may seem (sickness, bondage, etc), Jesus is the answer!  He has come to establish His Kingdom, and JESUS IS LORD!


We are now going to embark upon a glance at some of the instances where this “Gospel of the Kingdom” idea is found in the New Testament.  Mark each of the following verses in your Bible.   Notice in each text “the Gospel of the Kingdom”.  You are going to be inspired and blessed!

1)  
John the Baptist’s Ministry and Message

The very first words we have recorded coming out of John the Baptist’s mouth are found in Matthew 3:1-2:

“In those days came John the Baptist, preaching in the wilderness of Judaea, [2] And saying, Repent ye: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” 

2)  
Jesus’ Ministry and Message

After Jesus was baptized by John the Baptist, he was in the wilderness for 40 days.  Following that, what are the first words we hear Him speaking as He begins to inaugurate His earthly ministry, according to Matthew 4:17?

“From that time Jesus began to preach, and to say, Repent: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” 


We have already seen in Matthew 4:23-24 that when Jesus came, His ministry consisted of three primary elements (Teaching, Preaching, and Healing).  What did Jesus preach, according to verse 23?

“And Jesus went about all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, and preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and healing all manner of sickness and all manner of disease among the people. [24] And his fame went throughout all Syria: and they brought unto him all sick people that were taken with divers diseases and torments, and those which were possessed with devils, and those which were lunatick, and those that had the palsy; and he healed them.” 


In Matthew 6:9-13 we have what is known as the Lord’s Prayer, or the Model Prayer.  Underline in your Bible the word “kingdom” the two times it is mentioned, once at the beginning of the prayer, and once at the end of the prayer.

“After this manner therefore pray ye: Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name. [10] Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven. [11] Give us this day our daily bread. [12] And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. [13] And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen.” 

  
Also in Matthew 6 Jesus admonishes His hearers to not worry about worldly things such as food and clothing.  Instead, He tells them, in verse 33, to seek first His Kingdom.  Then all of these other things will be added unto us.  The pursuit of Jesus’ Kingdom is to be our first priority! 
“But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you.” 

When John the Baptist questioned whether Jesus was really the One they were looking for, Jesus gave him a reassuring answer.  It is found in Matthew 11:4-5:

 “Jesus answered and said unto them, Go and shew John again those things which ye do hear and see: [5] The blind receive their sight, and the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear, the dead are raised up, and the poor have the gospel preached to them.” 


Note:  Jesus in essence was saying, “You want proof that I am the King you are looking for?  Here’s the proof:  My miracles and healings are the proof that God’s Kingdom has come to overthrow Satan’s rule and reign over people’s lives!  

See also Luke 11:20.  Deliverance from demons is another proof that the Kingdom is here!

“But if I with the finger of God cast out devils, no doubt the kingdom of God is come upon you.” 

Following John’s imprisonment, what did Jesus do, according to Mark 1:14-15:

“Now after that John was put in prison, Jesus came into Galilee, preaching the gospel of the kingdom of God, [15] And saying, The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand: repent ye, and believe the gospel.” 


Why was Jesus sent, according to Luke 4:43?

“And he said unto them, I must preach the kingdom of God to other cities also: for therefore am I sent.” 


When Jesus was followed by crowds, what did He do, according to Luke 9:11?

“And the people, when they knew it, followed him: and he received them, and spake unto them of the kingdom of God, and healed them that had need of healing.” 

3)  
The Twelve Disciples’ Ministry and Message


What did Jesus commission His twelve disciples to do, according to Matthew 10:1-2, 7-8?

“And when he had called unto him his twelve disciples, he gave them power against unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to heal all manner of sickness and all manner of disease. [2] Now the names of the twelve apostles are these; The first, Simon, who is called Peter, and Andrew his brother; James the son of Zebedee, and John his brothre….  And as ye go, preach, saying, The kingdom of heaven is at hand. [8] Heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, raise the dead, cast out devils: freely ye have received, freely give.” 

Note also Luke 9:1-2, 6:

“Then he called his twelve disciples together, and gave them power and authority over all devils, and to cure diseases. [2] And he sent them to preach the kingdom of God, and to heal the sick…. And they departed, and went through the towns, preaching the gospel, and healing every where.” 

4)  
The Seventy Disciples’ Ministry and Message


After commissioning His inner twelve disciples in Luke 9, Jesus then commissions another seventy in Luke 10:1, 8-9.  What did Jesus appoint them to do?
“After these things the Lord appointed other seventy also, and sent them two and two before his face into every city and place, whither he himself would come…. And into whatsoever city ye enter, and they receive you, eat such things as are set before you: [9] And heal the sick that are therein, and say unto them, The kingdom of God is come nigh unto you.” 


Note:  In Jesus’ ministry, in the 12 disciples’ ministry, and in the 70 disciples’ ministry, at least three important things occurred:


1)  The Gospel of the Kingdom was preached.


2)  People were healed.  (Again, healing is the proof that Jesus is the King Who has come to establish His Kingdom Rule and Reign over Satan and over all of the world!  The preaching of the Gospel of the Kingdom was always accompanied by healings, which were manifestations of His Kingdom.


3)  People were delivered.  Note again Luke 11:20:

“But if I with the finger of God cast out devils, no doubt the kingdom of God is come upon you.” 

5)  
Jesus’ Final Days Before His Ascension.


After Jesus’ resurrection, He ministered for 40 days until his Ascension back into Heaven.  These were important days, as He gives His final teaching and instruction to His disciples.  His last important words to the disciples during this time would have focused on the bottom-line, essential things He wanted to convey to them.  What did Jesus talk to them about, according to Acts 1:3?

“To whom also he shewed himself alive after his passion by many infallible proofs, being seen of them forty days, and speaking of the things pertaining to the kingdom of God.” 


During Jesus’ final days with the disciples, the subject of His teaching was the Gospel of the Kingdom!

6)  
The Ministry and Message of the Early Church.


Note the prevalence of “The Gospel of the Kingdom” found in the following descriptions of the early church’s ministry and message.  Underline each in your Bible.

►Philip in Acts 8:5-7, 12:

“Then Philip went down to the city of Samaria, and preached Christ unto them. [6] And the people with one accord gave heed unto those things which Philip spake, hearing and seeing the miracles which he did. [7] For unclean spirits, crying with loud voice, came out of many that were possessed with them: and many taken with palsies, and that were lame, were healed…. But when they believed Philip preaching the things concerning the kingdom of God, and the name of Jesus Christ, they were baptized, both men and women.”


►Paul in Ephesus, Acts 19:8:

“And he went into the synagogue, and spake boldly for the space of three months, disputing and persuading the things concerning the kingdom of God.” 

  
►Paul’s testimony in Acts 20:24-25:

“But none of these things move me, neither count I my life dear unto myself, so that I might finish my course with joy, and the ministry, which I have received of the Lord Jesus, to testify the gospel of the grace of God. [25] And now, behold, I know that ye all, among whom I have gone preaching the kingdom of God, shall see my face no more.” 


►Paul speaking to the Jews in Rome, Acts 28:23:

“And when they had appointed him a day, there came many to him into his lodging; to whom he expounded and testified the kingdom of God, persuading them concerning Jesus, both out of the law of Moses, and out of the prophets, from morning till evening.” 


►Paul speaking in prison in his last days, Acts 28:31:

“Preaching the kingdom of God, and teaching those things which concern the Lord Jesus Christ, with all confidence, no man forbidding him.” 

    Interesting note:  The book of Acts begins and ends with the Kingdom of God!  Verse 3 of the first chapter spoke of Jesus teaching on the Kingdom in His final days on earth.  The very last verse of the very last chapter shows Paul continuing to expound on this important subject!  The central teaching of the New Testament believers was The Gospel of Christ’s Kingdom!
7)  
The Prequel to the End.


Before Jesus returns, and the end of this world as we now know it occurs, what must first happen, according to Matthew 24:14:

“And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a witness unto all nations; and then shall the end come.” 

 
In other words, the one thing that has to happen before Jesus returns to earth is that the Gospel of the Kingdom must be preached in all the world!!


Compare this verse 2 Peter 3:9.  Peter was being questioned concerning the delay in Christ’ return.  They were asking, “Why has He not come back like He promised?”  Notice Peter’s answer:
“The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count slackness; but is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance.” 

 
Jesus will come back when all men everywhere have had an opportunity to hear the Gospel of the Kingdom and repent, turning to King Jesus!
Summary

From these many, many texts in the New Testament it is obvious that the Preaching of the Gospel of Christ’s Kingdom was fundamental to both Christ’s and the believers’ theology and their preaching.  In our next Lesson we are going to see that Jesus has now given to US His power, authority, and anoint, as well as some very powerful weapons by which we can defeat Satan every time we engage him in battle!

Lesson Nine
What Did Jesus Send the Believers to Do?


Before we consider the message and ministry Christ has entrusted to believers, let us do a quick review.  


First review your notes from Lesson Seven, “Why Did Jesus Come?”  Summary:  Jesus came to undo the works of the devil, and to redeem man from all of the consequences of his sin.


Second, review your notes from the last Lesson, “The Gospel of the Kingdom”  Summary:  The message of Jesus, the 12 disciples, the 70 disciples, the New Testament Church, and now we as believers is this: We are to preach the Gospel of the Kingdom.  We are to proclaim the good news concerning Jesus coming to exert His rule, reign, power, and authority over all the world, and over Satan!
The Great Commission


Mark the following verses in your Bible.  After each text, record your insights in the space provided.  What is Christ instructing us to do?  What promises does He make?

Matthew 28:18-20  -  “Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: [20] Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen.” 


Note:  In the original Greek, the words “teach all nations” is better translated “make disciples of all nations.”
Mark 16:15-20  -  “And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature. [16] He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned. [17] And these signs shall follow them that believe; In my name shall they cast out devils; they shall speak with new tongues; [18] They shall take up serpents; and if they drink any deadly thing, it shall not hurt them; they shall lay hands on the sick, and they shall recover.  [19] So then after the Lord had spoken unto them, he was received up into heaven, and sat on the right hand of God. [20] And they went forth, and preached every where, the Lord working with them, and confirming the word with signs following. Amen.” 

John 20:21  -  “Then said Jesus to them again, Peace be unto you: as my Father hath sent me, even so send I you.” 

Luke 24:47-49  -  “And that repentance and remission of sins should be preached in his name among all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. [48] And ye are witnesses of these things.   [49] And, behold, I send the promise of my Father upon you: but tarry ye in the city of Jerusalem, until ye be endued with power from on high.”
Acts 1:8  -  “For John truly baptized with water; but ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost not many days hence. [6] When they therefore were come together, they asked of him, saying, Lord, wilt thou at this time restore again the kingdom to Israel? [7] And he said unto them, It is not for you to know the times or the seasons, which the Father hath put in his own power. [8] But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth.” 

Jesus’ Agenda is Now Our Agenda

Jesus has clearly given us the Commission to go into the world with the Gospel.  What is the “Gospel”?  It is the good news that Christ has come to establish His Kingdom rule and reign over all things, including all the power of Satan.

By way of review, notice again the following verses.  Notice what Jesus has commissioned and empowered us to do!  
Matthew 10:1,7-8 - “And when he had called unto him his twelve disciples, he gave them power against unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to heal all manner of sickness and all manner of disease. [2] Now the names of the twelve apostles are these; The first, Simon, who is called Peter, and Andrew his brother; James the son of Zebedee, and John his brothre….  And as ye go, preach, saying, The kingdom of heaven is at hand. [8] Heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, raise the dead, cast out devils: freely ye have received, freely give.” 
Luke 9:1-2, 6 - “Then he called his twelve disciples together, and gave them power and authority over all devils, and to cure diseases. [2] And he sent them to preach the kingdom of God, and to heal the sick…. And they departed, and went through the towns, preaching the gospel, and healing every where.” 

Luke 10:1, 8,9 “After these things the Lord appointed other seventy also, and sent them two and two before his face into every city and place, whither he himself would come…. And into whatsoever city ye enter, and they receive you, eat such things as are set before you: [9] And heal the sick that are therein, and say unto them, The kingdom of God is come nigh unto you.” 
Luke 10:17-20  -  “And the seventy returned again with joy, saying, Lord, even the devils are subject unto us through thy name. [18] And he said unto them, I beheld Satan as lightning fall from heaven. [19] Behold, I give unto you power to tread on serpents and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy: and nothing shall by any means hurt you. [20] Notwithstanding in this rejoice not, that the spirits are subject unto you; but rather rejoice, because your names are written in heaven. 

Mark 16:15-20  -  “And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature. [16] He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned. [17] And these signs shall follow them that believe; In my name shall they cast out devils; they shall speak with new tongues; [18] They shall take up serpents; and if they drink any deadly thing, it shall not hurt them; they shall lay hands on the sick, and they shall recover.  [19] So then after the Lord had spoken unto them, he was received up into heaven, and sat on the right hand of God. [20] And they went forth, and preached every where, the Lord working with them, and confirming the word with signs following. Amen.” 


Write a summary of the above verses in the space following.  What do each of these texts mean to you?  What is the application God has in mind for you?  

Now, I want us to consider one other text that has important application in our battle against Satan.  Underline the following in your Bible.
John 14:12-14  -  “Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that believeth on me, the works that I do shall he do also; and greater works than these shall he do; because I go unto my Father. [13] And whatsoever ye shall ask in my name, that will I do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son. [14] If ye shall ask any thing in my name, I will do it.”

Because Jesus has gone to the Father He has now sent His Holy Spirit to abide with us and in us, and to minister through us.  The “greater works” He said we would do are not greater in importance, but greater in geographic and numerical scope!  The reason for this is two-fold:

1)  Every believer now has the Holy Spirit indwelling within him and empowering him!

2)  Jesus’ crucifixion and resurrection achieved the ultimate victory over Satan!  The believer now has Jesus’ power, authority, and anointing to resist and defeat Satan.  We can now, in Jesus’ name, overcome every work of the devil!  Yes, every work of the devil!

Our victory over Satan is assured!  In Part Four of this study guide we are going to give careful consideration to the many spiritual weapons which are at our disposal in waging war and defeating Satan.

Part Four

The Saint’s Authority
  I.
The Believer’s Power, Authority, and Anointing

 II.
The Weapons of Our Warfare, Part One

III.
The Weapons of Our Warfare, Part Two

Lesson Ten
The Believer’s Power, Authority, and Anointing

In our last Unit on the subject of Spiritual Warfare we are going to review 12 powerful “keys” to the Kingdom.  Each of these keys is a powerful resource given to us by the Lord to help us accomplish His agenda of thwarting Satan and evil and establishing His Kingdom rule throughout the world.

First, though, it is important that we understand the very important reality of the Power, Authority, and Anointing that are ours through the Holy Spirit.


Imagine, if you will, a policeman.  In order for him to do his job effectively, he must have two essential tools.  First, he must have a badge.  The badge indicates he is acting under the authority of a government.  Second, he must have a gun.  The gun is the power to enforce the will of the governing authority.


If he has a badge only, wrong-doers will not fear him.  On the other hand, if he has a gun only, then he is dangerous because he is not acting under authority.  Both a badge and a gun are essential.


In the Christian sense we, too, need our “badge” and our “gun” as God’s representatives.   The “badge” is the authority given to us by Jesus Christ as His representative on earth.  Our “gun” is the powerful arsenal of weapons given to us by the Holy Spirit to do the task given to us by our Lord Jesus Christ.


Now, there is one other element that certainly helps a policeman do his job effectively – that is skill in using his weapon.  Some policemen are marksmen who excel in the use of weapons, with ability that surpasses the normal requirements.  Again, in the Christian sense, we, too, need that extra “skill”, that extra ability, to wield the weapons given to us.  What is that extra ability?  It is the Anointing of the Holy Spirit, the Holy Spirit’s coming on us in greater power to strengthen us beyond our normal abilities.


So, before looking at twelve weapons, or “keys” of the Kingdom, it is important that we understand that as we wield these weapons we have been given Authority, Power, and Anointing to serve as Christ’s representative and to conquer Satan and his kingdom on earth.


For starters, look at the following verses in which Jesus’ commissions His disciples to go into the world to perform His will:  

Luke 9:1-2, 6 -  “Then he called his twelve disciples together, and gave them power and authority over all devils, and to cure diseases. [2] And he sent them to preach the kingdom of God, and to heal the sick. [2] And they departed, and went through the towns, preaching the gospel, and healing every where. 

Luke 10:19  -  “Behold, I give unto you power (Greek “authority”) to tread on serpents and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy: and nothing shall by any means hurt you.” 


Notice the two words “power” and “authority” in the verses above.  The word “power” comes from the Greek word “dunamis” which means “power, mighty work, strength, miracles, might, and virtue.”


The word “authority” comes from the Greek word “exousia” which means “authority, right, power of choice”.


Jesus has given to His disciples the authority to act in His behalf, in His name, and the power to enforce His will!


Let’s look at some other Scriptures which speak of the authority and power given to us from the Lord Jesus Christ.  Mark each of these verses in your Bible and record your insights in the space following.

Authority

Matthew 8:5-13  -  “And when Jesus was entered into Capernaum, there came unto him a centurion, beseeching him, [6] And saying, Lord, my servant lieth at home sick of the palsy, grievously tormented. [7] And Jesus saith unto him, I will come and heal him. [8] The centurion answered and said, Lord, I am not worthy that thou shouldest come under my roof: but speak the word only, and my servant shall be healed. [9] For I am a man under authority, having soldiers under me: and I say to this man, Go, and he goeth; and to another, Come, and he cometh; and to my servant, Do this, and he doeth it. [10] When Jesus heard it, he marvelled, and said to them that followed, Verily I say unto you, I have not found so great faith, no, not in Israel. [11] And I say unto you, That many shall come from the east and west, and shall sit down with Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, in the kingdom of heaven. [12] But the children of the kingdom shall be cast out into outer darkness: there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth. [13] And Jesus said unto the centurion, Go thy way; and as thou hast believed, so be it done unto thee. And his servant was healed in the selfsame hour.”

(Note that it was the centurion’s understanding of  authority that impressed Jesus!)
Matthew 9:2-7  -  “And, behold, they brought to him a man sick of the palsy, lying on a bed: and Jesus seeing their faith said unto the sick of the palsy; Son, be of good cheer; thy sins be forgiven thee. [3] And, behold, certain of the scribes said within themselves, This man blasphemeth. [4] And Jesus knowing their thoughts said, Wherefore think ye evil in your hearts? [5] For whether is easier, to say, Thy sins be forgiven thee; or to say, Arise, and walk? [6] But that ye may know that the Son of man hath power  (Greek = “authority”) on earth to forgive sins, (then saith he to the sick of the palsy,) Arise, take up thy bed, and go unto thine house. [7] And he arose, and departed to his house.” 

Matthew 10:1  -  “And when he had called unto him his twelve disciples, he gave them power  (Greek = “authority”) against unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to heal all manner of sickness and all manner of disease.” 

Matthew 28:18  -  “And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth.” 

Mark 3:14  -  “And he ordained twelve, that they should be with him, and that he might send them forth to preach,  [15] And to have power to heal sicknesses, and to cast out devils.” 

Power

Acts 1:8  -  “But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth.” 

Matthew 13:58  -  “And he did not many mighty works there because of their unbelief.” 

Acts 2:22  -  “Ye men of Israel, hear these words; Jesus of Nazareth, a man approved of God among you by miracles and wonders and signs, which God did by him in the midst of you, as ye yourselves also know:”

Anointing

Luke 4:18-19  -  “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed me to preach the gospel to the poor; he hath sent me to heal the brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised, [19] To preach the acceptable year of the Lord.”

Acts 10:38  -  “How God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Ghost and with power: who went about doing good, and healing all that were oppressed of the devil; for God was with him.”

1 John 2:20,27  -  “But ye have an unction from the Holy One, and ye know all things. [27] But the anointing which ye have received of him abideth in you, and ye need not that any man teach you: but as the same anointing teacheth you of all things, and is truth, and is no lie, and even as it hath taught you, ye shall abide in him.” 


Because we have been given authority, power, and anointing we have everything we need to defeat Satan!  In our next two Lessons we are going to consider twelve weapons, or “keys” to the Kingdom that allow us to be extremely powerful when we wage spiritual warfare!
Lesson Eleven
The Weapons of Our Warfare, Part One

In Matthew 16:19 Jesus says to the disciples, “And I will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.”  There are many weapons, or “keys”, given to us enabling us to engage in spiritual warfare and always be victorious!  We are going to cover 12 keys that are ours because of Jesus Christ.  Six will be covered in this Lesson, and the final six will be covered in Lesson Twelve.

1)
The Blood of the New Covenant

When we enter into a Covenant relationship with God through Jesus Christ, we are assured of God’s absolute love and absolute loyalty.  Furthermore, we are promised His presence, His provision, and His protection.  We have everything we need because God has sworn, on the basis of Covenant, to meet every need we might have!  


The finest example of Covenant faith to be found in the Bible is found in Abraham.  He understood the Covenant relationship with God, and therefore knew God would always keep His Word.  Notice Abraham’s example in Romans 4:16-22:
“Therefore it is of faith, that it might be by grace; to the end the promise might be sure to all the seed; not to that only which is of the law, but to that also which is of the faith of Abraham; who is the father of us all, [17] (As it is written, I have made thee a father of many nations,) before him whom he believed, even God, who quickeneth the dead, and calleth those things which be not as though they were. [18] Who against hope believed in hope, that he might become the father of many nations; according to that which was spoken, So shall thy seed be. [19] And being not weak in faith, he considered not his own body now dead, when he was about an hundred years old, neither yet the deadness of Sarah's womb: [20] He staggered not at the promise of God through unbelief; but was strong in faith, giving glory to God; [21] And being fully persuaded that, what he had promised, he was able also to perform. [22] And therefore it was imputed to him for righteousness.”

Because we are in Covenant with God, through the Blood of Jesus, we are assured that God will always empower us and protect us.  When we engage in warfare with Satan and his demons, we have Christ’s Blood Covenant backing us up.  There is no way Satan can overcome us!

2) 
The Name of Jesus

When a policeman says, “Stop in the name of the law,” he is asserting that he is acting under the authority of the government he represents.  When we pray or engage in spiritual warfare in the name of Jesus, we are saying to Satan, “I have the full authority of Jesus behind me, giving me authority to rebuke and restrain you!”


Read the following verses, and record your insights in the space following each.  What do you learn about the authority of the name of Jesus?
John 15:16  -  “Ye have not chosen me, but I have chosen you, and ordained you, that ye should go and bring forth fruit, and that your fruit should remain: that whatsoever ye shall ask of the Father in my name, he may give it you.”

John 16:23-24  -  “And in that day ye shall ask me nothing. Verily, verily, I say unto you, Whatsoever ye shall ask the Father in my name, he will give it you. [24] Hitherto have ye asked nothing in my name: ask, and ye shall receive, that your joy may be full.” 

Philippians 2:9-11  -  “Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and given him a name which is above every name: [10] That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth; [11] And that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.” 

3)
The Word of God


There is power to be found in the Word of God, one of our most powerful weapons.  How important it is that we understand the Word of God because it represents the Will of God.   Notice the following verses:

Hebrews 4:12  -  “For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any twoedged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.” 

Ephesians 6:17  -  “And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.” 

4.
Faith.


We have already considered the importance of the Covenant relationship as one of our Keys in spiritual warfare.  When we understand and embrace our Covenant relationship we automatically are brought into the position of truly trusting God!  We know He will take care of us!  We know He will protect us, and will provide for us!  We know we have Him backing us up, no matter what happens!  Remember Abraham’s faith as found in Romans 4?  He trusted God!

Notice also the following promises from the Word of God, which encourage us to trust God in faith!

1 John 4:4  -  “Ye are of God, little children, and have overcome them: because greater is he that is in you, than he that is in the world.” 

1 John 5:5  -  “Who is he that overcometh the world, but he that believeth that Jesus is the Son of God?”

1 John 5:14-15 -  “And this is the confidence that we have in him, that, if we ask any thing according to his will, he heareth us: [15] And if we know that he hear us, whatsoever we ask, we know that we have the petitions that we desired of him.” 

5.
The Word of Our Testimony

Revelation 12:11 states, “And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb, and by the word of their testimony; and they loved not their lives unto the death.”   Our “testimony” is our confession of what God has done / is doing in our life.  When we confess to others the wonders of our God, His faithfulness, His power, His love – all of the loving things He has done for us – it glorifies God and infuriates Satan! 

6.
Baptism in the Holy Spirit


One of the most marvelous blessings that is ours is the indwelling, baptizing, and filling of the Holy Spirit!  True power comes upon us when we surrender to His will and control in our lives!  In Luke 24:49 Jesus gave some very important instructions to His disciples.  Before they were to embark on the task He had for them, they were to do something first:

Luke 24:49  -  “And, behold, I send the promise of my Father upon you: but tarry ye in the city of Jerusalem, until ye be endued with power from on high.” 


We, too, should heed Jesus’ command here.  We should not try to do the work of God without the power of God.  Notice the following Scriptures, also:
Acts 1:8  -  “But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth.” 

Galatians 5:16  -  “This I say then, Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh.” 

John 14:16-18  -  “And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter, that he may abide with you for ever; [17] Even the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot receive, because it seeth him not, neither knoweth him: but ye know him; for he dwelleth with you, and shall be in you. [18] I will not leave you comfortless: I will come to you.” 


With the Holy Spirit we are full of all the power of God to do all the work and will of God!      Satan does not stand a chance to defeat us!

Lesson Twelve
The Weapons of Our Warfare, Part Two

In our last Lesson we discussed the first six of the twelve “keys” to the Kingdom which enable us to engage Satan in battle and come out victorious every time.  The first six keys were:
1)
The Blood of the New Covenant

2)
The Name of Jesus

3)
The Word of God

4)
Faith

5)
The Word of Our Testimony, and

6)
Baptism in the Holy Spirit

We now turn to the other six keys enabling us to defeat Satan.  Underline the following Scriptures in your Bible, and record your insights in the space following each text below.

7.
Prayer in the Spirit
Romans 8:26  -  “Likewise the Spirit also helpeth our infirmities: for we know not what we should pray for as we ought: but the Spirit itself maketh intercession for us with groanings which cannot be uttered.” 

Ephesians 6:18  -  “Praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, and watching thereunto with all perseverance and supplication for all saints.” 

Jude 20  -  “But ye, beloved, building up yourselves on your most holy faith, praying in the Holy Ghost” 


Praying in the Spirit (in tongues) enables us to tap into the mind and will of the Father.  God knows the all the factors playing into a situation when we engage in spiritual warfare.  Whereas without Him we are limited to our own senses and intellect, God sees in the spirit-realm and knows things we cannot know.  When we pray in the Spirit we are praying God’s will.

Furthermore, the Scriptures above indicated that praying in the Spirit is another way to increase our faith!  When we pray the Word of God and pray in the Spirit, we are praying the will of God!  Undoubtedly our prayers will be answered when we pray this way!

8.
Prayer

We have already alluded in the above the power of praying the Word of God and praying in the Spirit.  Notice the following Scriptures also:

Mark 11:24  -  “Therefore I say unto you, What things soever ye desire, when ye pray, believe that ye receive them, and ye shall have them.” 

Matthew 17:14-21  -  “And when they were come to the multitude, there came to him a certain man, kneeling down to him, and saying, [15] Lord, have mercy on my son: for he is lunatick, and sore vexed: for ofttimes he falleth into the fire, and oft into the water. [16] And I brought him to thy disciples, and they could not cure him. [17] Then Jesus answered and said, O faithless and perverse generation, how long shall I be with you? how long shall I suffer you? bring him hither to me. [18] And Jesus rebuked the devil; and he departed out of him: and the child was cured from that very hour. [19] Then came the disciples to Jesus apart, and said, Why could not we cast him out? [20] And Jesus said unto them, Because of your unbelief: for verily I say unto you, If ye have faith as a grain of mustard seed, ye shall say unto this mountain, Remove hence to yonder place; and it shall remove; and nothing shall be impossible unto you. [21] Howbeit this kind goeth not out but by prayer and fasting.”

1 John 5:14-15  -  “And this is the confidence that we have in him, that, if we ask any thing according to his will, he heareth us: [15] And if we know that he hear us, whatsoever we ask, we know that we have the petitions that we desired of him.” 


Obviously there are many, many more Scriptures which assure us of the power to be found in prayer.  You are encouraged to find them and claim them for yourself!

9.
Fasting


Read again Matthew 17:14-21 above.  Notice Jesus’ emphasis on fasting.  Fasting enables us to divorce ourselves from the influence of our flesh and to focus entirely on spiritual matters.  

10.
The Full Armor of God

God has given us the armor we need to engage our enemy in battle.  The armor is found in the Word of God in Ephesians 6:10-18.  Note the different weapons (both offensive and defensive) to be found in our armor:

“Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the power of his might. [11] Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. [12] For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places. [13] Wherefore take unto you the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand. [14] Stand therefore, having your loins girt about with truth, and having on the breastplate of righteousness; [15] And your feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace; [16] Above all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked. [17] And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God: [18] Praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, and watching thereunto with all perseverance and supplication for all saints” 

11.
Gifts of the Spirit

In addition to the filling of the Spirit, the full armor of God, etc., we have been given spiritual “gifts” which are empowerments from the Holy Spirit.  Armed with these gifts we have yet more formidable weapons to overcome Satan.  Notice the following Scriptures and list the gifts mentioned in each:
1 Corinthians 12:7-10, 28  -  “But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to every man to profit withal. [8] For to one is given by the Spirit the word of wisdom; to another the word of knowledge by the same Spirit; [9] To another faith by the same Spirit; to another the gifts of healing by the same Spirit; [10] To another the working of miracles; to another prophecy; to another discerning of spirits; to another divers kinds of tongues; to another the interpretation of tongues.  [28] And God hath set some in the church, first apostles, secondarily prophets, thirdly teachers, after that miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, governments, diversities of tongues.” 

Romans 12:6-8  -  “Having then gifts differing according to the grace that is given to us, whether prophecy, let us prophesy according to the proportion of faith; [7] Or ministry, let us wait on our ministering: or he that teacheth, on teaching; [8] Or he that exhorteth, on exhortation: he that giveth, let him do it with simplicity; he that ruleth, with diligence; he that sheweth mercy, with cheerfulness.” 

Ephesians 4:11-12  -  “And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers; [12] For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ.” 

12.
Praise and Worship
Psalm 22:3  -  “But thou art holy, O thou that inhabitest the praises of Israel.” 


An interesting story is told in 2 Chronicles 20.  In this passage, the Lord gives instruction to the Israelites on how to engage their enemy in battle.  Read this chapter carefully, and then notice especially verses 21-22:

2 Chronicles 20:21-22  -  “And when he had consulted with the people, he appointed singers unto the Lord, and that should praise the beauty of holiness, as they went out before the army, and to say, Praise the Lord; for his mercy endureth for ever.    [22] And when they began to sing and to praise, the Lord set ambushments against the children of Ammon, Moab, and mount Seir, which were come against Judah; and they were smitten.” 

 
My son, J.B., hates the squeaky sound of Styrofoam.   Whenever he hears it he cringes and leaves the room as quickly as possible!  The same is true of Satan when he hears us praising God.  It is a deplorable and intolerable sound to him, and he cannot abide in the presence of God’s people praising their Lord!  
Conclusion

Yes, we have a real enemy.  Yes, he has limited power.  Yes, he is malicious in his intent to steal from, kill, and destroy every aspect of God’s children’s lives.  However, He is a defeated foe!  Because of Jesus’ victory on the Cross and His Resurrection, Satan has already lost the war!  He continue to engage in skirmishes with God’s people, but we have everything we need to engage him in battle, and to overwhelmingly conquer him every time, in every circumstance!


All praise and glory to our Lord Jesus Christ!

“Now thanks be unto God, which always causeth us to triumph in Christ!” 

2 Corinthians 2:14
PAGE  
69

